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‘As grows a tree...’
Session 2

 ‘Something’s got to give’
‘16 You have not chosen Me, but I have chosen you and I have appointed you [I have planted you], that you might go and bear fruit and keep on bearing, and that your fruit may be lasting [that it may remain, abide], so that whatever you ask the Father in My Name [as presenting all that I Am], He may give it to you.
John 15:16 Amp
He comes into us and He is coming for us – failure to allow Him to come in, may delay His coming for...
John 14:2 - 3 AMP

‘2 In My Father’s house there are many dwelling places (homes). If it were not so, I would have told you; for I am going away to prepare a place for you.3 I go and make ready a place for you, I will come back again and will take you to Myself, that where I am you may be also.’
Returning to our little seed, floating down, looking up, wondering how it can possibly attain to the height of those trees around it and bear fruit as they did, it doesn’t yet realise that it will soon suffer pain; the pain of being broken open to allow the life that is within it to come forth...its hard outer shell will have to go if it is to become a sapling, put down roots; bring forth leaves and grow upwards into the light, eventually producing a crop.
That which previously protected it is now acting as a barrier to its growth...

John 12: 24 -25 AMP

‘24 I assure you, most solemnly I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains [just one grain; it never becomes more but lives] by itself alone. But if it dies, it produces many others and yields a rich harvest.’

Death precedes life in the Kingdom...

The Divine seed within can only bring forth fruit according to itself...the fruit of love, joy, peace, patience, goodness, gentleness, faithfulness, longsuffering, self-control...
Genesis 1: 12 NKJV

‘12 And the earth brought forth grass, the herb that yields seed according to its kind, and the tree that yields fruit, whose seed is in itself according to its kind. And God saw that it was good.’ 
Seeds; yield; fruit...according to its kind. 
God is agricultural. 

As the Husbandman, He comes looking for fruit – not gift...There is an important difference. Gifts are given and are instant; fruit develops gradually. An overemphasis on gift will be at the cost of fruit...
There is within every born-again believer a seed; a Divine seed which is incorruptible and dynamic. It carries the genetics of God Himself and contains our inheritance – which is to be like Him – stable, strong and fruitful in the Kingdom.  
When this Divine seed drops into our heart at the moment of conversion we are ‘impregnated’ with the character and nature of Jesus – now, we have the life of Jesus within. We are now partakers of the Divine nature. 
2 Peter 1: 2 – 4 NKJV
Fruitful Growth in the Faith

‘2Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord, 3 as His divine power (dunamis from which we get the word dynamite) has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue, 4 by which have been given to us exceedingly great and precious promises, that through these you may be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.’(Emphasis mine)
Divine power – Strong’s reference 1411 – ‘almost always points to new and higher forces that have entered and are working in this lower world of ours. Power, ability, physical or moral residing in a person or thing ’...
All we need for all we want, forever...He never asks us to do something without empowering us to do it.
The growth and subsequent fruit production of the Seed will depend upon how it is both nourished and nurtured; it is a good Seed; but the soil into which it fell will determine how fast it will grow. It will need water, light, air, heat and pressure if it is to break open and take root; the life which is within it must come out; and development to its full potential will take time; the darkness of the soil into which it dropped may persist for a long time...
Anything which grows without light is spindly; it lacks strength and maturity...
LIGHT
Our little seed will require light if it is to grow strong and straight. The light of God will first blind us before we see; Saul travelling on the road to Damascus was blinded when he fell from his donkey on his way to persecute the Christians there –

Acts 9: 1 – 9 The Voice

‘Back to Saul—this fuming, raging, hateful man who wanted to kill every last one of the Lord’s disciples: he went to the high priest in Jerusalem 2 for authorization to purge all the synagogues in Damascus of followers of the way of Jesus. His plan was to arrest and chain any of Jesus’ followers—women as well as men—and transport them back to Jerusalem. 3 He travelled north toward Damascus with a group of companions. Imagine this: Suddenly a light flashes from the sky around Saul, 4 and he falls to the ground at the sound of a voice.
The Lord: Saul, Saul, why are you attacking Me?
Saul: 5 Lord, who are You?
Then he hears these words:
The Lord: I am Jesus. I am the One you are attacking. 6 Get up. Enter the city. You will learn there what you are to do.
These are shocking, unexpected words that will change his life forever.
7 His other travelling companions just stand there, paralyzed, speechless because they, too, heard the voice; but there is nobody in sight. 8 Saul rises to his feet, his eyes wide open, but he can’t see a thing. So his companions lead their blind friend by the hand and take him into Damascus. 9 He waits for three days—completely blind—and does not eat a bite or drink a drop of anything.’
Though Saul was a member of the Sanhedrin, a student of the law, in God’s eyes he was in darkness and had urgent need of light.
Isaiah 9:2 NKJV 
The Government of the Promised Son
‘2 The people who walked in darkness
Have seen a great light;
Those who dwelt in the land of the shadow of death,
Upon them a light has shined.’

In the Presence of His indescribable light, we also are blinded before we see, and fall on our face before Him. When we are restored, we see both clearly and differently; we are, like Saul, radically changed - 
John 3:19 NKJV

‘19 And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.’

We have, at some time, to face the unpalatable truth that we like the darkness in the same way as we enjoy sin – it is our natural habitat – it is much easier to be a sinner than a saint. We would not, for instance, admit to being liars, but most of us lie from time to time for the sake of expediency – ‘that dress looks lovely on you dear’; ‘I tell you it was that big...’ flattery, exaggeration, hypocrisy, insincerity all are lies...It is easier, much easier, to remain just as we are - coming into the light is painful; it will expose everything that is not like Christ and challenge us to change; like Saul we will find that 

These are shocking, unexpected words that will change our life forever.
There are no shortcuts; no formulas; it is death on the instalment plan; we must decrease He must increase. 

He comes into us and He is coming for us – failure to allow Him to come in, may delay His coming for...

When He comes into us, we find ourselves under new management – the King has come, bringing His government with Him...we see the government of God in our lives – and we do not like it.

Jesus has saved our souls, not merely to deliver us from judgement and bring us to heaven, but to supplant us progressively as King in the here and now. Whilst we are happy for Him to do the former, we are not so happy for Him to do the latter especially when it comes to the practical issues of life...That old rebel must step down in favour of Another. 

His light must progressively be allowed enter our darkness. 
We are not born again into adulthood and spiritual maturity; we have the divine Seed planted within us and we have received a pinprick of light; at that point we embark on an inward journey, which is destined to transform us and take us into the very heart of God Himself...as we grow from a child to a fully mature adult – like our tree, adding a ring a year -
Galatians 4:19 NKJV

‘19 My little children, for whom I labour in birth again until Christ is formed in you,’
God’s eternal plan is for Christ to be formed in us.

The fruit we bear will come from Him – issuing forth from the growth and fruiting of the Divine seed within as we abide in Him. 

No amount of striving or determination to change ourselves will produce a crop – He requires only our co-operation. The way forward, therefore, is not that of striving to be better people, but allowing ourselves to be supplanted - replaced - by Christ. 

All is grace – the patronage, power, provision and protection of God as He forms the nature of Jesus within us. Grace requires us to humble ourselves and admit that we are wrong.  If we resist Him, we place ourselves outside of His grace and condemn ourselves to an unending and painful struggle with the Divine; we are obliged to open our hearts and embrace the new nature He has freely given us - offering Him nothing but the sin from which we humbly ask to be cleansed -
1 Peter 5: 5 – 6 NKJV
‘5 Likewise you younger people, submit yourselves to your elders. Yes, all of you be submissive to one another, and be clothed with humility, for
“God resists the proud,
But gives grace to the humble.”
6 Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time.’ 
Life in the Spirit is about displacement - the speed of which is governed by our choices. The natural displaced by the spiritual; fleshly effort displaced by grace; natural love displaced by His love. 
God doesn’t measure time, He measures growth – His aim is to get you there, not quickly, but properly. If growing up in God is not your first priority of choice, you are destined to repeat all your negative experiences and tests again and again, and again. 
Choices.
Our will is pivotal to our ability to change.

‘Not my will but Yours...’ 

We can shorten our years of struggle by surrendering ourselves totally to the Divine will in one short moment – but it will still take a lifetime of consistent choices towards God, not away from Him, to bring us to the place where we produce an abundant harvest – 30, 60, 100 fold.
Our little Seed is nurtured and cultivated by our moral choices. 
Our choices will empower or disempower us. 
Opposition will attach itself to that which we do not willingly remove. 
Whenever we are negative or resistant in thought or speech about a situation, or a person we automatically empower the enemy against us and block the ability of the Holy Spirit, who is for us, to help us...we forfeit love, joy, peace, patience...to gratify the desires of our old nature, forgetting that we have been transferred from the kingdom of darkness into His marvellous light...

1 Peter 2:9 NKJV

‘9 But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvellous light; ‘
The choice is always ours – light or darkness; there is no in between, no grey area, we are either living in the light, or choosing to remain or go back to spiritual darkness but whatever our individual choices, He will not love us any less.
2 Timothy 4: 9 – 10 NKJV

‘9 Be diligent to come to me quickly; 10 for Demas has forsaken me, having loved this present world, and has departed for Thessalonica—Crescens for Galatia, Titus for Dalmatia.’ 
Demas, mentioned in dispatches as being with Paul in Colossians and Philemon, has now deserted ship having ‘loved this present world’. The lesson here is clear, yesterday’s choices will not avail us for today.
‘...and men loved darkness rather than light’
Choices.

Choices are always about power.  They can make or mar our lives; bring us into our destiny or leave us in the desert...they have substantive control over who we are and most importantly - who we become. 
We are being made in His image. When we choose in fellowship with the Lord, He empowers those decisions and takes upon Himself the responsibility for fulfilment, both in the situation and in the creation of His image within us. 

There are no victims in the Kingdom only in the world. 
To choose for God in every situation, thereby dying to ourselves is to choose life and power; choosing against Him is to choose darkness, death and destruction; choosing peace, joy, love, laughter, gentleness, calmness, mercy and courage all take us into realms within ourselves that produce internal power...
Everything in our lives becomes for an audience of One...

Matthew 7:13 The Message

13-14 “Don’t look for shortcuts to God. The market is flooded with sure-fire, easygoing formulas for a successful life that can be practiced in your spare time. Don’t fall for that stuff, even though crowds of people do. The way to life—to God!—is vigorous and requires total attention.”

The way to life - to God - is vigorous and requires total attention...
‘We have’, says Oswald Chambers, ‘to learn to relate everything to the master ambition and to maintain it without ceasing...’ 
2 Corinthians 5:9 NASB

‘9 Therefore we also have as our ambition, whether at home or absent, to be pleasing to Him.’

Our master ambition then - is to be pleasing to Him. 
If we put God first He is with us to the last.

Now we have no enemy but one; no goal but one; to please Him and to be like Him; to love what He loves and hate what He hates. Like the prodigal son, we are on the road back to the Father and we no longer say ‘give me’ but ‘make me’ -
Luke 15: 17 – 19 NASB 
‘17 But when he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired men have more than enough bread, but I am dying here with hunger! 18 I will get up and go to my father, and will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in your sight; 19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me as one of your hired men.’
Using our analogy of the tree and its seed again - in our journey from the planting within us of the imperishable seed, to the growth and fullness of the mature tree, death is experienced before Life can be made manifest. Put another way, all flesh must die in you if Christ is to live in you.
Something else the seed will need is –

HEAT
The love of God is often referred to as like fire...burning within...
Luke 24:32 The Message

‘32 Back and forth they talked. “Didn’t we feel on fire as he conversed with us on the road, as he opened up the Scriptures for us?”
Did not our hearts burn within us?
‘Still, still, without ceasing,

I feel it increasing

The fervour of holy desire;

And often exclaim,

Let me die in the flame

Of a love that can never expire.’
Madame Guyon
John 15:2, 6 NASB

‘2 Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit, He takes away... 6 If anyone does not abide in Me, he is thrown away as a branch and dries up; and they gather them, and cast them into the fire and they are burned.’

We have wriggled in some fine style to try to make these words say something different than they clearly say...boiled down, Jesus is saying you must stay where you are put, holding steady in God; abiding, remaining in place, in Me or fruitlessness will be the result - ‘Everything done outside of Me’, He says, ‘is useless and will, on that Day, be burned up as wood, hay and stubble...because without Me, you can do nothing.’
Not a popular idea -
‘A long habit of not thinking a thing wrong, gives it a superficial appearance of being right, and raises at first a formidable outcry in defence of custom. But tumult soon subsides. Time makes more converts than reason.’  Thomas Paine, ‘Common Sense’ Pennsylvania Feb 14 1776
‘...a long habit of not thinking a thing wrong, gives it a superficial appearance of being right...’
In this century, we would probably put it like this – 

The truth when it first comes is (almost) always negative. 
The truth is that without Him, we can do no good thing...zilch, nada, nothing.
All our missions, projects, pet ideas...burned up. He will not pay for that which He did not order.
There is something about the fire of God which is at the same time both sweet and terrifying – it attracts and repels us...but if we dare to step into it, we find that the fire burns for us, not against us – it is for freedom that Christ has set us free.  

The fire of God burns off anything that is holding us in bondage – as enticing and necessary as that bondage may at first appear to us. He removes anything which presents an obstacle to His love. His fire is designed to burn away all that is unsightly, leaving within only the purity of the Christ life; He purges our motives for what we do; He removes the idols from our hearts; all the things in which we have placed our trust must go, to make room for more of Him - in order that we keep the main thing the main thing.

‘Our master ambition then - is to be pleasing to Him.’ 
There is a blessedness in possessing nothing; in being emptied of all that prevents Christ being all...
It is natural to feel fear and insecurity when confronted with the radical demands of true Christianity, the demands of discipleship, rather than religion and church attendance, but enveloped in the fire of God’s love, our insecurity and anything and everything else is swallowed up; the anguish and fear give way to hope, desire and delight –
Matthew 5:3 – 4 The Message

3 “You’re blessed when you’re at the end of your rope. With less of you there is more of God and his rule.4 “You’re blessed when you feel you’ve lost what is most dear to you. Only then can you be embraced by the One most dear to you.”
It is jarring indeed to us – maybe after many years of our Christian life - to learn that what He went through on the cross is meant for us as well...that the invitation He extends to us is  - ‘Don’t just stand there! Join Me!’ 

‘By extinguishing the spirit that burns in the gospel, we scarcely feel the glow any more...’ says Brennan Manning in his little book ‘The furious longing of God’. 
Could the Gospel we received have been so diluted that it no longer required anything of us and we have therefore remained unchanged - when we have the riches of heaven at our disposal? Have we been swindled, sold short? Jesus promised abundant life – are we living in it? If not, why not?
There is untold blessedness in allowing God to be God; in letting  the fire remove all but Him from the throne of our hearts; a blessedness in standing still enough to allow the fire to do its work; a blessedness in becoming nothing in order that He may be all in all...
Jesus told us this when He gave us His Kingdom mandate – 
Matthew 5: 3 – 8 The Message
3 “You’re blessed when you’re at the end of your rope. With less of you there is more of God and his rule.
4 “You’re blessed when you feel you’ve lost what is most dear to you. Only then can you be embraced by the One most dear to you.
“You’re blessed when you’re content with just who you are—no more, no less. That’s the moment you find yourselves proud owners of everything that can’t be bought.
6 “You’re blessed when you’ve worked up a good appetite for God. He’s food and drink in the best meal you’ll ever eat.
7 “You’re blessed when you care. At the moment of being ‘care-full,’ you find yourselves cared for.
8 “You’re blessed when you get your inside world—your mind and heart—put right. Then you can see God in the outside world.”
It is humbling in this self-focussed age to recognise that our human strength is of no use at all to God; our weakness and our inability are our only qualifications; we can do nothing for God; we are not ‘saved to serve’ but saved to submit...that proud ‘I’ must bend the knee to the truth that we can only produce something when we remain ‘in’ Him, as we follow where He leads us and do what do what He asks us to do – everything else is fit only for the fire -
John 15: 4 – 6 The Voice
‘4 Abide in Me, and I will abide in you. A branch cannot bear fruit if it is disconnected from the vine, and neither will you if you are not connected to Me.5 I am the vine, and you are the branches. If you abide in Me and I in you, you will bear great fruit. Without Me, you will accomplish nothing. 6 If anyone does not abide in Me, he is like a branch that is tossed out and shrivels up and is later gathered to be tossed into the fire to burn.’
The demands of the cross and the Gospel are radical; but all insecurity and fear must surely be swallowed up in the extravagant love of God as expressed in His sacrifice of His Beloved Son...
John 3: 16 – 21 NASB

16 “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send the Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world might be saved through Him.’
That seed is going to need the heat and the pressure of trying circumstances to break it open, transform it and enable it to bear fruit – and without water, it is certain to perish. 
WATER
Water is essential to life. Water spells the difference between a desert and a forest. Jesus is the source; it is to Him that we must continually come; the fountain of living water; the spring of everlasting life constantly poured out; and our promise is that rivers will in turn spill forth from us... 

John 7:37 The Message
‘37-39 On the final and climactic day of the Feast, Jesus took his stand. He cried out, 
“If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink. Rivers of living water will brim and spill out of the depths of anyone who believes in me this way, just as the Scripture says.” (Emphasis mine)
In this verse, Jesus links drinking and believing together. Drinking in the scriptures always means believing...to drink is to believe – if we read the word without believing it we remain thirsty and unproductive  -
Jeremiah 17: 7 – 8 NKJV

“Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord,
And whose hope is the Lord.
8 For he shall be like a tree planted by the waters,
Which spreads out its roots by the river,
And will not fear when heat comes;
But its leaf will be green,
And will not be anxious in the year of drought,
Nor will cease from yielding fruit.”
In the spiritual realm as water is to the tree, so is the word of God is to our life, growth and health; it is the very resurrection life of Jesus Himself, rising as sap in our innermost being which produces the fruit of the vine into which we are grafted.  And like the tree in Psalm 1 unless allow our roots to draw deeply from it daily, we will wither in the time of drought. The moisture which the tree took in last week will not suffice it for today...redeemed man cannot live ‘by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God...’ 

We must again become people of the word, and allow it to be ‘made flesh’ upon us - 
Psalm 1: 1 – 3 NKJV
Blessed is the man
Who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly,
Nor stands in the path of sinners,
Nor sits in the seat of the scornful;
2 But his delight is in the law of the Lord,
And in His law he meditates day and night.
3 He shall be like a tree
Planted by the rivers of water,
That brings forth its fruit in its season,
Whose leaf also shall not wither;
And whatever he does shall prosper.

‘But his delight is in the law of the Lord, and in His law he meditates day and night.’ 
Meditating, thinking deeply on the word of God, means it becomes our delight as it is taken into us is believed, and washes and progressively sanctifies -
John 15:3
‘3 You are already clean because of the word which I have spoken to you.’
The next thing the little tree will need is air – if our little sapling is suffocated by the trees and undergrowth surrounding it, it cannot flourish and bring forth fruit - 
AIR

We have only to walk through a pine forest on a warm day to experience the fragrance the trees release as they draw on the air and sunlight that surrounds them. During the summer, no matter what the species of tree, this is the season for the setting, forming and ripening of fruit. Again, as with heat and water, the degree of growth the tree makes is dependent upon its response to the air around it. 
Throughout the scripture the Holy Spirit is likened to breath, air, or wind... 
Genesis 2:7 KJV

‘7 And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul.’
The Holy Spirit is the very LIFE of God within us.
The parallel to our tree is obvious – how responsive are we to His breath; His indwelling? Contrary to popular belief, we do not have Him, He has us...
The point at which He comes asking with gentle insistence, is the point at which we either allow or prevent Him from taking up His position as Lord of our lives. If we are warm and welcoming, He finds good soil which is conducive to the production of His fruit. If, however, we spurn His overtures, and turn Him away, He will not force entrance or impose Himself on us, but in refusing Him His right to His own, we are condemning ourselves to a life of self-effort, disappointment and lack. 
John 14: 15 – 21 NKJV

Jesus Promises Another Helper
15 “If you love Me, keep My commandments. 16 And I will pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may abide with you forever— 17 the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you know Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you. 18 I will not leave you orphans; I will come to you.
Indwelling of the Father and the Son
19 “A little while longer and the world will see Me no more, but you will see Me. Because I live, you will live also. 20 At that day you will know that I am in My Father, and you in Me, and I in you. 21 He who has My commandments and keeps them, it is he who loves Me. And he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and manifest Myself to him.”
The Gospel is not about thinking ourselves into better people, who don’t watch x-rated films; who smile and laugh a lot and have stopped smoking, drinking and swearing.  Jesus did not die to make us nicer people. 
He died and rose again to create a nation of twice born, regenerated, revitalized, lovers, just like Himself, in whom He and the Father could dwell. Those who would surrender to the work of His Holy Spirit; whose lives would be poured out in loving obedience to Him; it is to these He promises to show Himself...

Our faith begins and ends with Him and the great and marvellous things He desires to do through us, as His life is lived out in us.

If I wish to have the mind of Christ it will come about by the inner working of the Holy Spirit in my life. My appetites, desires, ambitions and motives will be moulded and have their inspiration in and from Him. The measure to which this occurs in my daily life is proportional to the degree which I consciously and deliberately choose to allow Him to own me as His purchased possession, and control my mind, my emotions and my will – as I yield and abide -
John 15: 4 – 5 NASB
‘4 Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it abides in the vine, so neither can you unless you abide in Me. 5 I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me and I in him, he bears much fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing.’
Here it all is then remaining - abiding some translations say = fruitage - the dictionary describes fruitage as ‘the result or cumulative set of effects deriving from a long-term process’...this is not about getting there quickly, but about getting there properly...

Light, heat, air, water and pressure; all combine to produce a fruitful tree...

PRESSURE
The normal Christian life...

‘I'm a Christian; get me out of here...’
The purpose of pressure is to make us strong and produce patient endurance; so often we beseech God to remove the very circumstances He has carefully arranged to change us, from us. Nature itself tells us that something is always formed under pressure – we get to choose whether it will be a diamond or granite.
We love the idea of being a Christian, but most often we do not like the terms; death on the instalment plan; the heat and pressure of circumstances; fruit production not being instant...so we pretend they are different – so different sometimes that they bear no relation at all to those that Jesus laid down for guaranteed fruitfulness in the kingdom - 30, 60, 100 fold.
The kingdom life is one of paradoxes – we die to live; lose to keep  -

John 12: 25 – 26 AMP
‘25Anyone who loves his life loses it, but anyone who hates his life in this world will keep it to life eternal. [Whoever has no love for, no concern for, no regard for his life here on earth, but despises it, preserves his life forever and ever.]26 If anyone serves Me, he must continue to follow Me [to cleave steadfastly to Me, conform wholly to My example in living and, if need be, in dying] and wherever I am, there will My servant be also. If anyone serves Me, the Father will honour him’.
We must die in order to live...

He must increase. I must decrease.

Our inner death is given to us on the instalment plan – we die daily; to our own desires, ambitions, hopes and wishes; our life to our plan; as we allow His desires, ambitions and plan for us to become flesh upon us –

Though the way seemed straight and narrow

All I claimed was swept away,

My ambition, plans and wishes,

At my feet, in ashes lay;

Then God’s fire upon the altar

Of My heart was set aflame;

I will never cease to praise Him,

Glory! Glory! to His name.2
Oh the glory of the fire of God upon the altar of my heart! Oh the joy of living in His nature, not mine; the peace of loving who He loves, the way He loves; the cessation of conflict – the Divine Exchange – the corruptible for the incorruptible...as the Kingdom comes and I see the government of God in my life.
When we die to ourselves, the rewards are out of this world...we experience the way of love -
1 Corinthians 13: 1 – 13 The Message

The Way of Love
‘1 If I speak with human eloquence and angelic ecstasy but don’t love, I’m nothing but the creaking of a rusty gate.
2 If I speak God’s Word with power, revealing all his mysteries and making everything plain as day, and if I have faith that says to a mountain, “Jump,” and it jumps, but I don’t love, I’m nothing.
3-7 If I give everything I own to the poor and even go to the stake to be burned as a martyr, but I don’t love, I’ve gotten nowhere. So, no matter what I say, what I believe, and what I do, I’m bankrupt without love.
Love never gives up.
Love cares more for others than for self.
Love doesn’t want what it doesn’t have.
Love doesn’t strut,
Doesn’t have a swelled head,
Doesn’t force itself on others,
Isn’t always “me first,”
Doesn’t fly off the handle,
Doesn’t keep score of the sins of others,
Doesn’t revel when others grovel,
Takes pleasure in the flowering of truth,
Puts up with anything,
Trusts God always,
Always looks for the best,
Never looks back,
But keeps going to the end.
8-10 Love never dies. Inspired speech will be over some day; praying in tongues will end; understanding will reach its limit. We know only a portion of the truth, and what we say about God is always incomplete. But when the Complete arrives, our incompletes will be cancelled.11 When I was an infant at my mother’s breast, I gurgled and cooed like any infant. When I grew up, I left those infant ways for good.12 We don’t yet see things clearly. We’re squinting in a fog, peering through a mist. But it won’t be long before the weather clears and the sun shines bright! We’ll see it all then, see it all as clearly as God sees us, knowing him directly just as he knows us!13 But for right now, until that completeness, we have three things to do to lead us toward that consummation: Trust steadily in God, hope unswervingly, love extravagantly. And the best of the three is love.’
What each of us does with the incorruptible seed placed within us at the second birth is entirely up to us, but it cannot be denied that it is of vital importance to our destiny – there is a reward to be had -
Matthew 25: 23 NKJV

‘23 His lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.’
This world is not all there is and going to heaven is not our destiny...we are the Bride of an incredible King, destined to rule and reign with Him...we do not want to go into eternity with a soul that has not learned to rule, at the very least, itself...
Something’s got to give, as the old song says...with apologies to Frank Sinatra -
‘When an irresistible force such as You 
Meets an old immovable object like me 
You can bet just as sure as you live 

Something's gotta give 
Something's gotta give 
Something's gotta give 

When an irrepressible smile such as Yours 
Warms an old implacable heart such as mine 
Don't say no because I insist 

Something's gotta give 
Something's gotta give 
Something's gotta give 

Fight, fight, fight it with all of your might 
Chances are that some heavenly star-spangled night 
We'll find out just as sure as we live 

Something's gotta give .

This is where we are headed – to walk as He walks; love as He loves, to think as He thinks – the exchanged life and something very definitely, has to give!
Let’s pray -
‘Father, thank You. Help me to follow Your agenda for my life, not my own; I want to give You a good return on the seed you have planted in me. I don’t want a pea sized soul to take into eternity. Father, right here, right now, I give you what is Yours, all my time, all my resources, my very life, everything You have given me, I give it all back, I surrender; guide me Holy Spirit as I draw near to You to learn what it is really, really, like to bring forth fruit for the Kingdom, fruit that will last, as You have ordained. 
In Jesus Name, Amen.’
Beryl M
1The Furious Longing of God, Brennan Manning
2 ‘When I saw the cleansing fountain’ Mrs M J Harris
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Thank you.
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