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GOD – WHO IS HE?
Why we must think rightly about God

‘The Compassion of God’
Exodus 34:6 NASB

‘6 Then the LORD passed by in front of him and proclaimed, “The LORD, the LORD God, compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in loving-kindness and truth;’

Shall we pray before we begin?

‘Father, loving Father, gracious and compassionate God, I long to understand and know Your great heart of love... to think and perceive in the way You think and perceive. My heart is so narrow, so self-consumed. Aid me Father in my search for your heart, your compassion, your mercy, love and generosity, stretch me Lord. For Jesus sake and in His Name. Amen’
True compassion is not sympathy or empathy; compassion moves the heart to act on the behalf of another – Jesus was ‘moved with compassion’ for the plight of people who came to Him...He was moved by compassion for the human race and gave His life that we might be restored to relationship with the Father.  
Compassion is one of the most beautiful attributes of God, He looks upon us weak, foolish, and deceitful people that we are, and has compassion upon us, for only He knows the depth to which we have fallen and the extent to which we need restoration - 
‘Christ has regarded my helpless estate and has shed His own blood for my soul...’1
Compassion: to love, love deeply; have mercy; be compassionate; have tender affection; have compassion; to cherish as a parent with a child... 

When we speak of the Lord having compassion, we are apt to confuse it with human compassion which arises from natural love and concern, but the love of God from which His compassion arises, encompasses all the fruit of the Spirit and the description of what love is in –
1 Corinthians 13: 4 – 8 NASB
‘4Love is patient, love is kind and is not jealous; love does not brag and is not arrogant, 5 does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not provoked, does not take into account a wrong suffered, 6 does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth; 7 bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 8 Love never fails;’

Compassion is who He is, He doesn’t have it; it is part of His unchanging nature. 

In the same way as we would say ‘God is love’ meaning that it is an essential part of God, compassion is something true of God, but it isn’t God. It expresses the way He is. He always acts like Himself, which is totally opposite to how we are, and He never suspends one of His attributes in order to exercise another...so He is at the same time Holy, just, righteous and compassionate. 

‘His love is an incomprehensibly vast, bottomless, shoreless sea before which we kneel in joyful silence and from which the loftiest eloquence retreats confused and abashed.’2
Perhaps at the end of the day it will not be how much we understand theologically, but how much we have experienced God. Everything He does is fuelled by the passionate fire of His love...

We have no words...

So we must think rightly about God when we endeavour to describe His compassion and not confuse it with our human compassion, love or sympathy... 
The compassion of God never fails, human compassion will always reach its end; like patience it runs out. It is therefore essential that as we grow, we begin to take on the nature and character of Jesus and our natural compassion is replaced with His...it is here we have to understand something fundamental about ourselves -
Everything is wrong with us until Jesus puts it right.
Not something, everything. 

This is the reason we had to be re-born from above, and not just receive a make-over.

Everything in us is bent - twisted beyond recognition; we needed to start again and that is what God, in His infinite compassion, goodness and mercy, gave us - a new start; a new heart; a new DNA. 
The very nature of Jesus Himself is now within us; through circumstance and trial, He works on us, as a potter on the clay, until His nature becomes ours; and the speed of the transformation is governed by our choices...So it is that as the nature of Christ becomes more and more firmly rooted in our hearts, we too will feel and be moved by His compassion. It was when Jesus was ‘moved with compassion’ that miracles happened...and ‘without Him, we can do nothing’... 
We see something interesting in the story of Lot and his family when the angels came to lead them out before judgement came – here Lot feels the compassion of God for his sons-in-law who think he is joking about getting out of Sodom; he hesitates –
Genesis 19:16 NASB
‘16But he hesitated. So the men seized his hand and the hand of his wife and the hands of his two daughters, for the compassion of the LORD was upon him; and they brought him out, and put him outside the city.’ (Emphasis mine)
It is a mistake to think that God suspends His compassion when He has to bring judgement; He never suspends one attribute at the cost of another. 
He is compassionate and gracious, and takes no pleasure in bringing judgement, but His holiness demands it – as it did in Sodom and Gomorrah; so will it be at the end of the age when Jesus opens the scrolls and once again universal judgement is released on the earth, it will be because God wants to show compassion; He will still hear the voices of those who are repentant – those who change their minds towards Him at the last moment...‘Lord, remember me...’ 
He does not close His ears to their cries – He is swift to come to their aid. No one will spend eternity separated from God because God had a ‘moment’.  His compassion fails not; anyone ending up in the lake of fire will go there because they have chosen that destiny in place of His love, mercy, grace and compassion. If there were any people crying out to Him before the universal flood, He would have heard them and rescued them...He warned for 120 years that the flood was coming through His servant Noah... 

Humanism would say that a loving God would not allow such a thing – but a right view of God cannot disallow it. A right view of God holds that His holiness must be satisfied as well as His justice and His love and compassion... 
Man gets what he chooses - and God respects his choice. God’s compassion always moves us to action, always moves us to make choices...

How do we maintain hope and trust in Him in the face of the realities of life? 
Hardship.
Disappointment. 
Injustice.

Prolonged suffering. 
The same circumstances may strike different people. Some become hardened, bitter and cynical; others grow in hope and sweetness of spirit. 
I have seen people encounter heartbreaking situations, become offended at God and walk away from Him; I have seen others who, when confronted with similar circumstances, believe unswervingly in the goodness of God and choose to trust Him to work it out; if not in this life, then certainly in the next.
What makes the difference? 
Their view of God and their choices...diamond or granite – we get to choose. 
What you think about God is the most important thing in your life.

In his book, ‘Finding God’ Dr Larry Crabb says this -

“Feeling better has become more important than finding God. Finding God means to face all life, both good and bad, with a spirit of trust …You know you are finding God when you believe that God is good no matter what happens.”

Would that He would overrule every one of us, but that would mean He would have to suspend free will...

 ‘Compassion is the foundation for all true spiritual authority. It was when Jesus felt compassion for the sheep without a shepherd that He became their Shepherd. When He felt compassion for those who were in darkness, He became their Teacher. God is love. If we’re following Him, we will grow in love, and through this, we will grow in the power of His love.’3
Amen and amen. That which I know not, teach me O Lord my God. 

Beryl M
1 ‘When peace like a river attendeth my soul’ hymn written by H G Spafford on the occasion of receiving a telegram informing him of the loss of several of his children by drowning.
2 ‘The knowledge of the Holy’ A W Tozer

3  A comment by Rick Joyner
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