[image: image1.png]



GOD – WHO IS HE?

Why we must think rightly about God
 God is Redemptive
‘When God wants to drill a man,

And thrill a man,

And fill a man

To play the noblest part;

Watch His methods, watch His ways!

How He ruthlessly perfects whom He royally elects!

How He hammers him and hurts him,

And with mighty blows converts him.

How He uses whom He chooses –

God knows what He’s about!’
Angela Morgan (adapted)
Hear a 20th century prophet -

ear

‘This is one of the marks of our modern time—that many are guilty of merely "nibbling" at the truth of the Christian gospel. I wonder if you realize that in many ways the preaching of the Word of God is being pulled down to the level of the ignorant and spiritually obtuse; that we must tell stories and jokes and entertain and amuse in order to have a few people in the audience?  We do these things that we may have some reputation and that there may be money in the treasury to meet the church bills....In many churches Christianity has been watered down until the solution is so weak that if it were poison it would not hurt anyone, and if it were medicine it would not cure anyone!’1
Hebrews 5:14 NASB
‘14 But solid food is for the mature, who because of practice have their senses trained to discern good and evil.’
‘Meat’ is for those who are of ‘full age’, they are mature – they understand and embrace the wisdom of God in His ongoing process of redemption in their lives; this understanding makes sense of the pain and suffering we experience.

What exactly was God’s vision when He created us; 70 or 80 years here on this planet and then a ticket to heaven?

What is it that makes man so valuable to Him? 

What is His ultimate plan for the redeemed? 

It cannot be simply to secure a place in heaven for eternity - that is man’s limited thinking. Upside down, and inside out; self centred...there is much more here than that.  

A W Tozer sums it up – ‘we nibble at the truth’; we snack on tasty morsels; never sitting down to a four course meal...a sermonette here and there; a ‘word’ on Sunday morning;  ‘crusts’ as Rick Joyner calls them, thrown to keep us happy while we wait to go to heaven when we die...

If we are what we eat physically - and we most certainly are - what we read and watch produces what we are spiritually – if we are on the ‘milk’ of the things of God, when He desires to bring us into maturity, we will find ourselves fighting Him and resisting the very thing we need next, strong truth, so we have, at some stage, to start on solids and proceed to ‘the meat’ of understanding...
 ‘Sin’, Julian of Norwich discovered, ‘is necessary. But all shall be well and all shall be well and all manner of things shall be well.’2
God knew all about man’s sin and the necessity for redemption, but He went ahead just the same...He has a glorious plan...
‘It is true that sin is the cause of all this pain. But all shall be well and all shall be well and all manner of things shall be well...These words were said most tenderly to me, showing no kind of blame to me or anyone else...’3
The redemptive power of God in our lives is more than the singular act of salvation – it is both continuous and ongoing...we are being changed from one degree of glory to another, we are saved, we are being saved, and we will be saved...the situations and circumstances in which we find ourselves are the hammer, the file and the furnace – the grinding stones He uses to fit us to reign and rule with His Son.

We are being trained to reign – we are joint heirs with Christ, destined to rule with Him...we have a royal calling -
I My Son, have in Thy likeness

And Thine image made Thy Bride,

And in that resemblance worthy, 

To be ever at Thy side.4
We were never designed to be ignoble but we cannot walk in heaven’s nobility unless we are purified from common things. Unless we embrace our eternal identity, we will not become instruments for noble purposes. 

‘How He ruthlessly perfects whom He royally elects!

How He hammers him and hurts him,

And with mighty blows converts him.

How He uses whom He chooses –

God knows what He’s about!’
God plans for eternity. 

He knows what He’s about...

His original and ongoing purpose is to secure a Bride for His Son. One who is worthy, who will match Him and be suitable to reign with Him - for eternity. 

From the very beginning His plan was to make man like His Son – suffering and hardship placed within this framework become the chisel for the redemptive, perfecting, work of God in His children.
He is Redemptive
When God conceived the plan of creation and redemption He knew all about the fall in advance, He looked down through history and accepted the necessary fact of sin and suffering, weighed the cost and decided it was worth it...

He has made an arrangement with us but we don’t always like it, we don’t like the terms...

In ‘The Silver Chair’ by C S Lewis, a girl named Jill is lost in a forest; she cries and cries and develops a terrible thirst. As she looks for water, she happens upon a stream and eagerly runs toward it, but then she notices a Lion is laying beside it...She stops in her tracks. The Lion, knowing she is thirsty, invites her to come and drink -
“‘May I – could I – would you mind going away while I do?’ said Jill.

The Lion answered this only by a look and a very low growl. And as Jill gazed at its motionless bulk, she realised that she might as well have asked the whole mountain to move aside for her convenience. The delicious rippling noise of the stream was driving her nearly frantic. 
‘Will you promise not to – do anything to me, if I do come?’ said Jill. 
‘I make no promise’ said the Lion.

Jill was so thirsty now that, without noticing it she had come a step nearer. 
‘Do you eat girls?’ she said. 
‘I have swallowed up girls and boys, women and men, kings and emperors; cities and realms’ said the Lion. It didn’t say this as if it were boasting, nor as if it were sorry, nor as if it were angry. It just said it.
‘I daren’t come and drink,’ said Jill. 
‘Then you will die of thirst,’ said the Lion. 
‘Oh dear!’ said Jill, coming another step nearer, ‘I suppose I must go and look for another stream then.’
‘There is no other stream.’ 

Said the Lion.”
C S Lewis puts these words into the mouth of Aslan the Christ figure, as he talks to a frightened little girl. 
‘I make no promise’ - concerning what? 

The Lion makes no promise that Jill will not suffer. 

And there is no other stream...

From the very beginning it was His plan and purpose that out of the riven side of His Son should emerge an eternal companion to sit by Him upon the Throne of the Universe; to share with Him His sovereign power and authority over His eternal Kingdom.

He did not come and take the form of a man in order to make life comfortable for us, but in order to make peace with God for us; to redeem us from the slave market of sin, that we might, through suffering ourselves, be perfected and become a fit consort for His Son. 
Revelation 3:21 NASB
‘21 He who overcomes, I will grant to him to sit down with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne.’
If this pill is swallowed it will make sense of all your trials, suffering, setbacks and difficulties; all your disappointments, disillusions, losses and failures in this life...all those ‘why?’ questions will find their answer...
“Why me?” 
“Why this?” 
“Why now?” 
“Why?” 

Often this type of question can come out of shock, anger, self pity and bewilderment. We seek meaning, purpose and answers. “Why?” will deliver none of the answers that would be most helpful. ”Why?” will leave us trapped in our own grief and misery. It prevents us from moving on. It creates inertia in our souls and we remain stuck in a moment in time, unable to extricate our emotions. Those moments of grief solidify into despair, self pity, anger, resentment and bitterness; the heart is overwhelmed and we disappear into ourselves - and lose the life we could have enjoyed...

God does not engineer bad circumstances so that He can produce good like a rabbit out of a hat. He knows some days life has a capacity to be devastatingly awful and terrible. In those moments He works within us, around us and often through us to bring about some form of release, growth and blessing - 
He is Redemptive
And age is not something to be endured, as an unfortunate but unavoidable fact of life, an inevitable evil. It is part of God’s plan; if we see old age as God’s ‘finishing school’ we discover there is a purpose to the passing years with their joys and sorrows, triumphs and failures. Its purpose is to bring us to maturity in our love for Him and our likeness to Him...

Growing older is intended to make us gentler, more thoughtful, more considerate, more compassionate, more patient, wiser...He saves the best wine until last...

This is the reason for the trials and tribulations we experience in life – the struggles with illness; financial reversals; the ingratitude of loved ones; the disappointments, rejections, wrongful suffering and the deep grief of bereavement...

Fruit, is developed and ripened by the influence of the seasons upon it. 

Winter does its part as well as spring and summer...
He is Redemptive
Even the twilight years are preparation for our entrance into eternity...

He is good.

Goodness is part of His Truth, His Nature, His Person.

And suffering is inherent in God’s redemptive economy, He doesn’t cause it, He allows it, and He uses it to our profit.

God is good.

It’s a paradox.

The infinitely happy God is the supreme sufferer of the universe. 

In everything He does -
He is Redemptive
He has a plan and all will be well...
Luke 12:31 NASB
‘32 Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has chosen gladly to give you the kingdom’
To be given a Kingdom is infinitely more than just internalising truths of the Kingdom, these are necessary, but there is a wider, much more far reaching context to the Kingdom; to be given a kingdom is to be invested with authority and power... 

This royal call and rulership is no empty, figurative, symbolic thing – it is not a figment of a fevered imagination or an escape route; God’s eternal plan is that the Church, the Bride, the Body should sit with Him on His Throne as His Eternal Companion...and if His throne represents reality, then ours is not fantasy...

From all eternity, all that precedes the marriage supper of the Lamb is preliminary and preparatory for ruling and reigning with Him...only after the Wedding has taken place will God be ready to tell us what our eternal future has in store. Until then, the whole purpose of God in His redeemed is to fashion us into a Bride fit for the Son... 
‘See! I am God. See!  I am in all things. See! I do all things. See! I never take My hands off My works, and never shall forever. See! I lead all things to the end I ordained for them from eternity, by the same might, wisdom and love by which I made them. How should anything be amiss?’5
He is Redemptive
Beryl M

1‘I Talk Back to the Devil’ A W Tozer.
2Revelations of Divine Love, Julian of Norwich, thirteenth showing
3 Ibid
4 ‘The Living Flame of Love’ John of the Cross, Forgotten Books – available from Amazon
5 ‘Revelations of Divine Love’, Julian of Norwich, fourth showing
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