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Presentation of the King:

We are continuing our journey into an ‘intentional lifestyle’ this month by looking at the nature of the King and His Kingdom; we cannot go any further until we have Jesus in His rightful place in our hearts, and in our thinking Jesus - is both our King and our God. 
God the Father has decreed that Jesus Christ will be King over the whole created realm. He will be the summit of everything that He has created; in all things He will have the pre-eminence. Jesus is God’s appointed King. 
Colossians 1:18 NKJV
‘18 And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the pre-eminence.’
That is God’s stated purpose and Jesus is King by God’s ordinance – all of history is moving towards the visible revelation of His Majesty, King Jesus – King of Kings and Lord of Lords. 
When He was born He came as the King and everything in His life from the moment of His birth testified to His kingship. 

What I aim to do today is to take you through some of the proofs of Jesus right to be King, some of the signs of His Kingship, His names and His titles. 
When we come to look at Jesus as Messiah, we will look at the prophecies concerning His first Advent and how He fulfilled every one of them. You will be familiar with the twin streams of prophecy in the Old Testament regarding Jesus, first as the suffering servant and secondly as the King of Kings and Lord of Lords which relate both to the first and Second Advent. 

This is a vast subject and I cannot do real justice to it in such a short time but what I hope to do is to whet your appetites in order that you will be inspired to look at the subject yourselves. 

Most of us are used to referring to Jesus Christ as King, but just exactly what do we mean by that? What criteria would He have had to fulfil in order to be recognised as the long awaited Messiah and King of the Jews?
When He came to the Jews over 2,000 years ago the Pharisees and Sadducees were looking at Him and testing Him to see if He fulfilled these criterion which would verify He was indeed the promised Messiah, the Christ, the anointed One.  
Many had already come in His name claiming to be the Messiah but had been proved to be false, and indeed Jesus Himself warns in His Olivet discourse that that will be the case in the end times – 

Matthew 24:5 NIV
‘5For many will come in my name, claiming, 'I am the Christ,' and will deceive many.’

There have always been those who have come claiming that they are the Christ, but are imposters, it will be no different in the end times with the rise of the antichrist himself. 
The Old Testament predicted and looked for the coming of the Anointed One, the King, who would come to bring deliverance and redemption to the nation of Israel. 
However, contrary to the expectation of the Jews, when He came, He came as the suffering servant, not as deliverer and King, to their continued consternation. 
We see this even after Jesus’ ascension to the Father in the beginning of the Book of Acts when they ask the question –

Acts 1:6 NKJV

‘6Therefore, when they had come together, they asked Him, saying, “Lord, will You at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?”’

They had a Kingdom fixation – why? Because they wanted to be out from under the Roman occupation!  But Jesus answers –
Acts 1:8 The Message

‘8"You don't get to know the time. Timing is the Father's business.’

What they received was the Holy Spirit to enable them to do the job Jesus gave them – go into all the world and preach the good news. 
It was not yet time for Jesus to be revealed as the King of kings and Lord of lords before that takes place, there is a job to do. 
So in this unfolding study we will look at Jesus as Messiah, as King and as a Man. 
I am going to start with His Kingship because that is the way we will next see Him – as our Bridegroom and King – whether we are raptured or die, the end result is the same, we will be with our King forever and He will be both our King and our Bridegroom. He has a different relationship with us, the Bride, than with the nation of Israel who was His wife – ponder that one for a moment and no, He isn’t committing bigamy! 
Furthermore, we are being prepared to reign and rule with this supreme Ruler of the Universe, we are joint heirs with Christ and we shall reign with Him, next month we will be looking at identity and inheritance – an heir has an inheritance. 
All of this means we need to develop a heavenly viewpoint. 
The wedding of the Universe is about to take place the invitations have been sent out - and we are the Bride and it is time for us to make preparation for our Bridegroom.

Going back to the beginning then –

We did a brief study on Jesus’ birth when we looked at the Magi, ‘the Kingmakers’, from Persia who arrived in Jerusalem to make Him King – putting consternation in the heart of Herod and the Jews.  If you want a full study it is Passing the Baton No 10 and its title is ‘It’s a cracker!’ - we will look briefly at these people as we go on today. 
To set this jewel in the centrepiece of history, we need to see what had happened to the Jews before Jesus came.

Background:

From his calling out from Babylonia, to the covenant of circumcision, God had promised Abram a son, a nation and a land. 

Genesis 15:7 NASB
 ‘7And He said to him, "I am the LORD who brought you out of Ur of the Chaldeans, to give you this land to possess it."’
From Abraham, through whom God had promised a great nation, the Jews had grown to millions of people with God Himself as their King. 
However, they found themselves dissatisfied with this arrangement and asked for a ‘king with skin’ to rule over them like the nations around them. 

We pick up the story in the book of the prophet Samuel -

1 Samuel 8:5-9 NIV - and here the people are speaking to Samuel –

‘5 They said to him, "You are old, and your sons do not walk in your ways; now appoint a king to lead us, such as all the other nations have." 6 But when they said, "Give us a king to lead us," this displeased Samuel; so he prayed to the LORD. 7 And the LORD told him: "Listen to all that the people are saying to you; it is not you they have rejected, but they have rejected me as their king. 8 As they have done from the day I brought them up out of Egypt until this day, forsaking me and serving other gods, so they are doing to you. 9 Now listen to them; but warn them solemnly and let them know what the king who will reign over them will do."’

Is not verse 7 the saddest verse in the Bible? Father says -
‘They have not rejected you, they have rejected Me...’ 
Imagine the pain in the heart of God at this rebellion by His own chosen people – however, God gave them what they wanted, warning them what would happen if they went this way, and sure enough it did. 
God made Saul king over them which started a lengthy reign during which he pursued David for 39 years to kill him...subsequently David’s son Solomon reigned but God became angry with Solomon and gives him a warning of what is going to happen after he dies -
1 Kings 11:9-13 NIV 

9 The LORD became angry with Solomon because his heart had turned away from the LORD, the God of Israel, who had appeared to him twice. 10 Although he had forbidden Solomon to follow other gods, Solomon did not keep the LORD's command. 11 So the LORD said to Solomon, "Since this is your attitude and you have not kept my covenant and my decrees, which I commanded you, I will most certainly tear the kingdom away from you and give it to one of your subordinates. 12 Nevertheless, for the sake of David your father, I will not do it during your lifetime. I will tear it out of the hand of your son. 13 Yet I will not tear the whole kingdom from him, but will give him one tribe for the sake of David my servant and for the sake of Jerusalem, which I have chosen."
And in 1 Kings 12:16-24 NIV we see the outworking of this prophetic word to Solomon – Rehoboam Solomon’s son was a young man who did not listen to the wise counsel of the elders, but to the young men and this, was the result - after his death the kingdom is torn in two fulfilling the prophetic word to Solomon in 1 Kings 11, with the Lord telling the people not to go up to fight their brothers ‘for this is My doing...’ 

1 Kings 12:16-24 NIV
‘16When all Israel saw that the king refused to listen to them, they answered the king: 
"What share do we have in David, what part in Jesse's son? 
To your tents, O Israel! 
Look after your own house, O David!" 
So the Israelites went home.
 17But as for the Israelites who were living in the towns of Judah, Rehoboam still ruled over them.  18 King Rehoboam sent out Adoniram, who was in charge of forced labour, but all Israel stoned him to death. King Rehoboam, however, managed to get into his chariot and escape to Jerusalem. 19 So Israel has been in rebellion against the house of David to this day. 
 20 When all the Israelites heard that Jeroboam had returned, they sent and called him to the assembly and made him king over all Israel. Only the tribe of Judah remained loyal to the house of David.  21 When Rehoboam arrived in Jerusalem, he mustered the whole house of Judah and the tribe of Benjamin—a hundred and eighty thousand fighting men—to make war against the house of Israel and to regain the kingdom for Rehoboam son of Solomon.  22 But this word of God came to Shemaiah the man of God: 23 "Say to Rehoboam son of Solomon king of Judah, to the whole house of Judah and Benjamin, and to the rest of the people, 24 'This is what the LORD says: Do not go up to fight against your brothers, the Israelites. Go home, every one of you, for this is my doing.' ‘So they obeyed the word of the LORD and went home again, as the LORD had ordered.’
This tear resulted in civil war between the now divided kingdom. You can read the whole story in the books of Kings and Chronicles as both evil and good kings arise to govern both the Northern and the Southern kingdom.
Time and again God raised up prophets to warn the people, but eventually in the fifth cycle of discipline, they were exiled to Babylonia and Persia – and it is from Persia that the believing Magi came to find the promised Messiah, the long awaited deliverer and King of Israel - but not everyone was happy with God’s intervention. 

We pick the story up in -

Matthew 2: 1 – 3 NIV

The Visit of the Magi 

‘ 1After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem 2and asked, "Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star in the east and have come to worship him."  3When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him.’

Jerusalem was under Roman rule and Herod had been placed there as a ‘king’ to keep the Jews in subjection to the Romans. He had no entitlement to the throne of Judah; he was a usurper, an illegitimate king. He was not born of the house of David; he was not even Jewish by birth.  He was an Edomite, a descendant of Esau, and he hated the Jews with a passion.

So Herod and all Jerusalem knew that the ‘Kingmakers’, the Magi, had arrived, and that they intended to make someone King - and it wasn’t Herod. This knowledge caused Herod to panic – he was old and ill and his army was away at war and now his ‘throne’ was under threat. These people, the Magi, did not come on three camels as is portrayed. They would have come on horseback with about 500 men – they were important, influential people, who had the power to enthrone a king, this is why they went straight to the palace to look for Jesus. 
Is it any wonder -
‘Herod was troubled and all Jerusalem with him’; not only was Herod troubled, but the political Jews were troubled too, they enjoyed their position in the synagogue and the honour afforded them by the people - this was why later they continually questioned Jesus about His mission, Who He was - they didn’t want to lose their power and position in society. 

All Jerusalem was troubled at the advent of this long awaited King, but God has a plan to remove the child from Herod’s attention -
Matthew 2:13 - 15

The Flight to Egypt

 13Now when they had gone, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, "Get up! Take the Child and His mother and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is going to search for the Child to destroy Him."  14So Joseph got up and took the Child and His mother while it was still night, and left for Egypt. 15He remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfil what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: "OUT OF EGYPT I CALLED MY SON." 
So here we see a prophetic word fulfilled. 

Hosea 11:1
‘And out of Egypt I called My son.’

But there were other prophetic words – a Ruler will come -
Numbers 24:17 NASB

17"I see him, but not now;
         I behold him, but not near;
         A star shall come forth from Jacob,
         A sceptre shall rise from Israel,
         And shall crush through the forehead of Moab,
         And tear down all the sons of Sheth.
He will be from the line of David – from the tribe of Judah -
Jeremiah 23:5
5"Behold, the days are coming," declares the LORD,
         "When I will raise up for David a righteous Branch;
         And He will reign as king and act wisely
         And do justice and righteousness in the land.
He will be born of a virgin –

Isaiah 7:14

‘14"Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, a virgin will be with child and bear a son, and she will call His name Immanuel.’

He will be born in Bethlehem –

Micah 5:2

2"But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah,
         Too little to be among the clans of Judah,
         From you One will go forth for Me to be ruler in Israel 
         His goings forth are from long ago,
         From the days of eternity."
He will ride in triumph on a donkey –

Zechariah 9:9 
9Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!
         Shout in triumph, O daughter of Jerusalem!
         Behold, your king is coming to you;
         He is just and endowed with salvation,
         Humble, and mounted on a donkey,
         Even on a colt, the foal of a donkey.
He will be despised and rejected by those He comes to save –

Isaiah 53:3 NIV
3 He was despised and rejected by men, 
       a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering. 
       Like one from whom men hide their faces 
       he was despised, and we esteemed him not.
John 1:11 KJV

‘He came to His own and His own received Him not.’ 
And because the Jews rejected their Messiah, Paul tells us at the end of the book of Acts –

Acts 28:28

 28"Therefore I want you to know that God's salvation has been sent to the Gentiles, and they will listen!"
Echoing Samuel’s denunciation of them when they wanted a king with skin, in 1 Samuel 8:6, yet again Israel rejects God’s rule over them when their King comes to them personally. 
But they will have another chance during the Great Tribulation, to make their choice, King Jesus or the antichrist. The Great Tribulation is the time of Jacob's Trouble – it is the time of God’s final dealings with the nation of Israel, although the unbelieving nations of the world will also be involved, primarily it is the continuation of Israel's history - the 70th week of Daniel. Again, if you want more on this you need to get the study on Daniel's 70th week.

So – back to the script!
Jesus - God’s last word:

The introduction to the book of Hebrews tells us that Jesus is God’s last word -
Hebrews 1:1 -4 NASB
God's Final Word in His Son

“ 1God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many ways,  2in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the world.  3And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power When He had made purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high,  4having become as much better than the angels, as He has inherited a more excellent name than they.”

Paul puts it like this -
Colossians 2:9

‘9For in Him the whole fullness of Deity (the Godhead) continues to dwell in bodily form [giving complete expression of the divine nature].’
OUR God reigns! 

This study then is about Jesus’ Kingship; specifically that it becomes part of our life, in order that we should bow the knee to Him, and that His word should be a continuing light to our feet that we should understand that our role in the earth is to walk as He walked –

1 John 4:17 AMP

‘17In this [union and communion with Him] love is brought to completion and attains perfection with us, that we may have confidence for the Day of Judgment [with assurance and boldness to face Him], because as He is, so are we in this world.’
When we gather together His word tells us, Jesus is walking in the midst – 
Revelation 1:10 – 18 NIV 
‘10On the Lord's Day I was in the Spirit, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet, 11which said: "Write on a scroll what you see and send it to the seven churches: to Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea."  12I turned around to see the voice that was speaking to me. And when I turned I saw seven golden lampstands, 13and among the lampstands was someone "like a son of man, “dressed in a robe reaching down to his feet and with a golden sash around his chest. 14His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and his eyes were like blazing fire. 15His feet were like bronze glowing in a furnace, and his voice was like the sound of rushing waters. 16In his right hand he held seven stars, and out of his mouth came a sharp double-edged sword. His face was like the sun shining in all its brilliance.  17When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. Then he placed his right hand on me and said: "Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last. 18I am the Living One; I was dead, and behold I am alive for ever and ever! And I hold the keys of death and Hades.’

This is our God! 
As I mention the word ‘theology’ you may groan but it is, simply put, the study of our faith and God’s relationship to us and the world He created for His pleasure.

We are going to embark on an in depth study of Jesus’ Kingship. How He fulfilled not some but all the prophetic words which were ever spoken about Him before His incarnation. 

Knowledge of our salvation is not enough; it must be backed up with biblical fact, together with faith and experience in order that we go on to maturity in Christ. To do this, part of what we need is a solid foundation which is rooted and grounded in the scriptures - we need two feet to walk, theology and experience, we need to be able to explain why we believe what we believe and live it out with the confident expectation that our future is eternally secure. 

Visitation is always to put a desire in our hearts to know Him, Jesus said didn’t He in -
John 17:3 AMP
‘3And this is eternal life: [it means] to know (to perceive, recognize, become acquainted with, and understand) You, the only true and real God, and [likewise] to know Him, Jesus [as the] Christ (the Anointed One, the Messiah), Whom You have sent.’

The ‘Toronto’ blessing was sent to us in order that we might seek after Him – not after the manifestations – they were there to draw us to Him – that we might know Him, that we might develop a hunger after Him, and choose Him above all else.
In these days we must have a right view of the Lord Jesus – our understanding must be increased, expanded, extended and upgraded to encompass all that He is and all that He desires to do in and through us. If we are to bear His likeness, we must know what He is like, in His fullness. 
We are His people and the sheep of His pasture, He is the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords and this must become foremost in our thinking as we enter the dark days which are ahead of us. We must be without doubt of His complete sovereignty over all things and His total omnipotence (power), omniscience (knowledge) and His omnipresence (the fact that He is continuously and simultaneously present in creation).

We are lining up with Jesus, in Jesus and behind Jesus. It is part of our journey that our heart becomes fully cognizant of the incredible life that Father has bestowed on us in Christ. We are His inheritance, and He is ours. We need a comprehensible characterization of His total supremacy – Jesus is God’s visual aid to thoroughly enlighten humanity therefore the fullness of the splendour of Jesus Christ must take root in our hearts and produce fruit in our minds. 

Our original mandate was to subdue the earth – what if the earth was withholding its fullness from us because of the sin that lies locked within it? The blood which has been shed upon it?

What if it is time for us as His people to begin releasing blessing into every area of our lives simply by speaking it out everywhere we go?

What if overcoming evil with good is as simple as that?

Any doubt in His absolute Lordship and sovereignty over all things will lead to weakness in that area.
So not only do we need to know who we are, but much more importantly, Who He is so I have entitled this first part of the study – Presentation of the King – as I present Him to you as the Sovereign Ruler of the Universe, our Saviour, Shepherd, Bridegroom and Coming King.

Ephesians 3:14-19 NASB

‘14For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 15from whom every family in heaven and on earth derives its name, 16that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with power through His Spirit in the inner man,  17so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; and that you, being rooted and grounded in love,  18may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth,  19and to know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled up to all the fullness of God.’ 
Paul here is praying that Christ may ‘dwell’ in our hearts through faith, be at home, put His feet up, this means we have to get rid of the rubbish so He can dwell there He can’t live with our old junk.

The health of the tree depends on the roots and we need to be deep in the love of God, grounded, with our foundations firm in that love in order that we may comprehend, understand, grasp, realise the depths of the love of Christ. We aren’t into candy floss! No tickling of the palate and getting you to only take sweet stuff; you need the sprouts as well! Good bible teaching presents things in solid form – a meal, not a snack, so it may take you a little while to unpick this and get a revelation for yourself of what Jesus’ kingdom and particularly His Kingship is all about. We are going to study the principle of Kingship and if the Lord will, we will go on to examine the life of Jesus the Man, our Man in Glory.
Jesus we will see was the only One fit to be King and the only One who is King of Kings, we will understand who the wise men were, we will see all the Kingly titles of Jesus, His enthronement in the heavenlies and the phases whereby His Kingship will be revealed for every eye to see and why every knee will have to bow to Him because God has highly exalted Him -

Philippians 2:8 – 11 NASB

‘8Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.  9For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name, 10so that at the name of Jesus EVERY KNEE WILL BOW, of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11and that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.’ 
God has highly exalted Him:
First then, we must talk about God the Father, for it is He Who has highly exalted the Son, it is He who has ordained that Jesus Christ shall be King. We must understand, therefore what God has purposed in the Kingship of Jesus.

Right through the Old and New Testaments the theme is consistent – 

Our God reigns. 

He has reigned. 

He does reign.

And He will reign. 

He is King. 

Our God is King, He isn’t a king, He is King. 

His Kingship isn’t coming, it always has been! From the first day when He said ‘Let there be light’ He has reigned. He is reigning right now and will be forever more. Amen! 

This fact needs to grip us and form our thinking. Our mindset has got to be ‘I don’t care what I see or what is happening around me, my God is good and He is on the throne. My God reigns, my King reigns!’ 

If we don’t have this revelation we will walk all the time in fear and dread and we will doubt that He is in control and we will depose Him from His position as King. He is King and He is reigning and He is in control of all things.

Psalm 47:7 NIV

‘7 For God is the King of all the earth; 
       sing to him a psalm of praise.’

Psalm 24:1 NIV

‘ 1The earth is the LORD's, and everything in it, 
       the world, and all who live in it;’
Once we have a heavenly view point, it is obvious that God reigns, once we are living there it is clear. The problem is that very often our thinking is earthly and we find it very difficult to see things from a heavenly perspective. God wants us to not only recognise where He has seated us, but He wants us to live from there, seeing things from His perspective.

Whilst –

1 John 5:17 NIV

‘19We know that we are children of God, and that the whole world is under the control of the evil one.’

Is true, Satan does have power, but it is limited, it is temporary and it is, like King Herod in the days of Jesus’ birth, usurped, so his power has a time limit on it and that time limit has been put there by God. 
That beloved is the sovereignty of God.  
This was the great secret of the early church, they had a madman on the throne but they knew God was in charge and because they knew He was in charge and their future was secure, they endured terrible persecution without losing heart. They knew there was no power except it was given of God and because of this they were in subjection to the government, even with a madman apparently in control –

Romans 13:1 NASB

‘1Every person is to be in subjection to the governing authorities For there is no authority except from God, and those which exist are established by God.’

Paul made it perfectly clear to the early Christians – and some of us today could do with understanding this – that there is no power except it is given by God Himself, and if He gives it, He has a purpose – Romans 13 is not testing the authorities, it is testing us and our obedience. 

Sovereignty – our part is to obey those God puts in authority over us.

The early martyrs had a revelation of Who was in control, they rejoiced  -‘All hail the power of Jesus Name’ – they had a revelation that the Romans could not do anything unless God allowed them – the Romans could not understand it, they could not break them no matter what they did, they had a good confession. You can only be like that if you know God is in charge, He wants us all to live a victorious life like this and you can only do it if you have a revelation of His kingship. 
 If God wants to get rid of a leader He can do it without lifting a finger, He could have delivered Jesus from the cross.  
If He wants to remove leaders now He can do it without our help, they will just have a heart attack and fall down dead – that’s that! 
President Nasser of Egypt is, perhaps, a recent example in my lifetime, he died of a heart attack in 1970 immediately following a meeting to join the Egyptian forces with those of Jordan...just conjecture, but his death was sudden and dramatic...did God remove him from the political scene because he was trying to bring in something too soon – joining Egypt with Jordan and God had to remove him – just a thought?  He raises up kings and removes kings –

Daniel 2:21 NIV

‘He changes times and seasons; he sets up kings and deposes them.’ 
    

Our God reigns.

So the early Christians had a good confession. 

Jesus had a good confession too in John 19 - the Jews have delivered Him to Pontius Pilate and there is a dialogue going on between Pilate and the Sanhedrin -

John 19:7– 11 NASB

‘7The Jews answered him, "We have a law, and by that law He ought to die because He made Himself out to be the Son of God."  8Therefore when Pilate heard this statement, he was even more afraid;  9and he entered into the Praetorium again and said to Jesus, "Where are You from?" But Jesus gave him no answer. ‘10So Pilate said to Him, "You do not speak to me? Do You not know that I have authority to release You, and I have authority to crucify You?"  11Jesus answered, "You would have no authority over Me, unless it had been given you from above; for this reason he who delivered Me to you has the greater sin."’
He’s in front of Pontius Pilate and Pilate is in fear – ‘don’t you know who I am? I have the power...’ Jesus says, ‘No, you could have no power at all except it was given you. He who delivered Me...’ referring to Caiaphas, the High Priest that year, a wicked man who was head of the Jewish mafia of the day, ‘he is the real villain,’ Jesus is saying ‘you are only doing your job Pilate’. 
Pilate was not Jesus’ enemy; He had more deadly enemies than the Romans – 

John 11:47-54 NIV
47Then the chief priests and the Pharisees called a meeting of the Sanhedrin.  "What are we accomplishing?" they asked. "Here is this man performing many miraculous signs. 48If we let him go on like this, everyone will believe in him, and then the Romans will come and take away both our place and our nation." 

 49Then one of them, named Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, spoke up, "You know nothing at all! 50You do not realize that it is better for you that one man die for the people than that the whole nation perish." 

 51He did not say this on his own, but as high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus would die for the Jewish nation, 52and not only for that nation but also for the scattered children of God, to bring them together and make them one. 53So from that day on they plotted to take his life. 

 54Therefore Jesus no longer moved about publicly among the Jews. Instead he withdrew to a region near the desert, to a village called Ephraim, where he stayed with his disciples.’

In verse 48, the priests are showing that they fear for their own safety and position if Jesus is allowed to carry on. They were fearful of losing both their position in the synagogue and their position before the people if Jesus behaviour caused rioting to break out.  
Caiaphas, the High Priest that year intervenes and prophesies – God can use an unbeliever to prophesy – that this Man will save the nation of Israel.  Caiaphas was a very wicked man and the godfather of the day; he was married to Ananias’ daughter and was both a gangster and a murderer. It was these members of the Sanhedrin who pursued Jesus to the death but Jesus says to Pilate, ‘you would have no power unless it was given to you...’ 
That must settle it for us, God is the one who gives power to men and He distributes as He thinks fit. 

1 Timothy 6:12 – 15 NASB
‘12Fight the good fight of faith; take hold of the eternal life to which you were called, and you made the good confession in the presence of many witnesses. 13I charge you in the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who testified the good confession before Pontius Pilate,  14that you keep the commandment without stain or reproach until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ,  15which He will bring about at the proper time--He who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords,’

In this scripture, Paul has just been released from prison where Nero had him incarcerated and he tells young Timothy to lay hold of the eternal life to which he was called, reminds him that it is God who gives life to everything and, that when He appears He will demonstrate beyond any shadow of doubt that He is the King of kings and Lord of lords. Paul knows he hasn’t got long and he says that God is happy and content because everything is in order – He’s got His feet up and He is relaxed and happy – which is the meaning of ‘blessed’! So when we bless each other, we are saying, be relaxed, God is in control, be happy everything is in order...be relaxed as He is relaxed.
Our God is the only One with any power around here, no matter what any man says.  

So Paul, about to be put to death says ‘our God is the only one with power’. 

That is why He can say through Isaiah, ‘let Him be your fear, let Him be your dread’, in other words, get your fear in the right place. 

Isaiah 8:12-14

‘12"You are not to say, 'It is a conspiracy!'
         In regard to all that this people call a conspiracy,
         And you are not to fear what they fear or be in dread of it. 
    13"It is the LORD of hosts whom you should regard as holy.
         And He shall be your fear,
         And He shall be your dread. 
    14"Then He shall become a sanctuary;
         But to both the houses of Israel, a stone to strike and a rock to stumble over,
         And a snare and a trap for the inhabitants of Jerusalem.’

Alexander the Great was killed by a mosquito – a great man – he had conquered vast territories and he was killed by something very small.  As Graham Cooke would say, if you think you are too small to make a difference you have never been in bed with a mosquito! Mosquitoes regard no-one! 

God is the only potentate; He is the only one who has never been laid low or attacked by a mosquito!

The only way to be in perfect peace is to see God is in complete control. He is King. As I stated at the beginning of the study, the Kingship of Jesus has been ordained by the Father in heaven and our Father reigns. Jesus Kingship is going to be made visible for all to see. God’s Kingdom has come, is coming and will come. Father has decreed that Jesus Christ will be King over the entire created realm and that He will be the summit of everything that He has created. This is the most wonderful thing and all history is moving towards this visible revelation of King Jesus at His glorious coming – His Parousia. 

Now, having started with God the Father, let’s move on to the real subject matter which is – 

King Jesus: 

Ephesians 1:9-10 NIV

‘9And he made known to us the mystery of his will according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, 10to be put into effect when the times will have reached their fulfilment—to bring all things in heaven and on earth together under one head, even Christ.’

And here we see the specific intention of God, His ultimate will – in His kairos time, at the right exact time, He will bring all things together under One head, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

In the King James Version it says it like this –

‘ 9Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself: 10That in the dispensation of the fullness of times he might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him:’ 

The word ‘dispensation’ used here is the Greek word ‘oikonomos’ which is where we get our word, economy - which means chamberlain, governor, housekeeper.  In other words, God is a householder, and the whole of the universe is His house! So when He is ready, He will put Who He decrees in charge of His whole estate. Isn’t that lovely!
When Father is good and ready Jesus will return and that will be that!
His regal majesty, King Jesus reigns. 

When He was born He came as the King and everything in His life from the moment of His birth testified to His Kingship. Going back now to His birth – 

Luke 1:30-32 NASB
‘30The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary; for you have found favour with God.  31"And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall name Him Jesus.  32"He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David;’

‘He will be called the Son of the Most High’ this is a proclamation of Kingship; this is a declaration of His authority.
The next thing we see is angelic choirs singing -

Luke 2:14 KJV
‘14Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.’
God is speaking peace to men, good will towards them in His Son.  Question is – will men receive Him? 

The next thing we see is Mary coming to the Temple with Joseph to offer according to the rite of purification as was common for the women in those days –

Luke 2:22 - 24
 22And when the days for their purification according to the law of Moses were completed, they brought Him up to Jerusalem to present Him to the Lord  23(as it is written in the Law of the Lord, "EVERY firstborn MALE THAT OPENS THE WOMB SHALL BE CALLED HOLY TO THE LORD"), 24and to offer a sacrifice according to what was said in the Law of the Lord, "A PAIR OF TURTLEDOVES OR TWO YOUNG PIGEONS." 
It is obvious from Mary’s offering that the Magi have not yet visited, if they had she would have had money for a more expensive offering – a pair of turtledoves was what the poor offered.
And then we see Jesus being dedicated and Simeon says –

Luke 2:34 NASB

‘34And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary His mother, "Behold, this Child is appointed for the fall and rise of many in Israel, and for a sign to be opposed’

This tiny babe is destined for the rise and fall of many in Israel...this is no ordinary baby. By the time the Magi discover Him He is described as ‘the child’ –
Matthew 2:11 – 15 NASB
‘11After coming into the house they saw the Child with Mary His mother; and they fell to the ground and worshipped Him. Then, opening their treasures, they presented to Him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  12And having been warned by God in a dream not to return to Herod, the magi left for their own country by another way. 

The Flight to Egypt

 13Now when they had gone, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, "Get up! Take the Child and His mother and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is going to search for the Child to destroy Him."  14So Joseph got up and took the Child and His mother while it was still night, and left for Egypt. 15He remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfil what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: "OUT OF EGYPT I CALLED MY SON."’ 
Here we see God’s provision for the family – they are fleeing to Egypt and money has been provided now for their journey and their stay.
So, Jesus is King and He has come to reign, the shepherds see the angels and the babe in the stable, the angels pay homage, the shepherds pay homage and then the high ranking Gentiles pay homage to this King.  They bring gifts, gold, frankincense and myrrh. What do they signify? 
Gold was always presented to a King. 
Frankincense always had to do with God, worship and homage to a sovereign king.

And myrrh was man’s best friend - the aftershave of the ancient world, it made you smell nice, it was both an anaesthetic and was used for embalming – so the gifts indicated who Jesus was. 
He was King, He was God and He was man. He is King, He is God and He is a Man. 
Jesus, King, Man and Lamb of God who would be sacrificed for the salvation of many.  
Everything about Jesus’ birth proclaimed Him as the King and already He was recognised by angels and by men. He was born to be King, and recognised as King.

Son of Man, Son of God:
What about His titles – Son of Man and Son of God; is there a difference and if so, what is it?

‘Son of Man’ is an incredible title and is the most powerful of the two – we can see this from Caiaphas’ reaction in –

Matthew 26:63-65 NIV

‘The high priest said to him, "I charge you under oath by the living God: Tell us if you are the Christ, the Son of God."  64"Yes, it is as you say," Jesus replied. "But I say to all of you: In the future you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven."  65Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, "He has spoken blasphemy! Why do we need any more witnesses? Look, now you have heard the blasphemy.’

Caiaphas asks are you the Son of God, Jesus replies ‘You’ve said it!  And what’s more you will see the Son of Man...’ at which point Caiaphas screams ‘Blasphemy!!’ and tears his robe. Caiaphas goes spare.

What a strange reaction – and why did Jesus respond with Son of Man, to Caiaphas’ Son of God?
To see exactly why we need to go to the book of Daniel, and –

Daniel 7:13-14
‘ 13 "In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was led into his presence. 14 He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all peoples, nations and men of every language worshipped him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed.’

Jesus was saying – ‘you’ve said it, I am the One under whose feet all things will be placed, I am the ‘I AM.’’
He was claiming to be God Incarnate, no wonder Caiaphas tore his robe.

John 5:25-27 NIV
‘25I tell you the truth, a time is coming and has now come when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God and those who hear will live. 26For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son to have life in himself. 27And he has given him authority to judge because he is the Son of Man.’

Again, Jesus uses both titles in the same statement. He is referring back to the book of Daniel, and the Jews would have known He is saying – I am the Sovereign and only Potentate, all dominion is Mine and I am from everlasting to everlasting, My Kingdom will never be destroyed – I AM God incarnate, in person, alive, in the flesh, here I AM. I am YHWH, the Self-existent One. That’s Me.
So the right to reign is connected with the title Son of Man – we saw earlier in 1 Samuel 8: 5-9 that Israel wanted a king to reign over them and in 2 Samuel 7:12 – 14 we see the other title we want – Son of God -
2 Samuel 7:12 – 14 NASB

‘12"When your days are complete and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up your descendant after you, who will come forth from you, and I will establish his kingdom. 13"He shall build a house for My name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever.  14"I will be a father to him and he will be a son to Me; when he commits iniquity, I will correct him with the rod of men and the strokes of the sons of men.’

Here God is talking to David and telling him about his son Solomon who will become king and he says ‘He shall be a son to Me’ or ‘My son’.  

From that time onwards every king of Israel bore the title ‘Son of God’, it was one of the titles of the Kings of Israel.  We will look at some titles of Jesus as King shortly, but this is a title that every King of Israel bore. 
By using it, Jesus proved not only who He was, but His authority – it is a claim to be King of the Jews. So when Jesus went around describing Himself as ‘Son of Man’ and ‘Son of God’, He was proclaiming He was the King of Israel and the King of the Universe forever and He was revealing it for everyone to see. 
They knew. And they hated him for it.

The law of Kingship:
In every area of His life, Jesus fulfilled the law of Kingship – vital to our understanding of this subject is -

Deuteronomy 17: 14 – 20 NASB
‘14"When you enter the land which the LORD your God gives you, and you possess it and live in it, and you say, 'I will set a king over me like all the nations who are around me,'  15you shall surely set a king over you whom the LORD your God chooses, one from among your countrymen you shall set as king over yourselves; you may not put a foreigner over yourselves who is not your countryman.  16"Moreover, he shall not multiply horses for himself, nor shall he cause the people to return to Egypt to multiply horses, since the LORD has said to you, 'You shall never again return that way.' 17"He shall not multiply wives for himself, or else his heart will turn away; nor shall he greatly increase silver and gold for himself. 18"Now it shall come about when he sits on the throne of his kingdom, he shall write for himself a copy of this law on a scroll in the presence of the Levitical priests.  19"It shall be with him and he shall read it all the days of his life, that he may learn to fear the LORD his God, by carefully observing all the words of this law and these statutes, 20that his heart may not be lifted up above his countrymen and that he may not turn aside from the commandment, to the right or the left, so that he and his sons may continue long in his kingdom in the midst of Israel.’ 

So, one from your own countrymen, he shall not have a huge army or go to Egypt, read the world, for help, he is not to marry loads of women (I’ll explain that in a moment) and he must not increase wealth himself. He should know the law and keep it.  Quite a task and very specific in detail - so did Jesus fulfil all these criteria?

Your own countrymen:
The King shall be someone ‘from your own countrymen’ – tick against that one, Jesus is a Jew and has the pedigree to prove it – Matthew 1: 1 – 17. 
Selected by God:
The King will be the person that God chooses – how did that work out in Israel’s history? By having a prophet whom the Lord commissioned to anoint the King and proclaim the King. 
Every king of Israel had a prophet – the prophet was more powerful than the King, because the prophet spoke on behalf of God. 
Look for a moment at the selection and anointing of King David by the prophet Samuel in – 
1 Samuel 16: 12, 13 NASB

David Anointed

‘ 12So he sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, with beautiful eyes and a handsome appearance And the LORD said, "Arise, anoint him; for this is he."  13Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the midst of his brothers; and the Spirit of the LORD came mightily upon David from that day forward.’

Selected by God, anointed by the prophet, filled with the Spirit of the Lord.

The titles Messiah (Hebrew) or Christ (Greek) mean ‘the anointed One’ the One chosen by God to be King. 
So how did Jesus fulfil this part – who was His prophet?

Enter His cousin – John the Baptiser. No king is legitimate unless a prophet anoints him. So if Jesus is going to be a legitimate King fulfilling the requirement of Deuteronomy 17, there has to be a prophet sent from God to show that the King’s selection and anointing comes from God.  

This is why John the Baptist was given such a place of prominence in the gospels – he was the one chosen to anoint Jesus as King.

He is given this position of prominence in order that Jesus will fulfil Deuteronomy 17. This took place at the baptism of Jesus – this was the time when the prophet said ‘This is the King’.
Matthew 3:11, 13 – 16 NASB
‘11"As for me, I baptize you with water for repentance, but He who is coming after me is mightier than I, and I am not fit to remove His sandals; He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 

The Baptism of Jesus
 13Then Jesus arrived from Galilee at the Jordan coming to John, to be baptized by him.  14But John tried to prevent Him, saying, "I have need to be baptized by You, and do You come to me?"  15But Jesus answering said to him, "Permit it at this time; for in this way it is fitting for us to fulfil all righteousness." Then he permitted Him. 16After being baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water; and behold, the heavens were opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending as a dove and lighting on Him’
So it was at the baptism of Jesus when John said ‘I can’t do this You are too great’ the attestation of the King took place, and the anointing was not with oil but with the Holy Spirit Himself and the attestation, the verification and confirmation,  of His Kingship came from His Father in heaven. 
John did not actually say a word – the Father Himself spoke –

Matthew 3:16-17 NASB
‘16After being baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water; and behold, the heavens were opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending as a dove and lighting on Him, 17and behold, a voice out of the heavens said, "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased."’ 

That is the point at which Jesus was attested and proclaimed for all to see that He was indeed the promised Messiah, the Christ, the Anointed One, and the King of the Jews. 
So what else did He have to do – 

He shall not multiply horses or wives:

Egypt bred horses, they were famous for them, if you wanted a good horse, Egypt was the place to go – but this is a euphemism for not seeking outside help – don’t go down to Egypt – scripture for that -

Isaiah 31:1 
Woe to Those Who Rely on Egypt

‘Woe to those who go down to Egypt for help, who rely on horses, who trust in the multitude of their chariots and in the great strength of their horsemen, but do not look to the Holy One of Israel, or seek help from the LORD.’

Jesus so fulfilled this – 

Zechariah 9:9 NASB

9Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!
         Shout in triumph, O daughter of Jerusalem!
         Behold, your king is coming to you;
         He is just and endowed with salvation,
         Humble, and mounted on a donkey,
         Even on a colt, the foal of a donkey.

The triumphal entry –

Matthew 21:5 NIV

"Say to the Daughter of Zion, 'See, your king comes to you, gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.' 
Jesus enters Jerusalem on a donkey, a donkey has no strength of its own, not a horse, a donkey. Hosanna, they cry...  
God wanted Israel's king to have an army but the king was to be dependent upon Him, not upon outside assistance so the king was forbidden to seek help from other countries in whatever form.  God was the One who fought Israel's battles – this is the reason why Jesus always made it clear that He did nothing on His own authority, but only what He saw the Father doing. 
He was fulfilling another part of the law of kingship. 
He was utterly dependent in His humanity upon His Father in heaven, just as every king had to be. He never used His own wisdom either –
John 5:30 AMP

‘30I am able to do nothing from Myself [independently, of My own accord--but only as I am taught by God and as I get His orders]. Even as I hear, I judge [I decide as I am bidden to decide. As the voice comes to Me, so I give a decision], and My judgment is right (just, righteous), because I do not seek or consult My own will [I have no desire to do what is pleasing to Myself, My own aim, My own purpose] but only the will and pleasure of the Father Who sent Me.’

He shall not multiply wives:
But what about this bit about multiplying wives?

Jesus surely did not do that, but what does it mean exactly? 

In the ancient world if you were a king and you wanted to make peace with the king of a neighbouring country, you would make a treaty to keep the peace in your own country. It was common to marry one of the king’s daughters to ratify the agreement – you didn’t love her, you married her to keep the peace, hence Solomon ends up with 200-300 hundred wives because he was a man of peace and that was the way he managed it – he married the daughters of the kings surrounding his own country and kept the peace – it is never recorded that he went to war! It also, incidentally, took him away from God because he followed and worshipped the pagan gods his wives worshipped and like Deuteronomy warns his ‘heart was turned away’.

So Jesus fulfils that one to the letter – He never made any alliances, He would not have any relationship with things that were wrong, He was there as God’s King and God’s King only.

Silver and gold...

He had no money. He relied on His Father and tells His disciples to do the same. 

Luke 22:35 NASB

‘35And He said to them, "When I sent you out without money belt and bag and sandals, you did not lack anything, did you?" They said, "No, nothing."’

And -
Matthew 17:24-27 NASB

The Tribute Money

‘ 24When they came to Capernaum, those who collected the two-drachma tax came to Peter and said, "Does your teacher not pay the two-drachma tax?"  25He said, "Yes." And when he came into the house, Jesus spoke to him first, saying, "What do you think, Simon? From whom do the kings of the earth collect customs or poll-tax, from their sons or from strangers?"  26When Peter said, "From strangers," Jesus said to him, "Then the sons are exempt.  27"However, so that we do not offend them, go to the sea and throw in a hook, and take the first fish that comes up; and when you open its mouth, you will find a shekel. Take that and give it to them for you and Me."’

He fulfils all of this.

Deuteronomy 17:18 –

He shall live by the law of the Lord. Jesus fulfilled this – at age 12 He was found in the temple arguing with the priests.

Luke 2:46 NASB

‘ 46Then, after three days they found Him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the teachers, both listening to them and asking them questions.’
And this – Deuteronomy 17 fulfilled to the letter – Jesus is undisputed King and He is King for ever.

The Kingmakers – the Magi – the angels and shepherds all testified to the fact that He was King.  John the Baptist named Him, God attested or witnessed to it, and the Holy Spirit came on Him. 
But there was another thing a King had; he had to have a sceptre of power, which was like a rod which they held. 

Jesus wasn’t given a rod; He was given the Power of God upon His life – the real thing! Everything He did proclaimed His kingship through the power God put within Him. 
Isaiah 42:1, 2 NASB

1"Behold, My Servant, whom I uphold;
         My chosen one in whom My soul delights 
         I have put My Spirit upon Him;
         He will bring forth justice to the nations. 
    2"He will not cry out or raise His voice,
         Nor make His voice heard in the street.
Verse 2 means He will not go about saying ‘I’m the King, come and join Me’.  Jesus was always careful to stop people when they were about to proclaim Him as King, He would have nothing to do with it – He knew He wasn’t there primarily as their King, but as their Saviour. 
John 6:15 NASB
‘ 15So Jesus, perceiving that they were intending to come and take Him by force to make Him king, withdrew again to the mountain by Himself alone.’

Thus He fulfilled Isaiah 42:2 – they saw the miracles prophesied –

Isaiah 42:6 NASB

    7To open blind eyes,
         To bring out prisoners from the dungeon
         And those who dwell in darkness from the prison.
So they were crying out ‘You’re the King’ and Jesus responds, ‘don’t tell anyone...’ – this is the demonstration of the sceptre of power, opening blind eyes, setting prisoners free – these are the signs that will accompany the King and they knew it.
Isaiah 35:5, 6 NASB
 5Then the eyes of the blind will be opened
         And the ears of the deaf will be unstopped. 
    6Then the lame will leap like a deer,
         And the tongue of the mute will shout for joy 
         For waters will break forth in the wilderness
         And streams in the Arabah.
Here is the sceptre of the King, signs and wonders, ears opened, eyes opened, lame, dumb healed, these are the signs that accompany His Kingship. 

Look at John the Baptist’s moment of questioning which looks on the surface as though John isn’t sure if Jesus is the One, but that isn’t the issue as Jesus makes clear -
 Matthew 11:2-5 NASB

‘2Now when John, while imprisoned, heard of the works of Christ, he sent word by his disciples  3and said to Him, "Are You the Expected One, or shall we look for someone else?"  4Jesus answered and said to them, "Go and report to John what you hear and see:  5the BLIND RECEIVE SIGHT and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the POOR HAVE THE GOSPEL PREACHED TO THEM.’

John is questioning here what Jesus is doing. John was expecting the King, and the King he was expecting was going to release the Jews from Roman occupation, so he’s saying, ‘get with the programme Jesus, where is the liberation...’ and Jesus replies with Isaiah 35 – the sceptre of power of the King. He doesn’t say He is King, the only time He did that was before Caiaphas as we saw earlier, He simply points to the evidence, ‘Yes, John, I'm the One’ but I am working to a different agenda.  

‘He will not raise His voice in the streets’; He isn’t trying to get a following. ‘The signs that I perform are the testimony that I am the One’. The priests knew Who He was they had never had to put Leviticus 14 into operation before because a Jew had never been healed of leprosy – they had never had to do it. I won’t stop now but you can see it for yourself, makes interesting reading, the only person who had been healed of leprosy was Naaman, the Syrian, 2 Kings 5, and the priests knew it. Every one of those priests knew that Jesus was King. Everything He did was filled with Kingship.
They knew it when they put Him on the cross, and the people knew it.

Luke 4:33-35 NASB
‘33In the synagogue there was a man possessed by the spirit of an unclean demon, and he cried out with a loud voice,  34"Let us alone! What business do we have with each other, Jesus of Nazareth? Have You come to destroy us? I know who You are--the Holy One of God!"’

The people knew, the priests knew and the demons knew.
Let’s see some other things about kingship. We are most blessed because we have a Monarchy, a Royal Family and we can look at to see some patterns or types that relate well to Jesus’ Kingship.

Names:

You will have noticed that in the Old Testament, Kings names were often changed when they came to the throne. In our own country King George the VI’s real name was Bertram, he was known as Bertie in the family, but when he ascended to the throne, he became George the 6th.  He wasn’t called King Bertie!

In the ancient world every king had two names, they had a personal name and they had a royal name.

2 Samuel 12:24,25 NASB 

‘24Then David comforted his wife Bathsheba, and went in to her and lay with her; and she gave birth to a son, and he named him Solomon. Now the LORD loved him 25and sent word through Nathan the prophet, and he named him Jedidiah for the LORD'S sake.’

Jedidiah means beloved of the Lord.  So Solomon had two names. 

A few more for you to look up yourself:

2 Kings 23:34 -  Pharaoh Neco turned his name from Eliakim to Jehoiakim.

2 Kings 24:17 –  the king of Babylon makes Mattaniah, Jehoiachin's uncle, king in his stead and changes his name to Zedekiah.
And of course the classic one the king of Babylon renames Daniel and his friends, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. 

So name changing was quite common in the ancient world.

The important thing for us in this study is the question – does Jesus have two names and if so where do we see this?

Mary and Joseph were told to call His name Jesus because he would Yeshua (save) His people from their sins. But Revelation 19: 11, 12 shows us He has a new, Kingly name that no-one but He knows –

Revelation 19: 11, 12 NASB

The Coming of Christ

‘ 11And I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse, and He who sat on it is called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and wages war.  12His eyes are a flame of fire, and on His head are many diadems; and He has a name written on Him which no one knows except Himself.’ 
So here is Jesus Kingly name which is kept secret from us at the moment.
We are kings, Jesus had made us both kings and priests and it is incorrect to refer to us as ‘princes’ and ‘princesses’. 
A king may have sons and daughters who have that title, but we are children, heirs of the King of Kings, that makes us Kings...not princes or princesses.

Revelation 5:10 NASB

‘10"You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to our God; and they will reign upon the earth."’
It is time we understood our Royal inheritance beloved. We are not ordinary people. We will rule and reign upon the earth during the Millennium and this time now is our training ground – do not let us waste the time which we have been given. 

Do we have a new name?

Yes indeed we do.

Revelation 2:17 NASB

‘17'He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches To him who overcomes, to him I will give some of the hidden manna, and I will give him a white stone, and a new name written on the stone which no one knows but he who receives it.'’
Such promises!
The white stone incidentally means you have been found not guilty, there is no charge to answer because Jesus has taken the punishment for your crimes. In the ancient world again, when you were doing to trial the jurors would be given two stones, one white and one black and by this they would vote for or against you at the end of the trial. Jesus has voted for you – there is no charge to answer, you go free. Halleluiah! So you too, as a king, have a new name waiting for you. 

Lastly then, titles.

Titles:

If you know much about the Monarchy you will know that the present Queen holds many titles, Empress of India – not sure if she is still this, Queen of Great Britain and Ireland, and these titles describe either their dominion or something about their character. Our present Queen has one ‘Defender of the faith’ – and it describes one of her roles. Wikipedia says this -
Her Majesty Elizabeth the Second, by the Grace of God, of Great Britain, Ireland and the British Dominions beyond the Seas Queen, Defender of the Faith, Duchess of Edinburgh, Countess of Merioneth, Baroness Greenwich, Duke of Lancaster, Lord of Mann... And so on...

But what we are interested in are the titles of our King –

Revelation 19:11, 13 - 16 NASB

‘ 11And I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse, and He who sat on it is called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and wages war.’
13He is clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of God.  14And the armies which are in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, were following Him on white horses. 15From His mouth comes a sharp sword, so that with it He may strike down the nations, and He will rule them with a rod of iron; and He treads the wine press of the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty. 16And on His robe and on His thigh He has a name written, "KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS."’
Today Jesus is enthroned in the heavens, today we are in days of grace, today we know Him as King but no-one else knows Him as King, but the day is coming when the next phase will begin, He will catch the Bride up to be with Him and we shall view everything from a heavenly perspective. 

He shall rule, He shall tread the winepress of the wrath of God, He shall put an end to the Beast and the political system which is to come during the Great Tribulation. He shall reign victoriously – the blessed and only Potentate and every eye will see Him and every tongue will confess that He is Lord. 

Our future is not only fantastic, but it is assured. 
Everything will be under His dominion – all things will be made new, glory to His Name. 

Revelation 21:5 – 6 NASB

‘5And He who sits on the throne said, "Behold, I am making all things new " And He said, "Write, for these words are faithful and true."  6Then He said to me, "It is done I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end I will give to the one who thirsts from the spring of the water of life without cost.’

Amen, nevertheless, come Lord Jesus.

Thanks for listening, it’s been a marathon but I do hope you enjoyed it as much as I enjoyed preparing it. 

Next time, ‘Identity and Inheritance’.
God bless you. 
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