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GOD – WHO IS HE?

Why we must think rightly about God

The Fire of God 
‘Still, still, without ceasing,

I feel it increasing

The fervour of holy desire;

And often exclaim,

Let me die in the flame

Of a love that can never expire.’1

Madame Guyon
Let’s pray shall we?
‘Lord, I utter that which I understand not; things too wonderful for me which I know not. I have heard of Thee by the hearing of the ear, but now my eyes see Thee and I repent in dust and ashes. (Job 42:5) While I was musing upon Thy greatness, the fire burned and I must speak of Thee for Thy word is like a fire shut up in my bones (Jeremiah 20:9) I must speak of Thee, lest I offend against the generation of your children who know Thee not as Thou art...Great God, All Mighty, Sovereign Ruler of the universe...’
I may have already offended some of you by using ‘Thee’ and ‘Thou’, but there is something majestic, transcendent, awe-inspiring and magnificent, about Almighty God, the King of Kings, Lord of Lords, Creator of all that exists, the Supreme Ruler of the Universe, that causes the soul to bow itself low before Him in reverent fear and awe as well as adoration, joy and delight...

There is something about the unutterable, ineffable, words fail – brilliance – the fiery furnace of indescribable light in which He dwells that wrenches a cry from the deepest part of our being and causes both the reverent fear and awe of the Lord and love, veneration and adoration, to rise up at the same time as childlike trust... 

There are times when with Isaiah I cry –

‘Woe is me I am undone, I am a man of unclean lips and I live amongst a people of unclean lips and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.’ (Isaiah 6:5) 
And with Peter, I cry –
‘Away from me Lord, I am a sinful man, O Lord.’ (Luke 5:8)
There is something about the inward sight of Almighty God that brings us to our knees...for it is of that which I speak, the gaze of the inward eye; the eyes of the heart...
Today I may cry in utter delight ‘Abba, Father’ revelling in His love and compassion; the next moment I cry with Thomas ‘My Lord and My God’ as I kneel trembling and delighted to admire and adore the ‘High and Lofty One who inhabits eternity’ and ask for that one thing ...
Psalm 27: 4 NASB

‘One thing I have asked from the Lord, that I shall seek:
That I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life,
To behold the beauty of the Lord
And to meditate in His temple’
It’s a paradox.
At least, that is my experience.

Almighty God is beautiful; He commands the utmost honour and respect – that is why at times I find that nothing but the language of King James Bible is fitting...‘Thee’ and ‘Thou’ come naturally to me – to address the Divine as ‘You’ would bring Him down to my level and would beg the question –
Is my God too small?

‘A long habit of not thinking a thing wrong, gives it a superficial appearance of being right...’
Familiarity, the old saying goes, breeds contempt...but we cannot escape what the scriptures tell us:
Hebrews 12:18 – 29 Amplified Bible

‘28Let us therefore, receiving a kingdom that is firm and stable and cannot be shaken, offer to God pleasing service and acceptable worship, with modesty and pious care and godly fear and awe; 29For our God [is indeed] a consuming fire.’

The question I need to ask is - have we become so familiar with God that we think He is like us?

‘You thought I was altogether such a one as yourself...’ Psalm 50:21
We cannot speak or think about the King and His Kingdom without Majesty – therefore what we think when we think about God is the most important thing in our lives. 

‘Perhaps the sentiments contained in the following pages, are not yet sufficiently fashionable to procure them general favour; a long habit of not thinking a thing wrong, gives it a superficial appearance of being right, and raises at first a formidable outcry in defence of custom. But tumult soon subsides. Time makes more converts than reason.’  Thomas Paine, ‘Common Sense’ Pennsylvania Feb 14 1776
‘...a long habit of not thinking a thing wrong, gives it a superficial appearance of being right...’
In this century, we would probably put it like this – 

‘The truth when it first comes is almost always negative.’ 
In other words, on first hearing, we usually reject the truth or are offended by it – until we see that it is, in fact truth – because it goes against everything we have been taught, have thought, or have believed...many things may be true, but they are not the truth.
If we are to have a right view of God, we must look not only at the things that make us happy and contented – sugary – as A W Tozer would put it, but at the totality of this God whom we say we love and serve – we must look all of His nature in the face – for the chief end of man is to glorify God and enjoy Him forever –
I want you to know Me,
Know My holiness

Know My perfection
Know My joy

Know My love
Know My goodness
Know My plans
Know Me

Know Me

I want you to know 
Me...

‘And I have given you My Holy Spirit for this express purpose, that you might know Me. Become more intimately acquainted with Me...’
The deepest longing of the human heart and the deepest meaning of heaven and earth are summed up in Psalm 19:1 –
‘The heavens declare the glory of God and the firmament sheweth His handiwork’
The universe was made to show His glory – and we were created to see it, marvel at it and believe in Him because it shows forth His handiwork; is His signature across the Universe – the I Am – the unchanging, omniscient, all powerful...Creator God.  

And us?
Quite simply - we were made for Him. 

His treasured possession, His people, the people of His inheritance – His Bride.

We were created to thank Him, to love and to enjoy and adore Him; He is to be our chief happiness...we are to –
Worship Him.

Honour Him.

Revere Him.

Trust Him.

Obey Him.

Serve Him.

Rejoice in Him.

Delight in Him.

Love Him.

Abide, in Him.

Somewhere along the line though, we got caught up in the belief that everything revolves around us and the distortion began... 
The entire creation has fallen into the deception that it is all about us...restoration to right thinking about God surely begins by restoring Him to His rightful place in our lives – thinking rightly about Him – comes first, and then everything else falls into place...Setting your affections on things above will cure low self esteem... 
If we put it any other way, we are off on a false Omega, a false centre...we will make everything revolve around how it affects us; we will expect Him to serve us, and provide everything we perceive we need...and we will react against Him if we do not receive it on time or in the way we want it...as I once heard it put -

‘God, what are You doing?’
Something about the Potter and the clay in there somewhere...

‘Where faith is defective the result will be inward insensibility and numbness towards spiritual things. This is the condition of vast numbers of Christians today. No proof is necessary to support that statement. We have but to converse with the first Christian we meet or enter the first church we find open to acquire all the proof we need...’2

Ouch!
The truth when it first comes is almost always negative...we hear the voice of the Bridegroom, ‘let Me see your face, let Me hear your voice, for your voice is sweet and your face is lovely’...but we fail to draw near, as the Maiden in the Song of Solomon, we are on our bed of resting...We sense that call is for us, but the years pass and we grow cold – the veil has grown over our hearts again and we have need that someone teach us the first principles of the oracles of God...
We are all starved for the knowledge of God – not the knowledge of self. 
Come on; let’s face it, to almost everyone the greatest person in the world is himself. Our whole lives are made up of endless versions of the word ‘me’: what do people think of me? How will this situation affect me? Will this person make me happy? Do people respect me as they should? What about me? What about me...? 
John Piper in his little book ‘Seeing and Savouring Jesus Christ’ says this –

‘No-one goes to the Grand Canyon to increase self esteem...indeed, what could be more ludicrous in a vast and glorious universe like this, than a human being, on a speck called earth, standing in front of a mirror trying to find significance in his own self-image. It is a great sadness that this is the Gospel of the modern world.’
Isn’t it just – ‘the Gospel of the modern world’? 
A man-centred Gospel...

A humanistic Gospel...that is a system of thought that is based on the values, characteristics and behaviour that are believed to be best in human beings, rather than on any supernatural authority...a concern with the needs, wellbeing and interests of people...

A powerless Gospel, with me at the centre...
I ask again then, is your God too small? 
Do you think rightly about Him?
Is He altogether like you, does He think like you, talk like you and God forbid – judge the way you do? 
Isaiah 55: 8 – 9 NKJV

“For My thoughts are not your thoughts,
Nor are your ways My ways,” says the Lord.
9 “For as the heavens are higher than the earth,
So are My ways higher than your ways,
And My thoughts than your thoughts.
The whole work of God in redemption is to undo the tragic effects of the Fall; to bring us back into right, internal and eternal relationship with Himself. He loves you with a passion, you are accepted in the Beloved,  but He isn’t about to leave you where you are and you get to choose whether you will co-operate with Him in His process of change or not; He brings you the easiest way you will come – and sometimes He weeps at your intransigence. 
It’s a paradox.
All of the Christian life and walk is a paradox – because God is a mystery to us only ever partially revealed – 
1 Corinthians 13:12 KJV

‘12For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am known.’
And here is something else we hear very little about – honour and the fear of the Lord, yet the scriptures are littered with injunctions to do just that...

1 Peter 2:17 NKJV

17 Honour all people. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honour the king.
In this brash 21st century there is little honour or respect – inside or outside the church of Christ, but God’s word stands sure – honour to whom honour is owing – fear to Whom fear is owing - pay your dues...
Romans 13:7 NIV

‘7Give everyone what you owe him: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respect, then respect; if honour, then honour.’
Somewhere along the line as A W Tozer says –
‘The church has surrendered her once lofty concept of God and has substituted for it one so low, so ignoble, as to be utterly unworthy of thinking, worshipping men.’3
Maybe it is just that, we no longer think deeply about such things...and therefore our worship, in the final analysis, is unworthy of Him.

We sing with enthusiasm -

‘O God of burning cleansing flame, send the fire...’ or ‘Purify my heart, let me be as gold...’
Do we know what we are asking for?
There is something about the fire of God which is at once both sweet and terrifying – which attracts and repels...but if we dare approach we find that the fire burns for us, not against us. His Holy fire is simply designed to burn away our dross, leaving within only the purity of the Christ life; so He purges our motives for what we do; He removes the idols in our hearts to make more room for Himself - for that of which I speak is an inner experience, an inner awareness of the fire of God within the heart of the believer...
There is a blessedness in possessing nothing; in being emptied of all that prevents Christ being all...it’s natural to feel fear and insecurity when confronted with the radical demands of true Christianity, but enveloped in the fire of God’s love, insecurity is swallowed up and anguish and fear give way to hope, desire and delight -
Matthew 5:3 – 4 The Message
3 “You’re blessed when you’re at the end of your rope. With less of you there is more of God and his rule.4 “You’re blessed when you feel you’ve lost what is most dear to you. Only then can you be embraced by the One most dear to you.
It is jarring indeed to us to learn that what He went through on the cross is meant for us too...that the invitation He extends to us is  - ‘Don’t stand there! Join Me!’ 

‘By extinguishing the spirit that burns in the gospel, we scarcely feel the glow any more...’4
There is a blessedness in allowing the fire of God to remove all but Him from the throne of our hearts; a blessedness in standing still to allow the fire to do its work...

‘Now I know that you fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son...’ Genesis 22:12, 16.
Abraham could have Isaac back once he had completely and utterly surrendered the idol of his heart, that for which he had waited so long – his son Isaac.

God was saying to him, ‘I never intended that you should kill him, I only wanted to remove him from the temple of your heart that I might reign unchallenged there...’
No matter what we may think in this enlightened 21st century, God does not change the way He is with us...I the Lord change not...I will always be, exactly like this...

 ‘But we never can prove

The delights of His love,

Until all on the altar we lay’

J H Sammis

‘There is the sweet theology of the heart, which can be learned only in the school of renunciation.’5 
The flame of His Presence, so intense it could destroy a thousand worlds; falls upon us – though it consumes our darkness it wreaks no destruction, for His fire seeks to kill in us the very thing that would kill us...the Divine Surgeon comes to remove that which seeks to destroy our beauty...all that is unsightly in His Bride...
Will you let Him pierce your heart with His fire of love? 

 “O honeyed flame, sweeter than all sweet, delightful beyond all creation,
My God, my Love, surge over me,
Pierce me by your love, wound me with Your beauty...”6
Will you surrender to the fire of His love?

The Fire of God – is the Love of God.
John of the Cross –
Where have you hidden away?

You left me weeping for You my love.

Wounding me, You then vanished

Like a stag I ran to find You

Calling after You, but You were gone.

Reveal Your presence to me

And kill me by Your gaze and beauty.

See how my suffering for Your love

Is only cured when You –

Or Your face – comes near me.7
In the introduction to her CD ‘Fire of Love’ Ruth Fazal8 says this –

“The fire is My love, but more than that, it is the essence of My presence. There is nothing that can stand in My Fire without being consumed either by My Love or by My judgement. Come to Me with hungry hearts. Come to Me with hearts turned towards righteousness. You will see Me in the Fire. You will know Me in the Fire. The Fire burns for you, not against you. If you submit yourself to My Fire you will know My Love in a depth you have never experienced before. Come into the Fire. Know My Love...”
What, I ask you, are we going to do with that?

We are bound to respond in some way – be attracted or repelled, for or against.

What will it be for you?

If we will stand in the Fire, all flesh will die in the splendour of His Manifest Presence... 
If we will stand in the Fire, we will become occupied with Jesus, not ourselves. 
If we will stand in the Fire we will learn to live only for Him, to be involved with Him, be conscious of  
Him.
And discover Him as our chief happiness.
Everything He is comes to us through the Jesus in us – 

Romans 11:36 NASB

’36 For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen.’
As the Bridegroom leans towards you His bride, as His breath brushes your cheek; will you let Him touch your heart? Will you let Him cleanse your heart with His holy fire?
‘Come, O come, Thou burning Spirit,
Set our hearts with heavenly fire aglow...’9
If He is awakening you to the fiery passion in His heart towards you, it is because He desires to give you that same passion for Himself...

He is waiting patiently for your response...
Will you have Him or not?
Song of Solomon 1:4 NASB

“Draw me after you and let us run together! The king has brought me into his chambers.” 
From the day He came to establish His throne in your heart His one desire has been to meet you ‘as a bridegroom coming out from his chambers’...He wants only to embrace you...for you were lost and now you are on your way to your eternal home and ecstasy in His presence. 
So let Him come to you, His aim is not to hurt, but to heal...to remove all that is unsightly...for His love is as strong as death...
Song of Songs 8: 6 – 8 The Message

‘The fire of love stops at nothing—
it sweeps everything before it.
Flood waters can’t drown love,
torrents of rain can’t put it out.
Love can’t be bought, love can’t be sold—
it’s not to be found in the marketplace.’

...and because of His reckless love, you too can burn...
Let’s pray shall we –

‘Heavenly Father, Lord Jesus , God of burning, cleansing Fire, I am overwhelmed by Who You are, the Lover of my soul; I see that Your fire burns for me not against me. With focused desire I seek you today, with predetermined intention I draw closer to your heart, and position myself to seek Your face; I come trembling, but I come....Bring me into alignment with Your truth. Grant me a revelation of Yourself. I love You with all my heart! I say “Yes!” to Your goodness; I say “Yes!” to Your fire...I say “Yes” to Your passionate embrace... 
I say “Yes, Lord. Yes!” 
So be it! Amen.’
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