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‘As grows a tree...’

‘Paint and Wallpaper’
Session 3
27 “You have heard that it was said... but I say to you...”
The Sermon on the Mount: Matthew 5,6,7.
We have seen that our little seed is going to need light, water, heat, air and pressure if it is to break out of its shell and begin to put down roots. We have also learned about choices, how they empower or disempower us; that to choose for God in every situation, thereby dying to ourselves, is to choose life and power; choosing against Him is to choose darkness, death, misery and destruction; choosing peace, joy, love, laughter, gentleness, calmness, mercy and courage all take us into realms within ourselves that produce internal power which make us into overcomers on the way to being more than conquerors. 
We have also seen that facing the unpalatable truth that we like darkness more than light are –

shocking, unexpected words that will change our life forever.
In this session we will take a look at some seemingly simple words of Jesus which also could change our lives forever. If you have ever studied the Sermon on the Mount you will be struck by the number of times Jesus says, “You have heard that it was said” and follows His next statement with “but I say to you” which signified a fundamental change in the way He wanted His hearers to understand God’s requirements of them.

Contrary to their hopes, He did not come to do away with the Law and its demands, but to fulfil it; neither did He come as King over Israel to set them free from the oppression of Rome as they hoped; He came specifically both to suffer and die to bring in a new covenant; to open up a new way; to raise up a people for Himself; a nation never before seen on the earth, of whom the world would ultimately prove itself unworthy. He shocked even his closest followers by His commands and at the end, lost them all...
Today He is shaking His Bride out of slumber; He is insisting that the new life she has received from Him requires a new way of thinking, not a makeover – paint and wallpaper – but total reformation, and the demands He makes are exactly the same as those He put upon His closest friends  2,000 years ago. Salvation is more than a cosmetic cover up; more perhaps than we have ever realised; paint and wallpaper won’t cut it – it must be His way or no way – His commands cause us to live by a higher standard; He did not come to abolish the law and the commandments, but to fulfil them.
The Gospel of grace is not a free ride or a walk in the park; an old Chinese proverb says that a journey of a thousand miles begins with the first step. If that step is not taken nothing else really matters. 
Mark 4: 3 -8 NASB
The parable of the seed

3 “Listen to this! Behold, the sower went out to sow; 4 as he was sowing, some seed fell beside the road, and the birds came and ate it up. 5 Other seed fell on the rocky ground where it did not have much soil; and immediately it sprang up because it had no depth of soil. 6 And after the sun had risen, it was scorched; and because it had no root, it withered away. 7 Other seed fell among the thorns, and the thorns came up and choked it, and it yielded no crop. 8 Other seeds fell into the good soil, and as they grew up and increased, they yielded a crop and produced thirty, sixty, and a hundredfold.”
Thirty, sixty, a hundredfold.
Among thirty-fold Christians there is much joy that they have been saved, but no anticipation of continuing on the journey towards spiritual maturity and perfection; they are content to be going to heaven when they die. A sixty-fold Christian has run well and produced good fruit, but something has hindered them – circumstances have caused them to stop; they have become disillusioned; or the challenge has just become too great...only the determined 100-fold Christian runs for the prize of the high calling – it is not how you start this race, but how you finish – it is about how much you want to come into that high calling – this is not about losing your salvation, but running the race with a goal in view – nobody drifts to the top of a mountain, or wins the marathon without training hard  –
1 Corinthians 9: 24 -27 The Message

‘24-25 You’ve all been to the stadium and seen the athletes race. Everyone runs; one wins. Run to win. All good athletes train hard. They do it for a gold medal that tarnishes and fades. You’re after one that’s gold eternally.26-27 I don’t know about you, but I’m running hard for the finish line. I’m giving it everything I’ve got. No sloppy living for me! I’m staying alert and in top condition. I’m not going to get caught napping, telling everyone else all about it and then missing out myself.’
‘No sloppy living for me!’ 
That which we have previously learned and understood of the Christian life may need re-evaluation as we go through this session...its theme is discipleship and what Jesus said about the Kingdom of God. Our perceptions may not line up with what He had in mind when He spoke about these things. For instance; He laid down specific conditions for those who sought to be disciples –

Luke 14:26 NKJV
“If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and his own life also, he cannot be My disciple.”
Condition number one...everyone else must take second place in our heart if we are to be a disciple...
Luke 14:27 NKJV
“And whoever does not bear his cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple.”
Condition number two – the cross is not for decoration but dying -
Luke 14:33 NKJV
“So likewise, whoever of you does not forsake all that he has cannot be My disciple.”
Condition number three – everything must go...

Luke 18: 23 -25 The Message

23 This was the last thing the official expected to hear. He was very rich and became terribly sad. He was holding on tight to a lot of things and not about to let them go.
24-25 Seeing his reaction, Jesus said, “Do you have any idea how difficult it is for people who have it all to enter God’s kingdom? I’d say it’s easier to thread a camel through a needle’s eye than get a rich person into God’s kingdom.”
God has made an arrangement with us; He didn’t invite our input and very often we don’t like the terms so we pretend they are different; we dilute them to less than the Gospel requires to make them acceptable to us...
I love this quote from ‘The Silver Chair’ by C S Lewis: a little girl named Jill is lost in a scary forest, she cries and cries and develops a terrible thirst. As she looks for water, she happens upon a stream and eagerly runs toward it, but then, she notices a Lion is lying beside it...
“She stops in her tracks. The Lion, knowing she is thirsty, invites her to come and drink...
“‘May I – could I – would you mind going away while I do?’ said Jill.
The Lion answered this only by a look and a very low growl. And as Jill gazed at its motionless bulk, she realised that she might as well have asked the whole mountain to move aside for her convenience. The delicious rippling noise of the stream was driving her nearly frantic. 
‘Will you promise not to – do anything to me, if I do come?’ said Jill. 

‘I make no promise’ said the Lion.
Jill was so thirsty now that, without noticing it she had come a step nearer. 
‘Do you eat girls?’ she said. 
‘I have swallowed up girls and boys, women and men, kings and emperors, cities and realms’ said the Lion. It didn’t say this as if it were boasting, nor as if it were sorry, nor as if it were angry. It just said it.
‘I daren’t come and drink,’ said Jill. 
‘Then you will die of thirst,’ said the Lion. 
‘Oh dear!’ said Jill, coming another step nearer, ‘I suppose I must go and look for another stream then.’
‘There is no other stream.’ 
Said the Lion.”
‘There is no other stream.’  C S Lewis puts these words into the mouth of Aslan the Christ figure, as he talks to a frightened little girl – she is thirsty, there is no other stream – and us? Where else can we go – He has the words of eternal life. 

The Lion says ‘I make no promise...’ 

Concerning what? 
The Lion makes no promise that Jill will not suffer; He will not promise her a better life; but He does invite her to drink the water she needs. 
You have heard it said, but I say to you...
The old way of thinking says ‘I'm a Christian, get me out of here!’; it says ‘if I pray more, tithe more, go to church, do more, God must do His part...’ ‘It says; agree with me in prayer...’
Jesus never said that; He said that the demands of Kingdom living and discipleship were rigorous; it is not Him plus something else... 
He asks for everything and says there is no other place to go but Him...because He is enough.
Luke 14:33 NKJV
“So likewise, whoever of you does not forsake all that he has cannot be My disciple.”

Salvation is free, but it isn’t cheap; the terms have not changed; in earthly terms it will cost us all we have, all we hold dear...but where else can we go; there is no other stream, what else can we do?  

Jesus does not say that riches and honour are evil in themselves, only that they must hold no place in our hearts; He does not say that loving mothers, fathers, husbands and children is wrong, only that they must not have first place in our hearts; He does not forbid anything but He insists that we place Him first. He desires the entire devotion of our heart because He made us for Himself and our hearts are restless until they find their resting place in Him, soe mad us for  He says -

‘Take up your cross, die to everything you think you need, because I want to set you free from yourself; free you from things you believe you cannot live without; I want to fill you with Myself...I am the answer to every need you have...the answer is always Me’. 
You have heard it said, but I say to you...

He came to set us free from our bondage to self, to sin, to darkness... 

‘Love God and live as you please’ said Augustine. 
Dead to self but alive to God in Christ Jesus...

The first thing we need to understand about discipleship then, is that it will cost us, not something but everything and here is a litmus test - if it has cost you nothing so far, in terms of relationships, possessions, position, promotion, time, money, discomfort, pain, rejection, injustice, ambition, success, friends or family - you are a believer or a follower not yet a disciple -
1 Chronicles 21:24 The Message
‘24 David replied to Araunah, “No. I’m buying it from you, and at the full market price. I’m not going to offer God sacrifices that are no sacrifice.”’
David refused to take Araunah’s threshing floor free of charge - ‘I will not give the Lord that which costs me nothing’ – discipleship will cost; it will entail sacrifice; and the road narrows; God says if you really want to enter into what He is doing, do the things He did and live under His smile, the way is narrow and it is straight...it is the same road He trod – 
Mark 10: 42NIV

‘42 Jesus called them together and said, ‘You know that those who are regarded as rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. 43 Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, 44 and whoever wants to be first must be slave of all. 45 For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.’
He has a way of asking for the one thing you do not want to give Him - your life -
Matthew 7: 13 – 14 The Voice
‘13 There are two paths before you; you may take only one path. One doorway is narrow. And one door is wide. Go through the narrow door. For the wide door leads to a wide path, and the wide path is broad; the wide, broad path is easy, and the wide, broad, easy path has many, many people on it; but the wide, broad, easy, crowded path leads to death.14 Now then that narrow door leads to a narrow road that in turn leads to life. It is hard to find that road. Not many people manage it.’

God says if we enter into what He is doing it gets narrower all the time – the Greek says it is ‘made narrow by pressure...’ are you under pressure? Rejoice God is making something of you.
Being a disciple doesn’t mean just following in the general direction that Jesus is going – there is a specific transfer of rights, government and control  – we must be properly aligned with Him, because the Kingdom of God is where God’s will – His pleasure and His purpose - is done on earth, as it is in heaven. 

In this transfer of rights there is only one obstacle in our way; before the Lord can begin building our lives after the pattern of Jesus, old things must go...this is not a mental assent - agreeing that smoking is hazardous to health means nothing until we actually give up...the decision is followed by purposeful action and it will require consistent choices to stay with the programme; kick the habit; exchange our old fallen thinking for the new...
To become a disciple means we make the moral decision to move from rebellion against God, to communion and agreement with Him and kick the habit of self-government...no longer two lives to be lived, but one. 
For a disciple, obedience is not an optional extra, neither is it delayed – the will has been abandoned to the will of God by a decisive act, which is followed by a long obedience in the same direction – we cannot reckon ourselves ‘dead to sin but alive to God’ (Romans 6:11) unless we have been through this radical issue of will before God – it is at that point that the journey of a thousand miles begins -
John 14:15 NASB

15 “If you love Me, you will...”

If you love Me, you will obey Me – if I have the whole devotion of your heart, you will obey.
Jesus is calling us to a fundamental rethink of that which we have learned, believed and followed, to cause us to follow Him – 
‘You have heard it said...but I say to you.’
Matthew 5: 21 - 22
We do not normally settle our dedication to Jesus and the Way in our teens or twenties; there are things we want to do that are far too pressing for that type of commitment; finding a mate; marriage, home, job, family are burning issues at this age. It is when we reach our thirties or even forties we begin to make considered choices about our lives and what we want them to produce for eternity...
In the same way, at the beginning of our Christian walk we are taken up with our ideas of where God is going and what He wants us to do; we may think that as Jesus died and rose again for our sins and we are now forgiven, we can live life as we please – after all He came to give us abundant life; or we may major on our gift or ministry;  we can also fall into the ‘just be nice’ mentality and smile a lot; we may assume that the law no longer apply to us - the fact is, it does but now it is internal not external; it is the perfect Law, the Law of Love, and we cannot possibly keep it any more than they could in Jesus’ day, this is why He gives us Himself; all we need; for all we want; forever; as we develop moment by moment dependence upon Him and His grace. 
But, you cannot be under grace while demanding freedom from obedience...it takes time, conscious choices, and considerable effort to remain where we have been placed - ‘in Christ’ – and the Holy Spirit gets behind every choice we make for God and empowers us to change, in order that we may bear fruit, fruit which remains - for the essence of discipleship is that we abide...stay, remain, stand, persevere, endure where He has put us, in Himself... 
He gives us all we need in every circumstance of life...His love, His joy, His peace, His patience...all freely available – ‘What do you need Me to be to you now that I couldn’t be at any other time?’ is the question He constantly asks in order that He may present us with – Himself – He is enough. 

What is our part in this then? Simply this, nobody drifts to the top of a mountain and nobody becomes a disciple without a clash of wills and kingdoms having first taken place. Darkness and light cannot dwell together...with the change of government Adam is dethroned and Jesus takes His place as Lord – from the initial decision to abandon ourselves, surrender our self-will and follow Him wherever He leads the road becomes increasingly narrow and we discover that there is a blessedness in possessing nothing: ‘except a man forsake all that he has, he cannot be my disciple...’ He cannot imitate Me unless he becomes like Me...
Philippians 2 : 5 – 8 The Message

He Took on the Status of a Slave
‘5-8 Think of yourselves the way Christ Jesus thought of himself. He had equal status with God but didn’t think so much of himself that he had to cling to the advantages of that status no matter what. Not at all. When the time came, he set aside the privileges of deity and took on the status of a slave, became human! Having become human, he stayed human. It was an incredibly humbling process. He didn’t claim special privileges. Instead, he lived a selfless, obedient life and then died a selfless, obedient death—and the worst kind of death at that—a crucifixion.’
 ‘You have heard it said...but I say to you.’
Matthew 5: 21 - 22
When Jesus walked the earth and spoke these words to the Jews He was about to change forever everything they had believed; they were Abraham's seed and saw no reason to change – until, that is, Jesus challenged their self-righteousness, at which point they sought to kill Him; confrontation with the truth is never pleasant, neither are our reactions to it. They presumed on the faithfulness of God, whilst forgetting that the Covenant laid certain requirements upon them... 
When Peter on the roof top saw the sheet let down before his eyes, something radical was going to happen; his lenses were about to be changed, he too resisted initially; that which he had been taught to abhor, God was making clean – he was not to call it unclean...

God is about to change what we have hitherto understood of it means to follow Jesus – to be a ‘Christian’ – and it has nothing to do with church attendance, ministry or moving in the gifts; it has everything to do with our heart, His Kingdom, His authority, and His Sovereignty, and the new birth.  Like Peter, He is letting a sheet down before us and causing us to see in a totally different way.
The truth when it first comes is always negative and our reactions to it can be quite bizarre – from outright denial, to calling it heresy, or as in Peter’s case, resisting it - one thing is certain, offence is sure to come –
Luke 7:23 The Voice

‘23 Whoever is not offended by Me is blessed indeed.’

Truth will offend; God’s requirements will offend; they offend what we believe; how we live; what we want to do; what we understand of His holiness; what it means to be a Christian; truth offends because it speaks of Sovereignty, sin and the necessity to change – like an alarm clock in the morning its trumpet call is unwelcome. 

The necessity for change is obvious; our legacy from the seed of Adam is the nature of the adversary; it is anti-Christ; it is power hungry; it seeks positions and possessions; it is self-centred, self-protective and self-referential – our desperate need is to be re-formed in the image of our Creator, from the inside out; we cannot cover the first Adam with paint and wallpaper, we must learn to live from the seed of the Second Adam, Jesus the Christ...this is the nature of discipleship.
Discipleship is the normal Christian life. It is the crucified life; we have been crucified with Christ; it is our responsibility to work out that death. From the outward show of religious fervour and zeal which arises from the natural man, to the inner life of resurrection power which comes from the Spirit. Death becomes life; we become overcomers; more than conquerors through Him who loved us, in the face of anything and everything. Discipleship is not for a few ‘super spiritual’ believers – it is for all. It is not optional; it is an instruction -
Matthew 28:19 - 20 NASB
‘19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age’
‘Go and make disciples’ – Jesus’ last command.  This is the way to the abundant life and freedom from ourselves that Christ came to give us – discipleship is the lost glory of the Gospel – truly it is the good news of the exchanged life -
Romans 6: 6 – 11 The Message

When Death Becomes Life
6-11 Could it be any clearer? Our old way of life was nailed to the cross with Christ, a decisive end to that sin-miserable life—no longer at sin’s every beck and call! What we believe is this: If we get included in Christ’s sin-conquering death, we also get included in his life-saving resurrection.’

The crucified life is the normal Christian life; it is agreement with God about who we were and who we are now; our need for salvation and what He has done, where He has placed us. Understanding our part in the process and determining to co-operate with Him to bring us to the place where we think like Him and act like Him - we move from the kingdom of darkness into His Kingdom of light where love is the key... 
John 15: 16 – 17 AMP

‘16 You have not chosen Me, but I have chosen you and I have appointed you [I have planted you], that you might go and bear fruit and keep on bearing, and that your fruit may be lasting [that it may remain, abide], so that whatever you ask the Father in My Name [as presenting all that I Am], He may give it to you.
17 This is what I command you: that you love one another.’
Here Jesus links choosing, appointing, fruit bearing and loving one another together...and the promise is that when we do this, everything we ask in alignment with His will and purpose, we will see – the Kingdom will come on earth, as it is in heaven. 

Love is the key, and it is love that will cost you everything you have in this world’s terms, if you aspire to be a lover of God and a lover of what He loves...

Should you choose not to go further, He will not love you any the less, nor will you lose your salvation – once saved, always saved; but there is a place in the Spirit that is set aside for each one of us and the way to it is obedience to His basic command to love Him first and then –
Love one another.
There is no other commandment greater than loving God and loving one another. Loving one another is not limited to a church meeting or a house group but it will require two things, death and discipleship – ‘All I once held dear built my life upon’...as the chorus goes ‘spent and useless now, compared to this, knowing You, Jesus, knowing You, there is no greater thing...’
When we examine the requirements and strength of love we will see that it would take us to our last gasp but our new heart is a new wineskin, it is flexible and ready to be enlarged and filled to overflowing with Him; our old heart would burst if the new wine of the Kingdom were poured into it; it is incapable of enlargement, this is why He has given us a new one – so that we can be stretched and filled to overflowing with the new wine of His love -
Mark 2: 21 – 23 The Voice

‘21 These are new things I’m teaching, and they can’t be reconciled with old habits. Nobody would ever use a piece of new cloth to patch an old garment because when the patch shrinks, it pulls away and makes the tear even worse. 22 And nobody puts new, unfermented wine into old wineskins because if he does, the wine will burst the skins; they would lose both the wineskins and the wine. No, the only appropriate thing is to put new wine into new wineskins.’ 
Just what would it look like if we were no longer consumed with ourselves and the success or failure of our little projects; with promoting our ministry or gift; or even with getting to heaven when we die; but with our destiny which is to become like Him; to be united with Him; to love Him and to represent Him, to be Father pleasers as He was; during our time here on the earth -

Acts 4:13 KJV
‘13 Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were unlearned and ignorant men, they marvelled; and they took knowledge of them, that they had been with Jesus.’

They took knowledge that they had ‘been with Jesus’ – it takes time to develop intimacy; there’s nothing instant about the Kingdom; there are no casual friends there; you can’t go in and out of there once a week; the Divine seed within us will only grow and be nourished by an ongoing, intimate, relationship with the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit – it takes time... 
LORD - I HAVE TIME 
‘I went out Lord, men were coming out, they were coming and going, Lord, walking and running, everything was rushing, cars, lorries, the street, the whole town. Men were rushing not to waste time; they were rushing after time, to catch up with time, to gain time.

“Goodbye sir” “Excuse me, I’ll come back”, “I can’t wait, haven’t time”, “Must end this letter, but I haven’t time”, “I’d love to help you, but I haven’t time” , “Can’t accept, having no time”...can’t think, can’t read, I'm swamped, haven’t time, “I’d like to pray but I haven’t time”...

You understand Lord, they simply haven’t the time.

The child is playing; he hasn’t the time right now, later on...

The school boy has his homework to do; he hasn’t the time, later on...

The student has his courses and so much work; he hasn’t time, later on...
The young married man has his new house, he has to fix it up, he hasn’t time, later on...

The grandparents have their grandchildren; they haven’t time, later on...

They are ill, they have their treatments, they haven’t time, later on...

They are dying...they have no...too late, they have no more time...

And so all men run after time Lord, they pass through life running, hurried, jostled overburdened, frantic - and they never get there, in spite of all their efforts, they still are – short of time.

Lord, you must have made a mistake in your calculations, there’s a big mistake somewhere, the hours are too short, our lives are too short. You who are beyond time Lord, you smile to see us fighting it, You know what You are doing. You make no mistakes in Your distribution of time to man, you give each one time to do what You want him to do, but we mustn’t lose time, waste time, kill time, pass time, for time is a gift that you give us, but a perishable gift that doesn’t keep Lord.

Lord, I have time, I have plenty of time, all the time you give me, the years of my life, the days of my years, the hours of my days, they are all mine, mine to fill, quietly, calmly, but to fill completely up to the brim, to offer them to You that out of their insipid water You may make a rich wine, such as You once made in Cana of Galilee.

I'm not asking You today Lord for time to do this and then that, but Your grace to do conscientiously, in the time that You give me, what You want me to do.’ 1
Time is the only currency we have.

He doesn’t do time share...

He wants all of it.

What if He required us to steward our time, as well as our gifts and our money?
Time.

24 hours and no time for Him...

Something wrong with our time management... 
We are going to have to make a choice soon because the road is about to diverge...
Luke 14: 25,26; 27, 33 AMP
‘25 Now huge crowds were going along with [Jesus], and He turned and said to them,26 If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his [own] father and mother [in the sense of indifference to or relative disregard for them in comparison with his attitude toward God] and [likewise] his wife and children and brothers and sisters—[yes] and even his own life also—he cannot be My disciple.33 So then, any of you who does not forsake (renounce, surrender claim to, give up, say good-bye to) all that he has cannot be My disciple.’

When Jesus began to preach the Kingdom He pulled no punches – He went up on a mountain, large crowds followed – so far so good – but He turns and addresses the 12 whom He had selected and puts it to them straight - 

‘This new life I am offering you is upside down. Compared to an ever increasing intimacy to Me and My plan for your life – everything else must take second place...’
Jesus challenges the people, the Jews and His disciples about eating of Him, the living bread, the living Word – 

John 6:66 – 68 NASB

‘66 As a result of this many of His disciples withdrew and were not walking with Him anymore. 67 So Jesus said to the twelve, “You do not want to go away also, do you?” 68 Simon Peter answered Him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have words of eternal life.’

“Lord, to whom shall we go? Very good question Pete...
When He calls you to follow Him – there will be a Divine confrontation...
‘You have heard it said...but I say to you’
Matthew 5: 21 - 22
Philippians 3: 7 – 12 NASB

‘7 But whatever things were gain to me, those things I have counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 8 More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so that I may gain Christ, 9 and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith, 10 that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death;11 in order that I may attain to the resurrection from the dead.12 Not that I have already obtained it or have already become perfect, but I press on so that I may lay hold of that for which also I was laid hold of by Christ Jesus.’
When God calls a man He calls him to die. ‘He is no fool who gives that which he cannot keep for that which he cannot lose’ so said Jim Elliott on the night before he was killed by the Aucus Indians...For us though, it is probably death on the instalment plan; the ‘crucified’ life; the ‘deeper’ life; the life that bears fruit that will last and it begins with a definite decision...
No pressure. 
The choice is entirely yours; He will not love you any the less whatever you choose - 

Two roads diverged in a yellow wood,
And sorry I could not travel both
And be one traveller, long I stood
And looked down one as far as I could
To where it bent in the undergrowth;

Then took the other, as just as fair,
And having perhaps the better claim
Because it was grassy and wanted wear,
Though as for that the passing there
Had worn them really about the same,
And both that morning equally lay
In leaves no step had trodden black.
Oh, I kept the first for another day!
Yet knowing how way leads on to way
I doubted if I should ever come back.

I shall be telling this with a sigh
Somewhere ages and ages hence:
Two roads diverged in a wood, and I,
I took the one less travelled by,
And that has made all the difference.
Robert Frost

If we are to grow up in God we must take the road less travelled; He must be our first priority of choice...always and in every circumstance; obedience to Him and His commands; always and in every circumstance, leaving the consequences of those choices to Him...
‘Do as I say and leave the consequences to Me.’
Choices.

We have already seen how they disempower or empower us; so, are we planning to be a disciple of Jesus, a follower of Jesus or just a believer? 

We will never choose to embrace the cross of Christ; experience personally the furious longing of God, the fullness of His grace or the power of the resurrection life which is ours in Him, unless we understand our moral dislocation and how fundamental  is our need to change – our spiritual poverty - 

Matthew 5:3 AMP

‘3 Blessed (happy, to be envied, and spiritually prosperous—with life-joy and satisfaction in God’s favour and salvation, regardless of their outward conditions) are the poor in spirit (the humble, who rate themselves insignificant), for theirs is the kingdom of heaven!’

Blessed are you then, when you recognise your need – the kingdom of heaven is at your disposal...the King Himself will come in to you and rule over you. The Christian life is not difficult, it is impossible – but the Sermon on the Mount shows us that Jesus had something (or Someone) up His sleeve, who would enable the impossible to become possible within us – the Holy Spirit – our righteousness surely exceeds that of the Pharisees...the fruit that we yield is the produce of the kingdom of God, made possible by His indwelling.
So now we have to face the fact of our need – sin is still at work in us -
1 John 1:8 AMP
 ‘8 If we say we have no sin [refusing to admit that we are sinners], we delude and lead ourselves astray, and the Truth [which the Gospel presents] is not in us [does not dwell in our hearts].’
We may comfort ourselves with the fact that we have never committed murder or adultery; never stolen or cheated anyone but - the fact is we are not ‘nice’ people on the inside; no longer able to love we too, fight, kill and covet to obtain that which we desire -
James 4: 1 – 8 The Voice

‘1Where do you think your fighting and endless conflict come from? Don’t you think that they originate in the constant pursuit of gratification that rages inside each of you like an uncontrolled militia? 2 You crave something that you do not possess, so you murder to get it. You desire the things you cannot earn, so you sue others and fight for what you want. You do not have because you have chosen not to ask. 3 And when you do ask, you still do not get what you want because your motives are all wrong—because you continually focus on self-indulgence. 4 You are adulterers. Don’t you know that making friends with this corrupt world order is open aggression toward God? So anyone who aligns with this bogus world system is declaring war against the one true God. 5 Do you think it is empty rhetoric when the Scriptures say, “The spirit that lives in us is addicted to envy and jealousy”? 6 You may think that the situation is hopeless, but God gives us more grace when we turn away from our own interests. That’s why Scripture says,
‘God opposes the proud,
 but He pours out grace on the humble.’
7 So submit yourselves to the one true God and fight against the devil and his schemes. If you do, he will run away in failure. 8 Come close to the one true God, and He will draw close to you. Wash your hands; you have dirtied them in sin. Cleanse your heart, because your mind is split down the middle, your love for God on one side and selfish pursuits on the other.’
‘...your mind is split down the middle, your love for God on one side and selfish pursuits on the other.’  Lovely way of saying ‘you are double minded’...

We cannot straddle two kingdoms; we must come down on one side or the other. 

We cannot continue with a cosmetic application of the word to our lives, or divert it to apply to others, we must allow it to work in us...The good news of the Kingdom requires more than redecoration, it demands total reconstruction – change, from the inside out – where else can we go? 

THE DREAM

In the dream I saw a house, a modest, detached dwelling, nearing 50 years old. At one time it had housed a family, but now it stood, forsaken and forlorn; the victim of divorce, death and decay...

I moved closer, struggling up what had once been the front path now overgrown, as was the garden, with thorns, thistles and briars; as I neared the front door I beheld a sad sight; the windows were dirty and broken; the door hung off, swinging gently in the breeze, hinges rusting...through it I glimpsed ragged carpet; dingy walls and peeling wallpaper; the once beautiful curtains hung in shreds; the furniture was broken and filthy...I sensed it had once been a happy family home, decorated by the wife in the most up-to-the-minute style; having all the paraphernalia of a life that would keep it in the forefront of the latest fashion - now it stood, cold, empty, crumbling and dying...

I stepped inside.

As I crossed the threshold, the dream changed; I became the house and I could hear voices – ‘Oh no! Visitors and I looked such a mess!!  They were walking in, there was nothing to stop them, what could I do...how could I cover myself, preserve my image?’  I quickly scanned every room – there was no chance...it was far too late, nowhere to hide; I would have to be seen just as I was. 

I kept as quiet as I could...if I stood quite still they may not discover the full extent of my ruin...I was falling to pieces...

There were three of them, wealthy by the look of it, kings – ‘Royalty’ I thought. ‘What could they be looking for here in this broken down old place?’ I was far past my best, surely they wouldn’t want to live here or invest good money in me? I listened intently – they conferred in low, musical voices, their tone almost appreciative – they seemed to have found just what they were looking for...I heard something about giving all they had to purchase me...what did that mean? And now they were talking about restoration, renovation, new life, new opportunities...

I moved closer, intrigued now and not a little interested to learn what my fate might be...

They had plans – detailed plans – for how they would renovate me and bring me into profitable use – apparently many years ago I once belonged to them – I was part of their estate.  

I squared up as best I could on my wobbly foundations...‘How can I help?’ I thought to myself, surely they would consult with me before they commenced their building project. My head lifted a little in pride, I was good at this sort of thing they couldn’t do it without me, of that I was sure...I knew how to dress and make the best of myself; I had invested a lot of my earlier years in perfecting an image...just a little tweak here and there and I would be fine again...ready to join the parade...

I glanced out of my upstairs window – oh the garden, I had forgotten all about that! It looked terrible, where once there had been a small orchard, nothing but fruitless trees, the vegetable patch was overgrown, yielding nothing, and the grass which had once been a well manicured lawn was knee high...I sighed inwardly; the task I realised was far too great for me, I would be of no help to them at all, I had not recognised how far I had gone downhill...I was overwhelmed by my true condition – I was derelict, decaying, my beauty gone. 

For years I realised, I had tried to persuade myself that a cosmetic touch of paint and wallpaper would restore me to my former glory - a nip here, a tuck there; but I saw in a flash that what I needed was much more than that; I needed a radical change; a rebuild; my foundations were crumbling; and I was subject to subsidence; I was just not safe...the voices below lowered...I strained to hear what they were saying...

Trying not to make any noise, I crept downstairs, three heads were bent together looking intently over a plan which they held between them – they seemed in complete agreement about what they were going to do, there was much joy as they pointed to various areas they wanted to change – they were enjoying this...I moved closer still – shock! The plan they held in their hands wasn’t me at all! Colonnades, porticos, marble steps and vistas wide – it was a Temple, a place of worship – there must be some mistake...

As I edged ever closer, I overheard one say, as the others nodded in agreement, ‘Yes, I shall live here; I shall make it my main residence and personally oversee all the work that needs to be done. For now I will live in the smallest room, until I can occupy the whole house. I am really excited, this is a grand project and it will take many years, I shall enjoy every moment of it – surely the glory of this latter house will be greater than the former...’

I woke up.’
The new Owners of this house will not be settling for paint and wallpaper; they intend to do a systematic and complete restoration room by room; attic to cellar; top to bottom – this is their delight. The house has been purchased – it is under new management; under new government and the new Owners - Father, Son and Holy Spirit - intend to oversee all the work personally.

1 Corinthians 6: 19 – 20 The Voice

‘19 Don’t you know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who comes from God and dwells inside of you? You do not own yourself. 20 You have been purchased at a great price, so use your body to bring glory to God!’ 

 ‘You have heard it said...but I say to you’
Matthew 5: 21 - 22
The central issue of the Gospel contained in the New Testament is conformation to the image of Jesus, by the power of the indwelling Holy Spirit. Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 5, 6 and 7 is the Kingdom mandate; the standard, for Spirit filled living. There is no other way we could do as He tells us – love our enemies, and pray for those who despitefully use us. It describes the kind of conduct that should govern the people of God through the power of the Holy Spirit. The Law could not produce this; the Kingdom presupposes a Monarch and that King indwells us. 
We can no longer dress up substandard areas of our lives when the Lord’s intention is to uproot and tear down, to rebuild and to plant, to make us into overcomers and more than conquerors.

Participation in the Kingdom of God is a transformation in the foundational structure of our life and values from which our behaviour proceeds. From living in the kingdom of darkness, we have been transferred into the Kingdom of His glorious light.
 “Now is this not a happy business? Christ, the rich, noble and holy Bridegroom, takes in marriage this poor, contemptible and sinful little prostitute, takes away all of her evil, and bestows all His goodness upon her! It is no longer possible for sin to overwhelm her, for she is now found in Christ and is swallowed up by Him so that she possesses a rich righteousness in her Bridegroom.” 2
Is this not a happy business indeed! His grace and love towards us which refuses to leave us as we are. He willingly takes away all our evil and exchanges it for all His goodness and we get to choose just how much of Him we want – it will be commensurate with how much we are prepared to let go; two things cannot occupy the same space. 
Can we say with A W Tozer, a prophet of the 20th century -
‘O God, be Thou exalted over my possessions. Nothing of earth's treasures shall seem dear unto me if only Thou art glorified in my life. 
Be Thou exalted over my friendships. 
I am determined that Thou shalt be above all, though I must stand deserted and alone in the midst of the earth. Be Thou exalted above my comforts. Though it mean the loss of bodily comforts and the carrying of heavy crosses, I shall keep my vow made this day before Thee. 
Be Thou exalted over my reputation. Make me ambitious to please Thee even if as a result I must sink into obscurity and my name be forgotten as a dream. Rise, O Lord, into Thy proper place of honour, above my ambitions, above my likes and dislikes, above my family, my health and even my life itself. 
Let me decrease that Thou mayest increase; let me sink that Thou mayest rise above. Ride forth upon me as Thou didst ride into Jerusalem mounted upon the humble little beast, a colt, the foal of an ass, and let me hear the children cry to Thee, "Hosanna in the highest." And now, O Lord of heaven and earth, I consecrate my remaining days to Thee; let them be many or few, as Thou wilt. Let me stand before the great or minister to the poor and lowly; that choice is not mine, and I would not influence it if I could. I am Thy servant to do Thy will, and that will is sweeter to me than position or riches or fame and I choose it above all things on earth or in heaven.’3
Let’s pray shall we -
‘Thank You Father, everything I am is Yours and everything You are is mine...in Christ. I can live a life of outrageous joy and rejoicing knowing that You are faithful, powerful and wonderful on my behalf...I can dance my way through life, celebrating Who you are and what You have done. This isn’t about going to heaven, this is about becoming fully human again...just as You intended...Walking as Jesus walked, bearing fruit that will last, and doing the things He did...just as You promised.’

Amen!
Beryl
1 Michel Quoist
2  Martin Luther.
3 ‘The Pursuit of God’, ‘God Tells the Man Who Cares’, A W Tozer
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