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GOD – WHO IS HE?

Why we must think rightly about God

‘The Loving-Kindness and Mercy of God’
‘When all Thy mercies, O my God,

My rising soul surveys,

Transported with the view, I'm lost

In wonder, love and praise.’

Joseph Addison

The Old Testament is packed full with references to the loving-kindness and mercy of God; you can hardly turn a page without seeing it...

A W Tozer says -

‘We should banish from our minds forever the common but erroneous notion that justice and judgement characterise the God of Israel, whilst mercy and grace belong to the Lord of the church.’ 1 

...A fact which we touched on last time when we looked at the wrath of God – He hasn’t changed...

Mercy and loving-kindness will never cease to be a characteristic, an attribute of God for He cannot change the way He is. 
In the face of outright rebellion, cursing and bitterness, He is merciful – and because we are in Him, He calls us to be exactly the same...
‘Kyrie eleison! Christe eleison’ – the popular Gregorian chant – ‘Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy’; the prayer is simultaneously a petition and a prayer of thanksgiving; an acknowledgment of what God has done, what God is doing, and what God will continue to do. But is it mercy for me, judgement for others?

Ooops! Stick to the script!
Mercy is an attribute of God, an infinite and inexhaustible energy within the Divine nature, which disposes God to be actively compassionate towards His creation.

Mercy – that indefinable quality of the Father of Lights in whom there is no shadow of turning...

What He was He always will be, for He never, ever changes. He is immutable.

Mercy defined then is –

A deep, tender, feeling of compassion such as is aroused by the sight of weakness or suffering in those who are dear to us, or need our help. A characteristic most often used of God.

The Bible tells us He is good, kind, generous, merciful, slow to anger, swift to bless and His loving-kindness is over all He has made...

Now there’s another word – loving-kindness. The Hebrew is ‘Chessed’ pronounced ‘Hesed’ – and it encompasses such words as –

· Strength

· Steadfast love

· Grace

· Mercy

· Faithfulness

· Goodness

· Devotion

Deuteronomy 7:9 NIV

‘9 Know therefore that the Lord your God is God; he is the faithful God, keeping his covenant of love (hesed) to a thousand generations of those who love him and keep his commandments.’ 
Three basic meanings of the word which always interact are – strength, steadfastness and love...any understanding of the word that fails to suggest all three, inevitably loses some of its richness; rather like the word ‘love’ which can easily become sentimentalised and looked at apart from His covenant to love...
It would take a very hard heart not to respond to Someone whose nature is so altogether lovely...

Shall we pray before we begin?

‘Father, we have seen for ourselves You are altogether lovely but in the slowness of our hearts towards you we argue and rebel against Your wondrous loveliness and Your ways...forgive us Lord, have mercy upon us according to Your loving-kindness; restore us to a right mind; open our eyes to see the awe, the wonder, the beauty of Your nature. 

In Jesus’ Name and for His sake. Amen.’
‘The quality of mercy is not strained,

It droppeth as the gentle rain from heaven

Upon the place beneath: it is twice blest;

It blesseth him that gives and him that takes...’
The erudite among us will know that is a quote from Shakespeare’s Merchant of Venice, Portia speaking. 
Mercy doesn't come with bits sifted out of it. 
Mercy is a constant, given consistently, it is not only applied to certain things; it comes from God...
‘There has been a lot of careless teaching that implies that the Old Testament is a book of severity and law, and the New Testament is a book of tenderness and grace...’  says A W Tozer. 
Both Testaments declare the mercy of God and it may surprise you to know that mercy appears in the Old Testament over four times more than it does in the New...

His goodness is the source of God’s great mercy. 
God is GOOD.
When He passed before Moses and showed him His glory this is what He proclaimed about Himself –

Exodus 34: 6 – 7 NIV
‘ 6 And he passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, ‘The Lord, the Lord, the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, 7 maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin.’
Here is a sevenfold cluster of divine attributes – compassion, graciousness, patience, loving-kindness, truth, forgiveness, faithfulness and mercy. At the heart of all of them is hesed, the word invariably used in the Old Testament when speaking of the love of God.  Sometimes translated ‘loving-kindness’ or ‘steadfast love’ it signifies the faithful, covenant keeping nature of God.
Mercy is active; in action it is compassionate; it stoops and has compassion upon...God actively ‘compassionates’ suffering men and women. 
Exodus 2:23 – 25 NIV

‘23 During that long period, the king of Egypt died. The Israelites groaned in their slavery and cried out, and their cry for help because of their slavery went up to God. 24 God heard their groaning and he remembered his covenant with Abraham, with Isaac and with Jacob. 25 So God looked on the Israelites and was concerned about them.’

When the goodness of God comes face to face with human guilt and suffering God listens; God hears; the bleating of the lamb comes into His ears; the cry of the babe reaches His heart; and the cry of the nation of Israel came up to His throne...His ‘concern’ caused Him to raise up a deliverer for them.

Isaiah 63: 7 – 9 New Life Version

Israel Remembers God’s Loving-Kindness

‘7 I will tell of the loving-kindness of the Lord, and praise Him for all He has done. I will tell of all the Lord has given us, the great goodness He has shown to the family of Israel and given to them because of His loving-pity and His great loving-kindness. 8 For He said, “For sure they are My people, sons who will not be false to Me.” So He saved them from the punishment of sin. 9 He suffered with them in all their troubles, and the angel of the Lord saved them. In His loving-kindness He paid the price and made them free. He lifted them up and carried them all the days of long ago.’

His loving-kindness is over all that He has made.
His concern for us as a dying race caused Jesus to come to die in our place...mercy.
‘He is bearing this world in His arms as a mother her sick child’ said F B Meyer in his little book on guidance. 
‘The Lord is not willing that any should perish’ (2 Peter 3:9). ‘He does not take pleasure in the death of the wicked’ (Ezekiel 33:11) – God never looks down and rejoices to see us squirm...
The judgement of God is God’s justice confronting moral iniquity – when justice sees sin, without Jesus, judgement falls. Mercy is God’s goodness confronting human guilt and suffering and providing a way out...Man can walk away from the mercy of God, but he can never prevent it flowing freely and continuously over all men – nothing alters the quality of God’s mercy; nothing diminishes it; because He gives it freely does not mean He has lost something; His supply is not limited...
And then there is the grace of God -
‘Amazing grace how sweet the sound
That saved a wretch like me
I once was lost, but now am found
Was blind but now I see’
But His grace is no greater than His mercy; for all His attributes are who He is, not what He is like...none are greater or lesser than the other...I need grace, but O, I need mercy too - every day, every moment...
God’s attributes are unchanging, but when you have a problem, you find you need one attribute above all the others – just what is it you need Him to give you of Himself right now that He couldn’t 
give you at any other time? 
Just what are you in desperate need of?
Do you need His grace, His mercy, His forbearance, His compassion, His faithfulness, His steadfast love, His immutability, His love, His peace, His joy, His patience, His gentleness, His understanding, His purity, His compassion, His endurance...? 

Then -
Dip it up!

There is a story from the 19th century of a ship sailing off the coast of Africa that had run out of fresh water and sighting another vessel sent up a desperate signal, ‘Water, we need water’; came the reply ‘Dip it up then - you are in the mouth of the Amazon’. 
Underneath them was all the fresh water they could possibly need...

Are you sailing on something you need to dip up? 

‘When through the blood of the everlasting covenant we children of the shadows reach at last our home in the light, we shall have a thousand strings to our harps, but the sweetest may well be the one tuned to sound forth most perfectly, the mercy of God.’2
Bless the Lord, O my soul and forget not all His benefits...
‘Father, keep us in remembrance of Your great heart towards us – we deserve nothing, but You freely give us everything, in Jesus name and for His sake.
Amen.’
Beryl M

1‘The Attributes of God, A W Tozer Volume 1. 
2  Ibid
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