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‘As grows a tree’

Session 4
‘We were once kings...’
“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. 3 You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. 4 Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. 5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If you do not remain in me, you are like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. 7 If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.”
John 15 NIV
Fruit, fruit and more fruit.

The effects of the Fall were sudden, dramatic and eternal; man was plunged in an instant from light to darkness; life to death; from king to pauper. There is no way back from this state except through the rebirth – we need a new start, not a makeover; and our journey is one of discovering how to conduct ourselves, how to behave, how to live, in this new Kingdom, the Kingdom of Light. 
We have seen that our seed will need, heat, light, water and pressure; we have explored the fact that choices empower or disempower us and that the Christian life is not a walk in the park; it is not covering up our disfigurement with paint and wallpaper, but exchanging it for His beauty; and discipleship is not an optional extra, but the normal Christian life; we discovered how completely ruined we are without Jesus and that the description ‘in Christ’ carries far greater implications than whether or not we are going to heaven because when Paul said we are ‘new creations’ he was speaking about our participation in the whole redemptive plan and purpose of God; living from our new DNA with eternity in mind.
In the last session we discovered that we may have misunderstood Jesus intention - He calls us, but He calls us to die - die to self-centredness and rise again to new life in Him – He has given us the exchanged life and He calls us to live from there. The glory of the Gospel is that it offers, not a religious experience, but an exchanged life; a transformed life; a life of abiding which is the secret of a fruitful, productive life. Only this life has power to produce good fruit, Holy Ghost fruit, the only fruit that will last and the fruit of which Jesus speaks. 
In this session we will be examining some of the hindrances we will encounter as we seek to live life from this higher place and regain mastery over ourselves and our own inner territory; our first task is to regain our lost dominion for - 
We were once kings...
We were once kings – but we lost our right to rule; our dominion, in Adam and from him we inherited mindsets and behaviour patterns that are not compatible with the Kingdom of Light. 

The moment we were born again we moved from the kingdom of darkness, into the Kingdom of Light...When we underwent water baptism a legal transaction took place, we died to our old nature and all its darkness and bondage and rose in newness of life; we became partakers in the Kingdom of God. 
The outworking of this is that experientially we find we have been plunged into a battle between Light and darkness and we quickly discover that warfare doesn’t go away if we are not ready for it.  The internal conflict becomes a way of life as the old wars against the new and constant choices are required...we are discovering whether we have backbone or wishbone; the whole issue now is one of rulership – self-rule or Spirit rule. 
In Christ dominion is restored but occupation of the territory won is not automatic...a bridgehead has been established - there remains much land to be taken; the first rule warfare is  that you cannot take ground from the enemy if he has ground in you. The first fight is always with the flesh.  Paul says there is a war going on in you and if you do not win that battle, you will not win any other. It is ours to both occupy and continue that occupation; the enemy of our souls will not rest himself seeking to seize back that which we have won - 
1 Peter 5: 8 The Message

‘8 Keep a cool head. Stay alert. The Devil is poised to pounce, and would like nothing better than to catch you napping. Keep your guard up.’
The purpose of battle is victory; the purpose of victory is occupation...but it is one thing to desire it another to pursue it – pursuing will require commitment, determination and discipline as we war against ourselves to regain that which was lost. 
The Gospel, the good news, is about a Divine exchange; it is about the restoration of that which was lost – body, soul and spirit; it is much more than having sin forgiven it is the restoration of our humanity; our ability to reign and rule; to have dominion; to be 100% human; 100% spiritual; 100% fruitful – placing our feet on earth and in heaven at the same time as Jesus did for -
We were once kings
Salvation is the Father restoring our lost inheritance by Divine intervention. Appropriating it begins with a proper understanding of the Gospel exchange – light for darkness; new for old; earthly for eternal - 
‘Does it happen all at once, like being wound up?’ the Rabbit asked –

"It doesn't happen all at once," said the Skin Horse, for he was always truthful, "You become. It takes a long time. That's why it doesn't happen often to people who break easily, or have sharp edges, or who have to be carefully kept. Generally, by the time you are Real, most of your hair has been loved off, and your eyes drop out and you get loose in the joints and very shabby. But these things don't matter at all; because once you are Real you can't be ugly, except to people who don't understand. And once you become Real, you can’t become unreal, it lasts for always..." 1

‘The Velveteen Rabbit’ a children’s novel, records the story of a stuffed rabbit and his quest to become real through the love of his owner; the parallel is obvious; it takes time to learn to be loved...and it lasts for always. 
We call it discipleship – it is essentially a relationship and a long obedience in the same direction – take Me on trust, obey Me, until you learn how to love Me as I love you... 
It takes time and commitment; it is not instant; we do not add hot water, stir and produce a disciple. And there is always an ‘if’ involved, perhaps we will, perhaps we won’t – we get to choose – commitment is a word of love...when two people marry, they commit to each other in love...
Commitment is a ‘love’ word –

‘If you love Me, you will obey Me...’

And you will go on to love everyone – not just those you like...living the first and second commandments takes - 
Commitment.

Not a feeling, an act of the will. 
Jesus, talking to those He had loved, eaten, slept and shared life with, speaks of their faithfulness to Him and calls it ‘love’. Our love towards God is expressed by our faithfulness; in our commitment to His word; in being loyal to Him; no matter what life with all its vicissitudes - its changes and unexpected difficulties - throws at us –
Matthew 25:21 NIV

21 ‘His master replied, “Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!”
Grumblers and complainers, nil; ‘Good’ and ‘faithful’ are the qualifications for rewards on that Day...they will govern whether we are the least or the greatest in the Kingdom...it is only asked of any of us that we be faithful in little things...in this  way rewards are earned – 

Micah 6:8 NKJV

‘He has shown you, O man, what is good;
And what does the Lord require of you
But to do justly,
To love mercy,
And to walk humbly with your God?’
Justice, mercy and humility; it is not possible in our old nature to live this way. 
To enable us to ‘do justly, love mercy and walk humbly with our God’ in other words, produce the fruit of righteousness and live within the confines of His code of morality, Jesus gives us His Spirit. It is He who makes us fit for life here and in the heavenly kingdom; we become right from the inside out.  It is what is inside us that is killing us, our relationships, and those around us; it bubbles up from the septic tank within and releases noxious gases into the atmosphere every time we open our mouths! It is out of the abundance of what is in our our heart that our mouth speaks... 
Jesus tells us in the Sermon on the Mount that the external law had had no effect; now He introduces us to the law of the Kingdom, the internal law of Love; He already has the Helper standing by to produce the righteous fruit He wants from this new nation never before seen on the earth, the nation who is to be filled with His very own Spirit –
Matthew 5: 18 – 19 The Voice

‘18 This, beloved, is the truth: until heaven and earth disappear, not one letter, not one pen stroke, will disappear from the sacred law—for everything, everything in the sacred law will be fulfilled and accomplished. 19 Anyone who breaks even the smallest, most obscure commandment—not to mention teaches others to do the same—will be called small and obscure in the kingdom of heaven. Those who practice the law and teach others how to live the law will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20 For I tell you this: you will not enter the kingdom of heaven unless your righteousness goes deeper than the Pharisees’, even more righteous than the most learned learner of the law.’
He never asks of us without first enabling us, so He gives us His Holy Spirit.
Obedience to the commands of Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount can only be produced in us by our ongoing co-operation with the indwelling Holy Spirit – we cannot produce this fruit, only He can – it is the result of yielding to His gracious work within us as we learn to abide in Him in love.
Love. 
We are apt to equate love with warm fuzzy, romantic feelings, but love for God is the love of choice; we choose to live in the way that pleases Him as we relinquish our right to ourselves and bow the knee to His Lordship. It is the love of faith, commitment, obedience, loyalty and faithfulness - which precedes feeling - love, precedes wisdom; wisdom follows love. 
Love, as we will see is the driving force of the universe –
1 Corinthians 13: 1 – 3 NIV
‘If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 3 If I give all I possess to the poor and give over my body to hardship that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing.’
As we believe and receive His love for us, like the Velveteen Rabbit, we return that love to Him, and we become Real...another word is authentic – genuine, true, reliable, trustworthy, dependable, honest, faithful, it’s a process; it takes time to learn how to walk in the Light we have been in darkness for a long, long, time.
It all rests upon our choice – a choice which will empower us. Our faith rests upon facts, not upon feelings, and we make our choices on given facts about Him – whom having not seen, we love. The choice to believe He is good; the choice to trust in His goodness; choices that empower us -
1 Peter 1:8 – 9 The Message

‘8-9 You never saw him, yet you love him. You still don’t see him, yet you trust him—with laughter and singing. Because you kept on believing, you’ll get what you’re looking forward to: total salvation.’
Total salvation; body, soul and spirit; we are saved, we are being saved, and we will be saved...full salvation – the righteousness of Christ which was imputed, credited, to us the moment we believed, is now being imparted to us; it is being worked in, out, and through us; we are beginning to live ‘right’ from the inside out, as we make the choices which bring the changes...we are stepping into our inheritance of righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Ghost...it’s a process and we have to begin somewhere –

Romans 12: 1 – 2 The Message
Place Your Life Before God
‘1-2 So here’s what I want you to do, God helping you: Take your everyday, ordinary life—your sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and walking-around life—and place it before God as an offering. Embracing what God does for you is the best thing you can do for him. Don’t become so well-adjusted to your culture that you fit into it without even thinking. Instead, fix your attention on God. You’ll be changed from the inside out. Readily recognize what he wants from you, and quickly respond to it. Unlike the culture around you, always dragging you down to its level of immaturity, God brings the best out of you, develops well-formed maturity in you.’

That has to be the best advice you will get this day!

Love and discipline go together like a horse and carriage...a disciple, therefore, will develop a disciplined life. The root of the word is ‘sound of mind’; self-controlled; Greek ‘sophronismos’ – literally means ‘a saving of the mind’, from the word ‘sozo’, to save.  Discipline will save your mind and as you think, you will live – the thought is father to the act.   
Love and self-control are bookends; they hold the rest of the fruit of the Spirit together – so we love God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength at one end, and control or discipline ourselves at the other, and the rest fall into place...loving our neighbour becomes a walk in the park...it’s that easy.  

A disciple is ‘learner’; one who knows they need to be taught and whose effort is accompanied by commitment; a person who is disciplined and controlled in their life and lifestyle.  Jewish disciples were students or apprentices of a particular rabbi or ‘Master’; a disciple’s overriding aim and burning desire was to be like his Master in thought, word, and behaviour. Through memorisation of his Master’s teaching and imitation of his lifestyle, a disciple became qualified to become his teacher’s reliable witness...
The rabbis had some amusing metaphors to describe the different types of students they encountered -
· The sponge – sucks up everything, the good, the bad and the ugly, it all goes in; 
· The funnel – takes in everything with great delight and enthusiasm and drops it straight out of the bottom; 
· The sieve – takes out the lumps and examines them closely and lets the wheat fall to the ground; 
· The sifter – sifts the wheat from the chaff and retains that which is good.

The last category was the one the rabbis would be looking for; it was to these they would pass their mantle...So we see Jesus, a rabbi, teaching the crowds when a young man comes to Him with a question – he addresses Him as Good Teacher -
Matthew 19: 16 – 22 NKJV
‘16 “Good Teacher, what good thing shall I do that I may have eternal life?”17 So He said to him, “Why do you call Me good? No one is good but One, that is, God. But if you want to enter into life, keep the commandments.”18 He said to Him, “Which ones?”Jesus said, “‘You shall not murder,’ ‘You shall not commit adultery,’ ‘You shall not steal,’ ‘You shall not bear false witness, 20 The young man said to Him, “All these things I have kept from my youth. What do I still lack?”21 Jesus said to him, “If you want to be perfect, go, sell what you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.”22 But when the young man heard that saying, he went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions.’
A wannabe comes to Jesus, calling Him ‘Good Teacher’, he desires eternal life, and is given the condition...sell your possessions and give. He goes away sorrowing as Jesus hits on the one thing he doesn’t want to do – giving away all he possessed would mean giving up his right to himself...it is one thing to desire, another to pursue...Jesus loved him, but He doesn’t chase him and compromise the condition for having treasure in heaven... ‘The earth and all that is in it is passing away’ He is saying, ‘all this is temporary, don’t hold on to it; it is perishing, take hold of that which is eternal; work towards that.’ Today we would say you can’t take it with you.
There are conditions and promises to all this...the first condition is that we believe on the One whom God sent; if we do, the promise is eternal life; where there is a condition, there is a promise, and there are certain requirements for discipleship as we saw last time – if we have been sold ‘come to Jesus and stay as you are’ we have received another Gospel which is no gospel at all – God’s goal for us is transformation and maturity – He is preparing us for something -
Galatians 1: 6 – 7 NIV

‘6 I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one who called you to live in the grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel – 7 which is really no gospel at all. Evidently some people are throwing you into confusion and are trying to pervert the gospel of Christ.’
The fascinating, even spellbinding, teaching of some people in the Galatian churches had turned the believers away from the true gospel and Paul boldly asserts that the different gospel which is so attractive to them is really no gospel at all. It is a perversion of the gospel of Christ – being told that there is nothing more than coming to Jesus and getting your needs met is a perversion of the Gospel – the Gospel offers a man life; new life; regeneration; not joy, not peace, nor rest nor safety, but  a new life and that life is eternal. 
This thing has eternity in mind. 
This world is not a playground; it is a training ground and a battle ground. 
Being a disciple does not mean just following in the general direction that Jesus is going – there is a specific transfer of rights, government and control  – we must understand this, because the Kingdom of God is where God’s will – His pleasure and His purpose - is done on earth as it is in heaven, through His redeemed. 
In this transfer of rights there is only one obstacle; we must accept that we no longer belong to ourselves. Before the Lord can begin building our lives after the pattern of Jesus, old things must go...this is not a mental assent - agreeing that smoking is hazardous to health means nothing until we actually give up...the decision is followed by purposeful action and it will require consistent, intentional choices to stay with the programme; kick the habit; exchange our old fallen thinking for the new...
It is one thing to desire and another to pursue...

It will require consistent effort; everything we do has an eternal consequence; no one becomes a saint in his sleep; application is our responsibility; to choose and keep on choosing...believe and keep on believing.
To become a disciple means we make the moral decision to move from rebellion against God, to communion and agreement with Him and kick the habit of self-government; we consciously make war on ourselves...there are no longer two lives to be lived, but one; a long obedience in the same direction and we are in this for the long haul, not the short sprint...
If you are still with me, the question before us is what can hinder growth and subsequent fruit production?
When discipline and desire get married they produce delight...there has first to be a willing mind...if you do not have one of those, start asking for one...if you are still wavering about who is in control, this is decision time -
1 Chronicles 28:9 NASB
9 “As for you, my son Solomon, know the God of your father, and serve Him with a whole heart and a willing mind; for the Lord searches all hearts, and understands every intent of the thoughts. If you seek Him, He will let you find Him; but if you forsake Him, He will reject you forever. 10 Consider now, for the Lord has chosen you to build a house for the sanctuary; be courageous and act.”
David is near to death; he had served his generation to the full according to the will of God; now the time draws near that he must die, and the nearer he comes to the end, the more busy he is; he works with all his might. He wastes no time instructing his son and giving him an example to follow. ‘God is with us while we are with Him’, he says, as he commands Solomon to serve God with a willing mind; to seek Him constantly; be courageous and act...do the thing – to follow hard after...pursue. 
There is no limit to what God wants to give; He is only ever limited by our desire to receive...the only restriction is that which we place on Him...poses the question – how much of Him do you want?  Are you planning to remain a shoreline Christian, never getting your feet wet and never knowing the depths of Jesus Christ? 
Up front and personal...how much of Him do you want?
We are shortly going to be looking at God’s goal for us – union – union with Him; union with our Bridegroom; a Bride fit to reign and rule with Him...do you want to go into eternity with a pea sized soul or do you want to be a Bride fit for the King of Kings? 
You choose.

Measure or fullness, you get to choose – don’t complain about the reward...you made the choices. 

Time is the only currency you have – how do you spend yours? 
Is your passion for football killing your passion for Jesus?

Do you live your life with eternity in mind?

No-one drifts to the top of a mountain...you don’t become a saint in your sleep...
We have reached a place where we know we can’t stay here; we don’t want to go back there because we know that is certain death, and like Martin Luther we are ‘sitting on the roof somewhere between earth and heaven’ knowing the only shot at life we’ve got is somewhere out there, and we’ve got to go after it even if it kills us, which it probably will.  The stakes are high –
Isaiah 5: 1 – 2 NASB
 ‘1Let me sing now for my well-beloved
A song of my beloved concerning His vineyard.
My well-beloved had a vineyard on a fertile hill.
2 He dug it all around, removed its stones,
And planted it with the choicest vine.
And He built a tower in the middle of it
And also hewed out a wine vat in it;
Then He expected it to produce good grapes,
But it produced only worthless ones.’
Human nature and the human condition have not changed. God had an expectation of His vineyard that it would produce good grapes according to what He had planted...but it did not produce. The vineyard in this case was the nation of Israel. 
No farmer plants seeds without the anticipation of a harvest. God is agricultural. He anticipates we will produce a harvest from the Divine seed that has been placed within us – the seed is of excellent quality, so any problems with production is not the fault of the seed but the soil into which is has fallen...The seed will obey the irreversible law of reproducing after its kind; it is designed to bring forth a crop. No matter how we resist the process, the new nature will win in the end like a seed cracking open a paving stone to get through, it is bound to reach fruition eventually – the journey can be as easy or as difficult as we choose to make it...but the size of the yield will depend upon our co-operation with God’s process – 30, 60, 100 fold – when discipline and desire get married they produce delight. 
Where the seed is willingly accepted, we will see the nature of Jesus come forth in fullness. Israel before us, by constant carnality, backsliding and stubbornness ruined the crop – she had to learn that being God’s chosen people was not enough to ensure ongoing blessing and prosperity – she had her part to play... 

Matthew 13: 1 – 9 NIV
The parable of the sower:

1‘That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the lake. 2 Such large crowds gathered round him that he got into a boat and sat in it, while all the people stood on the shore. 3 Then he told them many things in parables, saying: ‘A farmer went out to sow his seed. 4 As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up. 5 Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. 6 But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no root.7 Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants. 8 Still other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop – a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown. 9 Whoever has ears, let them hear.’
Jesus never spoke an idle word; idle words are those that do not result in positive action...so He says whoever has ears, let him hear what I am saying now...and let it stir him to action because of what he sees of himself. When Jesus said to His followers –
Mark 12:29 KJV
‘...Hear, O Israel’
He was saying – ‘Ya’all listen up! Israel! Hear with a view to obedience...’ stay loyal to Me; don’t wander away like an unfaithful wife...
Loyalty means knowing how to endure by being faithful to God at the point of pressure when the going gets tough as it will. It is the ability to walk out our commitment; He asks from us in a time of peace, what He extracts from us in a time of war...we commit in peace and war breaks out. 
At the crunch point, loyalty moves us to God, not away from Him towards self-preservation; loyalty is a character trait. God had this complaint against Israel - their loyalty to Him was like the morning mist...they professed that they loved Him...their mouths spoke words of love and commitment but their hearts were far from Him... ‘These people honour me with their lips but their hearts are far from Me...’ Matthew 15:8
Hosea 6:4 The Message
4-7 “What am I to do with you, Ephraim?
What do I make of you, Judah?
Your declarations of love last no longer
than morning mist and predawn dew.
That’s why I use prophets to shake you to attention,
why my words cut you to the quick:
To wake you up to my judgment
blazing like light.
I’m after love that lasts, not more religion.
I want you to know God, not go to more prayer meetings.
You broke the covenant—just like Adam!
You broke faith with me—ungrateful wretches!’
Today He is speaking to His Bride, ‘Hear Me, My beloved, with a view to obedience – love Me with your whole heart; commit yourself to Me as I am committed to you; serve Me with a willing mind; and be faithful to Me, be loyal to Me, your Bridegroom’ for – 
Revelation 22:12 NASB
“I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give to every one according to his work.”  
This not carrot and stick - inducement or threat; there are spiritual laws in operation here; the law of sowing and reaping – you reap only what you sow; can’t sow potatoes and reap rhubarb; give and it will be given; you do not give in order to get, but in the giving you receive...it is a spiritual law. What you put in you will get out – with interest - 
Galatians 6: 7 – 8 NKJV
‘7 Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will also reap.8 For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but he who sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life.’ 
Here it is again; sowing to the Spirit means we reap everlasting life, sowing to our lower nature produces death. The parable of the sower teaches us about our responsibility; God’s process; and yield.
Four types of soil are revealed, the first is the unbeliever, the subsequent soils are those of the hearts who hear and what they do with what they hear...In each case the seed is received, new birth is there, but in the first two examples it does not produce its full harvest because the condition of the soil is not good enough. 
The good news is it is always possible to improve the quality of our soil...remember Jesus is talking about the heart when He speaks of the soil -
Our first heart is the shallow believer who wants the Christian life to cost him nothing – he likes the idea of all the benefits, but does not want to follow through; he seeks ease and blessing and desires to glide through with the minimum of effort. With the thorny ground there are other seeds and plants competing against the Divine seed – such a believer may want to go the way the Lord is indicating, but other things exert more influence and eventually he is pulled back into the world’s comforts, and his little plant suffers as a result, bringing forth far short of the possible harvest it remains stunted and largely unfruitful. The good soil is the heart where the conditions are right at the beginning and the heart is kept in the right place before God by an act of the will; the result is the full yield. 

Like our little seed, we cannot rush the growth process, nor escape life – there’s no cut across the park where God is concerned; we must run the race, His way – no short-cuts; we must sit still under the circumstances He allows; we must learn to both persevere and endure...every decade of our lives has its own particular purpose. Our task is to nurture the good seed and maximise our fruit production.
As our tree comes of full age, to the natural eye it may look gnarled and twisted, but God looks on the heart, and even in maturity, because it has withstood the pressures of life and put its roots down deep, it produces an abundant crop of sweet, mellow, fruit; it is deeply rooted and not easily moved: 

Psalm 92: 12 – 15 NKJV

‘The righteous shall flourish like a palm tree,
He shall grow like a cedar in Lebanon.
13 Those who are planted in the house of the Lord
Shall flourish in the courts of our God.
14 They shall still bear fruit in old age;
They shall be fresh and flourishing,
15 To declare that the Lord is upright;
He is my rock, and there is no unrighteousness in Him.’
Fruit, fruit, and more fruit.

It is imperative that our seed gets the right nourishment in order that it may thrive or when the Vinedresser comes lifting the leaves and looking for fruit, there will be none, only an abundance of leaves...
So it comes back to the question, how much of Him do you want?  How much are you prepared to pay? How much do you want the mind of Christ? What do you want to take with you into eternity – wood, hay, stubble? Gold, silver, precious stones?
Philippians 2:5 – 7 KJV

‘5 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: 6 Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God:7 But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men:’
After aligning our will with His, comes relinquishment of our rights. If we really want to bear kingdom fruit we will give up ownership of our lives and our right to ourselves -
· our plans

· our desire to get even 

· to be treated with respect 

· to security and safety 

· to control 
· to hold unforgiveness 

· to justice 

· to be understood 

· to feature 

· to be recognised 

· to be self-absorbed 

· to serve Him only when it suits...

In no particular order; and circumstances must never change our commitment.

These are the things Jesus talked about in His Sermon on the Mount; this is the Kingdom mandate; the pattern for life in the Spirit; as we abandon ourselves to Him and learn to live under new government, the government of God, because He is most glorified when we are most satisfied in Him. He progressively unfolds how blessed, happy, to be envied, we are if we recognise we are nothing; have nothing and do not seek after anything but Him, His Kingdom and His righteousness...we are most blessed when we are most hungry for God and the things of the Kingdom...
Matthew 5: 1 - 18 Amplified

‘1Seeing the crowds, He went up on the mountain; and when He was seated, His disciples came to Him.2 Then He opened His mouth and taught them, saying:
3 Blessed (happy, to be envied, and spiritually prosperous—with life-joy and satisfaction in God’s favour and salvation, regardless of their outward conditions) are the poor in spirit (the humble, who rate themselves insignificant), for theirs is the kingdom of heaven!
4 Blessed and enviably happy [with a happiness produced by the experience of God’s favour and especially conditioned by the revelation of His matchless grace] are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted!
5 Blessed (happy, blithesome, joyous, spiritually prosperous—with life-joy and satisfaction in God’s favor and salvation, regardless of their outward conditions) are the meek (the mild, patient, long-suffering), for they shall inherit the earth!
6 Blessed and fortunate and happy and spiritually prosperous (in that state in which the born-again child of God enjoys His favour and salvation) are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness (uprightness and right standing with God), for they shall be completely satisfied!
7 Blessed (happy, to be envied, and spiritually prosperous—with life-joy and satisfaction in God’s favour and salvation, regardless of their outward conditions) are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy!
8 Blessed (happy, enviably fortunate, and spiritually prosperous—possessing the happiness produced by the experience of God’s favour and especially conditioned by the revelation of His grace, regardless of their outward conditions) are the pure in heart, for they shall see God!
9 Blessed (enjoying enviable happiness, spiritually prosperous—with life-joy and satisfaction in God’s favour and salvation, regardless of their outward conditions) are the makers and maintainers of peace, for they shall be called the sons of God!
10 Blessed and happy and enviably fortunate and spiritually prosperous (in the state in which the born-again child of God enjoys and finds satisfaction in God’s favour and salvation, regardless of his outward conditions) are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake (for being and doing right), for theirs is the kingdom of heaven!
11 Blessed (happy, to be envied, and spiritually prosperous—with life-joy and satisfaction in God’s favour and salvation, regardless of your outward conditions) are you when people revile you and persecute you and say all kinds of evil things against you falsely on My account.
12 Be glad and supremely joyful, for your reward in heaven is great (strong and intense), for in this same way people persecuted the prophets who were before you.
13 You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste (its strength, its quality), how can its saltiness be restored? It is not good for anything any longer but to be thrown out and trodden underfoot by men.
14 You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden.
15 Nor do men light a lamp and put it under a peck measure, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house.
16 Let your light so shine before men that they may see your moral excellence and your praiseworthy, noble, and good deeds and recognize and honour and praise and glorify your Father Who is in heaven.
17 Do not think that I have come to do away with or undo the Law or the Prophets; I have come not to do away with or undo but to complete and fulfil them.
18 For truly I tell you, until the sky and earth pass away and perish, not one smallest letter nor one little hook [identifying certain Hebrew letters] will pass from the Law until all things [it foreshadows] are accomplished.’
The Kingdom is a reality now and a promise for the future; it is a life to be lived and a future to be anticipated; it is the blessing of today and the hope of tomorrow. The Kingdom is not dying and going to heaven, it is ‘Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven’ and we are the people whom God has chosen to bring heaven to earth. 
The upside down kingdom is right way up...everything Jesus speaks of goes against our old nature – we cannot live this without significant help from the Holy Spirit: 
 ‘If I hold on to choices of any kind, just because they are my choice, then I know nothing of Calvary love. If I am soft to myself and slide comfortably into self-pity and self-sympathy; If I do not by the grace of God practice fortitude, then I know nothing of Calvary love.
If I myself dominate myself, if my thoughts revolve round myself, if I am so occupied with myself I rarely have “a heart at leisure from itself,” then I know nothing of Calvary love.
If, the moment I am conscious of the shadow of self crossing my threshold, I do not shut the door, and keep that door shut, then I know nothing of Calvary love. If I cannot in honest happiness take the second place (or the twentieth); if I cannot take the first without making a fuss about my unworthiness, then I know nothing of Calvary love.
If I take offense easily, if I am content to continue in a cool unfriendliness, though friendship be possible, then I know nothing of Calvary love...’2
The journey of a 1,000 miles starts with the first step.

2 Peter 1: 3 – 11 NASB

‘3His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence. 4 For by these He has granted to us His precious and magnificent promises, so that by them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust. 5 Now for this very reason also, applying all diligence, in your faith supply moral excellence, and in your moral excellence, knowledge, 6 and in your knowledge, self-control, and in your self-control, perseverance, and in your perseverance, godliness, 7 and in your godliness, brotherly kindness, and in your brotherly kindness, love. 8 For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they render you neither useless nor unfruitful in the true knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 For he who lacks these qualities is blind or short-sighted, having forgotten his purification from his former sins. 10 Therefore, brethren, be all the more diligent to make certain about His calling and choosing you; for as long as you practice these things, you will never stumble; 11 for in this way the entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ will be abundantly supplied to you.’
Advantage Mr Christian!
All we need for all we want, forever...

So, which seed is producing the greatest harvest in you right now; the corruptible seed which you received from your parents or the incorruptible seed which you received from your heavenly Father?

What protective outer shell are you holding on to which is preventing the death which precedes life and growth? What are you rationalising in order to hold on to unforgiveness towards anyone? What grudge are you holding? To whom will you not extend forgiveness because they offend you or have offended you? 
God has stepped out from behind His curtain, how about you? 

Just stop there and ask the Holy Spirit...
Think deeply about it, meditate on it.
‘If there first be a willing mind’...

Beloved of God, you are going to have to be willing for the exchange to take effect, to really take effect; you will need to take sides against yourself, war against yourself to reclaim that territory as though your life depended upon it – because it does; cry out to God to convict you of this message; bow before Him...Majesty sublime; if you do not desire Him, cry out to desire Him; for this is how He sees you - 
Only and ever perfected in His Son.

Only and ever triumphant in Him.

Only and ever NEW...old things have passed away...

He never speaks to the old He’s so enchanted with the new...

He only ever speaks to what He sees, and what He sees is good, it’s very good...because you are in His Son, so everything is ‘Yes’ and ‘Amen’ in Christ Jesus.

He only ever speaks prophetically about you from where He stands...

He sees you as you can be, brought to your fullest potential...

100% human...

100% alive ‘in Christ’...

100% fruitful...

What a beautiful thought.

Everything is ‘Yes’ and ‘Amen’ in Him.

Everything is yours – it is free but it isn’t cheap.

He wants you living in the truth, and the truth is - ‘in Christ’ you have all the resources of heaven at your disposal...you are a partaker of the Divine nature...You are God’s treasure; a holy nation; His people; the people of His power; the people of His passion; the people of His heart; the people of His affection.  You are more glorious than you know; stronger than you look; more brilliant than you can ever imagine – this is your identity; this is who you are. You are in Christ; you are astonishing; at the very least you are wonderful; His marvellous darling...and He is an incredible King with whom you are destined to reign and rule eternally...yours is no ordinary life...
Can anything compare with this? 

Would you really want to settle for less than absolute surrender to His will and purposes for your life? 
Let’s pray –
‘Lord of my life rise to Your proper place of honour; rise above my ambitions; above my likes and dislikes; above my family; my health; my life. Let me decrease that You may increase; let me sink that You may rise; let there be a harvest of righteousness growing in my life when you come looking for fruit. I relinquish my right to myself; I give you the entire devotion of my heart; root out from me all that would hinder Your life being made manifest in and through me.  In Jesus name and for His sake, for He deserves nothing less. Amen.’
Beryl

1The Velveteen Rabbit, Margery Williams a children's novel which tells the story of a stuffed rabbit and his quest to become real through the love of his owner.
2 ‘If’ extract from a poem by Amy Carmichael
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Thank you.
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