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GOD – WHO IS HE?

Why we must think rightly about God

‘The Sovereignty of God’
‘He showed me a little thing, the size of a hazelnut lying in the palm of my hand; I was given to understand it is everything that is made...it lasts and shall last because God loves it. And in this way all things have their being by the grace of God. In this little thing I saw three properties – God made it; God loves it; God keeps it.’ 1
The sovereignty of God - this attribute, maybe more than any other, sets the pulse racing in most Christians...They adore the love, mercy, grace, kindness of God, but speak of His sovereignty; His right to do with His own as He chooses; and suddenly the smile and warm fuzzy disappear...the fists come up and they will defend to the death the right to what they consider to be theirs...He can have His 10%, the rest is mine... ‘He gave me free will’ which, incidentally, is a name for nothing – it only makes us free to disobey Him and walk away...
I conclude that even Christians sometimes would rather God kept His distance and left us to live our lives at our own pace and in our own way, or we feel invaded... 

Consider the following cautionary tale -
‘A father and his four year old son are having a beef burger together; they have just been served and before the child can start his food, the father reaches over and cuts his burger in half at which point the child screams ‘It’s MY burger and you’ve ruined it!’. 
Dad thinks ‘I'm your father, eat your burger!’
Then the Lord spoke to this man - ‘I want you to apologise to him; you just violated his space. You didn’t ask him if you could cut his burger’.  Somewhat reluctantly the father does as he is told thinking ‘He’s four years old, I just bought him a burger and the Lord wants me to repent!’ He leans over and says to the little boy ‘I'm sorry I cut your burger without asking, will you forgive me, would you like another one?’ Tears finish, anger goes and the little boy says, ‘That’s OK dad, I’ll eat this one’.

As the father pondered this situation later, he felt that the Lord was saying ‘You are not your own, you are bought with a price and sometimes I just reach into your life, without your permission, and take half of what you have – half of what you consider to be yours...’
What you are thinking about that story right now will be an indicator of how you perceive God’s sovereignty. 
Unlike the father in the story, God doesn’t apologise for being God when He helps Himself to our lives...Sometimes, He just reaches over and cuts things in half; the reason being we are not our own; we are bought at a price and He reserves the right to do with His own as He chooses, it’s called -

Sovereignty
We belong to someone else; we have no right to ourselves anymore; we had no rights before when we belonged to the kingdom of darkness, and now we are blood bought out of that kingdom, into the kingdom of light and we have laid down our ‘rights’ to ourselves. 
If we allow the providence of God, by the goodness of God, and our submission to Him to work in our lives, though it may be painful, we can see the fruit of His doings...  
If we do not agree to allow God to be sovereign in our lives, sometimes in His providential care of us, He will reach down and take half - if not all - of what we consider to be ours...
Put another way, if we do not come into that place of submission to the divine will and allow the Lord the whole of our lives, He will move sovereignly to do the thing He purposed anyway, which is to conform us to the likeness of His Son.

Sovereignty
Mostly we don’t like it, but we must agree to it.
That little illustration may prove for you why I personally have concluded that Christians largely do not like God to be sovereign in their lives – He sometimes helps Himself to what they think is theirs...

‘There is within the human heart’ says A W Tozer ‘a tough, fibrous root of fallen life, whose nature is to possess, always to possess. It covets things with a deep and fierce passion. The pronouns ‘my’ and ‘mine’ look innocent enough in print, but their constant and universal use is significant. They express the real nature of the old Adamic man better than a thousand volumes of theology could do. They are verbal symptoms of our deep disease. The roots of our hearts have gone down into things and we dare not pull up one rootlet, lest we die.’ 2
Let’s pray before we go any further shall we?

‘God, of Your great goodness, give me Yourself, for You are sufficient for me. Were I to ask anything less, I should always be in want. Only in You have I all. Help me to let go of everything and everyone holding me back from allowing You to be sovereign over my life, in Jesus’ name. 
Amen.’

To the surrendered heart, the sovereignty of God is absolute security. 
A surrendered heart understands that in all of life there is no second cause - that God is the first cause of everything they experience; in His sovereignty over their lives, they find their peace and their joy; they have concluded there is within each of us an enemy which we tolerate at our peril...the ‘self’ life. They have decided to say ‘yes’ to God, because they know they can’t lose. They recognise that if they say ‘no’ to God, they can’t win because they cannot say ‘no’ and ‘Lord’ in the same breath...
The unsurrendered soul will labour constantly against the providential workings of God...until, like the son in the story of the prodigal, they find that the only place to go is home, to the Father’s loving embrace.

He allows in His wisdom what He could easily prevent by His power. 

Job 12: 9 – 17 NKJV
‘9Who among all these does not know
That the hand of the Lord has done this,
10 In whose hand is the life of every living thing,
And the breath of all mankind?
11 Does not the ear test words
And the mouth taste its food?
12 Wisdom is with aged men,
And with length of days, understanding.
13 “With Him are wisdom and strength,
He has counsel and understanding.
14 If He breaks a thing down, it cannot be rebuilt;
If He imprisons a man, there can be no release.
15 If He withholds the waters, they dry up;
If He sends them out, they overwhelm the earth.
16 With Him are strength and prudence.
The deceived and the deceiver are His.
17 He leads counsellors away plundered,
And makes fools of the judges.’

Ummmmm...

Job 33: 12 - 13 NKJV 

‘God is greater than man.
13 Why do you contend with Him?’
To say and allow God to be sovereign, is to say that He is supreme over all things; that there is no-one above Him; that He is absolute Lord over creation. Therefore, there is nothing that is out of His control, nothing that catches Him unawares, nothing that is not seen by Him. It means that every creature in heaven and hell must at the last trump, bow the knee and confess that Jesus is Lord to the glory of God the Father. (Philippians 2:10).

Consider the majesty of this passage: 

Isaiah 40:25 NKJV
“To whom then will you liken Me,
Or to whom shall I be equal?” says the Holy One.
26 Lift up your eyes on high,
And see who has created these things,
Who brings out their host by number;
He calls them all by name,
By the greatness of His might
And the strength of His power;
Not one is missing.’

The best piece of advice we may ever receive comes from Job -
Job 22:21 – 22 NIV

21 ‘Submit to God and be at peace with him;
in this way prosperity will come to you.
22 Accept instruction from his mouth
and lay up his words in your heart’.
Amen to that!
Beryl M

1 ‘Revelations of Divine Love’ Julian of Norwich paraphrase.

2 ‘The Pursuit of God’ A W Tozer
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