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‘As grows a tree’

Session 5

‘It’s illegal, it’s immoral or it makes you fat’
‘It really doesn’t matter what you’re aiming at, it’s illegal, it’s immoral or it makes you fat...’
The body wanders in appetites; the soul wanders in affections...

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JuDo2DrLPYA&autoplay=1 follow link

Galatians 5:13 – 24 NASB  

 ‘13 For you were called to freedom, brethren; only do not turn your freedom into an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another. 14 For the whole Law is fulfilled in one word, in the statement, “You shall love your neighbour as yourself.” 15 But if you bite and devour one another, take care that you are not consumed by one another.
16 But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh. 17 For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for these are in opposition to one another, so that you may not do the things that you please. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the Law. 19 Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality, 20 idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, dissensions, factions, 21 envying, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these, of which I forewarn you, just as I have forewarned you, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. 24 Now those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 25 If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit. 26 Let us not become boastful, challenging one another, envying one another.’

Or in the Message:

13-15 It is absolutely clear that God has called you to a free life. Just make sure that you don’t use this freedom as an excuse to do whatever you want to do and destroy your freedom. Rather, use your freedom to serve one another in love; that’s how freedom grows. For everything we know about God’s Word is summed up in a single sentence: Love others as you love yourself. That’s an act of true freedom. If you bite and ravage each other, watch out—in no time at all you will be annihilating each other, and where will your precious freedom be then?
16-18 My counsel is this: Live freely, animated and motivated by God’s Spirit. Then you won’t feed the compulsions of selfishness. For there is a root of sinful self-interest in us that is at odds with a free spirit, just as the free spirit is incompatible with selfishness. These two ways of life are antithetical, so that you cannot live at times one way and at times another way according to how you feel on any given day. Why don’t you choose to be led by the Spirit and so escape the erratic compulsions of a law-dominated existence?
19-21 It is obvious what kind of life develops out of trying to get your own way all the time: repetitive, loveless, cheap sex; a stinking accumulation of mental and emotional garbage; frenzied and joyless grabs for happiness; trinket gods; magic-show religion; paranoid loneliness; cutthroat competition; all-consuming-yet-never-satisfied wants; a brutal temper; an impotence to love or be loved; divided homes and divided lives; small-minded and lopsided pursuits; the vicious habit of depersonalizing everyone into a rival; uncontrolled and uncontrollable addictions; ugly parodies of community. I could go on.
This isn’t the first time I have warned you, you know. If you use your freedom this way, you will not inherit God’s kingdom.’

FREEDOM 
Properly relating to God is a progressive growth in freedom. We do not like restraint – by that I mean self-control and discipline - neither do we like the words humility and submission, but they are the way to true freedom...freedom from the effects of the Fall, and the tyranny of self and its demands -
Galatians 5:1 NIV
‘It is for freedom that Christ has set us free.’
‘It’s illegal, it’s immoral, or it makes you fat’ speaks to the human condition. The body wanders in appetites; the soul wanders in affections...it speaks of tax evasion (illegal), kissing a pretty girl when you have an ugly wife (immoral) and looking a treacle pudding in the eye (appetite) and the lyrics make us laugh...but underneath them is a very serious message – moral qualities never become ours until we put them into practice -
‘If you use your freedom this way, you will not inherit God’s kingdom.’
It is the Father’s desire to give us the Kingdom. He wants us free and restored to nobility – dignity, graciousness, goodness, honour and distinction. Man was created a noble being in the image and likeness of God for fellowship with God; he was created by God, for God. Adam’s sin brought the legacy of death and corruption into humanity; fallen man is not happy – like the prodigal son - he is an exile from the loving intentions of the Father, enjoying the pleasures of sin for a moment...
Sin satisfies the earthly, lower nature; when Adam and Eve stepped away from God, they passed into a world which was ruled by their uncontrolled physical, emotional, and spiritual appetites and desires; they experienced an unceasing craving with an ever increasing hunger for more; they now sought illegally the position, possessions and power which they once had; they were without restraint and they called it –

Freedom.
As a consequence, freedom is equated with law breaking, licence or excess; with lack of restraint or control; going our own way; with self-government; throwing over the traces; we always want to break the rules, or if not break them, just bend them a little – ask anyone who is in to tax avoidance, breaking the speed limit or eating or drinking too much – we do not like the ‘D’ word, discipline; but God’s word on freedom is given in the Ten Commandments and in the Sermon on the Mount Jesus rewrites the Law and tells us that He has not come to do away with it, but to enable us to fulfil it, from the inside out from a changed heart – He gives us a New Covenant and the power within to control ourselves in order that we may inherit the Kingdom -
‘You have heard it said, but I say to you’
We are regaining the Divine purpose. Freedom is defined by cessation of opposition towards God and the development of Godly character: we act justly; love mercy; and walk humbly with God. Humility and meekness are qualities which need to be developed within us as we come to know Him, love Him, honour Him, enjoy and admire Him exceedingly - that He may be glorified... 
‘The chief end of man is to glorify God and enjoy Him forever.1’
The Sermon on the Mount is Jesus’ main teaching on the role of the Holy Spirit in the new life He came to give us; we are to be holy as He is holy both in character and conduct; holiness is produced within us as we ‘work out our salvation with fear and trembling’ in co-operation with Him. 
Holiness is seen in a pure heart and corresponding conduct; it is about loving God with all our heart, soul mind and strength and others as a consequence of this; we are to become progressively relationally mature; it is about getting our fear in the right place - if we fear God we will not fear anyone or anything else. 
It takes time to get there from here; it’s called process; it is a journey of a thousand miles and it begins with the first step; placing our feet on the high road, the good way, the old path: 
Jeremiah 6:16 NASB

‘Thus says the Lord,
“Stand by the ways and see and ask for the ancient paths,
Where the good way is, and walk in it;
And you will find rest for your souls.’
We desperately need rest for our souls. The unsurrendered soul drives and compels us into unrighteousness and sin where it is open to the demonic; it searches for love and honour in the wrong places; it seeks to satisfy its physical appetites illegally and looks for security in money and possessions; it wants to be first, best and right; it is ambitious to have rule and control over others; it strives for acceptance by God in service and good works; unable to steward what it is given, it moves into ownership and control; it is ceaseless in its quest for recognition and an enemy of grace - for it is the Father’s good pleasure to give us the Kingdom.  

He cannot do through us what He has not been able to do in us; and He cannot give us what He cannot push through us...if we cannot be trusted with the things of the earth, we will not be trusted with the riches of heaven. We are broken beings on our way to being made whole; we are at war with ourselves and those around us. The body wanders in ungoverned appetites and the soul in illicit affections...
The inner battle which rages between the flesh and the Spirit is that of bringing the soul to the place where it will relinquish its control to God; cease chasing its own goals; bow the knee, and come into a place of trust and rest; but it is fearful that in that lower place, setting aside its own demands, it will be forgotten, its wants and needs will be left unsatisfied, so it battles continually, little realising that in that place of rest it will find in Jesus all it needs for all it wants...forever.
Conversion is the first step of the journey - any part of our soul that is not under the benevolent dictatorship of the Holy Spirit, is a playground for the enemy. God’s goal is that step by step, it is brought under the control of the Spirit; like a wilful child it must be trained to submit to the Divine will, for only there it will find fullness and wellbeing; rest, joy and the fulfilment, recognition and honour it so desperately seeks – it will be at peace with God, itself and others. 

We need to return to the old ways. The ancient path is the good way – it is the way of humility and obedience, peace and rest -
Matthew 11: 28 – 29 NASB
28 “Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. ”
Walking the path of the Spirit, the higher path, brings rest for our souls; the pursuit for self-fulfilment will be over and we will live in the peace that passes understanding characterised by humility and meekness before God and man. The driving need to be first, best and right will go; pride, competition, jealousy, anger and ambition disappear...as we humbly enter into His -
Rest...
This is resurrection ground where life becomes simple, trustful obedience to the will of God; it is a place of enduring peace and abundance and it is achieved by submission – first to God in compliance to the Divine will, and to then others -
1 Peter 5:5 – 6 NKJV

‘5 Likewise you younger people, submit yourselves to your elders. Yes, all of you be submissive to one another, and be clothed with humility, for “God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble.”6 Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time’  
Let us not be found to be resisting God; let us humble ourselves constantly as obedient children and focus on becoming what Jesus told us to be –
Holy
To be holy is to be totally ‘other than’ the way we are as unregenerate people. Jesus benediction to ‘Be holy as I am holy’ was unattainable to His hearers; He tells them, ‘Live like this’ and asks them to love their enemies; bless those who curse them; pray for those who abuse them; go the extra mile; take the lowest place and give freely, expecting no return...they could not do it; the Sermon on the Mount is -
The Kingdom mandate for a Spirit filled life.
The Kingdom has come in our lives; the King is here in the midst of us in the Person of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit did not come simply to enable us to speak in a different language - tongues are a sign, a by-product of His presence.  He has come to form Christ in us; to move in His gifts through us; to conform us to His image and bear fruit through us and in this process we do not have Him, He has us – we need to get this thing the right way up... 
The Holy Spirit is co-equal and co-eternal with the Father and the Son; He is the Executive Member of the Godhead who gets things done in the earth...

He is God. 
He is the Spirit of Jesus...
And we honour Him as we honour both the Father and the Son.
It is our great privilege and honour to get to know Him as our Friend and come alongside Teacher and Guide; He is our wisdom, He is our righteousness; He is kind, strong, gentle and forbearing; He makes us laugh and cry at the same time;  He has an uproarious sense of humour; He melts our stubborn hearts as He kisses us with His persistent, non-negotiable love; He refuses to let us continue to wallow in our selfishness; He never lets us go; He does not push, but patiently waits for us to align ourselves with Him; He is God’s greatest gift to us after salvation and the seal guaranteeing our redemption; our relationship with Him is to be nurtured and protected above all else in order that we do not quench Him, grieve Him or cause Him to withdraw.

David’s prayer of contrition and plea that God’s Holy Spirit would not be removed from him illustrates this well; then, he says, he can teach others how to walk before God with a clean heart...
Psalm 51: 10 – 13 NASB 
11 Do not cast me away from Your presence
And do not take Your Holy Spirit from me.
12 Restore to me the joy of Your salvation
And sustain me with a willing spirit.
13 Then I will teach transgressors Your ways,
And sinners will be converted to You.’

We can grieve Him –

Ephesians 4: 25 – 32 NKJV

Do not grieve the Spirit
‘25 Therefore, putting away lying, “Let each one of you speak truth with his neighbour,” for we are members of one another. 26 “Be angry, and do not sin”: do not let the sun go down on your wrath, 27 nor give place to the devil. 28 Let him who stole steal no longer, but rather let him labour, working with his hands what is good, that he may have something to give him who has need. 29 Let no corrupt word proceed out of your mouth, but what is good for necessary edification, that it may impart grace to the hearers. 30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 31 Let all bitterness, wrath, anger, clamour, and evil speaking be put away from you, with all malice. 32 And be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving one another, even as God in Christ forgave you.’
He will never leave us, but He may withdraw to the point where we no longer hear His voice and know His conscious Presence – He will not join us in our darkness...
We can quench Him - 

1 Thessalonians 5: 19 – 22 AMP
Do not quench the Spirit -
‘19 Do not quench (suppress or subdue) the [Holy] Spirit;20 Do not spurn the gifts and utterances of the prophets [do not depreciate prophetic revelations nor despise inspired instruction or exhortation or warning]. 21 But test and prove all things [until you can recognize] what is good; [to that] hold fast.22 Abstain from evil [shrink from it and keep aloof from it] in whatever form or whatever kind it may be.
23 And may the God of peace Himself sanctify you through and through [separate you from profane things, make you pure and wholly consecrated to God]; and may your spirit and soul and body be preserved sound and complete [and found] blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ (the Messiah).’
The Holy Spirit is a sign of our betrothal, our engagement ring, a gift from our Bridegroom to keep us in remembrance of Him; every time we move in the gifts we think of our Bridegroom and joyfully anticipate His coming -
Ephesians 1: 13 – 14 NASB
‘...you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise, 14 who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God’s own possession, to the praise of His glory.’
One of the things the Holy Spirit will continually teach us, is to upgrade our image of God so that we increasingly magnify Him – to magnify does not mean make Him big, but that we see Him bigger than we presently do; our worship, honour, respect and fear of God rises or falls depending upon how we see Him. 
With every upgrade we see God more nearly as He is and as we do, we magnify Him, adore Him, fear Him and love Him exceedingly...we obey Him and trust Him implicitly; we adore Him as He adores us, for He is altogether lovely.  
Job had some good advice for us on this -
Job 22:21 NKJV
21 “Now acquaint yourself with Him, and be at peace; thereby good will come to you.”
‘Acquaint yourself with Him...’ Get to know Him; we are going to spend eternity together; perhaps it is time we really got acquainted...
Activity is a cloak for apathy and indifference, it looks good on the outside...Jesus commended the church at Ephesus for their works, but He called them to account; He challenged them and told them to repent – change their hearts towards Him - because they had forsaken Him; if they do not He tells them, there will be consequences. 

Commendation, challenge, consequences.
Ephesus had heart trouble; they had walked away, left Him. ‘I just don’t love Him any more’. Honeymoon love had eroded into routine married life; she still washed his socks but she no longer loved him...the thrilling flush of the new conversion experience had slid into boredom which turned into religious activity – a form of godliness which denied the power of the love relationship - 
Revelation 2: 1 – 3 NKJV

Ephesus - The Loveless Church
“To the angel of the church of Ephesus write, 

‘These things says He who holds the seven stars in His right hand, who walks in the midst of the seven golden lampstands: 2 “I know your works, your labour, your patience, and that you cannot bear those who are evil. And you have tested those who say they are apostles and are not, and have found them liars; 3 and you have persevered and have patience, and have laboured for My name’s sake and have not become weary.4 Nevertheless I have this against you, that you have left your first love. 5 Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent and do the first works, or else I will come to you quickly and remove your lampstand from its place—unless you repent. ‘
This is probably the most solemn charge and the most serious words which can be spoken to a church or an individual – removal of their lampstand – the result of wandering affections is removal of that which is most precious – 
‘Unless you change your heart and turn back to Me, making Me your absolute priority, I will remove your revelatory and prophetic understanding and insight.’

Without an ongoing, ever increasing revelation of His Majesty, any church will die. Jesus’ words underline the importance of what He had already said without Him we can do absolutely nothing – we cannot walk away across the park and bear fruit at the same time – we sever ourselves from the Vine -
John 15:5 NKJV

“I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing.”
As we step away from Him and become more and more engaged with our own projects, we are dependent upon our own initiatives and lower wisdom – like the world, we do it our way; this is what had happened to the church at Ephesus - from having Jesus as their first Love, they had descended into activity and now, what they were doing was more important to them than Him; though they were commended for their fortitude and spiritual discernment, His challenge to them was He was no longer first; they loved what they were doing more than Him, and for this reason they would lose their revelatory insight and prophetic understanding if they did not swiftly return.

Do not think it cannot happen to you, because it can...He is not principally concerned with our activity or knowledge of Him, but with our devotion to Him - for it is out of that flow activity and fruitfulness.
Declension, decline, start one step at a time...we step away; neglect our time with Him; we are no longer eager to be with Him as we were at first; if we are challenged we say we are ‘always with Him’ but the truth is, He is no longer our all consuming passion and desire; our heart has wandered away; other interests take first place.  The warnings to the churches in the book of Revelation are there for us – it is the human condition, and we must guard against it – like Cain, sin crouches at the door and desires to have us, but we must master it -
‘Prone to wander Lord, I feel it,

Prone to leave the God I love,

Take my heart, O take and seal it

Seal it from Thy courts above.’

R.Robinson
We have wandering hearts...it is only in the place of worship and intimacy that we receive revelation. 

Jesus came to restore the broken relationship between God and man; He came to turn us back into worshippers, not wanderers and to bring us back into sweet fellowship with the Father.  God desires the pleasure of our company which is why He created us in the first place; Jesus dealt with the sin which separated us from the Father, and restored us to the Divine paradigm; to fellowship and abundant life.

And abundant life is not about achievement of our goals of status and recognition; money or position; husband, wife, children and family; that is the life of the lower nature, the earthly life. Abundance is spiritual, it is a fully focussed heart surrendered to the Divine will; it is a wide place; a place of absolute peace with God, ourselves and our fellow man where the Kingdom is manifest in us and the love of God flows through us – it is rest for our souls and it is our inheritance -
It is the Father’s good pleasure to give us the Kingdom.
The Sermon on the Mount is a call to a different way of living, a different way of loving; it is the Kingdom mandate lived from the bosom of the One who loves us best and knows us best, Who through our godly choices, empowers us to do what He asks; it is a life of resurrection power the other side of the cross, as we die to ourselves and our soul’s demands and abide in Him. If we relinquish our will and live our lives in this way we step into Paradise this side of heaven –
‘Not my will, O God, but Thine’ 
At peace and in harmony with those around us; with love our motivation for everything, we are relationally mature; no longer children; our delight will be in Him, not what He can give us, as we grow up in all things in Christ – no longer living from the lower nature, grasping at that which is not ours to possess, we live a holy life, a separated life, a life set apart to Him where He is our all in all – life’s summum bonum – and we say with the maiden in the Song of Songs – 
‘I am my Beloved’s and His desire is towards me.’
Utterly abandoned; completely satisfied; abundantly fruitful...Isn’t that what you want?
No tree can produce fruit except from the root from which it sprang; it can only live the life that was in the seed that gave it being; in our lower nature we are weak, foolish and deceitful people. If the fruit we exhibit comes from here it will be bad; we are beings at war with ourselves and each other; in bitterness and unforgiveness; envy and strife; competition and pride; seeking the honour of man rather than the praise of God; position, possession, power; needing to be first, best and right  -
Matthew 7: 16 – 20 NIV 

‘16 By their fruit you will recognise them. Do people pick grapes from thorn-bushes, or figs from thistles? 17 Likewise, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. 18 A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit. 19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 Thus, by their fruit you will recognise them.’

When the serpent spoke his words of temptation into the ear of Eve they carried with them the poison of his own nature, envy, rebellion and pride...As she listened and yielded to the desire which they evoked the poison entered her...her soul, her bloodstream, her life. Adam, by his participation in her deception, became the carrier of the sin-sickness that is killing the world. The principal symptoms of that sickness are –

Envy, rebellion and pride.
Adam and Eve, no longer dependent upon God were now dependent upon their own wisdom; as a result fallen man is clever, but he is not wise; he can have a head full of knowledge; but true wisdom comes from above, from a heart where the King dwells –
James 3: 13 – 18 NIV
Two kinds of wisdom
‘13 Who is wise and understanding among you? Let them show it by their good life, by deeds done in the humility that comes from wisdom. 14 But if you harbour bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast about it or deny the truth. 15 Such ‘wisdom’ does not come down from heaven but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic. 16 For where you have envy and selfish ambition, there you find disorder and every evil practice.
17 But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere. 18 Peacemakers who sow in peace reap a harvest of righteousness.’
Our battle is to regain our inner territory and bring it under the subjection to the King.  The character we develop now we will take into eternity, time is the currency our lives are running on; we must not waste time, pass time, or spend time on that which is perishing, but redeem the time for the days are evil – 

Ephesians 5:16 NKJV

‘...redeeming the time, because the days are evil.’
Colossians 4:5 NKJV
‘Walk in wisdom toward those who are outside, redeeming the time.’
Disobedience and failure are our inheritance from the Fall. All wretchedness, all war and bloodshed among the nations, all suffering and selfishness, all ambition, jealousy and broken hearts can be traced back to this – envy, pride and rebellion which prompted it. It is pride that destroys us; rebellion that will not submit to the government of God; envy which kills and covets; it has its root in a spiritual power –
Isaiah 14: 13 – 14 NASB
“13 “...you said in your heart,
‘I will ascend to heaven;
I will raise my throne above the stars of God,
And I will sit on the mount of assembly
In the recesses of the north.
14 ‘I will ascend above the heights of the clouds;
I will make myself like the Most High.’”

Lucifer, the shining one, ranked highest in the angelic host; the Guardian Cherub given charge over the very Throne Room of God – rebels, just one step at a time.  Men and angels were created with free will; Lucifer, exercises his freedom to step away from God – the declension has begun; from being the guardian cherub, perfect in beauty, he becomes the author of all that is corrupt and wicked -
Ezekiel 28: 12 – 15 NASB

“You had the seal of perfection,
Full of wisdom and perfect in beauty.
13 “You were in Eden, the garden of God;
Every precious stone was your covering:
The ruby, the topaz and the diamond;
The beryl, the onyx and the jasper;
The lapis lazuli, the turquoise and the emerald;
And the gold, the workmanship of your settings and sockets,
Was in you.
On the day that you were created
They were prepared.
14 “You were the anointed cherub who covers,
And I placed you there.
You were on the holy mountain of God;
You walked in the midst of the stones of fire.
15 “You were blameless in your ways
From the day you were created
Until unrighteousness was found in you.’
This then is our earthly inheritance, as a result our body wanders in appetites; our soul wanders in affections...but - 

1 Peter 2: 9 NKJV
9 But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvellous light’
We are a holy nation, a royal priesthood, a people belonging to God...we are a nation filled with the very Spirit and nature of God Himself; we have a choice which kingdom we inhabit; which we master we will serve; we do not receive our information from earth, but from heaven; we have a different culture and a different King – it is high time we put on - 

The Harness of the Lord 2
‘Being born into the family of God, feeding in the green pastures and drinking of the many streams of the unfolding revelation of His purposes is fine and wonderful. But it is not enough. While we were children, young and disciplined and limited only by the outer fence of the law that ran around the limits of the pastures that kept us from getting into the dark pastures of poisonous weeds, He was content to watch us develop and grow into young manhood, spiritually speaking. But the time came to those who fed in His pastures and drank at His streams, when they were to be brought into the discipline of child training for the purpose of making them mature sons.
There is an operation of the Spirit today to bring the sons of God into absolute confinement to the perfect will of God. This is the day of His preparation, the day in which He is preparing the channel through which He will pour forth His glory for all the world to see. This channel is His body in the earth, that glorious company of people who are being conformed, through much tribulation and fiery tests, to the image of the Son of God. These are those who shall ‘be strong and do exploits’ in the end times.

But before God can commit this great and tremendous ministry into their hands, they must submit themselves to the discipline of the Lord, letting Him truly be the Lord of their entire lives. We have long since dealt with the question of open sin, but now God is dealing with the inward rebellion of our own wills. Some good Christians are not now being so dealt with for they are not in this Firstfruits Company, but nevertheless there is a real dealing of God going on within those who are called into the high calling of God. This is a very real thing, and is the work of the refiner’s fire. To those who are going through it, some of its aspects are horrible, but very necessary, and the end result thereof is glorious, as we are brought into absolute and complete submission to the will of God as He becomes not only Saviour, but Lord of our lives.
It was in a minister’s conference and convention in Tulsa, Oklahoma, that God gave me a vision which I want to share with you concerning this harnessing of our own wills. There were more than thirty ministers present in this particular Thursday morning service and God was present to deal with His sons; to correct them and discipline them to absolute obedience to His will. There was such a stern dealing in the Spirit that no-one could go to the pulpit and minister, there was a reluctance among the ministers to say anything except that which was directly ordered by the Spirit. And as those men of God sat there in the awesome Presence of Almighty God, some of them having many years of ministry, some missionaries, all of them capable of getting up and preaching a powerful sermon, I was impressed by the way they responded to the discipline of the Spirit. And in the midst of this dealing of God, the Holy Spirit gave me a vision...

I saw the King’s carriage:

On a dirt road in the middle of a wide field stood a beautiful carriage, something of the order of a stagecoach, but all edged in gold and with beautiful carvings. It was pulled by six large chestnut horses, two in the lead, two in the middle and two in the rear. But they were not moving. They were not pulling the carriage and I wondered why. Then I saw the driver underneath the carriage, laying on the ground on his back, just behind the last two horses heels, working on something between the front wheels of the carriage. I thought ‘My, he’s in a dangerous place, if one of those horses kicks or steps back they could kill him. or if they decided to go forward, or got frightened somehow, they would pull the carriage right over him’. But he didn’t seem afraid, for he knew that those horses were disciplined and would not move until he told them to move. The horses were not stamping their feet nor acting restless, and though there were bells on their feet, the bells were not tinkling. There were pompons on their harnesses over their heads, but the pompons were not moving. They were simply standing still and quiet, waiting for the voice of the Master.

There were two young colts in the field:

As I watched the harnessed horses, I noticed two young colts coming out of the open field, and they approached the carriage and seemed to say to the horses: ‘Come and play with us, we have many fine games. We will race with you. Come, catch us.’  And with that the colts kicked up their heels, flicked their tails and raced across the field. But when they looked back and saw the horses were not following, they were puzzled. They knew nothing of harnesses, and could not understand why the horses did not want to play. So they called again t them ‘Why do you not race with us? Are you tired? Are you too weak? Do you not have strength to run? You are much too solemn. You need more joy in your life’. But the horses answered not a word, nor did they stamp their feet or toss their heads, but they stood, quiet and still, waiting for the voice of the Master.

Again the colts called to them: ‘Why do you stand so in the hot sun? Come over here in the shade of this nice tree. See how green the gross is – you must be hungry. Come and feed with us – it is so green and good. You look thirsty. Come drink of one of our many streams of cool, clear, water’. But the horses answered them with not so much as a glance, but stood still, waiting for the command to go forward with the King.

The colts in the Master’s corral:

And then the scene changed, and I saw lariat nooses fall around the necks of the two colts, and they were led off to the Master’s corral for training and discipline. How sad they were as the lovely green fields disappeared, and they were put into the confinement of the corral, with its brown dirt and high fence. The colts ran from fence to fence, seeking freedom, but found that they were confined to this place of training. And then the Trainer began to work n them with His whip and His bridle...

What a death for those who had been all their lives accustomed to such a freedom! They could not understand the reason for this torture, this terrible discipline. What great crime had they done to deserve this? Little did they know of the responsibility that was to be theirs when they had submitted to the discipline, learned to perfectly obey the Master, and finished their training. All they knew was that this process was the most horrible thing they had ever known. 

Submission and rebellion:
One of the colts rebelled under the training, and said ‘This is not for me. I like my freedom, my green hills, my flowing streams of fresh water. I will not take any more of this confinement, this terrible training’. So he found a way out, jumped the fence and ran happily back to the meadow.

I was astonished that the Master let him go and did not chase after him; on the contrary, He devoted His attention to the remaining colt. This colt, although he had the same opportunity to escape, decided to submit his own will, and learn the ways of the Master. And the training got harder than ever, but he was rapidly learning more and more how to obey the slightest wish of the Master, and to respond to the quietness of His voice. I saw that had there been no training, no testing, there would have been neither submission nor rebellion from either colt, for in the field they did not have the choice to rebel or submit they ran free; but when brought to the place of testing, training and discipline, the obedience of one and the rebellion that lay hidden in the heart of the other was made manifest...Although it seemed safer not to come to the place of discipline because of the risk of being found rebellious, I saw that without this there could be no sharing of His glory, no sonship.

Into the harness:

Finally the period of training was over. Was the obedient colt now rewarded with his freedom and taken back to the field? Oh no! A greater confinement than ever now took place as a harness was dropped about his shoulders. Now he found there was not even the freedom to run about the small corral, for in the harness he could only move where and when his Master spoke. And unless the Master spoke, he stood still. 

The scene changed, and I saw the other colt standing on the side of a hill, nibbling at some grass; then, across the fields, down the road came the King’s carriage, drawn by six horses. With amazement he saw that in the lead, on the right side, was his brother colt, now made strong and mature on the good corn of the Master’s stable. He saw the lovely pompons shaking in the wind, noticed the glittering gold-bordered harness about his brother, heard the beautiful tinkling of the bells on his feet...and envy came into his heart; thus he complained to himself. ‘Why has my brother been so honoured and I am neglected? They have not put bells on my feet, nor pompons on my head. The Master has not given me the wonderful responsibility of pulling His carriage nor put about me the golden harness. Why have they chosen my brother instead of me? And by the Spirit the answer came back to me as I watched ‘Because one submitted to the will and discipline of the Master and one rebelled. Thus one has been chosen and the other set aside.’

A famine in the land:

Then I saw a great drought sweep across the countryside, and the green grass became dead, dry, brown and brittle. The little streams of water dried up, stopped flowing, and there was only a small muddy puddle here and there. I saw the little colt – I was amazed that he never seemed to grow or mature – as he ran here and there, across the fields, looking for fresh streams and green pastures, but finding none. Still he ran, seemingly in circles, always looking for something to feed his famished spirit. But there was a famine in the land, and the rich green pastures and flowing streams of yesterday were not to be had.

One day the colt stood on the hillside, on weak and wobbly legs, wondering where to go next to find food, and how to get strength to go on. It seemed like there was no use for good food and flowing streams were a thing of the past, and all the efforts to find more only taxed his waning strength. Suddenly he saw the King’s carriage coming down the road, pulled by six great horses, and he saw his brother, fat and strong, muscles rippling, sleek and beautiful. His heart was amazed and perplexed and he cried out ‘My brother, where do you find the food to keep you strong and fat in these days of famine? I have run everywhere in my freedom, searching for food, and I find none. Where do you in your awful confinement find food in this time of famine? Tell me please, for I must know!’  The answer came back from a voice filled with victory and praise ‘In my Master’s House there is a secret place in the confining limitations of His stables where He feeds me by His own hand, and His granaries never run empty, and His well never runs dry.’ With this, the Lord made me to know that in the day when people are weak and famished in their spirits, in the time of spiritual famine, those who have lost their own wills and have come into the Secret Place of the Most High, into the confinement of His perfect will, shall have plenty of the corn of heaven and a never-ending flow of fresh streams of revelation by His Spirit. Thus the vision ended. 

Interpretation of the Vision:

‘Write the vision and make it plain upon tables, that he may run that readeth it’ Habakkuk 2:2. ‘Harness the horses; and get up, ye horsemen’ Jeremiah 46:4. I'm sure that many of you who can hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church, have already seen what God was showing in the vision. But let me make it plain. Being born into the family of God, feeding in the green pastures and drinking of the many streams of the unfolding revelation of His purposes is fine and wonderful. But it is not enough. While we were children, young and disciplined and limited only by the outer fence of the law that ran around the limits of the pastures that kept us from getting into the dark pastures of poisonous weeds, He was content to watch us develop and grow into young manhood, spiritually speaking. But the time came to those who fed in His pastures and drank at His streams, when they were to be brought into the discipline of child training for the purpose of making them mature sons.

Many of the children today cannot understand why some of those who have put on the harness of God cannot get excited by the many religious games and playful antics of the immature. They wonder why the disciplined ones run not after every new revelation or feed on every opportunity to engage in seemingly good and profitable religious activities. They wonder why some will not race with them in their frantic effort to build great works and great and notable ministries. They cannot understand the simple fact that this company of saints is waiting for the voice of the Master, and they do not hear God in all this outward activity.

This company will only move when God speaks, not before, though many temptations come from the playful colts. And the colts cannot understand why those who seemingly appear to have great abilities and strength are not putting it to good use. ‘Get the carriage on the road!’ they say, but the disciplined ones, those in God’s harness, know better than to move before they hear the Voice of the Master. They will move in His time, and then with great purpose, great responsibility.

And the Lord made me to know that there were many whom He had brought into training who had rebelled against the discipline, the chastening of the Father; and they could not be trusted with the great responsibility of mature sonship, so He let them go back to their freedom, back to their religious activities, revelations and gifts. They are still His people, still feeding in His pastures, but He has set them aside from His great purposes for the end of this age, so they revel in their freedom, feeling that they are the chosen ones, with the many streams of living water, not knowing that they have been set aside as unfit for this great work at this time.

He showed me that though the chastening seems grievous for the time and the discipline hard to endure, the result with all the glory of full sonship is worth it all and the glory to follow far exceeds the suffering of this present time. Though some lose even their lives in this training, yet they will share alike in the glory of His eternal purposes.

So faint not, saints of God, for it is the Lord that brings you into confinement, and not your enemy. It is for your good and for His glory, so endure all things with praises and thanksgiving for He has counted you worthy to share in His glory. Fear not the whip in His hand, for it is not to punish you but to correct and train you that you might come into submission to His will and be found in His likeness in that hour. Rejoice in your trials and tribulations and glory in the Cross and in the confining limitations of His harness for He has chosen you, and He has taken Himself the responsibility of keeping you strong and well fed. Lean on Him and trust not in your own understanding or ability, His hand is on you, His glory overshadows you and will flow forth from you; be sure you do not complain at that which He brings to pass in your life, let Him reign without rival in your heart.

To those who are brought into absolute submission and surrender to His will there is no law, they move in the grace and love of God, led by the Spirit as sons of God.”
It is time for us to abdicate the throne of our lives to Him in order that He may be enthroned as undisputed King; the hour is late; the Judge is standing at the door; we are behind the times of our own development; we must learn to run; will you take the first step? Will you give Him a blank cheque to do as He wishes with your life? 
Dear Lord, no frills, I surrender.
(Signed).......................................................................................(Date)....................................................

That settles it.
Beryl
1 Westminster Catechism
2"Not copyrighted. May be translated or reprinted, for the glory of God, without further permission." Bill Britton.
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