Passing the Baton Series III No.37

‘Yeshua HaMashiach’
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‘In the scroll of the book it is written of Me...’ Hebrews 10:7
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This is the second in the series of three on the Majesty and Supremacy of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
In March we looked at Jesus Christ as King of kings and Lord of lords.

This month we are looking at Yeshua HaMashiach, Jesus the Messiah, and in July, to complete the trilogy, we will be looking at ‘Jesus the Man’.  
In looking at ‘Yeshua HaMashiach’ we are exploring Christianity from the Jewish perspective; try to keep this in mind as we go through.

For example, there has been a lot of confusion over the terms the ‘Kingdom of Heaven’ and the ‘Kingdom of God’, in the gospels of Matthew and Luke, because as Gentile believers we have not understood the prevailing culture of Jesus’ time – many books have been written trying to explain the difference. 

The ‘Kingdom of Heaven’, which Matthew uses, is a veiled reference to God; it was used by the Jewish people instead of using the name of God, because they did not want to misuse the Name in accordance with the commandment in –
Exodus 20:7

‘ 7"You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will not leave him unpunished who takes His name in vain.’ 
Luke however, more Greek in his outlook, is not afraid to use the term, ‘Kingdom of God’. 
Even today Messianic believers will use G-d instead of writing God, because they do not want to break the commandment to not take the name of their God in vain.

Jesus, following the practice of the Jews of His time would have have used the term – Malkhut Shamayim - Malkhut which means kingdom, Shamayim, of heaven. 

Jesus was a Jewish man in a Jewish culture.
Much ink has been spilt trying to explain this! Both terms mean precisely the same, one Greek, one Hebrew both are saying ‘the Kingdom of God’ it is no more difficult than that. 
What Jesus was talking about when He spoke of the Kingdom of Heaven was God’s present, dynamic, reality, which was breaking out on the earth because Yeshua HaMashiach had come. 
The long awaited King and Saviour of the Jewish nation had arrived; He was saying I am here to establish My Kingdom in your hearts and lives. 
We maybe need to rethink the gospel as we give it – today we talk about the need to go to heaven when you die, eternal security, but that is not the message that Jesus came preaching – He came to tell us to have a rethink – repent – for His Kingdom had come.

A Kingdom where He was King and His mandate was to set the captives free.  He did not go around saying ‘believe in Me and you will go to heaven’ – He went around doing good, healing people, casting out demons, raising the dead and teaching about the Kingdom – our mandate is exactly the same. 
So when Jesus talks about the Kingdom of heaven, He is saying the King has arrived and He is reigning and ruling now and blessed are you if you get in on the action!
If the Lord will we will look at this in next month’s study which is entitled ‘When heaven comes down’ where we will examine how Jesus establishes the Kingdom in us, as we ask for and submit to it when we pray the Lord’s Prayer.
As far back as Genesis 3:15 God promised a Saviour for mankind –

15And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her seed; He shall bruise you on the head, and you shall bruise him on the heel."
In Genesis 12 we see God’s calling out of a man who would found a nation which would be His peculiar treasure. A nation who would represent Who God was and be a light to the nations around them –

Genesis 12:1 – 3 NASB
1Now the LORD said to Abram, "Go forth from your country, and from your relatives and from your father's house, to the land which I will show you; 2and I will make you a great nation and I will bless you, and make your name great; and so you shall be a blessing; 3and I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse and in you all the families of the earth will be blessed."
Through Abraham, God founds the Jewish nation, so we see Paul saying in -
Romans 9:1 – 5 AMP

‘1I AM speaking the truth in Christ. I am not lying; my conscience [enlightened and prompted] by the Holy Spirit bearing witness with me 2that I have bitter grief and incessant anguish in my heart.   3For I could wish that I myself were accursed and cut off and banished from Christ for the sake of my brethren and instead of them, my natural kinsmen and my fellow countrymen. 4For they are Israelites, and to them belong God's adoption [as a nation] and the glorious Presence (Shekinah). With them were the special covenants made, to them was the Law given. To them [the temple] worship was revealed and [God's own] promises announced.  5To them belong the patriarchs, and as far as His natural descent was concerned, from them is the Christ, Who is exalted and supreme over all, God, blessed forever! Amen (so let it be).’
He is saying all this was theirs and they did not recognise Yeshua HaMashiach when He came – indeed God had to knock Paul himself off of his horse in order to get his attention about  Who Jesus really was –
Acts 26:14

14"And when we had all fallen to the ground, I heard a voice saying to me in the Hebrew dialect, 'Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me? It is hard for you to kick against the goads.'
Jesus was a Jew and He still is a Jew. He came to His own, and His own knew Him not. 

John 1:11  NASB

 11He came to His own, and those who were His own did not receive Him. 
The Blood:
To set this study in the correct place we must first look at the Old Testament sacrificial system and the unchangeable fact that without the shedding of blood, there is no remission of sin. Without the blood being shed, we are not saved, we have no salvation, and we have no atonement for our sin.
Some years ago a little tract fell into my hands headed – 
‘A Hebrew’s search for the blood of Atonement’ - and it said this:

‘In the spring of 1898 I was holding some Gospel meetings in San Francisco, and several times addressed the Jews attending a ‘Mission to Israel’. On one occasion, having concluded my discourse, the meeting was thrown open for discussion with any Hebrews who desired to ask questions or state difficulties, as also for any who had been brought to Christ to relate their conversions.

The experience of one elderly Jew interested me greatly, and as nearly as I can, I give his remarks in his own words, though not attempting to preserve the inimitable Hebrew-English dialect. He said -
“This is Passover week among you, my Jewish brethren, and as I sat here I was thinking how you will be observing it. You will have put away all leaven from your houses; you will eat the ‘motsah’ (unleavened wafers) and the roasted lamb. You will attend the synagogue services, and carry out the ritual and directions of the Talmud: but you forget, my brethren that you have everything but that which Jehovah required first of all. He did not say ‘When I see the leaven put away or when I see you eat the motsah, or the lamb, or go to the synagogue’ but His Word was ‘When I see the blood, I will Pass over you’. Ah, my brethren, you can substitute nothing for this. You must have blood, blood, BLOOD!’”

As he reiterated this word with ever increasing emphasis, his black eyes flashed warningly, and his Jewish hearers quailed before him.

‘Blood!’ It is an awful word that, for one who reveres the ancient oracle and yet has no sacrifice. Turn where he will in the Book, the blood meets him, but let him seek as he may, he cannot find it in the Judaism of the present.”

After a moment’s pause, the patriarchal old man went on somewhat as follows:-

“I was born in Palestine, nearly seventy years ago. As a child I was taught to read the Law, the Psalms, and the Prophets. I early attended the synagogue and learned Hebrew from the Rabbis. At first I believed what I was told, that ours was the true and only religion, but as I grew older and studied the Law more intently, I was struck by the place the blood had in all the ceremonies outlined there, and equally struck by its utter absence in the ritual to which I was brought up.
Again and again I read Exodus 12 and Leviticus 16,17 and the latter chapters especially made me tremble, as I thought of the great Day of Atonement and the place the blood had there. Day and night one verse would ring in my ears ‘It is the BLOOD that makes atonement for the soul!” I knew I had broken the Law. I needed atonement. Year after year, on that day, I beat my breast as I confessed my need of it, but it was to be made by blood and there was no blood!
In my distress, at last, I opened my heart to a learned and venerable Rabbi. He told me that God was angry with His people. Jerusalem was in the hands of the Gentiles, the temple was destroyed, and a Mohammedan mosque was reared up in its place. The only spot on earth where we dare shed the blood of sacrifice, in accordance with Deuteronomy 12 and Leviticus 17 was desecrated, and our nation scattered. That was why there was no blood. God had Himself closed the way to carry out the solemn service of the Great Day of Atonement. Now, we must turn to the Talmud and rest on its instruction, and trust in the mercy of God and the merits of the fathers.
I tried to be satisfied, but could not. Something seemed to say that the Law was unaltered, even though our temple was destroyed. Nothing else but blood could atone for the soul. We dared not shed blood for the Atonement elsewhere than in the place the Lord had chosen - then we were left without atonement at all?

This thought filled me with horror. In my distress I consulted many other Rabbis. I had but one great question - Where can I find the blood of atonement?
I was over thirty years of age when I left Palestine and came to Constantinople, with my still unanswered question ever before my mind, and my soul exceedingly troubled about my sins.

One night I was walking down one of the narrow streets of that city, when I saw a sign telling me of a meeting for Jews. Curiosity led me to open the door and go in. Just as I took a seat I heard a man say ‘The blood of Jesus Christ His Son, cleanses us from all sin’. It was my first introduction to Christianity, but I listened breathlessly as the speaker told how God had declared that ‘without the shedding of blood there is no remission’ but that He had given His only begotten Son, the Lamb of God, to die and all who trusted in His blood were forgiven all their iniquities. This was the Messiah of the fifty-third of Isaiah: this was the Sufferer of Psalm 22. Ah, my brethren, I had found the blood of atonement at last. I trusted it, and now I love to read the New Testament and see how all the shadows of the Law are fulfilled in Jesus. His blood has been shed for sinners. It has satisfied God, and it is the only means of salvation for either Jew or Gentile.”

The importance of the blood.
Blood and covenants form a lattice work throughout the Bible.  

Blood is spoken about from Genesis to Revelation -
Genesis 2:16 – 17

16The LORD God commanded the man, saying, "From any tree of the garden you may eat freely;  17but from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat from it you will surely die." 
Revelation 19:11  

‘And He (Jesus) is clothed with a vesture dipped in blood.’

In Genesis 1 and 2 - there is no mention of blood – His work was perfect, it is in Genesis 3 that man loses his relationship with God as a result of his disobedience. 
The literal translation from the Hebrew here in Genesis 2 is ‘in dying you will die’ that is, if you eat from this tree Adam, in dying spiritually, you will not only be cut off from Me spiritually, but that dislocation will cause you to die physically – in dying, you will die. Cut off from the tree, the branch cannot survive it begins to wither and die...I am warning you Adam, do not eat of this tree. 

And somewhere in the Garden of Eden, this erstwhile paradise, the Lord took an innocent animal, and before the eyes of Adam and his wife, He slew it, and as its knees buckled as the life drained from it, and the ground drank up its innocent blood, Adam and Eve would have become aware of the appalling thing they had done...  

Through the slaughter of an innocent animal, God made coats of skin and covered their shame and nakedness.  

This is the first sacrifice and it was offered by the hand of Almighty God Himself.  

When Adam saw the gasping, spent, life of that innocent creature, and when he saw the crimson stain which soiled the ground, it was his first experience of knowing what it meant to die because of sin.  So the story of sacrifice and atonement begins and unfolds throughout the word of God.  

Blood, from this time on was necessary to restore man’s relationship with God – without the shedding of blood; there is no remission of sin.

Hebrews 9:22 KJV

22And almost all things are by the law purged with blood; and without shedding of blood is no remission.
This river of blood courses through the bible: 

Revelation 5:6 NASB

‘6And I saw between the throne (with the four living creatures) and the elders a Lamb standing, as if slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God, sent out into all the earth.’
A Lamb as though slain – a lamb prepared to be sacrificed.  A lamb Who is sacrificial in its nature.  

Only through the shed blood of Jesus do we come back into relationship and fellowship with God; what was true for Adam is true for us, we cannot cover our own sin, only God’s perfect sacrifice can do that.  Jesus.
Lord, why the blood?

Leviticus 17:11 NASB
‘11'For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it to you on the altar to make atonement for your souls; for it is the blood by reason of the life that makes atonement.'
The moment Adam was cut off from God, decay started in his body, mind and emotions and the end result was physical death.  
He had separated from God who is Eternal Life.  

Death cannot have any relationship with Life unless something is done about the death.  

Life has to be injected into that dead thing.  For God and man to communicate, LIFE has to be injected in – and the life is in the blood.    

Leviticus 17:11 NASB 

 ‘11'For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it to you on the altar to make atonement for your souls; for it is the blood by reason of the life that makes atonement.' 

The life of the flesh is in the blood.  
Blood is the only thing that can cause any agreement between God and man.  

The bible is not squeamish about the blood.  

The emphasis is on the blood continuously.  

The life of the flesh is in the blood and I have given it to you.
Life belongs to God; it is His to give and His to take – if you have any questions about the rights and wrongs of euthanasia, here is the answer, the life belongs to God.
Romans 5:12 NASB

‘12Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men, because all sinned’
‘As by one man sin entered the world, and death through sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned…’  

Adam’s sin does not seem to be terribly great from man’s perspective - all he did was take a bite of some fruit...  

Adam’s sin was serious in that the fruit was of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, of which God said that he was not to eat, under penalty of death.  
The tree was placed in the centre of the garden, together with the tree of life, to test Adam’s obedience to God’s command. 

The command was given before Eve was created -
Genesis 2:15 – 18 NIV
‘15 The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it. 16 And the LORD God commanded the man, "You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; 17 but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die."  18 The LORD God said, "It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for him."’
Up to this time Adam was morally innocent, when he sinned, he by nature became a sinner, as such he died.  He died spiritually immediately and began to die physically – death was at work in him. 
Adam is the ‘federal head’ of the human race, from whom every other man came – we are all descended from him.  

Like begets like.  Apples beget apples.  Dogs beget dogs.  Human beings beget human beings.  Since Adam became a sinner before Eve conceived a child, every human being descended from him is a sinner just like him, with one exception – the Lord Jesus Christ.  

Because of Adam’s sin, death entered into the human race.  This was a literal Adam, who literally fell, he deliberately sinned whereas Eve was deceived – ‘the serpent deceived me’, some versions say beguiled me, ‘and I ate’ – literally ‘the serpent caused me to forget’; he caused her to forget God’s warning through Adam.  

Let’s look again at what God does as a result of Adam’s sin -

Genesis 3:21 NASB
‘21The LORD God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife, and clothed them.’ 
God makes the point to Adam and his wife that in dying spiritually, they will die physically – sin has a penalty and that penalty is death.
This is the first time blood was shed on the earth for the sin of mankind. 

The only thing that can overcome death is life and here the Father points to the sacrificial death of His Son, whose blood carries Eternal Life, which will give that Eternal Life to everyone who believes.

Romans 6:23 NIV

‘For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.’
God was showing them the way that man must now approach Him – through the shedding of innocent blood – sin has a penalty and that penalty is death – something or someone must die to atone for sin...something or someone must pay the price to restore the fellowship God desires. 
The first result of the fall we are told, is that Cain rises up in anger against his brother Abel and murders him -

Genesis 4:1 - 11 NIV

1 Adam lay with his wife Eve, and she became pregnant and gave birth to Cain. She said, "With the help of the LORD I have brought forth a man." 2 Later she gave birth to his brother Abel.  Now Abel kept flocks, and Cain worked the soil. 3 In the course of time Cain brought some of the fruits of the soil as an offering to the LORD. 4 But Abel brought fat portions from some of the firstborn of his flock. The LORD looked with favor on Abel and his offering, 5 but on Cain and his offering he did not look with favor. So Cain was very angry, and his face was downcast.  6 Then the LORD said to Cain, "Why are you angry? Why is your face downcast? 7 If you do what is right, will you not be accepted? But if you do not do what is right, sin is crouching at your door; it desires to have you, but you must master it."  8 Now Cain said to his brother Abel, "Let's go out to the field." And while they were in the field, Cain attacked his brother Abel and killed him.  9 Then the LORD said to Cain, "Where is your brother Abel?"  "I don't know," he replied. "Am I my brother's keeper?" 10 The LORD said, "What have you done? Listen! Your brother's blood cries out to me from the ground. 11 Now you are under a curse and driven from the ground, which opened its mouth to receive your brother's blood from your hand. 

Cain, furious at God’s spurning of his offering of the fruit of the field slits Abel’s throat and the ground soaks up his blood – ‘You want blood, have this...’ as a result the very blood cries out from the ground.  
But the blood of Jesus speaks of better things.
Hebrews 12:24 NIV

‘the (sprinkled)blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel’.

The blood of Abel cried out for revenge, but the blood of Jesus speaks forgiveness. Both fell to the ground but with a totally different result.
So from Genesis to Revelation we see that without the blood, there is no remission that is no release, from the debt of sin – by the death of Jesus on the Cross, the debt, the price, is paid.  The penalty for sin – is death. 
In the Old Testament the animal chosen to be sacrificed was innocent but bore the sin of man – it did not become sinful itself, it stood in the stead, in the place of, the sinner...there would be another One slain from before the foundation of the world –
Revelation 13:8 NKJV
‘8 All who dwell on the earth will worship him, whose names have not been written in the Book of Life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.’ 
John 1:29 NASB

"Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!
Through the blood God showed how dreadful sin was so far as He was concerned. God cannot stand the sight of sin; He is too pure to look upon it - that is the point of the blood.  Jesus blood has bought salvation for everyone who will receive it. Jesus blood has brought us back into relationship with God and we are eternally secure.
Sin is dealt with by the blood of the Lamb of God – the sin problem has been solved.
What this means for us is that when we get things wrong, when we mess up, we can always point to the blood.
1 John 1:9 NKJV

‘9If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.’

As Gentiles, most of us do not properly understand the heritage of our salvation – and the price that was paid for us. 
Hebrews 9:22 NKJV

‘22 And according to the law almost all things are purified with blood, and without shedding of blood there is no remission.’
The book of Hebrews is a wonderful exposition on the Old and New Covenants and how Jesus blood is ‘much more’ effective than the blood of bulls and goats – if we are to understand the fullness of our salvation and freedom in Christ, a detailed study of this book, which we cannot undertake now, is essential. 
Written to Jewish believers, the writer details the difference between the Old Testament sacrificial system and the atoning work of Jesus on the cross, emphasising continually the pre-eminence of the blood of Jesus, which is superior in every respect. 
Hebrews 9:1 – 12 NASB 
The Old and the New
‘1Now even the first covenant had regulations of divine worship and the earthly sanctuary.  2For there was a tabernacle prepared, the outer one, in which were the lampstand and the table and the sacred bread; this is called the holy place.  3Behind the second veil there was a tabernacle which is called the Holy of Holies, 4having a golden altar of incense and the ark of the covenant covered on all sides with gold, in which was a golden jar holding the manna, and Aaron's rod which budded, and the tables of the covenant;  5and above it were the cherubim of glory overshadowing the mercy seat; but of these things we cannot now speak in detail. 6Now when these things have been so prepared, the priests are continually entering the outer tabernacle performing the divine worship, 7but into the second, only the high priest enters once a year, not without taking blood, which he offers for himself and for the sins of the people committed in ignorance. 11But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things to come, He entered through the greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this creation;  12and not through the blood of goats and calves, but through His own blood, He entered the holy place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption. 
When Mary sees Jesus in the Garden He had not yet presented His blood to the Father, so He tells her not to touch Him –

John 20:10 – 16 NKJV

‘11 But Mary stood outside by the tomb weeping, and as she wept she stooped down and looked into the tomb. 12 And she saw two angels in white sitting, one at the head and the other at the feet, where the body of Jesus had lain. 13 Then they said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” 
She said to them, “Because they have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid Him.” 14 Now when she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, and did not know that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?” She, supposing Him to be the gardener, said to Him, “Sir, if You have carried Him away, tell me where You have laid Him, and I will take Him away.” 16 Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to Him, “Rabboni!” (which is to say, Teacher). 17 Jesus said to her, “Do not cling to Me, for I have not yet ascended to My Father; but go to My brethren and say to them, ‘I am ascending to My Father and your Father, and to My God and your God.’”
He had not yet gone into the Heavenly Holy of Holies, to present His blood to the Father as the final, all encompassing sacrifice which is eternally sufficient – so He says to her ‘do not cling to Me, for  have not yet ascended to My Father...’
He had not yet ascended to pour out the blood that would put an end to sin forever.
Hebrews 9: 13 – 14
 13For if the blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkling those who have been defiled sanctify for the cleansing of the flesh, 14how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without blemish to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living God? 
A definition of the word atonement is: penitence, expiation, to make amends, punishment, apology compensation, reparation, damages, and recompense – sin makes us debtors – we owe and Jesus pays our debt.
Before we continue I just want to clear up a common error and it revolves around - 

2 Corinthians 5:21 NASB

‘21He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.’

This verse is frequently taught, and indeed in the Amplified Bible it implies this that Jesus became the very essence of sin on the cross, taking on the nature of sin – taken to the ultimate it would imply that Jesus became a child abuser, a homosexual or a murderer on the cross! 

He did not!

This is totally wrong. 
The offering of bulls, goats and lambs was just that, they did not become sin; those innocent animals stood in the place of the sinner, they stood proxy, stand-in, substitute, alternative, replacement, and covered the people’s sin with their blood, just as happened in the Garden of Eden. 
The life of an innocent animal was taken in exchange for the sinner’s freedom.

Paul is speaking here in the second letter to the Corinthian church, to people who understood the sacrificial system. The pagans did the same thing, they were sacrificing all the time to their gods; it is because we are Gentile believers that we do not fully understand what is being said here. 

Jesus had the sin of the world laid upon Him, just as the Priest laid hands on the animal to be sacrificed and by that action the penalty for sin, which was death, was transferred and the price paid, He took the sin of the world - completely. 

Leviticus 16:21 – 22 The Message

20-22 "When Aaron finishes making atonement for the Holy of Holies, the Tent of Meeting, and the Altar, he will bring up the live goat, lay both hands on the live goat's head, and confess all the iniquities of the People of Israel, all their acts of rebellion, all their sins. He will put all the sins on the goat's head and send it off into the wilderness, led out by a man standing by and ready. The goat will carry all their iniquities to an empty wasteland; the man will let him loose out there in the wilderness.
This is the offering of the scapegoat. 
Two goats were chosen, one was sent away into the wilderness, the other was offered as a sacrifice - Jesus fulfilled both.
It is quite clear, therefore, that Jesus did not become sin on the cross, nor did He absorb our sin on the cross as some say, He bore sin away as the offering did in the Old Testament.  However, unlike the Old Testament sacrifice, His blood did not just cover the sinful nature of man, but because it was Eternal in nature, cleansed it and bore it away completely. 

This is so important, because if He became sin, then He was unable to make us clean...the animal had to be without blemish, no broken bones, spotless, if it had a blemish it was not acceptable. He did not ‘become’ sin or He would no longer have been an acceptable sacrifice!

He was the offering for sin, the sinless and spotless Lamb of God; we can only understand this properly if we look at it from the Jewish perspective. 

This is what the Jews were looking for; Yeshua HaMashiach they knew the blood of bulls and goats were only substitutes for the real thing. 
It is very important that we get this clear. 

The Israelites lives were continually sprinkled with the blood of innocent animals in order to keep them in relationship with God – God did not want a distance between Him and His people, but in order for them to be cleansed from sin, the blood had to be shed continually until Jesus came. 

They never sinned deliberately because of what they had to go through if they did.  

The person bringing the offering had to sever the main artery of the animal – you couldn’t hand it over for someone else to do, this was your sin, and you had brought your animal to atone for it. Every heart beat would have been pushing the life out of the body of the animal, splashing everywhere and whilst it was collapsing in front of you, you had to collect as much blood as you could – the colour of everything would have been - blood red.  
We looked earlier at the Hebrew’s search for the blood of Atonement and he referred to Exodus 12 with the instructions regarding the Passover lamb - 
Exodus 12:13-14

‘13 The blood will be a sign for you on the houses where you are; and when I see the blood, I will pass over you. No destructive plague will touch you when I strike Egypt. 14 "This is a day you are to commemorate; for the generations to come you shall celebrate it as a festival to the LORD - a lasting ordinance.’ 

‘When I see the blood I will pass over’ when the Father sees the blood of Jesus, the angel of death passes over us – we will not see death even though we may physically die – we will go straight to be with the Lord.  

Yom Kippur – the Day of Atonement: 
In Exodus 25 God gives Moses precise instructions for the erection of the Tabernacle and the daily sacrifices. These sacrifices were continual, all day every day, but only once a year was the most solemn ceremony - Yom Kippur – the Day of Atonement – for the sins of the people, the High Priest was given precise instructions on how to conduct himself and how to sanctify both himself and the people. 
This is awesome stuff –
Leviticus 16: 1 - 34

The Day of Atonement

‘1 Now the LORD spoke to Moses after the death of the two sons of Aaron, when they offered profane fire before the LORD, and died; 2 and the LORD said to Moses: “Tell Aaron your brother not to come at just any time into the Holy Place inside the veil, before the mercy seat which is on the ark, lest he die; for I will appear in the cloud above the mercy seat.3 “Thus Aaron shall come into the Holy Place: with the blood of a young bull as a sin offering, and of a ram as a burnt offering. 4 He shall put the holy linen tunic and the linen trousers on his body; he shall be girded with a linen sash, and with the linen turban he shall be attired. These are holy garments. Therefore he shall wash his body in water, and put them on. 5 And he shall take from the congregation of the children of Israel two kids of the goats as a sin offering, and one ram as a burnt offering. 6 “Aaron shall offer the bull as a sin offering, which is for himself, and make atonement for himself and for his house. 7 He shall take the two goats and present them before the LORD at the door of the tabernacle of meeting. 8 Then Aaron shall cast lots for the two goats: one lot for the LORD and the other lot for the scapegoat. 9 And Aaron shall bring the goat on which the LORD’s lot fell, and offer it as a sin offering. 10 But the goat on which the lot fell to be the scapegoat shall be presented alive before the LORD, to make atonement upon it, and to let it go as the scapegoat into the wilderness. 11 “And Aaron shall bring the bull of the sin offering, which is for himself, and make atonement for himself and for his house, and shall kill the bull as the sin offering which is for himself. 12 Then he shall take a censer full of burning coals of fire from the altar before the LORD, with his hands full of sweet incense beaten fine, and bring it inside the veil. 13 And he shall put the incense on the fire before the LORD, that the cloud of incense may cover the mercy seat that is on the Testimony, lest he die. 14 He shall take some of the blood of the bull and sprinkle it with his finger on the mercy seat on the east side; and before the mercy seat he shall sprinkle some of the blood with his finger seven times. 15 “Then he shall kill the goat of the sin offering, which is for the people, bring its blood inside the veil, do with that blood as he did with the blood of the bull, and sprinkle it on the mercy seat and before the mercy seat. 16 So he shall make atonement for the Holy Place, because of the uncleanness of the children of Israel, and because of their transgressions, for all their sins; and so he shall do for the tabernacle of meeting which remains among them in the midst of their uncleanness. 17 There shall be no man in the tabernacle of meeting when he goes in to make atonement in the Holy Place, until he comes out, that he may make atonement for himself, for his household, and for all the assembly of Israel. 18 And he shall go out to the altar that is before the LORD, and make atonement for it, and shall take some of the blood of the bull and some of the blood of the goat, and put it on the horns of the altar all around. 19 Then he shall sprinkle some of the blood on it with his finger seven times, cleanse it, and consecrate it from the uncleanness of the children of Israel. 20 “And when he has made an end of atoning for the Holy Place, the tabernacle of meeting, and the altar, he shall bring the live goat. 21 Aaron shall lay both his hands on the head of the live goat, confess over it all the iniquities of the children of Israel, and all their transgressions, concerning all their sins, putting them on the head of the goat, and shall send it away into the wilderness by the hand of a suitable man. 22 The goat shall bear on itself all their iniquities to an uninhabited land; and he shall release the goat in the wilderness. 23 “Then Aaron shall come into the tabernacle of meeting, shall take off the linen garments which he put on when he went into the Holy Place, and shall leave them there. 24 And he shall wash his body with water in a holy place, put on his garments, come out and offer his burnt offering and the burnt offering of the people, and make atonement for himself and for the people. 25 The fat of the sin offering he shall burn on the altar. 26 And he who released the goat as the scapegoat shall wash his clothes and bathe his body in water, and afterward he may come into the camp. 27 The bull for the sin offering and the goat for the sin offering, whose blood was brought in to make atonement in the Holy Place, shall be carried outside the camp. And they shall burn in the fire their skins, their flesh, and their offal. 28 Then he who burns them shall wash his clothes and bathe his body in water, and afterward he may come into the camp. 29 “This shall be a statute forever for you: In the seventh month, on the tenth day of the month, you shall afflict your souls, and do no work at all, whether a native of your own country or a stranger who dwells among you. 30 For on that day the priest shall make atonement for you, to cleanse you, that you may be clean from all your sins before the LORD. 31 It is a Sabbath of solemn rest for you, and you shall afflict your souls. It is a statute forever. 32 And the priest, who is anointed and consecrated to minister as priest in his father’s place, shall make atonement, and put on the linen clothes, the holy garments; 33 then he shall make atonement for the Holy Sanctuary, and he shall make atonement for the tabernacle of meeting and for the altar, and he shall make atonement for the priests and for all the people of the assembly. 34 This shall be an everlasting statute for you, to make atonement for the children of Israel, for all their sins, once a year.” And he did as the LORD commanded Moses.’
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This day was described as a ‘high Sabbath’ and a ‘Holy convocation’.
It lasted from the evening of the 9th Tishri until that of the 10th this year it falls on September 17 from nightfall, to nightfall September 18. 
It is a permanent statute for the nation of Israel and is still kept today – but without the blood.
This was the only day in the year when the High Priest entered the Holy of Holies to sprinkle the Mercy Seat with the blood of the animals specified by God. 
Once a year, on that great day, the Day of Atonement, the High Priest would enter the Holy of Holies with the blood of the innocent animal in a bowl and following carefully prescribed instructions, he would sprinkle the blood on the Mercy Seat, if the blood was acceptable, the people celebrated, and feasted, their sins were forgiven for another year. 
Just in case the sacrifice was not received, they would tie a rope to the High Priest’s ankle so that if he should die before the Mercy Seat they could pull him out for anyone entering the Holy of Holies in an unauthorised way, would die. 
All the time they could hear the bells and the pomegranates tinkling together, they knew that he was moving about and therefore all right, should it go silent, they would know the sacrifice was unacceptable and he had died and would pull him out.  
The seriousness of this day in the Jewish calendar cannot be overestimated – it was the most hallowed day and their lives depended upon it.
The Day of Atonement was a picture, a type, a shadow, of what was to come in the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross, the very Lamb of God Himself, Who poured out His blood for the salvation of many, so He says to Mary –

John 20:17 NKJV 
‘...do not cling to Me I have not yet ascended to My Father....’ 
Jesus was presenting His poured out, sacrificial blood, to the Father in exactly the same way as the High Priest in the Old Testament. The difference is that where the blood of the sacrificed animal covered sin, the blood of Jesus carries it away – as far as the east is from the west, and this blood was sprinkled in the heavenlies. 
The Message bible puts Hebrews 10 like this -
Hebrews 10:1 – 18 The Message
1-10The old plan was only a hint of the good things in the new plan. Since that old "law plan" wasn't complete in itself, it couldn't complete those who followed it. No matter how many sacrifices were offered year after year, they never added up to a complete solution. If they had, the worshipers would have gone merrily on their way, no longer dragged down by their sins. But instead of removing awareness of sin, when those animal sacrifices were repeated over and over they actually heightened awareness and guilt. The plain fact is that bull and goat blood can't get rid of sin. That is what is meant by this prophecy, put in the mouth of Christ: You don't want sacrifices and offerings year after year; you’ve prepared a body for me for a sacrifice. It's not fragrance and smoke from the altar that whet your appetite. So I said, "I'm here to do it your way, O God, the way it's described in your Book."

When he said, "You don't want sacrifices and offerings," he was referring to practices according to the old plan. When he added, "I'm here to do it your way," he set aside the first in order to enact the new plan—God's way—by which we are made fit for God by the once-for-all sacrifice of Jesus. 

 11-18Every priest goes to work at the altar each day, offers the same old sacrifices year in, year out, and never makes a dent in the sin problem. As a priest, Christ made a single sacrifice for sins, and that was it! Then he sat down right beside God and waited for his enemies to cave in. It was a perfect sacrifice by a perfect person to perfect some very imperfect people. By that single offering, he did everything that needed to be done for everyone who takes part in the purifying process.’
The Old Testament sacrifices then were the shadow or type of the sacrifice of Jesus. 

From this you can see the significance of the Hebrew’s search for the blood.

He was still looking, and could find no remission for his sin until He found Jesus, his Messiah. 
Unbelieving Jews are the same today, they rest on the Law and the Talmud, but they remain without blood which would cleanse them...and they know it...they are still waiting for Yeshua HaMashiach because they have not believed in the One whom God sent – they have 2,000 plus years of sin and no sacrifice – they are in a desperate situation.
The blood.

Old Testament saints were saved by believing on the One Who was to come – the Old Testament looks forward to the cross, the New Testament looks back to the cross. 
All the Old Testament commandments were fulfilled in Jesus –

Matthew 5:17 NKJV

‘17 “Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not come to destroy but to fulfil.’

The difference between the Old Covenant and the New Covenant was that Jesus’ blood was sprinkled in the heavenlies, not on earth. 
The visual aid for this was the splitting of the curtain in the Temple at the moment of His death –

Matthew 27: 50-53
‘50 And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice, and yielded up His spirit. 51 Then, behold, the veil of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom; and the earth quaked, and the rocks were split, 52 and the graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised; 53 and coming out of the graves after His resurrection, they went into the holy city and appeared to many.’

Here is the visual aid – the curtain was split in two, the veil of His flesh, the Old Covenant was finished, the sins of the Old Testament which had been covered had now been removed and the Old Testament saints went to be with the Lord.
We must understand the significance of the blood and rejoice in forgiveness of our sin and the power of the blood.
Hebrews 10:4 NASB
4For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins.
But, the blood of Jesus does!  His blood did not just cover sin, He dealt with the sin problem.

Psalm 103:12 NASB

‘12As far as the east is from the west,
         So far has He removed our transgressions from us.’
The continued presence of the blood is the only way to forgiveness.  We stand only on the basis of the shed blood of Jesus – it is totally efficacious and it always avails for us.  
Hebrews 10:18- 22 NASB
18Now where there is forgiveness of these things, there is no longer any offering for sin.  19Therefore, brethren, since we have confidence to enter the holy place by the blood of Jesus,  20by a new and living way which He inaugurated for us through the veil, that is, His flesh,  21and since we have a great priest over the house of God,  22let us draw near with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.’ 
Whatever has the life belongs to God.  Not one soul owns his own life; life is the total monopoly of God.  
Life is on loan to us from God, it is God’s property.  
You can’t put a price on it in money or years – you can’t measure it.  
Life is priceless.  Only one thing of equal value and that is another life - the death of Jesus was bloody, it was horrific and it was sufficient.
Yeshua HaMashiach:

Jesus is the only way to God. The Old Testament scriptures continuously refer to a Man who was coming, who would be Israel’s Saviour – every Jewish mother hoped that she would be the one to bring forth the Messiah, in lighting the Sabbath candle, she is indicating that perhaps it will be her to bring the Light of the World into the world...
As you look at the Messiah in the Old Testament you get two different pictures, that of the glorious King who is coming with power and authority, and the suffering servant. 
We are blessed in that we understand that He has already come the first time as the suffering servant, the Jewish nation however, still looks for the coming of their Messiah the first time, their understanding is darkened –
Romans 11:8 NIV
8as it is written: 
 "God gave them a spirit of stupor, 
 eyes so that they could not see 
 and ears so that they could not hear, 
 to this very day."

One of the names of this Man who was to come was ‘the Messiah’ or in Greek ‘the Christ’. 
There are a number of titles in the Old Testament for this Man, but none of them was His personal name, they represented His ministry or His character. He was called variously –
The Branch

The stem of Jesse

The Son of Man

The Rock

The Cornerstone

The Nail

The Shepherd

Emmanuel 
The Messiah
The branch and the stem –

Isaiah 11:1
‘1Then a shoot will spring from the stem of Jesse, and a branch from his roots will bear fruit.’

Son of Man –

Daniel 7:13

 13"I kept looking in the night visions,
         And behold, with the clouds of heaven
         One like a Son of Man was coming,
         And He came up to the Ancient of Days
         And was presented before Him. 
  
The rock –

Deuteronomy 32:4
 4"The Rock! His work is perfect,
         For all His ways are just;
         A God of faithfulness and without injustice,
         Righteous and upright is He.  
The cornerstone –

Isaiah 28:16
 16Therefore thus says the Lord GOD,
         "Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a tested stone,
         A costly cornerstone for the foundation, firmly placed.
         He who believes in it will not be disturbed. 
The nail –

Isaiah 22:22-23 KJV
22And the key of the house of David will I lay upon his shoulder; so he shall open, and none shall shut; and he shall shut, and none shall open. 23And I will fasten him as a nail in a sure place; and he shall be for a glorious throne to his father's house. 

The shepherd

Psalm 28:9

9Save Your people and bless Your inheritance;
         Be their shepherd also, and carry them forever.
Immanuel – God with us 

Isaiah 7:14

14Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.
The Messiah

All these were titles; the point of them was that when He came, people would recognise who He was and of all these titles, the ‘Messiah’ was the favourite.

Daniel 9:26 - 27
‘26"Then after the sixty-two weeks the Messiah will be cut off and have nothing, and the people of the prince who is to come will destroy the city and the sanctuary And its end will come with a flood; even to the end there will be war; desolations are determined. 27"And he will make a firm covenant with the many for one week, but in the middle of the week he will put a stop to sacrifice and grain offering; and on the wing of abominations will come one who makes desolate, even until a complete destruction, one that is decreed, is poured out on the one who makes desolate." 
This is an end-time prophecy found in the book of Daniel, which takes us from where Daniel was in captivity, right through to the last seven years of Israel's history and is known as the 70th week of Daniel. It is reflected in Matthew 24:15 where Jesus Himself warns of the signs of the end of the age. 
Matthew 24:15 

‘15"Therefore when you see the ABOMINATION OF DESOLATION which was spoken of through Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place (let the reader understand)’
This is a prophecy for Israel, not the church. When the church has been taken out of the world, the Jews will read this and be able to locate exactly where they are in God’s timeframe. So -
At the cross Jesus, the Messiah, was ‘cut of’ in death ‘but not for Himself’ – it was for us and for all who will believe. 
Jesus was called the Messiah, the Anointed One, for a specific reason. He was anointed by God for a purpose – He was anointed to be –
1. A Prophet

2. A Priest

3. A King
The one who would bear the anointing of all three would be King of Israel.
Moses spoke of the Messiah as prophet 1,600 years before Jesus’ birth in -
Deuteronomy 18: 15 and 18-19
‘15"The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from your countrymen, you shall listen to him. 

 18'I will raise up a prophet from among their countrymen like you, and I will put My words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I command him.  19'It shall come about that whoever will not listen to My words which he shall speak in My name, I Myself will require it of him.’ 

King David speaks about Messiah as King and Priest in –
Psalm 110: 1 – 4

1The LORD says to my Lord:
         "Sit at My right hand
         Until I make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet." 
    2The LORD will stretch forth Your strong sceptre from Zion, saying,
         "Rule in the midst of Your enemies." 
    3Your people will volunteer freely in the day of Your power;
         In holy array, from the womb of the dawn,
         Your youth are to You as the dew. 
    4The LORD has sworn and will not change His mind,
         "You are a priest forever
         According to the order of Melchizedek."
And again in –
Zechariah 6:12 – 13

12"Then say to him, 'Thus says the LORD of hosts, "Behold, a man whose name is Branch, for He will branch out from where He is; and He will build the temple of the LORD.  13"Yes, it is He who will build the temple of the LORD, and He who will bear the honour and sit and rule on His throne Thus, He will be a priest on His throne, and the counsel of peace will be between the two offices."' 
Zechariah had built the temple, and verse 12 is talking about the Messiah, the Branch. The throne gives us the picture of Jesus as King as well as Priest. Jesus is Prophet, Priest and King.

Revelation 19:16

‘16And on His robe and on His thigh He has a name written, "KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS."
Jesus is undisputed Ruler and King. 

There are over 330 prophecies about this Person known as Messiah. 
Many came claiming they were the Christ in Jesus time; this is why the Scribes and Pharisees pursued Him, questioning Him constantly about His credentials, trying to trip Him up – but Jesus fulfilled to the letter everything ever spoken of Him. The true Messiah must fulfil every one of these 330 plus prophecies. They were given to the nation of Israel in order that they would be able to identify Messiah when He came, in order that they would know that this really was the One, so we find in -
John 7: 37-43  
‘37Now on the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, "If anyone is thirsty, let him come to Me and drink.  38"He who believes in Me, as the Scripture said, 'From his innermost being will flow rivers of living water.'"  39But this He spoke of the Spirit, whom those who believed in Him were to receive; for the Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.  40Some of the people therefore, when they heard these words, were saying, "This certainly is the Prophet." 41Others were saying, "This is the Christ." Still others were saying, "Surely the Christ is not going to come from Galilee, is He?  42"Has not the Scripture said that the Christ comes from the descendants of David, and from Bethlehem, the village where David was?"  43So a division occurred in the crowd because of Him.’

The people are divided. They were using the scriptures to try to prove whether or not this Man was the long awaited Messiah.  And the scripture they were referring to was –

Micah 5:2

2"But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah,
         Too little to be among the clans of Judah,
         From you One will go forth for Me to be ruler in Israel 
         His goings forth are from long ago,
         From the days of eternity."  
The Person spoken of here is undoubtedly a King and Eternal in nature. 
But the people were divided because they thought Jesus originated from Galilee, not Bethlehem as was prophesied, and according to scripture, the Messiah must come from Bethlehem - so a division occurred between them. You can see from this that the Jews were looking for and expecting the Messiah and had all the information at their fingertips to ensure they got the right Person.
So only one Man could fulfil all these 330 odd prophecies – I can’t deal with all of them, but will split them up into three groups– the first is what I would call His ‘pedigree’ – His ancestry. 
To find this we must look at a number of things the first of which is He had to be fully human, just like us and we find this right at the very beginning in –

Genesis 3:15

‘15And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her seed; He shall bruise you on the head, and you shall bruise him on the heel." 
This man would be born of a woman, a human being and the verse refers to the Virgin birth. 

So first thing, He has to be fully human.
The second thing is He must be of Semitic origin – He must come from the line of Shem, one of Noah’s three sons – you will remember there were Ham, Shem and Japheth.
Genesis 9:26

‘26He also said, “Blessed be the LORD, The God of Shem; And let Canaan be his servant.’

Because He must be a descendant of Abraham, a Jewish man because God says in –

Genesis 12:2 - 3
2And I will make you a great nation,
         And I will bless you,
         And make your name great;
         And so you shall be a blessing; 
    3And I will bless those who bless you,
         And the one who curses you I will curse 
         And in you all the families of the earth will be blessed."
‘And in you all the families of the earth will be blessed’, because from your line Abraham, will come the Saviour of the world. 

So Messiah had to be a Human, and a Jew, a Semitic man.

And He had to be a descendent of Jacob – 

Genesis 26: 4
‘4"I will multiply your descendants as the stars of heaven, and will give your descendants all these lands; and by your descendants all the nations of the earth shall be blessed;’
Tracing the same prophecy again, this time through Jacob –

Jacob had twelve sons, but which one was the one through which Messiah would come?

At the end of Jacob's life, he prophesied over each of his sons and we saw how Reuben disqualified himself from inheriting the ruler’s staff, the sceptre of power, the scripture we want is found in –

Genesis 49:8-12

8"Judah, your brothers shall praise you;
         Your hand shall be on the neck of your enemies;
         Your father's sons shall bow down to you. 
    9"Judah is a lion's whelp;
         From the prey, my son, you have gone up 
         He couches, he lies down as a lion,
         And as a lion, who dares rouse him up? 
    10"The sceptre shall not depart from Judah,
         Nor the ruler's staff from between his feet,
         Until Shiloh comes,
         And to him shall be the obedience of the peoples. 
    11"He ties his foal to the vine,
         And his donkey's colt to the choice vine;
         He washes his garments in wine,
         And his robes in the blood of grapes. 
    12"His eyes are dull from wine,
         And his teeth white from milk.  
And here we see the key scripture that the ‘ruler’s staff shall not depart from Judah, until Shiloh comes’ the sceptre a symbol of rulership, authority and power will not depart from the tribe of Judah until Shiloh comes. This poses the question, Who or what is Shiloh?
Shiloh is a beautifully veiled reference to Jesus. 

Geographically Shiloh was a little town in the district of Ephraim, it was important in Israel's history; it was the place where the Ark and the Tabernacle were established between Joshua who took the land and the prophet Samuel, and at that time Shiloh was the centre of worship in Israel. 
But it is not the place Shiloh which is referred to here, Shiloh means ‘peace’ and Jesus is the Prince of Peace – so this prophecy is saying when ‘Shiloh’ the Prince of Peace, comes you will no longer need any other ruler. 
Jesus embodies the tabernacle, the ark and all the fullness of God and His rule is eternal.

From this we see that Messiah must come from the tribe of Judah.  And from –
Psalm 89:3-4

3"I have made a covenant with My chosen;
         I have sworn to David My servant, 
    4I will establish your seed forever
         And build up your throne to all generations." Selah.
We see that it is through King David particularly, that Messiah will come. 
Psalm 89:35-36

35"Once I have sworn by My holiness;
         I will not lie to David. 
    36"His descendants shall endure forever
         And his throne as the sun before Me.
So Messiah would not only come from the tribe of Judah, but He would also be one of David’s descendants.
And lastly, He would be born of a virgin –

Isaiah 7:14

‘ 14"Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, a virgin will be with child and bear a son, and she will call His name Immanuel.’ 
So Messiah must be fully human, a Jewish man and born of a virgin – unless He fulfilled all three of these, He could not be Yeshua HaMashiach.

Genealogies:

Genealogies, always an interesting study – we find two of these, apparently conflicting in Matthew and Luke.

Matthew 1: 1 – 17

1The record of the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah, the son of David, the son of Abraham:  2Abraham was the father of Isaac, Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers.  3Judah was the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, Perez was the father of Hezron, and Hezron the father of Ram. 4Ram was the father of Amminadab, Amminadab the father of Nahshon, and Nahshon the father of Salmon.  5Salmon was the father of Boaz by Rahab, Boaz was the father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse. 6Jesse was the father of David the king. David was the father of Solomon by Bathsheba who had been the wife of Uriah.  7Solomon was the father of Rehoboam, Rehoboam the father of Abijah, and Abijah the father of Asa.  8Asa was the father of Jehoshaphat, Jehoshaphat the father of Joram, and Joram the father of Uzziah. 9Uzziah was the father of Jotham, Jotham the father of Ahaz, and Ahaz the father of Hezekiah.  10Hezekiah was the father of Manasseh, Manasseh the father of Amon, and Amon the father of Josiah.  11Josiah became the father of Jeconiah and his brothers, at the time of the deportation to Babylon. 12After the deportation to Babylon: Jeconiah became the father of Shealtiel, and Shealtiel the father of Zerubbabel.  13Zerubbabel was the father of Abihud, Abihud the father of Eliakim, and Eliakim the father of Azor. 14Azor was the father of Zadok, Zadok the father of Achim, and Achim the father of Eliud. 15Eliud was the father of Eleazar, Eleazar the father of Matthan, and Matthan the father of Jacob. 16Jacob was the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, by whom Jesus was born, who is called the Messiah.’ 

Here Matthew is dealing with Joseph’s genealogy, which is important for another reason – but the one we really want is Luke because he deals with Mary’s line and the humanity of Jesus. 

Luke 3:23 - 38
23When He began His ministry, Jesus Himself was about thirty years of age, being, as was supposed, the son of Joseph, the son of Eli,  24the son of Matthat, the son of Levi, the son of Melchi, the son of Jannai, the son of Joseph,  25the son of Mattathias, the son of Amos, the son of Nahum, the son of Hesli, the son of Naggai, 26the son of Maath, the son of Mattathias, the son of Semein, the son of Josech, the son of Joda, 27the son of Joanan, the son of Rhesa, the son of Zerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel, the son of Neri,  28the son of Melchi, the son of Addi, the son of Cosam, the son of Elmadam, the son of Er,  29the son of Joshua, the son of Eliezer, the son of Jorim, the son of Matthat, the son of Levi,  30the son of Simeon, the son of Judah, the son of Joseph, the son of Jonam, the son of Eliakim,  31the son of Melea, the son of Menna, the son of Mattatha, the son of Nathan, the son of David, 32the son of Jesse, the son of Obed, the son of Boaz, the son of Salmon, the son of Nahshon,  33the son of Amminadab, the son of Admin, the son of Ram, the son of Hezron, the son of Perez, the son of Judah, 34the son of Jacob, the son of Isaac, the son of Abraham, the son of Terah, the son of Nahor, 35the son of Serug, the son of Reu, the son of Peleg, the son of Heber, the son of Shelah, 36the son of Cainan, the son of Arphaxad, the son of Shem, the son of Noah, the son of Lamech, 37the son of Methuselah, the son of Enoch, the son of Jared, the son of Mahalaleel, the son of Cainan, 38the son of Enosh, the son of Seth, the son of Adam, the son of God. 
The genealogy of Luke carefully takes us backwards to Adam. 
On the other hand, the genealogy of Matthew goes forward from Abraham and concludes that Jesus is indeed the Messiah -
Both Mary and Jesus both came from David’s sons, so they were from David’s ‘line’. 

Mary was descended from Nathan, and Joseph was descended from David’s other son, Solomon.

Jesus was physically descended from Mary – He is therefore totally human and totally Jewish. In the culture of the Jews, you are a Jew if your mother is a Jewess, not if your father is a Jew. 

He inherited nothing physically from Joseph at all. So where does Joseph fit in? Joseph fits in because it was only through the husband that you could come into the legal inheritance of the family – and Jesus was legally the first born. 

As Jesus was not from Joseph physically, to come into His inheritance, Joseph had to adopt Him, which meant he had to do two things –
Firstly, he had to take hold of the boy and name him -
Matthew 1:25
 25but kept her a virgin until she gave birth to a Son; and he called His name Jesus. 

And secondly he had to teach the boy his own trade – Joseph was a carpenter - and that is why Jesus was a carpenter, to fulfil the legal requirements – so Jesus is legally Joseph’s first born son, by adoption.
Matthew 13:55
"Is not this the carpenter's son? Is not His mother called Mary, and His brothers, James and Joseph and Simon and Judas?
So Joseph did the two things that were legally necessary for Jesus to receive Joseph’s inheritance as his adopted son.
The virgin birth – the prophecy concerning the Messiah said that He must be born of a virgin, and we see this in –

Isaiah 7:14
‘14"Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, a virgin will be with child and bear a son, and she will call His name Immanuel.’
So we have the three foundational needs of the Messiah – He will be fully human, He will be Jewish, and He will be born of a virgin.

Though the genealogies are a major sign that Jesus is the Messiah, there were other signs that would point to the fact that the Messiah had come.

Isaiah 29:18-22
‘18On that day the deaf will hear words of a book, And out of their gloom and darkness the eyes of the blind will see. 19The afflicted also will increase their gladness in the LORD, And the needy of mankind will rejoice in the Holy One of Israel.  20For the ruthless will come to an end and the scorner will be finished, Indeed all who are intent on doing evil will be cut off 21Who cause a person to be indicted by a word, And ensnare him who adjudicates at the gate, And defraud the one in the right with meaningless arguments.22Therefore thus says the LORD, who redeemed Abraham, concerning the house of Jacob  "Jacob shall not now be ashamed, nor shall his face now turn pale;’
The prophecy says that when Messiah comes there will be miracles, deaf ears will hear, blind eyes will see and there will be some that will not be ashamed when they see Him – in other words, some will believe He is Yeshua HaMashiach.

Isaiah 35:5 - 6

‘5Then the eyes of the blind will be opened and the ears of the deaf will be unstopped. 6Then the lame will leap like a deer, and the tongue of the mute will shout for joy For waters will break forth in the wilderness and streams in the Arabah.’
These prophecies were saying this is how you will know; signs will follow the Man, Yeshua HaMashiach.
At the end of His life Jesus fulfilled 35 prophecies regarding the Messiah within the space of 72 hours and they were fulfilled exactly according to the scriptures. 
Matthew 27:9

‘9Then that which was spoken through Jeremiah the prophet was fulfilled: "AND THEY TOOK THE THIRTY PIECES OF SILVER, THE PRICE OF THE ONE WHOSE PRICE HAD BEEN SET by the sons of Israel;’
We have what looks like an error here because this scripture is found not in Jeremiah, but in - 
Zechariah 11:12 NASB
‘12I said to them, "If it is good in your sight, give me my wages; but if not, never mind!" So they weighed out thirty shekels of silver as my wages.’
Don’t panic! 
The answer is simple. 
All the Jewish writings were on scrolls; they divided their ‘bible’ into five sections calling the scroll by the first book of the section and the book of Zechariah was found in the scroll of – Jeremiah. Easy when you know the answer - things like this are the reason people say that the bible contradicts itself. If you are getting the bound copy of these notes you will see I have quoted on the front –

‘In the scroll of the book it is written of Me...’ Hebrews 10:7
These things are simple, if you take them from the Jewish standpoint.

The remaining 34 prophecies are found mainly in Psalm 22 and Isaiah 53.
Psalm 22:16
‘16For dogs have surrounded me;
         A band of evildoers has encompassed me;
         They pierced my hands and my feet.’
This is a prophecy about the death of Jesus 1,000 years before it happened. Crucifixion did not come in as a form of capital punishment until 500 years after this was written. So this psalm is a major prophetic passage fulfilled by Jesus. 

There is also a prophecy regarding His betrayal in –

Psalm 41:9
‘9Even my close friend in whom I trusted,
         Who ate my bread,
         Has lifted up his heel against me.’

In the ancient world when you ate with someone, it was a sign of the closest possible friendship and you never betrayed the person you had a meal with...this is a prophecy that the person the Messiah eats with, will betray Him, and it is fulfilled in  -

John 13:21 – 26

‘21When Jesus had said this, He became troubled in spirit, and testified and said, "Truly, truly, I say to you, that one of you will betray Me." 22The disciples began looking at one another, at a loss to know of which one He was speaking.  23There was reclining on Jesus' bosom one of His disciples, whom Jesus loved.  24So Simon Peter gestured to him, and said to him, "Tell us who it is of whom He is speaking."  25He, leaning back thus on Jesus' bosom, said to Him, "Lord, who is it?" 26Jesus then answered, "That is the one for whom I shall dip the morsel and give it to him." So when He had dipped the morsel, He took and gave it to Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot.’

Mark 15:27-28 is fulfilled prophecy –

‘27They crucified two robbers with Him, one on His right and one on His left.  28[And the Scripture was fulfilled which says, "And He was numbered with transgressors."]’

We find this in -
Isaiah 53: 9, 12 

 9His grave was assigned with wicked men,
         Yet He was with a rich man in His death,
         Because He had done no violence,
         Nor was there any deceit in His mouth. 
      12Therefore, I will allot Him a portion with the great,
         And He will divide the booty with the strong;
         Because He poured out Himself to death,
         And was numbered with the transgressors;
         Yet He Himself bore the sin of many,
         And interceded for the transgressors.
And prophecies fulfilled by Jesus in His death -
Matthew 27:46
‘46About the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, "ELI, ELI, LAMA SABACHTHANI?" that is, "MY GOD, MY GOD, WHY HAVE YOU FORSAKEN ME?"’

This is the prophecy in –

Psalm 22:1
‘1My God, my God, why have You forsaken me?
         Far from my deliverance are the words of my groaning.’

John 19:28 - 30
‘28After this, Jesus, knowing that all things had already been accomplished, to fulfil the Scripture, said, "I am thirsty."  29A jar full of sour wine was standing there; so they put a sponge full of the sour wine upon a branch of hyssop and brought it up to His mouth.  30Therefore when Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, "It is finished!" And He bowed His head and gave up His spirit.’ 
This is found in –

Psalm 69:21

‘21They also gave me gall for my food
         And for my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink.’

The prophecy about Jesus first coming was then fulfilled –

John 19:23 – 24

‘23Then the soldiers, when they had crucified Jesus, took His outer garments and made four parts, a part to every soldier and also the tunic; now the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece.  24So they said to one another, "Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it, to decide whose it shall be"; this was to fulfil the Scripture: "THEY DIVIDED MY OUTER GARMENTS AMONG THEM, AND FOR MY CLOTHING THEY CAST LOTS." ‘
Psalm 22:18
‘18They divide my garments among them, and for my clothing they cast lots.’  
This was fulfilled and then –

John 19:32 - 37

‘32So the soldiers came, and broke the legs of the first man and of the other who was crucified with Him; 33but coming to Jesus, when they saw that He was already dead, they did not break His legs.  34But one of the soldiers pierced His side with a spear, and immediately blood and water came out.  35And he who has seen has testified, and his testimony is true; and he knows that he is telling the truth, so that you also may believe.  36For these things came to pass to fulfil the Scripture, "NOT A BONE OF HIM SHALL BE BROKEN."  37And again another Scripture says, "THEY SHALL LOOK ON HIM WHOM THEY PIERCED."’

Two more scriptures fulfilled -
Psalm 34:20

‘20He keeps all his bones, not one of them is broken.’

And –

Zechariah 12:10

‘10"I will pour out on the house of David and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the Spirit of grace and of supplication, so that they will look on Me whom they have pierced; and they will mourn for Him, as one mourns for an only son, and they will weep bitterly over Him like the bitter weeping over a firstborn.’

Scripture fulfilled to the letter. 

These are just a few examples, the Old Testament scriptures told what would happen to the Messiah and they came to pass – exactly as prophesied – but they were not understood by His disciples.

On the road to Emmaus, convinced Jesus was their great, new, emerging Monarch, who by supernatural force would overthrow the oppression of the Roman Empire, the disciples were utterly baffled and cast down by what had just happened – their Messiah had been put to death -

Luke 24: 13:32 NASB
 13And behold, two of them were going that very day to a village named Emmaus, which was about seven miles from Jerusalem.  14And they were talking with each other about all these things which had taken place.  
15While they were talking and discussing, Jesus Himself approached and began travelling with them. 16But their eyes were prevented from recognizing Him.  17And He said to them, "What are these words that you are exchanging with one another as you are walking?" And they stood still, looking sad.  18One of them, named Cleopas, answered and said to Him, "Are You the only one visiting Jerusalem and unaware of the things which have happened here in these days?"  19And He said to them, "What things?" And they said to Him, "The things about Jesus the Nazarene, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word in the sight of God and all the people,  20and how the chief priests and our rulers delivered Him to the sentence of death, and crucified Him.  21"But we were hoping that it was He who was going to redeem Israel. Indeed, besides all this, it is the third day since these things happened.  22"But also some women among us amazed us. When they were at the tomb early in the morning, 23and did not find His body, they came, saying that they had also seen a vision of angels who said that He was alive.  24"Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just exactly as the women also had said; but Him they did not see."  
25And He said to them, "O foolish men and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets have spoken!  26"Was it not necessary for the Christ to suffer these things and to enter into His glory?" 27Then beginning with Moses and with all the prophets, He explained to them the things concerning Himself in all the Scriptures.  28And they approached the village where they were going, and He acted as though He were going farther. 29But they urged Him, saying, "Stay with us, for it is getting toward evening, and the day is now nearly over." So He went in to stay with them.  30When He had reclined at the table with them, He took the bread and blessed it, and breaking it, He began giving it to them.  31Then their eyes were opened and they recognized Him; and He vanished from their sight.  32They said to one another, "Were not our hearts burning within us while He was speaking to us on the road, while He was explaining the Scriptures to us?" 

Jesus rose from the dead also just as the scripture says –

Acts 2:22 - 35
22"Men of Israel, listen to these words: Jesus the Nazarene, a man attested to you by God with miracles and wonders and signs which God performed through Him in your midst, just as you yourselves know-- 23this Man, delivered over by the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God, you nailed to a cross by the hands of godless men and put Him to death.  24"But God raised Him up again, putting an end to the agony of death, since it was impossible for Him to be held in its power.  25"For David says of Him, 'I SAW THE LORD ALWAYS IN MY PRESENCE; FOR HE IS AT MY RIGHT HAND, SO THAT I WILL NOT BE SHAKEN.  26'THEREFORE MY HEART WAS GLAD AND MY TONGUE EXULTED; MOREOVER MY FLESH ALSO WILL LIVE IN HOPE 27BECAUSE YOU WILL NOT ABANDON MY SOUL TO HADES, NOR ALLOW YOUR HOLY ONE TO UNDERGO DECAY. 28'YOU HAVE MADE KNOWN TO ME THE WAYS OF LIFE;YOU WILL MAKE ME FULL OF GLADNESS WITH YOUR PRESENCE.'  29"Brethren, I may confidently say to you regarding the patriarch David that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day.  30"And so, because he was a prophet and knew that GOD HAD SWORN TO HIM WITH AN OATH TO SEAT one OF HIS DESCENDANTS ON HIS THRONE, 31he looked ahead and spoke of the resurrection of the Christ, that HE WAS NEITHER ABANDONED TO HADES, NOR DID His flesh SUFFER DECAY.  32"This Jesus God raised up again, to which we are all witnesses.  33"Therefore having been exalted to the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He has poured forth this which you both see and hear.  34"For it was not David who ascended into heaven, but he himself says: 'THE LORD SAID TO MY LORD, "SIT AT MY RIGHT HAND 35UNTIL I MAKE YOUR ENEMIES A FOOTSTOOL FOR YOUR FEET."' 
Psalm 16:8 - 11

8I have set the LORD continually before me;
         Because He is at my right hand, I will not be shaken. 
    9Therefore my heart is glad and my glory rejoices;
         My flesh also will dwell securely. 
    10For You will not abandon my soul to Sheol;
         Nor will You allow Your Holy One to undergo decay. 
    11You will make known to me the path of life;
         In Your presence is fullness of joy;
         In Your right hand there are pleasures forever.
Fulfilled – Jesus rose from the dead.

And finally –

Psalm 110:1

1The LORD says to my Lord:"Sit at My right hand until I make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet."
We have seen Jesus at His First Advent as the Jews long awaited Messiah, but they did not recognise Him.  He will come a second time with power and authority as undisputed King of Kings and Lord of Lords, and they will see Him –

Revelation 1:7

‘7BEHOLD, HE IS COMING WITH THE CLOUDS, and every eye will see Him, even those who pierced Him; and all the tribes of the earth will mourn over Him. So it is to be. Amen.’  
Next time, ‘When heaven comes down’ which is part five in the Spiritual Warfare series, where we will examine the Lord’s Prayer - where Jesus taught the disciples to pray, asking for His Kingdom to come on the earth and the implications of this.
God bless you, thanks for listening.
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