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GOD – WHO IS HE?

Why we must think rightly about God

‘The Glory of God’

“You are worthy, O Lord,
To receive glory and honour and power;
For You created all things,
And by Your will they exist and were created.”
Revelation 4: 11
The glory of God is the goodness of God – God is good.
‘Father, your loving-kindness and mercy ruin us; your extravagant love melts every hard place in our hearts and causes us to cry ‘Abba, Father’.  Lord Jesus, your obedience to the Father compels us to worship you – our Saviour, Lord and Coming King...Who is like unto You, glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders...’

God is consistent, you always know where you are with Him, but He is unpredictable – you never know what He will do next...

‘One day, Jesus asked His disciples if they would carry a stone for Him. He didn’t give any explanation, He just asked them. The disciples looked around for a stone to carry – Peter, being practical, sought out the smallest he could find, thinking that he didn’t want a heavy load to carry, he put it in his pocket. 
Jesus then said ‘Follow Me!’ so they did.

About noon, He had them sit down, waved His hand and the stones turned to bread...

In a few seconds, Peter’s lunch was over.

When lunch was done, Jesus again said ‘I would like you to carry a stone for Me.’ this time Peter said to himself ‘Aha! I get it,’ and looked around for a small boulder. Hoisting it on his back, he started after Jesus...it was heavy and painful, but he was still hungry from a very light lunch, so he persevered. 

Around supper time they reached a small river; Jesus said ‘Throw your stones in, and follow Me’. 

Peter looked at Him dumbfounded... 

Jesus said ‘Don’t you remember what I asked you to do? I asked you to carry a stone for Me...Who were you carrying the stone for?’

Whoops! Good question Jesus...
Unless we honestly face ourselves, we will never come face to face with the glory of God and His magnificent grace towards us...while we have a self-centred gospel, we will have a self-centred kingdom, we will be at the centre of it; He is not King in our lives, we are...we need to be decentred, and recentred on Him -
‘God, of Your great goodness, give me Yourself, for You are sufficient for me. Were I to ask anything less, I should always be in want. Only in You have I all.’ 1
The Gospel is good news. 
It is the news of God’s glorious and extravagant love being endlessly poured out upon a lost and fallen race...
He is the reason He loves us...is it any wonder the angels cried ‘Glory to God in the Highest’ at the birth of the King of kings and Lord of lords?

The glory of God – is Who He is. 
Glorious. 
Everything He touches contains His glory...His glorious moral attributes; the perfections of God; the abundance, wealth and treasure of Him...His splendour, brightness and majesty; His absolute purity, His joy, His happiness, His holiness and worthiness to be praised, glorified and honoured...He is a happy God who is near; He is delighted with His people and His creation and He is accessible to all who will come...
I found 360 references to the word glory, which in Hebrew is the word ‘kabhod’, literally weight; there is weight in the glory of God...
The Greek word is ‘doxa’ and it means essentially the same - weight, abundance, wealth, treasure, honour, dignity, splendour, brightness, and majesty – the manifested perfection of His character, especially His righteousness; thus, His glorious moral attributes; the infinite perfections of God and our Lord Jesus Christ who came to put a face on God - the embodiment of God’s glory; the ‘brightness of the Father's glory’ (Hebrews 1:3). 
He came to put a face on God, so that we may know Him...
John 14: 7 NKJV

The Father Revealed
7 “If you had known Me, you would have known My Father also; and from now on you know Him and have seen Him.”
Glory!
Exodus 15:11 KJV
‘11 Who is like unto thee, O Lord, among the gods? Who is like thee, glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders?’

Answer? 
There is none like You Oh God...
We cannot think or speak of Him without awe...He is glorious, fearful, wonderful, awesome, majestic...unless, of course, we have a god of our own making, down-sized to fit our idea of Who He is.  We make a great mistake when we think of God being somehow like us, only much bigger; when we think He thinks the way we do...
Unless we are aware of our own moral dislocation from Him; our utter helplessness without Him; our inbuilt propensity to murder, steal, kill, manipulate and destroy in order to get what we want; just how totally degenerate we are without the Grace of God – we will never fully know the glory of God in our salvation and the greatest of good news that God restores us, miserable sinners that we were, to sons; our pride in our own perceived goodness will prevent us enjoying God’s grace to the full.
Jesus gave a salutary example of the human condition in the parable of the two sons – we will all identify with one or other. The parable is probably wrongly named, the parable of the Prodigal Son, as it is the father who is prodigal, reckless, wasteful, profligate, extravagant and uncontrolled in his love for his sons.  
Here we have a dissolute younger son, who spends his inheritance but recognises his need and returns, and a religious, self-righteous, apparently hard working elder son, who stays at home dutifully and miserably obeying his father – his heart full of resentment... 
The wandering boy returns and the father clothes him in the finest robe in the house, puts a ring on his finger and shoes on his feet – he isn’t going to wait for the boy to grovel, or earn his way back into his father’s affections – the father overwhelmingly loves the lad and graciously taking him back restores to him everything he had thrown away...He covers his nakedness, poverty and rags with his own robe...

But that isn’t all the story reveals. 
Both wanted their inheritance; the younger son expressed his defiance by demanding his inheritance; the elder kept quiet; in fact, neither of them wanted their father in authority over them; both were rebels but in a different way...

It is difficult to decide which is worse, the younger, wayward and obvious in his behaviour, the elder, outwardly compliant, silent, but seething inside because he was not getting what he felt he was owed. 

Both sons suffered from the same basic complaint - they both wanted what the father owned, more than they wanted him -
‘Father, give me...’ 
‘You have never given me...’
‘Son, all I have is yours...’
In his book ‘The Prodigal God’ Timothy Keller says, ‘The point of the parable is that someone has to pay; either as elder brother or younger brother, we have rebelled against our Father.’ 

Jesus as has paid the price for us; He was stripped of His robe and His dignity, so that we could be clothed with a dignity we don’t deserve; He was treated as an outcast, so that we could come into God’s family by grace; He drank the cup of the wrath of God for us, that we might drink the cup of the Father’s joy; He has made sons out of sinners...the glory of God.
But someone had to pay - there was no other way for the Father to bring us home except at the expense of our elder Brother...

The glory of God is the goodness of God; in the face of His children’s declension and demands that they be given what they consider theirs by right; desiring only what He can give, without desiring Him - He still loves, and loves, and loves...pouring out in abundance His love for them. 
The glory of God is Who He is - He is the reason He loves us. 
We have no merit or worth that He should do so, but He loves us without conditions; He welcomes us home, without conditions...He paid the price for us, without conditions...He is altogether lovely and worthy of our thanksgiving, praise, and worship at all times -
Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.

Bow down before Him, His glory proclaim;

Gold of obedience and incense of lowliness,

Bring and adore Him; the Lord is His name!
J S B Monsell

Who is like unto thee O Lord?

The Gospel is Good News, very good news.

And the glory of God is the goodness of God.

God is 

GOOD.

He’s GOOD, GOOD, He is GOOD...
He is glorious.

The Gospel is Good News, the best news ever; the gospel is the glory of God revealed in His Son, that He might bring many sons to glory...

John 17: 1 – 5 NKJV

‘Jesus spoke these words, lifted up His eyes to heaven, and said: “Father, the hour has come. Glorify Your Son, that Your Son also may glorify You, 2 as You have given Him authority over all flesh, that He should give eternal life to as many as You have given Him. 3 And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent. 4 I have glorified You on the earth. I have finished the work which You have given Me to do. 5 And now, O Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before the world was.’
Jesus glorified the Father by His love and obedience to the Father’s commands, and having completed His work, He returned to the glory which He had ‘before the world was...’
God is complete in Himself, He loves Himself, and desires that we should glorify Him and enjoy Him as our chief satisfaction – forever...

He is a happy God, He delights in Himself and wants us to share that delight. The longing to be happy isn’t wrong – seeking happiness is not in itself sinful, unless we seek it in the wrong place - and we find that the only place we are completely satisfied, filled, nourished, cherished, delighted and loved is in Him – we are satisfied completely only when He is our glory and our praise...God is most glorified in us when we are most satisfied in Him...

‘There once was in man a true happiness of which now remain to him only the mark and empty trace, which he in vain tries to fill from all his surroundings, seeking from the things absent the help he does not obtain in things present. But these are all inadequate, because the infinite abyss can only be filled by an infinite and immutable object, that is to say, only by God Himself.’2
Finding the kind of life in which you are truly happy does not come from anything we experience physically. Deep and lasting happiness is found only in loving God for His own sake, for Who He is, not for what He can give...

Augustine said –‘Late have I loved Thee, O beauty so ancient and new; late have I loved Thee. I fell and was broken by the things I sought, the things You made...’
He went mad, he would later say, on his way to sanity. Having exhausted himself seeking fulfilment in every other thing, he finally allowed God to cross over the boundary of his heart and will and the living presence of Jesus became his inner fire; a flame that would touch everything he would say or do from that time onward.
He was touched and transformed by the flaming Presence and glory of God.

When God reveals Himself to us it is purely an act of grace and it is glorious.

He responds to the seeking heart; the heart that seeks Him for Who He is, not what He can give -
I want you to know Me,
Know My holiness

Know My perfection
Know My joy

Know My love
Know My goodness
Know My plans
Know Me

Know Me

I want you to know 

My glory
Know

Me...

And I have given you My Holy Spirit for this express purpose, that you might know Me; that you might become more and more intimately acquainted with 
Me
‘Whatever you need, I am the answer. 

In Me, you are complete.’

Jeremiah 9:24 King James Version 
‘24 But let him that glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth and knoweth me, that I am the Lord which exercise lovingkindness, judgment, and righteousness, in the earth: for in these things I delight, saith the Lord.’
Amen and Amen and Amen.

Beryl M
1 ‘Revelations of Divine Love’ Julian of Norwich

2 ‘Pensees’ Blaise Pascal quoted in John Piper’s book ‘Desiring God’
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