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GOD – WHO IS HE?

Why we must think rightly about God

‘He is a Jealous God’
14 —for you shall not worship any other god, for the Lord, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God.

Exodus 34:14
Seven verses further on after God has told Moses of some of His attributes – merciful, gracious, longsuffering, abundant in goodness and truth, keeping mercy, forgiving iniquity...suddenly He drops in the conversation that He is Jealous... 

Jealous
Is one of the names of God.

When we think of Him being jealous we may have a picture of human jealousy, which is totally destructive - the ‘green-eyed monster’ - a vice which can end in murder – but surely this cannot be the case for He is good...let’s pray shall we?

‘Father, we must think rightly about You, for our lives depend upon it; help us Lord to embrace all that You are; help us not to have a God of our own imagination and of our own making, but to see You in all your glory and splendour, in all that You are – Majestic, Holy, Good and Jealous over us and for us. In Jesus Name and for His sake. Amen’
When God brought Israel out of Egypt to Sinai to give them His law and His covenant, jealousy was one of the first facts about Himself that He taught them -
Exodus 20: 4 – 5 NASB

4 “You shall not make for yourself an idol, or any likeness of what is in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the water under the earth. 5 You shall not worship them or serve them; for I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children, on the third and the fourth generations of those who hate Me”

Put Me first, and we will get along just fine, everything else will fall into place...all you need will be provided.
2,000 plus years ago Jesus said the same thing –

Matthew 6:33 NASB
33 But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.

Keep the first commandment first; love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength – for He is a God whose name is Jealous. 
Matthew 22: 36 – 37 NASB
“Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?” 37 And He said to him, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’
Not an unreasonable request, when you are God...
When God speaks of Himself as being Jealous He is both defending and protecting our relationship with Him for our safety. 
He is jealous to be everything to us because He is our Creator, our all-sufficiency, our Coming Bridegroom and King...

‘Am I not enough, Mine own? 
Enough Mine own for thee?
Hath the world its palace towers,

Garden glades of magic flowers

Where thou fain wouldst be?
Fair things and false are there,

False things but fair.
All shalt thou find at last,

Only in Me.
‘Am I not enough, Mine own?
I, forever

 And alone,

 I, loving thee?’ 1
Gerhard Tersteegen
He will have first place in our affections and our lives. 
So what you think about God is the single most important thing in your life.  
If you put your faith and trust in something or someone other than Him, you will quickly discover He is a God whose name is Jealous... 
He is jealous over and for you – He is zealous to protect the love relationship and to avenge it if it is broken. Married people who felt no jealousy at the intrusion of a lover or an adulterer into their home would surely be lacking, at the least, in moral perception, for the exclusivity of marriage is the essence of marriage...
He is 

Jealous

As a husband for his wife – or in our case, a Bridegroom for His Bride... 

This type of jealousy is a virtue for it shows the true meaning of the husband/wife relationship, together with a proper zeal to keep it intact. 
God’s jealousy is an aspect of His covenantal love for His people. 
The Lord frequently addresses us in the character of a Husband as He performs all the offices of a true and faithful spouse; so He requires our love; that we should not prostitute ourselves to anything else...He burns with the hottest jealousy when we tarnish ourselves by reliance on other gods...

His jealousy is the expression of His sovereign purpose – to have a Bride for His Son who would love Him...Covenant love is the heart of God’s plan for His world. As our right response to God’s love for us is loving Him, so our right response to His jealousy over us is zeal for Him. Zeal is a burning desire to love Him, please Him and do His will...
He is jealous for your love, for your talents, your time...all of you, not just a part -
All shalt thou find at last,

Only in Me.
It is on our journey into His great heart that we discover that everything we need is found in Him and Him alone and we begin to comprehend the greatness of His covenantal love towards us and our hearts cannot but respond in like manner.

As we ascend to the summit of the union of our soul with God, for that is the journey we are on - our ransomed soul’s union with Him - we will discover we are complete only in Him. 

Colossians 2: 9 – 10 NASB

‘9For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form, 10 and in Him you have been made complete, and He is the head over all rule and authority;’ (Emphasis mine)
He is jealous over you. 

We are promised to one Bridegroom, to Christ and we discover as we journey - He doesn’t do time share...Determine in your heart then, you desire to reach the highest place in God...Your destiny is to reign and rule with Him...your conversion is just the first step...turning from the created nature, into the sunshine of His love and Presence; walking daily farther and farther into His heart; becoming progressively more deeply acquainted with Him...your Lover, your Spouse -
I want you to know Me,

Know My holiness

Know My perfection

Know My joy

Know My love

Know My goodness

Know My plans

Know Me,

Know 

Me

It is in discovering Him as a God whose name is Jealous, that we find how perfectly we are loved and accepted in the Beloved, how protected and cherished as the Bride on whom His favour rests.
He loves us as He loves His Son Jesus. 
His plan from before the beginning of time has been a fit Bride for His Son and everything He does is to that end –
I My Son, have in Thy likeness

And Thine image made Thy Bride,

And in that resemblance worthy, 

To be ever at Thy side.2
We shall, in these end times, find ourselves living the Song of Songs, the song of the Bride...as our hearts are wooed by His love we will find ourselves responding to His burning passion with our own and our response becomes -
Song of Solomon 7:10 NKJV

‘10 I am my beloved’s...’

His attraction is magnetic, and inward; He draws us more and more powerfully to Himself; He purifies us of all things that are not of Himself by means of His jealous fire of Love and we discover He has come to make His home in us until  we are completely-
Possessed by Him...
Possessed by His jealous love...His jealous guardianship of our soul...this is perfect jealousy, it is not born out of the need either to control or own, but born out of perfect love.
‘I am jealous for your love

I am jealous for your heart

I will sift you ‘till you’re pure

I will set my Bride apart.’ 3
He will strip away everything until we choose to lean on Him – holding nothing in our hands...He will send His fire until we burn with the same desire for Him that He has for us - 
‘In order for the flame of His love to penetrate our soul’s substance so that we may become one with Love, the Spirit’s fire sets upon the purpose of wounding the soul. Only in this way, painful as it feels at first, can He destroy and consume that which prevents you loving Him and Him alone...
Think of the way fire penetrates a log, as the flame begins it burns away the outer imperfections, stripping the log of scars and roughness...As its heat mounts, it penetrates the log itself, until log and flame are one...
The fire transforms wood into fire’ 4
FIRE
Exodus 3:2 NASB


‘2 The angel of the Lord appeared to him in a blazing fire from the midst of a bush; and he looked, and behold, the bush was burning with fire, yet the bush was not consumed.’
Burning but not consumed; possessed by God we declare with the maiden -
‘10 I am my beloved’s and His desire is toward me...’

He is jealous over you.

He is jealous for you.

Our soul is constantly struggling to control and conform the world to our own image – it must be stripped of all that is in it by nature – this secret will to take over God’s place of rulership must be relinquished – our will must come into alignment with His...

As we allow Him to take from us all that we no longer need or do not really need, we receive spiritual strength, we begin to place our feet in a different dimension; we begin to live above the clamour of our soul to be satisfied with less than Him...

‘Lord give me Thyself, for Thou art sufficient for me’

Give me Thyself and that will be enough.
Let’s pray together shall we -
 ‘My Father, as you open new eyes of faith in me I am beginning to see that You alone are enough; You alone are my soul’s fortress and its protection. I see that everything you allow to be taken from me is not meant to harm me, but that I might know what it really means to be hidden with Christ in God...I surrender to the fire of your love. Amen’
Beryl M
1  ‘The Christian Book of Mystical Verse’ A W Tozer

2 ‘The Living Flame of Love’ John of the Cross, Forgotten Books – available from Amazon
3‘Who is this?’ Volume 2 ‘Songs of intimate worship’, ‘Coming up from the Wilderness’ Ruth Fazal

4‘The Living Flame of Love’ Stanza 1 You set my spirit free David Hazard – paraphrased.
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