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GOD – WHO IS HE?
God is Good!
‘Because God is good, He cannot do bad things’’1
He only allows trouble to come into our lives in order to perform His good purpose...God always means it for good – read the story of Joseph sometime...
If the God who created us is a good God, then everything must, of necessity, be all right for us. 

Romans 8:28 NKJV
‘28And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose.’

Every one of us who say we are in Christ, must answer this first great question for ourselves – is the God we worship a good God? 
What is His character, what sort of God is He?

If we believe at the outset that He is good, then there is no second cause to anything. If He has allowed it to come to us, it must be for our growth, profit, increase, training, equipping, upgrade and ultimate good... 
All things, the good, the bad and the ugly, He allows into our lives are for our ultimate good; and because He is good, He cannot do bad things...
Graham Cooke, the 21st century prophet, says it this way – 
‘He allows in His wisdom what He could easily prevent by His power’ 
Julian of Norwich would put it this way –

‘All the power of our enemy is shut up in the hand of our Friend.’

That makes thanksgiving, praise and rejoicing a way of life for us – heads we win, tails we win – we fight from victory, not towards it...
We are His inheritance, and He is ours. 
He, and He alone is our exceeding great reward, and He Himself is our rest.

Knowing God as our inheritance is to understand and believe that everything we lack is made up for us in the Christ; He died and rose again that we would inherit all that He is and all that He can do; and, bonus, nothing can come at us unless He sovereignly allows it. We are in Him and He is in us, and He is in the Father, we are double wrapped - ‘Christ in you the hope of glory...’ we are kept by the power of God.
‘All our circumstances are designed to enable us to be established in our faith and to be overflowing with gratitude.’

Graham Cooke again.

Overflowing with gratitude – that’ll be us. 

When we know Who He is, who we are in Him, and what His intentions are towards us, we cannot help but overflow with gratitude – ‘eye has not seen nor ear heard, nor have entered into the heart of man, what God has prepared for those who love Him’...1 Corinthians 2:9 – He is Good.
We were created by Him for fellowship with Him; we are to be conformed to His image, and He wants us to know Him –

‘Know Me, I want you to know Me’

He wants us to know and believe that He is good, no matter how the world spins us round or what our circumstances are saying...
How often in our ignorance and anger, though, do we secretly blame Him as the first cause of our difficulties...and shake our fists - be honest now, haven’t you felt like that at times when something bad has happened; in your deepest heart you held Him responsible for it – ‘Why did you allow this to happen? I thought you loved me...’ 
Maybe you still hold Him in unforgiveness?

 “O Lord God Almighty, not the God of the philosophers and the wise, but the God of the prophets and apostles; and better than all, the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, may I express Thee unblamed? They that know Thee not may call upon Thee as other than Thou art, and so worship not Thee but a creature of their own fancy; therefore enlighten our minds that we may know Thee as Thou art, so that we may perfectly love Thee and worthily praise Thee, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.”2
A W Tozer, in this prayer, expresses God ‘unblamed’...
Unless we embrace His sovereignty we will always look to place blame somewhere or on someone, we forget that He allows in His wisdom what He could easily prevent by His power...
We saw last time that the Westminster Catechism asked us a question and then answered it for us -

‘What is the chief end of man? The chief end of man is to glorify God and enjoy Him forever.’ 

What I didn’t say was how it goes on -
‘That which he should seek after as His chief happiness’
In that statement we have two very important ideas - our chief end is to glorify God – not rail at Him  - which means to denounce, protest against, or attack somebody or something in bitter or harsh language...and that we should seek after Him as our chief happiness, that we should desire Him above all else. 
Whoa! Steady the Buffs!! 

Glorify Him as God, yes, but the chief end of our happiness...?
That God should be the source of our chief happiness is maybe something we hadn’t previously considered; maybe we need to think about that a little. It’s a bit like the first commandment, we are selective in how we apply it – but didn’t Jesus Himself say - 
‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind and with all your  strength’?
But it is much easier to ‘love your neighbour...’ it sort of puts a distance between me and Him...it’s a bit up front and personal if I have to start loving God in the deepest part of my being, and with my thought life...so -
What if God is asking us in these days to simply put the first commandment first? 
What if He is asking us to make Him the object of our affections our chief happiness...our passion?
Passion.

What’s yours?

God is –

Passionate
About you, about His Bride, about mankind...

‘The most revealing thing about the church is her idea of God, just as her most significant message is what she says about Him, or leaves unsaid, for her silence is often more significant than her speech. She can never escape the self-disclosure of her witness concerning God.’3
What is your personal portrayal of God? When people talk to you, what do they receive of your knowledge of Him, how you see Him? 

Just a thought...
Exodus 20: 2 – 4

2 “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery.3 “You shall have no other gods before Me.4 “You shall not make for yourself an idol, or any likeness of what is in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the water under the earth.”

You shall have no other gods before Me...
Other gods...
Idolatry.

In the 21st century? 

Idolatry = idolisation, hero worship, adoration, veneration...anything which fills the spot He should occupy – your job, your spouse, your car, clothes, your house...yourself, me myself and I (whoops, did I say that?!) fill in your own blanks...you can find out easily what is your passion, what you make an idol of, it is what fills your mind continuously...where you spend your money, where your heart rests, the default position of your mind...
And idolatry is also the entertainment of thoughts about God that are unworthy of Him, because what you think about God is the most important thing in your life – the idolater imagines things about God - and then acts as though they are true – Paul talked about it -
2 Corinthians 10:5 NKJV
‘5casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ’ 
Always the most revealing thing about the church is her idea of God...for how we think of Him is how we will portray Him...

‘It is impossible to keep our moral practices sound and our inward attitudes right while our idea of God is erroneous or inadequate. If we would bring back spiritual power to our lives, we must begin to think of God more nearly as He is...It is my opinion that the Christian conception of God current in these middle years of the twentieth century is so decadent as to be utterly beneath the dignity of the Most High God and actually to constitute for professed believers something amounting to a moral calamity...’4
A W Tozer, again – ‘The Knowledge of the Holy’.
Right up the front end, we need to believe that He is good; that He is for us, not against us, and His goodness extends not only towards us, His children, but to everybody else...the good, the bad and the ugly...to the Hitler’s, the Bin Laden’s, the Satanists...we are not living in a season of judgement, but of Grace - Amazing Grace – the Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ – God is GOOD, He’s GOOD...He’s very GOOD...He told us so, right at the very beginning of the Book - 
Exodus 33:19 NASB

“19I Myself will make all My goodness pass before you, and will proclaim the name of the LORD before you; and I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show compassion on whom I will show compassion.”
The goodness of God encompasses many things; it says He is compassionate, gracious, cordial, pleasant, affable, genial, friendly, and warm. He is amiable, approachable, thoughtful, convivial, and cheerful. He is kind, benevolent and full of goodwill towards all men.  He is slow to anger, and abundant in loving-kindness and mercy.

He is tender-hearted and quick in both understanding and empathy towards us; He is open, frank and friendly, He is joyful and He desires to reveal Himself in all His glory towards anyone who is even halfway interested to know Him. Notwithstanding that, He is inclined always to bless, and He takes pleasure in His people. 
He has promised that He Himself is our inheritance...everything He is and has, is ours, and we are His, the people of His inheritance.
And – bonus again - He isn’t revolted by our wretchedness; He doesn’t despise us in our intransigence and weakness, our foolishness or our deceitfulness...He loves us 100% all the way, all the time, no matter what...and He always has.
His love is not dependent upon our performance, but flows out towards that upon which He has set His affection – this is His decision, He chose to put His love upon us, it does not depend upon our performance...upon us getting it ‘right’.
And He wills that we are as full of joy as He is, that we belong to Him, and out of His goodness, He sees us perfected in the Beloved; because it pleased Him to bruise Jesus that we might have an eternal inheritance in Him. His wrath was spent on Jesus on the cross. He is no longer angry, he is no longer vengeful, Jesus has taken all the punishment in His own body on the tree.
He is unceasingly magnificent towards us. Towards you.

This is what He planned from before the foundation of the earth – a people for Himself who would know Him and freely love Him, desire Him, know Him and enjoy Him.
He desires, to be –

Known...
I want you to know Me,

Know My holiness

Know My perfection

Know My joy

Know My love
Know My goodness
Know My plans
Know Me

Know Me

I want you to know 
Me...

‘And I have given you My Holy Spirit for this express purpose that you might know Me; become more and more intimately acquainted with Me...’
The bible shows His self-revelation from Genesis to Revelation...
He revealed Himself to Adam as the LORD God – Jehovah Elohim, the Most Powerful of all the powerful ones – Creator and final authority over man.

To Abram, chosen father of Israel – He revealed Himself as a Covenant Maker and Covenant Keeper – the One who reckons not on our weakness but on His strength; the God Who compels nature to do what is contrary to itself – Sarai found that out and became Sarah – Princess.
To Moses, chosen deliverer of a nation – He revealed Himself as ‘I AM’ – the Self-Existent One – Whose Presence, He promised, would go with Moses.
To the Jewish nation – He revealed Himself as Messiah – long awaited Saviour, Deliverer and King.
To us, the Gentiles, He reveals Himself as - Saviour, Deliverer, Bridegroom, coming Warrior King and Judge – accepted by some rejected by others...
He has always revealed Himself to man – culminating in that great and eternal Revelation of His Nature and Glory in the book of the same name – read it sometime if you want to improve your devotional life...

This great God, who lays out the heavens in all their glory, Who is constantly creating more galaxies just for the fun of it, to Whom every night is firework night, delights progressively to reveal Himself to His creation...and stoops to conquer our hearts...
‘I have captivated your heart, and now I seek to captivate – you...’

This is how He is and has always been, He is not a God who hides Himself from us and He never, ever changes – He is immutable and He is infinite – what He is He always was and always will be. He always has been good and He always will be good...because He cannot change the way He is...He is unchanging, immutable.
What He was, He is and always will be – He is Good... 

The Self-Existent One – I AM.
He is immutable, and He is good.
Forever.

Infinitely.

Eternally.

He will always be - exactly like this.

The goodness and love of God is the driving force behind everything He does and all the blessings He daily bestows, He cannot be anything other than the way He is...He is good. And He always makes the first move. 

When He had created the world He stood back and declared it was good, very good. (Genesis 1:31). He felt good in His heart about what He saw.  The spontaneous goodness and joy of God is behind all, through all and underneath all He is and does. 

The cause of His goodness is in Himself. 
Just as He is love, He does not love as we do, so His very essence is goodness itself, pure, unadulterated, unprocessed, holy, and approachable - goodness. 

Julian of Norwich in her ‘Revelations of Divine Love’ chapter 6 says this -
‘The purpose of this revelation was to teach our soul the wisdom of cleaving to the goodness of God.’5
To cleave - cling closely, steadfastly or faithfully to something or someone.

His goodness is the ground of our faith, our expectation and our adherence -

Psalm 62:5 KJV

‘5My soul, wait thou only upon God; for my expectation is from him.’
He is good.  And He cannot be any other way...
We will have no ease of heart or soul whilst we seek happiness in things or people, the trivial and the worldly...we will have no rest, because He Himself is our rest.
We were created by Him and for Him; made in His image; we will spend eternity with Him; we will find our rest in nothing less than He Himself, nothing less than the nature of God towards us...and it is His desire that that nature be formed in us...

That we become unchangeable in our constancy and nature... 
It is His good will that He should be our ‘all sufficiency’ – nothing lacking – He is enough. 
He’s enough.
Julian of Norwich put it this way –
‘God of your goodness, give me Yourself, for you are sufficient for me.’6
Moses put it this way –

Exodus 33:18 -19 NASB

‘18Then Moses said, “I pray You, show me Your glory!”19 And He said, “I Myself will make all My goodness pass before you, and will proclaim the name of the LORD before you; and I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show compassion on whom I will show compassion.”’

Moses, backed into a corner by God, cries out for what God most wants to give him – a glimpse of His glory... ‘I will make all My goodness pass before you’...and then He speaks of His goodness, His grace and His compassion...
El Shaddai, the All Mighty God, the breasted One, the Nurturer, speaks of His eternal goodness and all sufficiency to that which He created...

Latterly a great saint, Charles Wesley, would put it this way -
Cross references: 

A. Exodus 33:19 : Ex 34:6, 7 

B. Exodus 33:19 : Rom 9:15 

O God, my hope, my heavenly rest,

My all of happiness below.

Grant my importunate request

To me, to me, Thy goodness show.

Thy beatific face display

The brightness of eternal day.

Before my faith’s enlightened eyes,
Make all Thy gracious goodness pass;

Thy goodness is the sight I prize

O might I see Thy smiling face:

Thy nature in my soul proclaim,

Reveal Thy love, Thy glorious name. 
The glory of God is the goodness of God; God is 
GOOD.
He is kind-hearted, gracious, good natured and benevolent in intention. He never has a bad thought about anybody...and all the things He is, He is perfectly, infinitely and eternally. 
He always has been and He always will be – exactly like this.
I joyously declare to you that God is immutable in His goodness towards you – He never, ever, changes. What He was, He is and always will be and He calls you into an intimate relationship with Himself... 
He is enthusiastic – excited, eager, passionate, fervent, keen, wholehearted - about you; who you are and who you are becoming and He wants you to have a right view of Him in order that you may partner together with Him in these days in all that He has for you.

‘He is present in continuous and perpetual eagerness, with all the fervour of rapturous love, pressing His holy designs.’7
He’s wooing you beloved...this is a love affair...
And, when that time comes, He is going to be as pleased to have you in heaven as you are to be there – never lose sight of eternity beloved of God, never lose sight of eternity... 
When we are pleased, He is pleased – He is pleased when as His child, you are surrendered to Him, when your will is His will and His will is yours; when you are not in revolt against Him; not seeking your own way; when you trust Him and walk with Him – He is pleased...He is not pleased when you are miserable and unhappy, disconsolate and  in despair; when you are out of agreement with Him, but His displeasure is not anger, but compassion at your foolishness...for He would give you all of Himself – it’s your inheritance beloved, He, is your inheritance and you are His -
Uncreated

Shoreless Ocean 
Awe-inspiring, 
And Divine
Hast Thou said that I
May own Thee –
Mine?
Mine - to treasure
Mine - to love

Mine - to long for ‘til
Heaven above
Joins us for eternity – 
In love.

Mine, Yes mine, He is mine –
Yet, more sublime

I am His -
And shall be now
Forever - 
Until the earth no longer spins
And all of heaven welcomes in...
Then -
He and I in that bright glory

One deep joy shall share -
Mine -

To be forever with Him

His – 
That I am there...
He is going to be as pleased to have you in heaven as you are to be there.
Let us lift up our voices and praise Him for our creation, salvation and sanctification; for His infinite goodness towards the children of men. 
He is eternally and infinitely -
GOOD.
Let us put away all doubt and unbelief and trust Him.

Let’s hear from Julian of Norwich again -

‘God is all that is good as I see it and Himself is the goodness of all things. All mighty, all wise, all loving, God is everything that is good.’8
Simply trusting that is all...trusting in His eternal, immutable, infinite, goodness – His nature - towards us.
Let’s pray together shall we?
Father of glory, 
You have been pleased thus to reveal Yourself to us, and so we must declare You - Good.  Assist us to search out as treasure more precious than rubies or fine gold, the infinite beauty of Your nature. 
With the Apostle Paul, we pray that we may ‘progressively become more deeply and intimately acquainted with You’ - for we must think rightly about You. Prepare our hearts for eternity; for with You shall we dwell when the stars of night are no more and the heavens have vanished away and only You remain... In Jesus Name. Amen.
‘Glad Thine attributes confess,

Glorious all and numberless.’

Charles Wesley
Selah.
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