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GOD – WHO IS HE?

Why we must think rightly about God

‘He is a Rewarder’
‘The sixth revelation: the great honour with which He rewards His servants’1
‘Father, in your infinite mercy and grace enable us to see you as you really are...a God who rewards His people. Enlarge our hearts to understand Your ways with us beloved Father...Open our hearts to Your ongoing revelation of Yourself and Your eternal purposes; ignite our hearts Lord that we might burn with holy passion, as we partner with You to see Your Kingdom come on earth as it is in heaven... 
In Jesus Name and for His sake.’ 
Amen. 
It is amazing how often we do not like to face some aspects of God’s character and intention towards us – rewards and eternity being two of these...The question of our works being judged at the end of our lives is a matter or little or no concern to some; as is eternity and how we will spend it. Others stumble over these things and would prefer to be in ignorance...but God would have us know His kind intention - that we might receive a reward on that Day; that what we do with our lives and the choices we make all have eternal consequences for He is a –
Rewarder.
He is fully intentional and purposeful towards us.

He has a plan for each of us in this life and for eternity.  

If we neglect or discount His plan, His eternal purposes and His desire to reward us, we will miss one of the greatest aspects of His intentional love for us - which is to reward and honour us simply because we follow Him, trust Him and obey Him...
Smith Wigglesworth said this in his book ‘Spirit- filled Living’ – 

“God has a plan beyond anything that we have ever known. He has a plan for every individual life, and if we have any other plan in view, we miss the grandest plan of all. Nothing in the past is equal to the present, and nothing in the present can equal the things of tomorrow. Tomorrow should be so filled with holy expectations that we will be living flames for Him. God never intended His people to be ordinary or commonplace. His intentions were that they should be on fire for Him, conscious of His divine power, realising the glory of the Cross that foreshadows the crown.”

The will of God is the only thing that matters in the earth – there is nothing else. So if God calls you to follow Him, don’t miss it in order to be a millionaire...
That magnificent book the Revelation of Jesus Christ the risen and glorified Lord, tells us more about God’s eternal intention to reward us for the lives we have lived and the works we have done motivated by our love and loyalty to Him than perhaps any other. Consider – 

Revelation 2:2 2 “I know your works”; Revelation 2:9 2 “I know your works”; Revelation 2:13 13 “I know your works”; Revelation 2:19 19 “I know your works”; and Revelation 3:1; Revelation 3:8; Revelation 3:15...
After giving the seven churches counsel Jesus says this -
“He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches”
It is important that we hear what God is saying to us in order that we may do the works prepared for us and receive our reward on that Day; this will not merely be an examination of our production - what we have done or accomplished – but His scrutiny of the attitudes and motives our hearts; for whom were we doing it?
Whether you like it or not, whether you believe it or not, there will come a day when you will stand before the Son and He will examine what you occupied yourself with here on the earth...for He is a – 
Rewarder

In a recent newsletter Francis Frangipane says this – 

‘John 1:38 NKJV ‘Then Jesus turned, and saw them following, and said to them, “What do you seek?”

 As the Lord asked John and Andrew, so He asks each of us: What are you seeking in life? What goals compel you? When you approach the final season of your life, will the things you have achieved be transferable into eternal accounts? Or will you have spent your time and energies on that which is void of true life? 

Jesus asks, "What are you seeking?" It is a very important question. The Lord desires that we take inventory of our passions and objectives, and then chart our course toward heavenly values.’
Maybe now is a good time to assess what we are seeking in this life and whether or not we are we storing up treasures in heaven, or on earth for - 
Revelation 3:11 NKJV
‘11 Behold, I am coming quickly! Hold fast what you have, that no one may take your crown.’
Now we see what this is all about...
There are rewards in the form of crowns to be had - an incorruptible crown, a crown of rejoicing, a crown of righteousness, a crown life, a crown of glory...crowns signify rulership and a kingdom -
He is a rewarder
1 Corinthians 3:12 - 14 NASB
‘12 Now if any man builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, 13 each man’s work will become evident; for the day will show it because it is to be revealed with fire, and the fire itself will test the quality of each man’s work. 14 If any man’s work which he has built on it remains, he will receive a reward.’

The Apostle Paul was exceeding concerned that he should not be ‘cast away as reprobate’ – meaning he was no longer of use in the hands of the Master -  he laboured to ensure he would not be disqualified for a prize on that Day...

1 Corinthians 9:24 – 27 NASB

24 Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but only one receives the prize? Run in such a way that you may win. 25 Everyone who competes in the games exercises self-control in all things. They then do it to receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable. 26 Therefore I run in such a way, as not without aim; I box in such a way, as not beating the air; 27 but I discipline my body and make it my slave, so that, after I have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified.

Footnotes: 

a. 1 Corinthians 9:27 Lit bruise 

Cross references: 

A. 1 Corinthians 9:24 : 1 Cor 9:13 

B. 1 Corinthians 9:24 : Phil 3:14; Col 2:18 

C. 1 Corinthians 9:24 : Gal 2:2; 2 Tim 4:7; Heb 12:1 

D. 1 Corinthians 9:25 : Eph 6:12; 1 Tim 6:12; 2 Tim 2:5; 4:7 

E. 1 Corinthians 9:25 : 2 Tim 4:8; James 1:12; 1 Pet 5:4; Rev 2:10; 3:11 

F. 1 Corinthians 9:26 : Gal 2:2; 2 Tim 4:7; Heb 12:1 

G. 1 Corinthians 9:26 : 1 Cor 14:9 

H. 1 Corinthians 9:27 : Rom 8:13 

Jesus told a parable with the clearest indication of rewards for loyalty to that one Master –
Matthew 25:14 – 24 NASB

14 “For it is just like a man about to go on a journey, who called his own slaves and entrusted his possessions to them. 15 To one he gave five talents, to another, two, and to another, one, each according to his own ability; and he went on his journey. 16 Immediately the one who had received the five talents went and traded with them, and gained five more talents. 17 In the same manner the one who had received the two talents gained two more. 18 But he who received the one talent went away, and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money.
19 “Now after a long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. 20 The one who had received the five talents came up and brought five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you entrusted five talents to me. See, I have gained five more talents.’ 21 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful slave. You were faithful with a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’
22 “Also the one who had received the two talents came up and said, ‘Master, you entrusted two talents to me. See, I have gained two more talents.’ 23 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful slave. You were faithful with a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master. 24 And the one also who had received the one talent came up and said, ‘Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow and gathering where you scattered no seed.’
Fear and lack of faith, combined with a deficiency in his understanding of the nature of God, robbed the last servant of his reward – he supposed the Lord ‘to be a hard man’ and he behaved accordingly – it is so important that we understand the great heart of God towards His us; He is not a Task Master; and He will not love you any the less if you ignore this...but like it or not, believe it or not, there will be a settlement of accounts when we go to be with Him – foolish and of darkened understanding, is the man or woman who from fear and lack of understanding, buries that which the good Lord has given him - 
Footnotes: 

a. Revelation 3:2 NU-Text and M-Text read My God. 

b. Revelation 3:4 NU-Text and M-Text read Nevertheless you have a few names in Sardis. 

c. Revelation 3:7 Isaiah 22:22 

d. Revelation 3:8 NU-Text and M-Text read which no one can shut. 

e. Revelation 3:11 NU-Text and M-Text omit Behold. 

f. Revelation 3:14 NU-Text and M-Text read in Laodicea. 

g. Revelation 3:16 NU-Text and M-Text read hot nor cold. 

Ephesians 2:10 NKJV

‘10For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.’
These ‘good works’ are already prepared for us and He always gives us what He asks of us; our part is simply to seek Him to find out what those ‘works’ are...and then do them, for ‘faith without works is dead’. 
These works of which we speak are works of faith...Faith which rests the whole personality on Him; in order that whatever He asks we do, trusting, resting, in our service to Him. Sometimes if we are honest with ourselves, our eagerness to serve others arises from our natural generosity; the ‘feel good’ factor; or from the expectation of others - not from true Christian love - of which we know very little...
John 2:5 NASB

“Whatever He says to you, do it.” (emphasis added)
Cross references: 

A. John 2:5 : Matt 12:46 

Mother Theresa was frequently held aloft as an example of compassion; in response, she said it was not her compassion that caused her to help the poor but – ‘The call of Jesus’. His plea ‘I thirst’ was what drove her – she saw His face in the face of every sick and dying person she served...Doing what she did, for love of Him, was the secret of her motivation; she knew she was called and her work issued from her love and loyalty to that one Master and His call upon her life – her intimate connection with Jesus was the source of all her work and service and the service of those whom she trained to follow her whom, she insisted served 9 years before they took vows of lifetime service...
There is no reward for self-centred ministry or good ideas – these are the wood, hay and stubble of which Paul speaks... 
2 Corinthians 5:10 NASB

‘10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.’

None of us know the day and the hour when we shall stand before the King; it behoves us to build our lives according to His plan and desire for He has stored up good things for us and we do not want to miss them -
‘Jesus returned to heaven after finishing His work on earth. He sat down at the right hand of the Father and the angels welcomed Him...they said to Him -

‘‘Is Your work finished?’

He said ‘It is finished.’
‘What happens now?’

‘I have given My word to My disciples, those whom the Father gave Me...’

‘What happens now?’

‘They will give it to others...’

‘And what happens after that?’

‘I have no other plan...’’

He has no other plan.

There is no plan ‘B’. 
His brilliant design to touch the world He loves is you...His yoke is easy, His burden is light, because the whole plan is His. Leadership and problems is His; any wars to fight are His and the fruit is His. You are able to leave it all resting on His shoulders until the day of your reward for your faithful stewardship and service of those things with which He has entrusted you. 
It’s clear then, there are rewards for our stewardship to be had, and not only that, there is to be a wedding; a great feast and a coronation...

‘Now the Son stands before His Father, richly revealed in the white robes of His wedding. And the feast is prepared...For the Father presents the Son to us. And the Son is our crown! And the Father presents us to the Son. And we are His crown! So the joy of heaven begins to toll. And together with the Son we will turn to face the Father as one...’2
When the work of the ages is done, this is our destiny – to be presented as a Bride, pure and chaste, to her Husband...a Bride who desires her Husband above all else –
‘The bride eyes not her garments, but her dear Bridegroom’ s face ’3
Paul says -
2 Corinthians 11:2 KJV

‘2For I am jealous over you with godly jealousy: for I have espoused you to one husband that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ.’
The Father sees us as one soul...the woman who is to be married to His Son...we are espoused – to the Most High God...
We are the glorious eternal companion of an incredible King... 
We have a future and a hope...
We are of all people the most blessed. 
He is good and His plans for us are good because -

HE IS GOOD!
God not only plans for our eternity with Him, but union with Himself...Heaven has full knowledge of us before we have the experience of heaven... 
 ‘Tis not the skill of human art,
Which gives me power my God to know;

The sacred lessons of the heart

Come not from instruments below.

Love is my teacher. He can tell
The wonders that He learnt above;

No other master knows so well;

This Love alone can tell of Love.4
God’s pursuit of you has intention, purpose and a passionate desire...that you may know Him, love Him, discover Him as your chief happiness; be eternally united with Him; receive a reward from Him, and worthily magnify Him – forever...
His loving pursuit of us is more than we can imagine, as He attracts us more and more powerfully in our inmost being where He has His throne; as He draws us with cords of love, we become increasingly conscious of His passion and His presence - as we do our desire for Him grows in strength and zeal and discover that we are...
Held fast -
To Him

In Him

By Him
Magnetised 
By His attraction.

One.

With Him.
Secured

To Him

By Him

In Him

By His attraction

Forever.
As you abide, where He has placed you - in Himself - and He abides in you a harvest is guaranteed; it’s automatic it is a product of abiding in the vine – ‘Much fruit - 30, 60, 100 fold...’ 
And, having given you all you need to produce the crop; He goes on to promise you a crown as a reward for your co-operation - as you simply yield yourself to Him to do His will; together with houses, land, and families, with persecutions, in this life – and in the next, eternal life...for -
He is a 

Rewarder 
Mark 4: 3 – 9 NKJV 

3 “Listen! Behold, a sower went out to sow. 4 And it happened, as he sowed, that some seed fell by the wayside; and the birds of the air came and devoured it. 5 Some fell on stony ground, where it did not have much earth; and immediately it sprang up because it had no depth of earth. 6 But when the sun was up it was scorched, and because it had no root it withered away. 7 And some seed fell among thorns; and the thorns grew up and choked it, and it yielded no crop. 8 But other seed fell on good ground and yielded a crop that sprang up, increased and produced: some thirtyfold, some sixty, and some a hundred.” 9 And He said to them, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear!”
Y’all listen up! 

But Peter remonstrates with Jesus about the cost... 
Mark 10:28 – 30 NASB

‘28 Peter began to say to Him, “Behold, we have left everything and followed You.” 
29 Jesus said, “Truly I say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or farms, for My sake and for the gospel’s sake, 30 but that he will receive a hundred times as much now in the present age, houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and farms, along with persecutions; and in the age to come, eternal life.’
It’s all about storing up treasure in heaven...not on earth because He is a rewarder e is a rewarder He-
Matthew 6: 19 – 21 The Message
19-21 “Don’t hoard treasure down here where it gets eaten by moths and corroded by rust or—worse!—stolen by burglars. Stockpile treasure in heaven, where it’s safe from moth and rust and burglars. It’s obvious, isn’t it? The place where your treasure is, is the place you will most want to be, and end up being.”
‘My Saviour has my treasure and I will walk with Him...’5 
Rewards.
Luke 19:17 – 19 NASB
17 And he said to him, ‘Well done, good slave, because you have been faithful in a very little thing, you are to be in authority over ten cities.’ 18 The second came, saying, ‘Your mina, master, has made five minas.’ 19 And he said to him also, ‘And you are to be over five cities.’
He is a 
Rewarder of our faithfulness in the little things...
One day soon we will round a bend in the road, and our dreams will come true. We really will live happily ever after. The long years in exile will be swept away in the joyful tears of our arrival home. 
For now, every day when we wake we can tell ourselves, ‘my journey today will bring me closer to home; it may be just around the bend...maybe today’ -
All I long for; I shall have...

All I long to be I will be... 
All that has hurt me will be swept away... 
And then the real life will begin...
And every chapter will be better than the last...
But for now, we work out our salvation with fear and trembling, for our God is a consuming fire...and we are receiving a kingdom...
Hebrews 12: 28 – 29 NKJV

‘28Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us have grace, by which we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear. 29 For our God is a consuming fire.’

Beloved of God, we are receiving a
Kingdom.
So let me ask you, are you spurred on by the thought of receiving a reward and a kingdom?

Do you read this, understand it, and seek do the works foreordained for you to walk in? Or would you rather ignore the fact that your life will be judged by Jesus in order that He may present you with a reward... 
He has no other plan and there is no other stream...
‘There is,’ Aslan said ‘No other stream’ - C S Lewis6 puts these words into the mouth of Aslan the Christ figure, as he talks to a frightened little girl named Jill who desires to drink...Jesus says to us today, there is no other plan...there is no other path...there is no other way...there is no other stream...
Someone, some day, is going to walk in everything that Paul saw the glorious bride becoming – 
Why not you?
Have you ever enquired of Him what He baptised you for? 

What His intention was in filling you with Himself?

The Holy Spirit came beloved, to fulfil His purposes on the earth through you...
Regardless of your present condition, there is nothing keeping you from becoming the one person who will walk closer to God than anyone else - with the exception of Jesus. There are no limitations set on anyone in pursuit of their full purpose in Him for He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek – Him...

‘I saw only fences...
You opened gates.

I said "I can't..."

You said, "I know...”

I drowned in my smallness –

You overwhelmed me with Your bigness.

When I couldn't imagine a future,

You whispered and kissed and sang Your song to me until I simply had to follow,

Until I found myself standing before a door... knocking.

And somewhere in the knocking, in the waiting, I began to dream

Of a life beyond the door.

At some point, in the knocking, while I waited,

You stole my fears - and placed hope in my pockets.

I stopped crying about endings and began looking for the beginning.

Until the door vanished, when I least expected,

And I tumbled into a space so wide, so vast, so blue, so...
You
Where there are no ceilings, no walls, not even a floor to restrain me...

A landscape without limits...

Endless plains of hope...

Rivers of renewal...

Everest’s of imagination...

Summits still in clouds, begging to be climbed...
I am surrounded here by runners, climbers, dreamers -

Explorers who live in the question -

"What's out there?"

Adventurers without maps,

Who navigate with compasses set on True North...

So I stand still, listening...resting...

And You are smiling at my wonder...

Delighting at my discovery of who You really are...

And who I really am -

Until I gather myself,

And begin...to run... and run... and run...

And climb and climb and climb...

For You are the summit...

You are the peak...

Living with You in Your ‘Secret Place’...

The possibilities are limitless...

And I have found my heart’s desire –

In You.’

(Author unknown)
It was said of two of the first explorers to try to make it to the top of Mount Everest that ‘they were last seen heading towards the summit...’ - they never came back – once you embark on reaching the summit of experience of God in this life, you will never come back...
Malachi 3:1 NIV
‘Then suddenly the Lord you are seeking will come to his temple; the messenger of the covenant, whom you desire, will come,’ says the Lord Almighty.’
Suddenly, He will come for those of us left on the earth and we will discover that He is the summit, He is life’s summum bonum; we are His reward and His crown; we are the joy that was set before Him...
‘We are His joy, His honour, His reward – we are His crown.’ 7
And He is ours – He has prepared an eternal paradise for us – with Him – 
Revelation 22: 12 – 20 NKJV

‘12 “And behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give to every one according to his work. 13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End, the First and the Last.”14 Blessed are those who do His commandments that they may have the right to the tree of life, and may enter through the gates into the city. 15 But outside are dogs and sorcerers and sexually immoral and murderers and idolaters, and whoever loves and practices a lie.16 “I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these things in the churches. I am the Root and the Offspring of David, the Bright and Morning Star.”17 And the Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let him who hears say, “Come!” And let him who thirsts come. Whoever desires, let him take the water of life freely.

18 For I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: If anyone adds to these things, God will add to him the plagues that are written in this book; 19 and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part from the Book of Life, from the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book.

I Am Coming Quickly

20 He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming quickly.”

Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus!’
Let’s pray shall we –
Father, You are not in the business of playing second fiddle to anything; forgive me when I have made other things more important than seeking You for your plan for my life. Today I lay aside my plans and ask You to reveal Your plan to me. Today I declare I count all things as loss for the excellency of gaining Christ and being found in Him...Today with the hymn writer I choose to be –
‘Nearer my God to Thee,

Nearer to Thee;

E’en though it be a cross

That raiseth me.

Still all my song shall be –

Nearer my God to Thee,

Nearer to Thee’8
In Jesus Name and for His dear sake.  
Amen.’
‘Now the Son stands before His Father, richly revealed in the white robes of His wedding. And the feast is prepared...For the Father presents the Son to us. And the Son is our crown! And the Father presents us to the Son. And we are His crown! So the joy of heaven begins to toll. And together with the Son we will turn to face the Father as one...’9
Amen and Amen. 

Beryl M.
1 ‘Revelations of Divine Love’ Julian of Norwich
2 ‘I Promise you a crown’ Julian of Norwich, Rekindling the Inner Fire series by David Hazard
3 ‘The sands of time are sinking’ A R Cousin Redemption Hymnal

4 ‘Union with God’ Madame Guyon

5 ‘In heavenly love abiding ‘Anna Laetitia Waring

6 ‘The Silver Chair’ C S Lewis

7 ‘I Promise you a crown’ Julian of Norwich, Rekindling the Inner Fire series by David Hazard

8 ‘Nearer my God to Thee’ Sarah F. Adams
9 ‘I Promise you a crown’ Julian of Norwich, Rekindling the Inner Fire series by David Hazard.
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