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GOD – WHO IS HE?
Why we must think rightly about God

‘God as Judge’
Footnotes:

a. Psalm 97:1 Or has assumed Kingship 

b. Psalm 97:1 Or coastlands 

c. Psalm 97:7 Or All the gods have worshiped Him 

d. Psalm 97:7 Or supernatural powers 

e. Psalm 97:8 Or possibly hears and is glad 

f. Psalm 97:9 Or supernatural powers 

g. Psalm 97:12 Lit for the memory of His holiness 

Cross references:

A. Psalm 97:1 : Ps 96:10 

B. Psalm 97:1 : Ps 96:11 

C. Psalm 97:1 : Is 42:10, 12 

D. Psalm 97:2 : Ex 19:9; Deut 4:11; 1 Kin 8:12; Ps 18:11 

E. Psalm 97:2 : Ps 89:14 

F. Psalm 97:3 : Ps 18:8; 50:3; Dan 7:10; Hab 3:5 

G. Psalm 97:3 : Mal 4:1; Heb 12:29 

H. Psalm 97:4 : Ex 19:16; Ps 77:18 

I. Psalm 97:4 : Ps 96:9; 104:32 

J. Psalm 97:5 : Ps 46:6; Amos 9:5; Mic 1:4; Nah 1:5 

K. Psalm 97:5 : Josh 3:11 

L. Psalm 97:6 : Ps 19:1; 50:6 

M. Psalm 97:6 : Ps 98:2; Is 6:3; 40:5; 66:18 

N. Psalm 97:7 : Ps 78:58; Is 42:17; 44:9, 11; Jer 10:14 

O. Psalm 97:7 : Ps 106:36; Jer 50:2; Hab 2:18 

P. Psalm 97:7 : Heb 1:6 

Q. Psalm 97:8 : Ps 48:11; Zeph 3:14 

R. Psalm 97:9 : Ps 83:18 

S. Psalm 97:9 : Ex 18:11; Ps 95:3; 96:4; 135:5 

T. Psalm 97:10 : Ps 34:14; Prov 8:13; Amos 5:15; Rom 12:9 

U. Psalm 97:10 : Ps 31:23; 145:20; Prov 2:8 

V. Psalm 97:10 : Ps 37:40; Jer 15:21; Dan 3:28 

W. Psalm 97:11 : Job 22:28; Ps 112:4; Prov 4:18 

X. Psalm 97:11 : Ps 64:10 

Y. Psalm 97:12 : Ps 32:11 

Z. Psalm 97:12 : Ps 30:4 

Do you believe in Divine Judgement?  
By which I mean do you believe in a God who will act as Judge? 
There are few things stressed more strongly in the Bible than the reality of God as Judge.  
The Father heart of God is not incompatible with His holiness, righteousness and justice – He never suspends one of His attributes at the expense of another, He can be perfect love and perfect justice; perfect righteousness and perfect holiness, all at the same time...
Psalm 75:7 NKJV

‘But God is the Judge:
He puts down one,
And exalts another’.

He judged Adam and Eve, Sodom and Gomorrah, and He will sit in judgement at the end of the age. 

He has absolute right to this position; He is Owner and Ruler of all things -
Daniel 4: 34 – 35 NKJV

“His dominion is an everlasting dominion,
And His kingdom is from generation to generation.
35 All the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing;
He does according to His will in the army of heaven
And among the inhabitants of the earth.
No one can restrain His hand
Or say to Him, “What have You done?”
Let’s pray shall we -
‘Holy Father, Your goodness delights me; Your wisdom encourages my praise; Your power fills me with reverent fear; Your omnipresence turns every spot under my feet into holy ground; Your justice upholds and guarantees my safety. I bless and magnify You that in Your great mercy You have pity upon me; You do not condemn me, but You speak gently to me calling me to arise and come away with You to the brightness of Your glorious Presence. Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, I bless, praise and thank You for all Your ways are righteousness and justice. Amen.’ 

The judgement of God or God as Judge is probably one of the most misunderstood themes in the Bible. I found 286 references to the word ‘judge or judgement’...it is a subject about which God has a lot to say, but it is not something that should make us fear and quake if we know Him -

Genesis 18:25 NASB
25 Far be it from You to do such a thing, to slay the righteous with the wicked, so that the righteous and the wicked are treated alike. Far be it from You! Shall not the Judge of all the earth deal justly?”
Clearly He does not deal with the righteous and the wicked in the same way...far be it from Him...
 2 Corinthians 5:21 NASB

‘21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.’
So, that’s settled, we are the righteousness of God, in Him – there is no judgement of sin for us, we have already been judged in Christ. 
What then, about His judgements, where do they fit in and do they ever apply to us?
1 Peter 4:17 NKJV 

‘17For the time has come for judgment to begin at the house of God; and if it begins with us first, what will be the end of those who do not obey the gospel of God?’

When God speaks of judgement regarding us - His church, His Bride, He is speaking of righteousness being restored to us – we are a work in progress, we are being restored lovingly brick by brick, room by room like a great house that has fallen into disrepair and become derelict, we are shadows of what He intended but we are being restored to glory, after His blueprint, that we may all be like His Son...He will remove everything that doesn’t look like Jesus...
He is bringing many sons to glory Hebrews 2:10.
When God points to something in us that needs to change it is not to condemn us, but to restore us and help us, not because He is about to punish us – all He asks is our co-operation with His Holy Spirit.  
The Holy Spirit as the ‘Minister of the Interior’ says, ‘Need some help with that? I can help you with that!’ ‘I'm a Genius at that, let Me help you...’ and as we submit to Him; as we confess and agree with Him; He causes us to come into alignment – He does the work in us...grace.
Grace gives us the courage, strength and boldness to let our old way of seeing things, and our past way of dealing with life to be put to death.  Grace opens the eyes of the soul to the holiness, beauty and transcendent wisdom of God. Grace is the touch and movement of God’s living power within us.
So we find Peter telling us in his first epistle that it is time for ‘judgement’ to begin at the house of the Lord, but it has nothing to do with punishment. It is time for righteousness, virtue, morality, justice, decency, uprightness, rectitude, honesty, integrity, transparency, to be restored to His people, His bride, His church...this is a word of benediction, of blessing, not condemnation. It is a word designed to lift us and restore us to our full beauty...so that we may see ourselves as He sees us.
The Greek word for judgement is: krisis – from which we get our word, crisis – crisis is a part of process; the process of our restoration to wholeness...We are apt to think only in terms of emotional or physical restoration when we think of healing and wholeness, but inside us there is an even greater need of the restorative work of the Holy Spirit...
We certainly do have a ‘crisis’ when God begins to challenge our thought life and our motives; how we perceive ourselves and others; when He comes with the flame of His presence...as someone said recently ‘I saw my crown slip away’; there was no condemnation, just a gentle, sure knowledge that they had missed the mark – sinned – in their case because of what they were doing...old fashioned word ‘sin’, no-one likes it, it originates from an archery term, which means ‘to miss the target’...to miss the mark of righteousness...right living, morality...
None of us can deny that we have a sin habit somewhere in our lives but God, in His infinite grace and mercy has made provision for all this, He knew what He was getting when He chose us - the Apostle Paul, speaking of the Lord’s Supper, says we can even assess, and evaluate, ourselves –
1 Corinthians 11:31 – 32 AMP 

‘31For if we searchingly examined ourselves [detecting our shortcomings and recognizing our own condition], we should not be judged and penalty decreed [by the divine judgment].32 But when we [fall short and] are judged by the Lord, we are disciplined and chastened, so that we may not [finally] be condemned [to eternal punishment along] with the world.’
Here Paul urges the Corinthian believers to ‘examine themselves’ – to examine, to judge, evaluate, assess, weigh - themselves before they take the bread and the wine, and confess, agree with God, where they were out of alignment. 
These Corinthian believers were just out of paganism, which was highly sexualised and nasty – Paul has to remind them that they were like that, but are like that no longer; they are now pure and undefiled, washed by the Blood of the Lamb, so it behoves them to look closely at themselves before they partake of the Lord’s Supper or they will incur discipline as His children...
Hebrews 12: 5 – 7 AMP

‘5 And have you [completely] forgotten the divine word of appeal and encouragement in which you are reasoned with and addressed as sons? My son, do not think lightly or scorn to submit to the correction and discipline of the Lord, nor lose courage and give up and faint when you are reproved or corrected by Him;6 For the Lord corrects and disciplines everyone whom He loves, and He punishes, even scourges, every son whom He accepts and welcomes to His heart and cherishes.7 You must submit to and endure [correction] for discipline; God is dealing with you as with sons. For what son is there whom his father does not [thus] train and correct and discipline?’
All about bringing many sons to glory...
And God has made provision for us to keep our feet clean daily –
1 John 1:5 – 10 The Message

Walk in the Light

‘5This, in essence, is the message we heard from Christ and are passing on to you: God is light, pure light; there's not a trace of darkness in him.
 6-7If we claim that we experience a shared life with him and continue to stumble around in the dark, we're obviously lying through our teeth—we're not living what we claim. But if we walk in the light, God himself being the light, we also experience a shared life with one another, as the sacrificed blood of Jesus, God's Son, purges all our sin.
 8-10If we claim that we're free of sin, we're only fooling ourselves. A claim like that is errant nonsense. On the other hand, if we admit our sins—make a clean breast of them—he won't let us down; he'll be true to himself. He'll forgive our sins and purge us of all wrongdoing. If we claim that we've never sinned, we out-and-out contradict God—make a liar out of him. A claim like that only shows off our ignorance of God.’

There is no condemnation, no judgement, and no punishment, for those who are in Christ but there is a process - we submit ourselves to our loving Creator, admitting where we have gone wrong and ask Him for help, for we can do nothing without Him...
Hebrews 4: 14 – 16 The Message

‘We don’t have a priest who is out of touch with our reality. He’s been through weakness and testing, experienced it all—all but the sin. So let’s walk right up to him and get what he is so ready to give. Take the mercy, accept the help.’

Take the mercy, accept the help because...

Romans 8:1 AMP

‘... [there is] now no condemnation (no adjudging guilty of wrong) for those who are in Christ Jesus.’
The pressure is off. 

Ahaah...
‘Oh to grace, how great a debtor, daily I'm constrained to be...’

What we are discovering in our journey through these attributes of God, made visible in the incarnation of His Son, is His transcendent -
Faithfulness, Goodness and Mercy -
His Grace

We are amazed, we marvel we are astonished...He has made provision for absolutely everything...everything is ‘in house’ as He deals with us as His sons and daughters...it’s a family business, no judgement, but correction of our sinful habits – for that is what they are, sin has been dealt with on the cross – to make us like Him.
Jesus came to put a face on God - incarnated, He is the sinner’s Friend, Saviour, Deliverer, Shepherd, Keeper, Father, and Bridegroom; He is also the Lord of Sabaoth – the Warrior King, resplendent in power and Majesty, before whom every knee will bow and every tongue confess that He is Lord and finally, He is the One who will judge the nations – 
John 5:22 – 30 NKJV
‘22For the Father judges no one, but has committed all judgment to the Son, 23 that all should honour the Son just as they honour the Father. He who does not honour the Son does not honour the Father who sent Him.
Life and Judgment Are Through the Son
24“Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and believes in Him who sent Me has everlasting life, and shall not come into judgment, but has passed from death into life. 25 Most assuredly, I say to you, the hour is coming, and now is, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God; and those who hear will live. 26 For as the Father has life in Himself, so He has granted the Son to have life in Himself, 27 and has given Him authority to execute judgment also, because He is the Son of Man. 28 Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all who are in the graves will hear His voice 29 and come forth—those who have done good, to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil, to the resurrection of condemnation. 30 I can of Myself do nothing. As I hear, I judge; and My judgment is righteous, because I do not seek My own will but the will of the Father who sent Me.’

He could not put it more clearly than this – if we believe in Him, we shall not come into judgement. The only judgement we will undergo is that for reward of works done... ‘Well done good and faithful servant...’
We can cease our struggling and striving to be ‘good’ – trying only shows us how bad we are – all we can do is trust, lean and rely on His unfailing love to bring us through...
He will present us faultless before His Throne...He will do it –
Jude 24 – 25 NKJV
Glory to God
‘24 Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to present you faultless...’

He is able. He will do it.


Hear the apostle John, who laid his head on the breast of Jesus, when He saw the risen Christ in all His glory on the Isle of Patmos –

Revelation 1: 9 – 20
9 I, John, your brother and fellow partaker in the tribulation and kingdom and perseverance which are in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. 10 I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and I heard behind me a loud voice like the sound of a trumpet, 11 saying, “Write in a book what you see, and send it to the seven churches: to Ephesus and to Smyrna and to Pergamum and to Thyatira and to Sardis and to Philadelphia and to Laodicea.”
12 Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking with me. And having turned I saw seven golden lampstands; 13 and in the middle of the lampstands I saw one like a son of man, clothed in a robe reaching to the feet, and girded across His chest with a golden sash. 14 His head and His hair were white like white wool, like snow; and His eyes were like a flame of fire. 15 His feet were like burnished bronze, when it has been made to glow in a furnace, and His voice was like the sound of many waters. 16 In His right hand He held seven stars, and out of His mouth came a sharp two-edged sword; and His face was like the sun shining in its strength.
17 When I saw Him, I fell at His feet like a dead man. And He placed His right hand on me, saying, “Do not be afraid; I am the first and the last, 18 and the living One; and I was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of death and of Hades. 19 Therefore write the things which you have seen, and the things which are, and the things which will take place after these things. 20 As for the mystery of the seven stars which you saw in My right hand, and the seven golden lampstands: the seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven churches.’
Footnotes:

a. Revelation 1:9 Or steadfastness 

b. Revelation 1:10 Or in spirit 

c. Revelation 1:11 Or scroll 

d. Revelation 1:13 Or the Son of Man 

e. Revelation 1:16 Lit shines 

f. Revelation 1:18 Lit became 

Cross references:

A. Revelation 1:9 : Rev 1:1 

B. Revelation 1:9 : Acts 1:15 

C. Revelation 1:9 : Matt 20:23; Acts 14:22; 2 Cor 1:7; Phil 4:14 

D. Revelation 1:9 : 2 Tim 2:12; Rev 1:6 

E. Revelation 1:9 : 2 Thess 3:5; Rev 3:10 

F. Revelation 1:9 : Rev 1:2 

G. Revelation 1:10 : Matt 22:43; Rev 4:2; 17:3; 21:10 

H. Revelation 1:10 : Acts 20:7 

I. Revelation 1:10 : Rev 4:1 

J. Revelation 1:11 : Rev 1:2, 19 

K. Revelation 1:11 : Rev 1:4, 20 

L. Revelation 1:11 : Rev 2:1 

M. Revelation 1:11 : Rev 2:8 

N. Revelation 1:11 : Rev 2:12 

O. Revelation 1:11 : Acts 16:14; Rev 2:18, 24 

P. Revelation 1:11 : Rev 3:1, 4 

Q. Revelation 1:11 : Rev 3:7 

R. Revelation 1:11 : Col 2:1; Rev 3:14 

S. Revelation 1:12 : Ex 25:37; 37:23; Zech 4:2; Rev 1:20; 2:1 

T. Revelation 1:13 : Rev 2:1 

U. Revelation 1:13 : Ezek 1:26; Dan 7:13; 10:16; Rev 14:14 

V. Revelation 1:13 : Dan 10:5 

W. Revelation 1:13 : Rev 15:6 

X. Revelation 1:14 : Dan 7:9 

Y. Revelation 1:14 : Dan 7:9; 10:6; Rev 2:18; 19:12 

Z. Revelation 1:15 : Ezek 1:7; Dan 10:6; Rev 2:18 

AA. Revelation 1:15 : Ezek 1:24; 43:2; Rev 14:2; 19:6 

AB. Revelation 1:16 : Rev 1:20; 2:1; 3:1 

AC. Revelation 1:16 : Is 49:2; Heb 4:12; Rev 2:12, 16; 19:15 

AD. Revelation 1:16 : Matt 17:2; Rev 10:1 

AE. Revelation 1:16 : Judg 5:31 

AF. Revelation 1:17 : Dan 8:17; 10:9, 10, 15 

AG. Revelation 1:17 : Dan 8:18; 10:10, 12 

AH. Revelation 1:17 : Matt 14:27; 17:7 

AI. Revelation 1:17 : Is 41:4; 44:6; 48:12; Rev 2:8; 22:13 

AJ. Revelation 1:18 : Luke 24:5; Rev 4:9f 

AK. Revelation 1:18 : Rom 6:9; Rev 2:8; 10:6; 15:7 

AL. Revelation 1:18 : Job 38:17; Matt 11:23; 16:19; Rev 9:1; 20:1 

AM. Revelation 1:19 : Rev 1:11 

AN. Revelation 1:19 : Rev 1:12-16 

AO. Revelation 1:19 : Rev 4:1 

AP. Revelation 1:20 : Rom 11:25 

AQ. Revelation 1:20 : Rev 1:16; 2:1; 3:1 

AR. Revelation 1:20 : Ex 25:37; 37:23; Zech 4:2; Rev 1:12; 2:1 

AS. Revelation 1:20 : Rev 1:16; 2:1; 3:1 

AT. Revelation 1:20 : Rev 1:4, 11 

AU. Revelation 1:20 : Matt 5:14f 

Here is our Lover, our beloved Bridegroom – coming as Judge – first to send word to His beloved churches, and then to open the scrolls that nobody but He is found worthy to undo, and to bring judgement on the unbelieving world...
Revelation 5: 1 – 5 NASB
“1 I saw in the right hand of Him who sat on the throne a book written inside and on the back, sealed up with seven seals. 2 And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, “Who is worthy to open the book and to break its seals?” 3 And no one in heaven or on the earth or under the earth was able to open the book or to look into it. 4 Then I began to weep greatly because no one was found worthy to open the book or to look into it; 5 and one of the elders said to me, “Stop weeping; behold, the Lion that is from the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has overcome so as to open the book and its seven seals.”
The Lamb is the One who alone is worthy to judge the nations of the earth... 
If we have a right view of God we will enjoy even our crises, knowing that they are changing us from one degree of glory to another; bringing us to the place where when our works are judged, we will receive a crown and we will love this great, pure, holy, wonderful, incredible, exciting, marvellous, amazing God whom we serve with all our heart, soul, mind and strength, for He has left nothing to chance, He has every base covered, He knows us, accepts us as we are, and loves us unconditionally and He has a plan for our redemption and restoration – hey God...
Nicholas of Cusa prayed like this – shall we join him?
‘Lord, I have heard a good word inviting me to look away to Thee and be satisfied. My heart longs to respond but sin has clouded my vision until I see Thee but dimly. Be pleased to cleanse me in Thine own precious blood, and make me inwardly pure so that I may with unveiled eyes gaze upon Thee all the days of my earthly pilgrimage. Then shall I be prepared to behold Thee in full splendour in the day when Thou shalt appear to be glorified in Thy saints and to be admired in all them that believe. Amen’2
Amen and Amen.
Beryl M
1 ‘Come thou fount of every blessing’ Hymn written by Robert Robinson
2 ‘The Pursuit of God’ A W Tozer
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Psalm 97:12 Or His holiness 
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