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‘As grows a tree’

Session 6

‘The Battle for the Soul’

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”
 ‘I lived for myself, I thought for myself,

For myself, and none beside –

Just as if Jesus had never lived,

As if He had never died.’
Author unknown
The Kingdom is taking shape before our eyes; we are beginning to see the extent of what happened when Adam fell and what it means to be ‘in Christ’, the second Adam, in whom all things are restored. 
We are discovering there is much more to our salvation than going to heaven when we die. We have a calling, a purpose, a destiny and a God-given identity; there is an inheritance to be gained or lost; eternal rewards to be had and a different nature and character to be developed within us. We are regaining our lost glory... 
We are beginning to come to a place of dominion over ourselves, taking ownership of the government assigned to us from the creation of the world and understanding our mandate...our restoration to wholeness has begun - 
We were once kings.

We are grasping the fact that God is intentional and purposeful towards us and we are rapidly coming to the place where we are declaring our intentionality back to Him – our first step was to come into agreement with His training programme...We have settled the issue of His goodness, His undivided love and His desire towards us; and the fact that we are His treasured possession; we are ready to go forward... 
It is at this stage we discover that regaining our inner territory and coming into our inheritance in the Kingdom is not automatic; we do not add hot water and stir; no-one drifts to the top of a mountain; we don’t become saints in our sleep; nothing is instant in the Kingdom; it is not a ‘quick fix’; and most importantly, there are no casual friends there - it takes consistent choices and time to bear the fruit He comes looking for; it grows from partnership with Him; He wants us to be His companion as He fulfils His dream for the earth; and He does not work to our agenda.

We are learning that life in the Kingdom is upside down; the way up is down; we are blessed – extremely happy and approved by God - if we recognise how poor we are; that He is not after our strength but our weakness; that we lose to gain, die to live; and circumcision of the heart is as real as physical circumcision, and equally painful...
The Holy Spirit is placing His desire within us to be like Jesus and love as He loves – but before we reach that milestone there are things we need to understand about God’s ways, and about ourselves, in order that we may fully co-operate.
In our previous session we discovered that if we want to walk in a high place with God we will need to let go of anything which prevents us from flying...we need to guard against wandering away from Him in our appetites and our affections; for if our affections are set on the things of the earth, we will wander far from Him – the body wanders in appetites; the soul in its affections... 

Everything, as far as God is concerned, is about coming to maturity; our journey is that of a precious child  growing to a mature adult – from ‘Daddy’ to ‘Father’ –  the place we can be trusted with a level of authority and responsibility in the Kingdom.  
To this end, there are two major things He is doing in us: -

· He is bringing us to the place where we trust Him and      
· He is bringing us to the place where He trusts us.
When we come to the place where He can trust us, the heavens will open and He will say: “This is My beloved son in whom I am well pleased.”  We will have reached a degree of maturity and wholeness, and will receive increasing levels of delegated authority, responsibility and revelation. 
Psalm 131: 1 – 2 NASB
Childlike Trust in the Lord: a Song of Ascents, of David.
O Lord, my heart is not proud, nor my eyes haughty;
Nor do I involve myself in great matters,
Or in things too difficult for me.
2 Surely I have composed and quieted my soul;
Like a weaned child rests against his mother,
My soul is like a weaned child within me.

David is ascending in his spirit to God and he likens himself to a weaned child; one that does not need the breast anymore...his soul is quiet within him, the clamour has ceased; the battle for his soul is over. 

Anyone who has had a child will know that the weaning process can be difficult; the baby still wants the milk and refuses solid food – the battle of wills begins. 

Then come the ‘terrible two’s’ – everything is ‘No’ and ‘won’t’, tantrums and screaming; starting school too can be a crisis; moving into adolescence we encounter the behavioural issues of disobedience and refusal of parental authority; anyone over the age of twenty is in their dotage...It is not until we reach our late twenties or early thirties that some semblance of maturity begins to appear...the clamour is ceasing.
In Jewish culture a man did not become competent to be entrusted with his father’s business, until around the age of 30...
Luke 3:22 – 23 KJV

“22 And the Holy Ghost descended in a bodily shape like a dove upon him, and a voice came from heaven, which said, Thou art my beloved Son; in thee I am well pleased.23 And Jesus himself began to be about thirty years of age...”
Jesus receives His ‘toga virilis’ – His mantle of Son-ship; His robe of office; His authority - from His Father, as He begins His ministry...he was about 30 years old...
No quick fix; no easy road; no short cut. 
He grew to maturity and learned obedience, though He was the Son of God...
The way He went, we will follow. 
As in the natural, so in the spiritual; our growth is brought about by a series of crises. 

Every time God brings us into something new, there is a crisis; a clash of kingdoms; a clash of wills; a refusal to leave; our comfort zone is invaded... there is a crisis. 
God sees us not as we are, but as we will be; He speaks to us sons, and calls us up to that high place; He is the model parent He does not want us to stay on the milk or remain adolescents, but to grow and mature into responsible adults to whom He can give the keys of the Kingdom - 
Matthew 16: 19 NASB

19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven;’ 
Jesus bestows an apostolic mantle on Peter giving him the power and authority to govern something He calls His church... 

At this time Peter was not sufficient for the task; there were crises ahead for him -  
Luke 22:32 NASB
“32 but I have prayed for you, that your faith may not fail; and you, when once you have turned 
again, strengthen your brothers.”
Jesus speaks prophetically to Peter; He knows he is just about to learn some lessons about himself and his hot-headed declarations; Peter simply has more growing to do...He will, through trial and much tribulation become a wise and loving man able to instruct others.  
In years to come, in fulfilment of the word spoken over him, he gives directions on how to be fruitful in the Kingdom. Now the ‘bondservant and apostle of Jesus Christ’ he describes an ascending process through which he himself has walked; a step by step progression from faith to love. Gone is the impulsive, foot in mouth Peter, here is a wise man who has come into the fullness of what was spoken over him -
2 Peter 1: 5 – 7 NASB
 ‘5 Now for this very reason also, applying all diligence, in your faith supply moral excellence, and in your moral excellence, knowledge, 6 and in your knowledge, self-control, and in yourself-control, perseverance, and in your perseverance, godliness, 7 and in your godliness, brotherly kindness, and in your brotherly kindness, love.’ 

We cannot hasten God’s processes with us but we can ensure we do not hinder them by our tantrums; refusals; recalcitrance or procrastination. 
We are in His school; under His hand; submitted to His training and we are in a strait place – a place of confinement...
In this growth process God is circular and cyclical with us; He brings us into sonship by placing us in Christ securing us in the knowledge that He loves us unconditionally; then He moves us into servant-hood; from there to friendship; and finally we become absolutely His bondservant. 
It’s a circle and a cycle and it is continuous.

There are a number of different circles: the life circle; the relational circle; the work circle; the transformation circle. He may be working in several circles at once across your life, but He will always come back to establish you more deeply in your relationship with Him. As He does so, your increasing awareness of Jesus’ life within produces a growing level of willingness, humility and servant-hood; this in turn, provokes Him to say: 
“No longer will I call you servants…
I have called you friends”.
It’s a circle and a cycle of – 

Brokenness
Psalm 51: 17 NASB
‘The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit;
A broken and a contrite heart, O God, You will not despise.’
There are things in God’s process with us that you cannot get around. 

Brokenness is essential if we are to become what He sees.

No short cuts, no quick fix, not the world’s way but His way.

Our prayer, prompted by the indwelling Spirit, becomes – ‘Lord give me three wounds, the wound of contrition, the wound of compassion and the wound of seeking after You.’ 
We give Him in a time of peace what He extracts in a time of war; we surrender everything, and the battle for the soul begins...
A broken and contrite heart is a heart which is soft towards God; mouldable, teachable and humble...it does not vaunt itself...it does not boast about its achievements or possessions; it is not trying to build an empire or name for itself, it does not seek recognition...it is not jealous and does not envy; it is happy to be small that He might be big; to be nothing that He may be all; it does not resist or argue, it is compliant...it is not – natural...it is the result of the Holy Spirit’s restoration of our soul.
‘Surely, absolutely, you better believe it; I have composed and quieted my soul like a weaned child at its mother’s breast.’

That is our journey.
Son, servant, friend...love slave; restoration of wholeness. 
Authentic Christianity is not about going to heaven when you die, that is a given and a bonus; it is about the restoration of all things.
Jesus death on the cross was way too significant to just be a ticket to ride...

Salvation is the recovery of wholeness, body, soul and spirit.

And the way is the way of the cross; Jesus is the Way, and the way He went, we will go also.  Each area of our lives must be fully recovered and restored to wholeness.  Jesus is our pattern; the way of the cross is the way to -
Union with God and resurrection life.
The cross is not to be shunned but embraced. 

It is not to be feared but welcomed. 

It is the way to resurrection life. 

We are in Christ and loved by the Father in the same way as He loves Jesus who ‘though He was a Son, learned obedience’. 

Obedience is relational; if it is not, it is servitude from a place of loveless duty, which will never bring us into friendship. 
Fear of punishment, our legacy from the Fall, will prevent us believing His love towards us is eternal and unconditional and will block our progress into His great heart and His destiny for us. Because of this it is essential we have a right view of God as our obedience grows out of our deepening love relationship with Him. 
We go from faith to knowledge; and the knowledge of Who He really, really is, develops our love relationship with Him. We do not want to harm the relationship so we keep short accounts; become increasingly ‘God-conscious’; do what He asks when He asks from a place of affection, not fear. As the relationship becomes increasingly precious to us, we want to stay in that place of connectedness at all times...He becomes more important to us than anything and everything else...we begin to love Him as He loves us...and walk into our destiny which is to be one with Him –
John 17: 22 – 23 NKJV

‘22 ...that they may be one just as We are one: 23 I in them, and You in Me; that they may be made perfect in one.’ 
It’s your destiny beloved, to be like Him and do greater things than He did.

What you think about God, is the most important thing in your life. 
Son, servant, and friend; there are no casual friends in the Kingdom. Friendship with God is conditional on the quality of the servant’s obedience – ‘Do whatever I command you’;  don’t ask questions.
Just do it - 
John 2:5 NASB

‘His mother said to the servants, “Whatever He says to you, do it.”’

Obedience is a trust issue. Friendship is based on absolute loyalty to One Master and the ongoing yielding of our will to Him.  No longer squalling babies crying for our needs to be met, our will becomes united with His and we desire one will with Him; we say joyfully to Him ‘Thy will be done’... 
It is the combination of sonship which is given and servant-hood worked out in obedience to His commands, which produces friendship.  
When we enter into friendship revelation is released at a much higher level. As He calls us friends we enter a higher place of His confidence surpassing any previous experience; our worship, lifestyle and vision are elevated; our assignment begins to unfold and we become more and more aware of our personal destiny and the territory He is giving us in the Spirit; this revelation leads us into a deeper level of sonship, which starts the growth process all over again...
John 15:15 NKJV

“No longer will I call you servants for a servant does not know what his master is doing but I have called you friends for all things I have heard from my Father I have made known to you”.  
Jesus has walked, talked, eaten and slept with these men for three and a half years. They have been His constant companions in all His trials; they have seen the miracles and people’s unbelief; they have seen and experienced what it means to follow Him; the highs, the lows; the persecutions and threats of death; they have seen John the Baptiser lose his head; it is at this point that Jesus blesses them before He goes to the Cross and bestows upon them friendship, and with one final command, gives them the Kingdom mandate:
Love one another 
John 15: 12 – 14 The Message
‘This is my command: Love (agape) one another the way I loved you. This is the very best way to love. Put your life on the line for your friends. You are my friends when you do the things I command you.’
One hundred  pianos all tuned to the same fork are automatically tuned to each other...They are of one accord by being tuned, not to each other, but to the standard to which each one must individually bow...‘love (agape) one another the way I have loved (agape) you, in that way you will be My friend’.

His love is the tuning fork to which they must bow.
Following this command will lead them to death.

And it will take us to the wire...
There are no weekend warriors or chocolate soldiers in the Kingdom...the cross is a symbol death; of the selfless, God-centred life; the symbol of the reality of an authentic Christian life.  
There are degrees of sonship, of servant-hood, of friendship and slavery; each cycle of development releases to us a whole new level faith and understanding. 
Sonship is given; servant-hood is perfected in obedience; friendship is earned by faithfulness to His commands; slavery comes as a result of absolute surrender and devotion to Him alone...no longer desiring anything but His will in all things; we walk in union with Him.  

Each time the circle starts again, there is a greater measure of death working in us and a greater anointing of life working through us.

We come to the place where He can trust us -
Romans 1:1 The Message 
‘I, Paul, am a devoted slave of Jesus Christ on assignment, authorized as an apostle to proclaim God’s words and acts.’  
Calling himself a ‘devoted slave belonging to Jesus’, Paul is sent forth by God as an apostle with His authority and power – Paul has proved out; God considers him a fully mature son; he can be trusted and released into his assignment. 
The application to us is plain, we cannot skim over, take lightly nor ignore God’s process if we want to be something and do something in the Kingdom. We must do it in His way; in His time. We must submit to Him and keep submitting when the going gets tough as it will; it needs to, to produce maturity. 
We must not send ourselves out before time or embark on assignments that are not God-given; God only pays for what He ordered. We cannot live ‘by faith’ if He has not told us that is the way we must go; we cannot embark on ‘our ministry’ unless He has sent us...the way up is down; He initiates, we respond; life in the Kingdom.
We are His servants; a servant obeys the Master.
So, God works with us in cycles and each cycle has its point of worship and surrender; pleasure and pain; achievement and suffering; weakness and power. 
In all of this we have just one huge hindrance – our soul. 
Self rules over the human race with pride at its head; Satan as its king; and death as its wage... 
To be happy and significant is its driving force; position, possession and power. To achieve this, it will not stop at murder. 
We are beings hopelessly at war with ourselves, God and those around us. Divided, unbalanced and slaves to sin our body wanders in appetites; our soul in its affections. We are incapable of loving anything other than ourselves...Self-referential love is the best we can manage...we are fallen creatures even when we are born again; our rebirth is the commencement of our journey to wholeness.

We travel an appointed way. 

There are no insignificant Christians. 

When the Lord lays His hand on us we cease to be ordinary; our life takes on enormous significance; our names are known in heaven; angels minister to us; we have a face, a name and a place in the affections of God; we have an identity and a destiny; we are on stage and in the spotlight. 

Jesus knows His sheep by name...
He came to save us body, soul and spirit. 
In redeeming our soul from darkness His message is one of -
Repentance...

Repentance is a military term, it means to do an about face; a complete change of mind and heart; from darkness to light; of life and affections; a turning around.  
Proof that we have repented is when we are no longer thinking, and therefore behaving, as we did before; if we are still behaving in the same way, we have not repented; the thought is father to the act...

Our translation was instant, our transformation is not...change is here to stay; we change our way of thinking and keep on changing...repentance becomes a way of life.
The soul must be re-educated to serve the spirit. 
Romans 12: 1 – 2 AMP
‘1 I appeal to you therefore, brethren, and beg of you in view of [all] the mercies of God, to make a decisive dedication of your bodies [presenting all your members and faculties] as a living sacrifice, holy (devoted, consecrated) and well pleasing to God, which is your reasonable (rational, intelligent) service and spiritual worship.
2 Do not be conformed to this world (this age), [fashioned after and adapted to its external, superficial customs], but be transformed (changed) by the [entire] renewal of your mind [by its new ideals and its new attitude], so that you may prove [for yourselves] what is the good and acceptable and perfect will of God, even the thing which is good and acceptable and perfect [in His sight for you].’
The process of bringing our soul under the Spirit’s government is called brokenness. 
When our soul has been broken of its strength; wrestled to the floor and rendered powerless, then and only then, our spirit man can rise.
This is not annihilation of the soul it is -

Transformation.

Our physical body houses both the soul and the human spirit; with our bodies we experience the world, touch, taste, sight, smell and hearing.  ‘Flesh’ as used in scripture, describes the sinful appetites of the body, not the legitimate ones; anything we do for self-gratification comfort; excesses of any kind, food, sex, drugs... 

Our soul comprises mind, emotions and will.  It governs how we relate to ourselves, God and those around us. Whatever goes on here determines what we do with our body. Our body reacts to what we are thinking; it expresses our emotions, and responds to the decisions of our will. 
Carnality is the sinful appetite of the soul and refers principally to the way we think. The carnally minded believer will prefer bondage to freedom; darkness to light; they are led by their feelings which in turn are governed by the way they think. 
Carnality can be summed up as a desire to live for God but an unwillingness to relinquish control to Him. 

With our spirit we relate to God.
The will is the motivator, the rudder; it guides the direction we take; it is impassive, it has no feelings; it directs the course of the soul by our choices...a carnally minded believer’s will is flabby and weak, they have not exercised it by godly choices. Characterised by wishbone rather than backbone they long for the things of God, but make no determined choices to bring themselves into alignment with Him.
The soul is the seat of our uncontrolled desires, it lusts, it longs, it craves. It is the part of us which wants to look good, feel good and be right; the part which has the hidden agenda and seeks personal advantage; this is the part which is competitive and must win; seeking supremacy – position, possession and power; it desires to be first, best and right. When we are born again, it acts like Herod when he heard of the birth of the Christ child – 
Matthew 2:3 NASB
‘When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him.’
It is very troubled – it makes an outcry; it is in tumult; it is disturbed; it is anxious; threatened and distressed...it resists...
When Jesus comes in He brings trouble - there is a clash of kingdoms... 
There is another King and that King has come to take up residence and to reign...
God has to decentre us before He can recentre us.  
He must lead us from having ourselves at the centre of our life, to Him as our centre.

The cross is an end to the power that was over us. 
It is to be embraced with joy, not feared; it is something we go through and are transformed by. 
The cross breaks the power of our ego – ‘ego’ is the Greek word for me... 
Ego is where our soul becomes self-centred. 
From that we become selfish. 
Life revolves around me - it is about ‘how I feel’...’what you did to me’, ‘what they did’...

Self centred and self-help is ‘Five steps to a better life’...how you can do this...how you can achieve that...how to get your needs met...Christian self-help is just the same – ‘Five easy steps to getting  your prayers answered...’ 

But there is no self help because that part of you is dead.  It died when you were baptised into Christ. Now you are learning now how to live in Him; and how to let everything you are in your true self mingle with everything He is...
From now on your life is 100% you and 100% God. 
Always.
Jesus was a man living in right relationship with God. He was 100% human and 100% God. 
This is the mystery of the gospel, when you get saved you become a 200% person. 
God enlarges you until you are 100% your true self and 100% who God is in you. 

The aim is not to get there quickly, but properly. This is not about success, but about destiny. We are preordained to become like Him; to be conformed to His image and bear fruit that will last and come to a place where we love (agape) as He loved us.
The Lord never insists on having rulership. 
He gives us the right to choose.  
It is only when we permit Him to reign that we recognise that He has the absolute right to rule over us without rival. 

He never insists upon obedience, He asks for it out of the love relationship... 
Our soul must come to the place where it forgets itself and becomes occupied with Him. 

But the soul hates the idea of surrender; it is longer in control and rapidly finds that which it did control is fast slipping from its grasp...
It is at this point we find we are in distress; we recognise loss comes before gain; decrease precedes increase; stripping comes before equipping; humility before exaltation; leaving before entering –

Psalm 4:1  KJV

‘Thou hast enlarged me when I was in distress.’

Distress is part of the circle...
The psalmist cries out in distress, but he knows that in this place God is enlarging him in preparation for his destiny which is to be king...distress and enlargement go together – it is only in the place of distress that the wineskin of our heart is stretched sufficiently to contain all He desires to pour into it...Himself. 

Life in the Spirit is about displacement - 
There is another King.
And that King asks for absolute surrender:

1 Kings 20: 1 – 4 NASB
War with Aram
‘ Now Ben-hadad king of Aram gathered all his army, and there were thirty-two kings with him, and horses and chariots. And he went up and besieged Samaria and fought against it. 2 Then he sent messengers to the city to Ahab king of Israel and said to him, “Thus says Ben-hadad, 3 ‘Your silver and your gold are mine; your most beautiful wives and children are also mine.’” 4 The king of Israel replied, “It is according to your word, my lord, O king; I am yours, and all that I have.” 
Ben-hadad asked for and got absolute surrender. 
It is not unreasonable of the Lord to require the same from us as He brings us into His training as He did with the two young colts. Like them, He gives us the freedom to jump the fence, He will not pursue us. Some will have signed the blank cheque at the end of the last session, surrendering all you are and have to His hand, and will now find yourself under His training and in the circle of transformation  which has four elements –

· Declaration – He declares who you are
· Distress – He takes you through His process to bring you to that place 
· Development – you change

· Demonstration – you become what He declared

 

God is moving us through the circle – He has declared us to be sons; He gives us sonship and identity; when we are established in this, He takes it all away and presents us with the role of a servant. Now He has to kill off everything in us that would prevent us becoming a servant just like His Son and this stage He will remove from us, all reliance on our own strength, skills and abilities and render us powerless.
He strips everything away that has ‘me’ and ‘mine’ attached to it - ownership - and gives us the role of a servant, which makes us a steward... 
He takes us through situations where we learn how to be abased. We learn what it is to be poor in spirit; and we learn to serve with a heart that is sincere; he causes us to relate differently to everything and everyone around us. 
He gives us wonderful opportunities to start afresh which take us lower than we were before...He has a series of elegant tests which are designed to strip us of our pride, self-sufficiency, opinion, competitiveness and accomplishments in order to deliver  us to a pure, servant heart. 
It is death on the instalment plan...slow, lingering and very painful for the ego; but the end result is a pure heart towards God and everyone around us.  No longer operating in the gift of suspicion, we are open and vulnerable, able to be both hurt and healed...just like Jesus.
Then, just when we have settled it that we are servants and have nothing and desire nothing more, He elevates us and calls us to be His friend...the most humbling invitation we will ever receive...and it leads us to the position of a love slave.
 Son-ship, servant-hood, friendship, love slave. 

To the extent that we withhold ourselves and our loyalty and allegiance to Him at any point in this process our lives will lack fruit and we will live in measure not abundance. Unwilling to let go of control of our lives we will be condemned to lives of mediocrity, self-sufficiency and an appearance of safety – 

“He is no fool who gives that which he cannot keep for that which he cannot lose.”1

King David, a man after God’s own heart, put it this way –

1 Chronicles 29:14 KJV
‘14 But who am I, and what is my people, that we should be able to offer so willingly after this sort? for all things come of thee, and of thine own have we given thee.’
These are the words which spill from the heart of every child of God who knows Him as they yield back to the Father all He has graciously given them.  Everything they are and everything they possess they know comes from Him; all is freely given back and placed on the altar. Like Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, they have thought through their faith response before the challenge comes -
Daniel 3: 17 – 18 NIVUK
‘17 If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to deliver us from it, and he will deliver us from Your Majesty’s hand. 18 But even if he does not, we want you to know, Your Majesty, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up.’ 
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego had already determined in their hearts what they would do if the challenge came. 
Father has created us with the ability and the opportunity to count the cost of following Him; He will not love us any the less whatever we choose for He cannot go against Himself, He loves us all the way, all the time; He has an undivided heart towards us; there is no disgrace if we choose to go no further. But -  
Matthew 5: 3 – 5 The Message
3 “You’re blessed when you’re at the end of your rope. With less of you there is more of God and his rule.”

With one stroke, Jesus elevates those who have nothing and know that they know nothing; all who know they are helpless, hopeless and in despair without Him, these are the ones who qualify for the blessing. 
You are blessed, happy and contented, He says, when you come to the end of yourself, when you recognise your spiritual poverty which causes you to mourn and hunger and thirst after righteousness...

To the self-reliant this is a death blow, but it is the secret to the fruitful life – all of Him and none of me – our only qualification is our inability. We can’t do this, any of it...like Jacob for ever after we will walk with a limp, a constant reminder that we cannot act from ourselves as the source, but only lean on Him who is the Source of all things – our cup will run over, we will filled with the joy of self-forgetfulness...

Luke 1:53 NASB

“He has filled the hungry with good things;
And sent away the rich empty-handed.”

The only qualification for service in the Kingdom is we have none; the way up is down; humility comes before honour; hunger before satisfaction... 
All our powers of understanding, strength and knowledge come to an end – the end of our rope; the end of our self-reliance; the end of our pride in our capabilities and abilities until we stand immobilized, impotent, dazed bewildered and numbed and the only thing left – is Him. Then, and only then, we are told, we are most blessed because we see the true value of our condition – we are nothing that He may be all in all. 
John 15: 5 – 8 NKJV

5 “I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch and is withered; and they gather them and throw them into the fire, and they are burned. 7 If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you. 8 By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will be My disciples.”

Fruit comes from abiding in the Vine, which demonstrates we are His disciples.
The essence of the rebirth is that God sees you as you can be, not as you are. Our journey is into the limitless possibilities a life lived wholly for Him and in Him can demonstrate – much fruit...

100% you + 100% Him = 100% fruit. 

‘You be you and I will be Me and that will be enough...’ 
Philippians 3:10 NKJV

‘10 that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death...’
The soul must relinquish its strength and become an instrument in the hands of God; it must be won, mastered, ruled  and trained in the higher ways of God or it is of no use to Him - 
Isaiah 55:8 – 9 NASB
“For My thoughts are not your thoughts,
Nor are your ways My ways,” declares the Lord.
9 “For as the heavens are higher than the earth,
So are My ways higher than your ways
And My thoughts than your thoughts.”

In recognising that our soul is the seat of our problem, we need to be careful that we do not seek to annihilate or destroy it, our whole human nature is our soul; it is who we are and if it is suppressed in one area, it will rise up in another...
There is a difference between a life of suppression and a life of service. 
Suppression merely pushes things under; it will rise again with the velocity of a volcano powered by resentment, bitterness and hatred, which had been covered by a thin veneer of religiosity. 
Submission to God, subjection to Him and servant-hood are not destruction of our souls or the actions of a cruel, punitive God seeking to deprive us, but the making of us, and the beginning of a life lived in sweet delight, rest and fruitfulness, in Him who is our Source. If we believe otherwise, we are enemies of the cross of Christ. 
Serving and service in the Kingdom are not bondage and slavery; they are the highest calling. 

We are invited into the employ of the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords which produces a completely new life lived in the unforced rhythms of grace; no longer striving with the Divine, our soul becomes the willing vessel for the Spirit and works in co-operation with Him so that the alabaster box of our love is broken open and the fragrance and power of the Gospel is poured out upon Him and all around – the fragrance that is on Him, is on us... 
As we walk with the King and learn the power of the one with the One, nothing is impossible for us. We do all things in Christ because there is a new strength coming from the favour, joy and all the disposition of the goodness of God towards us and in us.  There are no longer two lives to be lived, but one – we have reached the goal of our faith, union with God. 
This is our time to walk through this life with joy, with peace, with happiness, living as the beloved; highly favoured, blessed beyond measure, living in astonishment and wonder; the embodiment of the good news of the sovereign grace of the Lord Jesus Christ towards a suffering humanity...

Romans 8:19 NKJV
‘19 For the earnest expectation of the creation eagerly waits for the revealing of the sons of God.’

Let’s pray:
‘Father, thank you for the  call on my life; it is a call to character, not to gift; to sonship and destiny.   I no longer say, ‘give me’, but ‘make me’; make me a son whom you see  worthy of the name and to whom You can entrust the keys of the Kingdom. Make me a son Father, in Jesus name. 

For His sake and the sake of His Kingdom. 
Amen.’ 
Beryl

There is currently no copyright on this material please feel free to copy it in its entirety.

Visit www.psalm131.com for more free downloads.

Thank you.
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1Jim Elliot, missionary to the Auca Indians in Ecuador, wrote this the night before he was assassinated by them. He had gone to preach the Gospel...
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