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GOD – WHO IS HE?

Why we must think rightly about God

‘The Desire of God’
I want you to know Me,

Know My holiness

Know My perfection

Know My joy

Know My love

Know My goodness

Know My plans

Know Me,
Know 
Me,
Know 
My

Desire
When we hear that word, I wonder what our first thought is – I guess we would associate it with sexual passion, arousal, delight and fulfilment of our bodily appetites...rampant hormones...the word means to: wish, want, long for, yearn over, crave...
When God speaks desire, He is talking about different things, sometimes it is His desire upon His enemies, and sometimes His desire for His children, His wishful longing over them...sometimes it is His desire that we know Him expressing the passion of the Bridegroom for the Bride...
What do we do then with the idea that God has desire and desires us? 
That He yearns jealously over us –
James 4: 5 NKJV

5 Or do you think that the Scripture says in vain, “The Spirit who dwells in us yearns jealously”?
In our last study the question was asked of us -

‘Am I not enough, Mine own? 
I, forever

 And alone,

 I, loving thee?’

He puts it to us again – am I not enough? 

Is it not enough for you that I desire you?
When He speaks desire - He speaks of the Bride’s union with Himself - a union that He compares with the physical union between a man and his wife...

‘It is like this’ - He says, but it is not physical or sexual - this is a union He planned from before the foundation of the earth – a marriage with His people; a union where the Bride dwells fully in the love of Christ; where all flesh is gone, the soul is in total submission to Him and enjoys resurrection life, in the Beloved. The Holy Spirit has had His way with her...her heart’s affections are in another world altogether...so He asks the question again -
‘Am I not enough, Mine own? 
I, forever

 And alone,

 I, loving thee?’

He desires that we attain that place in this life as well as in the life to come. To this end He yearns jealously - for His desire is to ravish your heart; He wants to captivate you; He is jealous over you; He guards you as His own; He desires to possess you...

‘His will is to be seen, His will is to be sought, His will is to be awaited and trusted’1...
Can you trust Him with your heart?
He desires that we should be so intimately acquainted with Him that our soul enters into a veritable ‘marriage’ with Him...
So the first thing we must do is to agree to allow the Holy Spirit to purify our soul in preparation for the consummation of our union -
I My Son, have in Thy likeness

And Thine image made Thy Bride,

And in that resemblance worthy, 

To be ever at Thy side.
But in one respect, unlike Thee,

For her nature is not Thine

She is flesh – her nature – human

While Thy nature is Divine.2
Let’s pray shall we -

‘Father, how could I so misunderstand Your intention towards me. I confess I run from the thought of being possessed by anything other than my own desires. Teach me Your ways dear Lord; place in me the Divine desire to live in everything Jesus died for. Grant that the eyes of my understanding might be enlightened to all that is set before me; that I may fully release my heart to You; that I may finish my course with joy as I see My Bridegroom and the joy that You have planned for me to live in, both now and for eternity. Amen.’ 

When God speaks desire it is pure and untouched by human frailty and bodily appetites. 

He does not ask you to lose your identity or your personality, but to come to completion, to maturity, to a spiritual adult...no longer attached by your emotions and feelings to this present world but transformed within by His holy passion for you so that your heart’s affections are in another world altogether...
While we are still attached by desires which hold us to this world, we are like a bird that is held by an invisible cord which prevents it soaring heavenward...

God’s purpose in us is to so enkindle us in love that we are full of life; full of delight; full of love; and  come to the place where we love what He loves and hate what He hates. 
But first, first, He must wound us by revealing that nothing in this life is truly good for it is not lasting, and our soul, which is eternal, must stop trying to find its resting place and security in earthly loves and worldly joys...
As we yield to the fire of the indwelling Holy Spirit, as He mingles with our human spirit, burning the dross from our soul and purifying us, we develop not only the mind of Christ but His emotions and compassion also...

Perfect love demands a likeness

In the lovers it unites,

For the most complete resemblance

Most aboundeth in delights.3
God is emotional - He feels deeply.

He is full of joy and happiness, peace and contentment and...

He loves passionately. 
And we love because He first loved us – we desire Him because He desires us; and when discipline and desire get married, they produce - delight. 
His desire is that we should know Him.

He desires that we should know Him. 

Jesus, for the joy set before Him, endured the Cross...

Hebrews 12:2 NKJV
‘2 looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross’
What did He see when He endured the Cross?

He saw His Bride – united with Him eternally – the glorious companion of an incredible King...who wills one will with His own...
When He speaks 

Desire

He speaks to us as the Bridegroom - 
Song of Songs 2:14 NKJV

“Let me see your face,
Let me hear your voice;
For your voice is sweet,
And your face is lovely.”
He speaks from the undiluted passion in His heart to embrace us; He speaks from the fire of His passion for us which drove Him to the Cross; the joy that was set before Him; His eager anticipation of the consummation of our union...He speaks from His yearning desire... 

His desire is that you should know Him in the intimacy of a personal relationship – know Him as a man knows his wife...the passionate, intimate embrace of...knowing.

When God created man, He created him as a Bride for His Son - 
I My Son, have in Thy likeness

And Thine image made Thy Bride,

And in that resemblance worthy, 

To be ever at Thy side.
That is His principle and enduring plan – a marriage partner for His Son.

John 6:37 NKJV

‘37All that the Father gives Me will come to Me’

The Bride is the Father’s gift to the Son...
The bible begins with a marriage and it ends with one...

He is passionate.

His desire is a flaming fire...
The fire of love...

His desire is for His beloved...that she might long for Him...that she would match His passion for her with hers for Him...

Song of Solomon 7:10 NKJV

‘10 I am my beloved’s,
And his desire is toward me.’
Here the maiden in the Song of Songs, comes to the place where she recognises His desire toward her; she has been on a long journey to reach this place - at first she was only concerned with herself - now He has awakened her heart to His caress, and now she belongs only to Him, she desires only to be what He wants her to be and to live only for Him – the affections of her heart are in another world altogether, she seeks union with Him – she dares no longer to make mention of her love to Him, but only of His love to her...
‘Still, still, without ceasing,

I feel it increasing

The fervour of holy desire;

And often exclaim,

Let me die in the flame

Of a love that can never expire.’4
Madame Guyon
We love because He first loved us.

In the beginning the maiden’s desire was in her possession of Him, now it is her desire to be possessed by Him...

First love.
Everything we are and have come from Him. 
God desires; desire was first in His heart before it was birthed in ours...
He is a God who yearns jealously over His people... 
Whose desire for them is passionate and unending. 
He is seeking a Bride for His Son, one who will love Him – 

‘But none honours God like the thirst of desire,

Nor possesses the heart so completely with Him;

For it burns the world out with the swift ease of fire,

And fills life with good works till it runs o’er the brim.
For the heart only dwells, truly dwells with its treasure, 

And the languor of love captive hearts can unfetter;
And they that love God cannot love Him by measure

For their love is but hunger to love Him still better...’

F W Faber

Passion and desire cannot be separated. They are inextricably intertwined.

Madam Guyon, a 17th century mystic, spoke and wrote much about the soul’s return to God and likened some of her times and experiences with Him as similar to when she ‘swooned clean away’ during intimate moments with her husband...she was put in the Bastille, misunderstood by the Cardinals and Bishops who were outraged by her passion...passion will never be understood by religion... 

Passion, desire – these are not the words of the religious...but the words of those whose hearts have been captivated by Him – they have a different language – the language of love - 
Psalm 42:1 - 2 NKJV

‘As the deer pants for the water brooks,
So pants my soul for You, O God.
My soul thirsts for God, for the living God.
When shall I come and appear before God?’
Panting, thirsting...

Following hard after...
Ablaze...burning
Unfamiliar words to be associated with God...yet -

He is on fire for you; for us; for His Bride.

He is not lukewarm...

He hates lukewarmness –

Revelation 3:16 NASB
‘16 So because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of My mouth.’

That, beloved of God, is 
PASSIONATE DESIRE
Jesus’ death on the Cross is described as His Passion – from the root word to suffer - He didn’t die an excruciating death to be met with a lukewarm Bride on that Day...He gives us not half the Kingdom but all of it...
So the maiden in the Song of Songs comes to the place of maturity, where her love for Him is no longer eclipsed by her own need, or by what she does for Him...her earlier experience of service not only prevented any full expression of devotion, but became the originating cause of estrangement from her Beloved...she resisted His passion for her and did not wish to be possessed exclusively by Him...Her union with Him was incomplete...Now, they move together in the work He sets for her...Her desire is His desire – their hearts beat in unison...they will one will...
is desire 
Her  Hee 
In just a little while we will see Him and we will see in Him all that we desire. 
Then we will marvel, we will wonder, that we could have hungered for and demanded the things of this world; that we could have held on so tightly to that which was fleeting – it is our spiritual blindness that causes us to strive for things which do not last; that are so much less than He – 

‘Lord give me Thyself, for Thou alone art enough for me. If I were to ask anything less, it would not be worthy of Thee...and I would always be in want.’5
We were created to be a gift of love from the Father to the Son; a gift with which the Father honours the Son – we are His joy, His honour, His reward and His crown...

His desire

We are the crowning glory of His creation restored fully to Him in passionate Bridal love and burning desire.
Passionate, Bridal love and burning desire...

Where is your passion today?

What are you burning with?

In what do you invest your strongest emotion?

Do you need to think again?

Do you need to pray? 

‘Lord give me Yourself, for you are sufficient for me; kindle in me a holy desire for You and You alone, forsaking all others cleaving only unto You. Amen’

Amen and amen.
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