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GOD – WHO IS HE?

Why we must think rightly about God

‘The Wrath of God’
‘Shoreless Ocean! Who shall sound Thee?
Thine own eternity is round Thee,

Majesty Divine.’
Frederick William Faber
‘The subject of divine wrath has become taboo in modern society, and Christians by and large, have accepted the taboo and conditioned themselves never to raise the matter...’ thus says J I Packer in his timeless classic ‘Knowing God’. 

“Is He safe?” 
“Safe?” said Mr. Beaver 
“Who said anything about safe? 
‘Course he isn't safe! 
But he's good. 
He's the King, I tell you!” 1
We know that God is Good; He is Love; He is King; and He will judge...but what about the wrath of God?  
J I Packer rightly says this is a subject we do not touch on too often... 

Let’s pray shall we?

‘Lord, how excellent are Your ways, and how dark and devious are the minds and ways of man...I want to know You as You are, not as I imagine You to be. You are altogether lovely and my soul knows that right well, but sometimes I have qualms Lord...I would trust You and love You freely; I want to abandon myself to You completely without fear, I want to cease my endless questioning of You and Your motives in my secret heart. Open the eyes of my understanding to know You and behold You in truth in all your beauty. For Jesus sake and in His Name. Amen.’
The Old Testament appears consistently to portray God as destroying peoples and nations – bringing His fist down on one nation by using another against it, to its total destruction; everything vowed to Him was meant to be completely destroyed...Jephthah’s rash and tragic vow in Judges 11 is an example...
Judges 11: 36 NASB

“My father, you have given your word to the Lord; do to me as you have said”
Who can comprehend this? 
Can this be the requirement of a God of love...?
And nations -

Isaiah 10: 5 - 18 New Life Version

Assyria Used to Punish Israel
 “ 5 It is bad for Assyria. I use Assyria like a stick to punish Israel. 6 I sent it against a nation without God, against the people of My anger. I sent it to take away the riches of battle, and to step hard on the people like dirt in the streets. 7 But this is not what is in Assyria’s mind. It does not plan this in its heart. It plans to destroy and to cut off many nations. 8 For it says, “Are not my princes all kings? 9 Is not Calno like Carchemish, or Hamath like Arpad, or Samaria like Damascus? 10 My hand took the nations of the false gods, whose false gods were greater than those of Jerusalem and Samaria. 11 Should I not do to Jerusalem and her gods just as I have done to Samaria and her gods?”
12 So when the Lord has completed all His work on Mount Zion and on Jerusalem, He will punish the proud heart of the king of Assyria and his proud spirit. 13 For the king has said, “I did this by the power of my hand and by my wisdom, for I have understanding. I moved the land-marks of the people and took their riches. Like a strong man I have brought down those who sat on thrones. 14 My hand has taken the riches of the people like one taken from a nest. I gathered all the earth as one gathers eggs that have been left. And there was not one that moved its wing or opened its mouth or made a sound.”
15 Can an axe say it is more important than the one who uses it? Is the saw more important than the one who saws with it? A stick of wood does not lift up a man. A man lifts up a stick. 16 So the Lord, the Lord of All, will send a wasting disease among the strong Assyrian soldiers. Under the king’s greatness a fire will be started that will burn and burn. 17 The light of Israel and his Holy One will become a fire. And it will burn and destroy his thorns and thistles in one day. 18 The Lord will destroy the greatness of the trees and the fields that give much fruit, both soul and body. It will be as when a sick man wastes away.’ 
This passage is probably a good example of those used to conclude that God is a God of wrath in the Old Testament and a God of love in the New...somehow between Testaments, He changed -
Malachi 3:6 NKJV
6 “For I am the Lord, I do not change;”

O.K. then, it must be our problem not His.
We need to start with the premise -

Because God is good, He cannot do bad things...
God cannot be comprehended by human logic or reason; He is not bound to explain Himself or the reason for His actions to us...

When we speak of the wrath of God we are not likening it to that which man displays; a loss of self-control; an outburst of ‘seeing-red’ - which is partly if not wholly irrational and very damaging. It does not come from wounded pride, irritability or bad temper. The limits and characteristics which belong to His creature, do not apply to the Maker Himself. 

Just as God’s love never leads Him to foolish, impulsive or immoral actions in the way its human counterpart does, so His wrath is never other than a righteous expression of the Creator towards His creation.

God’s wrath is never capricious, selfish or irritable.

It is never displayed because He has had enough of man’s intransigence. 
God is only ever angry where anger is called for. 
All His anger is righteous; it is therefore impossible for us to comprehend.

Isaiah 55: 8 – 9 NASB

“For My thoughts are not your thoughts,
Nor are your ways My ways,” declares the Lord.
9 “For as the heavens are higher than the earth,
So are My ways higher than your ways
And My thoughts than your thoughts.”
Because of this, the proper attitude of heart of the believer towards God is –

Ecclesiastes 5: 1 - 3 NASB
Let your words be few
‘1Guard your steps as you go to the house of God and draw near to listen rather than to offer the sacrifice of fools; for they do not know they are doing evil. 2 Do not be hasty in word or impulsive in thought to bring up a matter in the presence of God. For God is in heaven and you are on the earth; therefore let your words be few. 3 For the dream comes through much effort and the voice of a fool through many words.’

In one way you can say what you like when you are in His presence, even though He may not like it, you can still say it; in another, guard your tongue...we must always remember the relationship, He is the Creator, we are the created; He is the Potter, we are the clay; ‘honour to whom honour is due, respect to whom respect is due...’ Romans 13:7.
Isaiah 45:9 The Message

‘Does clay talk back to the potter:
‘What are you doing?’
We can question the Almighty, but let us not expect too many answers -

Daniel 4: 34 – 35 NASB

34 “But at the end of that period, I, Nebuchadnezzar, raised my eyes toward heaven and my reason returned to me, and I blessed the Most High and praised and honored Him who lives forever;
For His dominion is an everlasting dominion,
And His kingdom endures from generation to generation.
35 “All the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing,
But He does according to His will in the host of heaven
And among the inhabitants of earth;
And no one can ward off His hand
Or say to Him, ‘What have You done?
He has His reasons that reason knows nothing of.
As individuals we either stand on God’ side and see things from His perspective; or we stand on our side and try to make Him answer our ‘Why?’ questions to the satisfaction of our rational mind – straining to argue ourselves into a tenuous place of faith and confidence instead of resting and relaxing in His tender care, knowing that He really is good, knows best and has our welfare at heart...that we are precious beyond our understanding to Him. 

In that reality we may rest. (
The irrefutable fact is that God is good; therefore He cannot do bad things. He is altogether lovely...
One of our problems is that He allows in His wisdom what He could easily prevent by His power, thus causing us to question Him, His wisdom and His motives...
We always know where we are with Him but we never know what He is going to do – is He safe? No!
He isn't safe - but He's Good.
We were saved on a fragment of truth – we did not know anything but John 3:16; we believed it and it was the start of our journey.
At some stage we have to make a leap of faith and decide in our hearts, He is good even though we do not understand all things, therefore we will trust Him. He always asks us to trust Him before He gives us understanding; when we do, our faith becomes God-centred; our perspective changes to top down rather than bottom up and we can begin to examine difficult questions without our faith being shaken. 
Contrary to popular belief, God is not stationary; He is not asleep; and He does not need shaking up; He is continually moving towards the completion of His plan and is constantly revealing more and more of Himself and His nature to us.  

Any problem we have is never Him, always us...short-sighted and blind we are until He opens the eyes of our understanding -

Ephesians 1:17 - 18 NKJV 
‘17(Our Lord Jesus Christ) may give to you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him, 18 the eyes of your understanding being enlightened;’ 
We can see the thread of the unfolding revelation of His nature from the Garden of Eden to the book of Revelation - where the Risen, Ascended, and Glorified Lord is revealed for all to see... 
He is not a God who hides Himself; He desires to be known -

I want you to know Me,

Know My holiness

Know My righteousness

Know My perfection

Know My joy

Know My love

Know My goodness

Know My plans

Know Me,

Know 
Me.
We may know Him, but still be no further to understanding...the finite can never understand the mind of the infinite; the sheep has no idea of the mind of the Shepherd; the pot of the Potter, and so on...
One thing we can know - He doesn’t change 
Malachi 3: 5 NKJV
“I am the Lord, I do not change;”
He is immutable, unalterable, unchangeable, fixed, and constant. What a relief for unstable, fearful and doubting people; He never, ever, changes how He feels towards you.
Let your heart come to rest on that.
And what He was, He still is - and always will be – there is no shadow of turning with Him...He will not change the way He feels about you; He loves you and He will never change His mind; His love is not based on an emotional decision, He did not wake up one morning with a warm fuzzy feeling about mankind - He chose to love us from before the foundation of the earth was laid...judgement and wrath must come to the unbeliever in the righteousness of God, but never to the believer, He cannot go against Himself. 
Wrath is an old English word defined in my dictionary as being ‘deep intense anger and indignation; and anger as ‘a sense of injury or insult; righteous anger aroused by injustice and baseness’. 
God’s wrath is always judicial – it arises from His holiness and His righteous judgement. 

This is the wrath of a Judge administering perfect justice which, as we saw last time, will never involve us as believers; we cannot underestimate the calamity, the catastrophe, which the unbeliever will bring upon himself by his own choice...

Here we see our risen and glorified Lord taking the position the Father gave Him as Judge of all –

Revelation 20: 11 – 15 NIV
The Judgment of the Dead

‘11Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. The earth and the heavens fled from his presence, and there was no place for them. 12 And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Another book was opened, which is the book of life. The dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books. 13 The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them, and each person was judged according to what they had done. 14 Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the second death. 15 Anyone whose name was not found written in the book of life was thrown into the lake of fire.’

The Great White Throne and books are opened. These books contain the life story of each unbeliever; they will show how many opportunities each had to believe in God’s Son, and how they spurned His free gift of pardon, as they have not accepted this offer they will have to pay the penalty for their sin themselves; each receives precisely what he deserves...
God’s wrath is something men choose for themselves.
Jesus fully took God’s wrath on the cross at Calvary for every person. 

It is finished. 

Telios. 

The price for sin is paid in full.

God has reconciled man to Himself.

But, for anyone who does not accept His offer of free pardon the debt still remains...He is absolute justice, absolute righteousness, absolute goodness, absolute kindness and mercy...
If we are to know God, really know Him, it is vital we face the truth concerning His wrath, however unfashionable it may be and however strong our initial prejudices against it, otherwise we shall not understand the gospel of salvation nor the propitiatory work of the Cross, or the wonder of the Love of God. We won’t understand the hand of God in history and we won’t understand His present dealings with us; nor will our evangelism have the urgency enjoined by Jude –

Jude 5 – 7 and 20 – 23 NASB
‘5 Now I desire to remind you, though you know all things once for all, that the Lord, after saving a people out of the land of Egypt, subsequently destroyed those who did not believe. 6 And angels who did not keep their own domain, but abandoned their proper abode, He has kept in eternal bonds under darkness for the judgment of the great day, 7 just as Sodom and Gomorrah and the cities around them, since they in the same way as these indulged in gross immorality and went after strange flesh, are exhibited as an example in undergoing the punishment of eternal fire.
Behold the goodness and severity of God...
20 But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, 21 keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting anxiously for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to eternal life. 22 And have mercy on some, who are doubting; 23 save others, snatching them out of the fire; and on some have mercy with fear, hating even the garment polluted by the flesh.’
If we are to return to a Christianity that changes the world and turns it upside down, we must see Him as He really, really is – the I AM before whom every knee will bow and every tongue will confess He is the Lord.

He never, ever changes the way He is.
He has done things in the past that we do not understand, and He will do so again in the future – He is God - He destroyed cities and nations in the Old Testament, women and children, animals and men... 
‘I have swallowed up girls and boys, women and men, kings and emperors; cities and realms’ said the Lion. It didn’t say this as if it were boasting, nor as if it were sorry, nor as if it were angry. It just said it.’

Aslan the Lion responding to Jill’s question in an extract from C S Lewis’s The Silver Chair’. 
“Is He safe?” “Safe?” said Mr. Beaver “Who said anything about safe. ‘Course he isn't safe. But he's good. He's the King, I tell you.” 1
He's the King, I tell you.
We do not understand, but He is not answerable to us for what He does...we only know and believe that 

He is good; therefore He cannot do bad things...
God incomprehensible.  
Let’s pray shall to end shall we?

‘O God, how great is our predicament! In Your presence, silence best becomes us, but love inflames our hearts and we utter words...We yearn to know what we cannot know, we yearn to comprehend the incomprehensible, to touch and taste the unapproachable...
Teach us to know that we cannot know; let faith support us where reason fails us; let us think because we believe, not in order to believe for deep calls to deep at the sound of Your waterspouts, at the sound of Your voice...’
‘...God is in heaven and you are on the earth; therefore let your words be few’
Amen.
Beryl M

1  C S Lewis, ‘The Lion, the witch and the wardrobe’: Chapter 8 ‘What Happened after Dinner’
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