Philippians Chapter 1
Part 3

The single mind
Philippians 1:12-26 Amplified Bible
12 Now I want you to know and continue to rest assured, brethren, that what [has happened] to me [this imprisonment] has actually only served to advance and give a renewed impetus to the [spreading of the] good news (the Gospel).  13So much is this a fact that throughout the whole imperial guard and to all the rest [here] my imprisonment has become generally known to be in Christ [that I am a prisoner in His service and for Him]. 14And [also] most of the brethren have derived fresh confidence in the Lord because of my chains and are much more bold to speak and publish fearlessly the Word of God [acting with more freedom and indifference to the consequences]. 15 Some, it is true, [actually] preach Christ (the Messiah) [for no better reason than] out of envy and rivalry (party spirit), but others are doing so out of a loyal spirit and goodwill. 16The latter [proclaim Christ] out of love, because they recognize and know that I am [providentially] put here for the defence of the good news (the Gospel). 17But the former preach Christ out of a party spirit, insincerely [out of no pure motive, but thinking to annoy me], supposing they are making my bondage more bitter and my chains more galling. 18But what does it matter, so long as either way, whether in pretence [for personal ends] or in all honesty [for the furtherance of the Truth], Christ is being proclaimed? And in that I [now] rejoice, yes, and I shall rejoice [hereafter] also.  19For I am well assured and indeed know that through your prayers and a bountiful supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ (the Messiah) this will turn out for my preservation (for the spiritual health and welfare of my own soul) and avail toward the saving work of the Gospel.  20This is in keeping with my own eager desire and persistent expectation and hope, that I shall not disgrace myself nor be put to shame in anything; but that with the utmost freedom of speech and unfailing courage, now as always heretofore, Christ (the Messiah) will be magnified and get glory and praise in this body of mine and be boldly exalted in my person, whether through (by) life or through (by) death.  21For me to live is Christ [His life in me], and to die is gain [the gain of the glory of eternity].  22If, however, it is to be life in the flesh and I am to live on here, that means fruitful service for me; so I can say nothing as to my personal preference [I cannot choose], 23but I am hard pressed between the two. My yearning desire is to depart (to be free of this world, to set forth) and be with Christ, for that is far, far better; 24but to remain in my body is more needful and essential for your sake.  25Since I am convinced of this, I know that I shall remain and stay by you all, to promote your progress and joy in believing, 26so that in me you may have abundant cause for exultation and glorying in Christ Jesus, through my coming to you again.’

Paul’s desire was to preach the gospel in Rome.
Acts 19:21

Romans 1:15

He wanted to go to Rome as a preacher, but instead, found himself a prisoner. He could have written a long letter about that experience alone, but instead he sums it up in –

Philippians 1:12
What happened to Paul is recorded in Acts chapters 21 – 28.  The account begins with Paul’s illegal arrest in the Temple at Jerusalem. The Jews thought that Paul had desecrated their temple by bringing in Gentiles; the Romans thought Paul was an Egyptian renegade who was on their list of most wanted people.  Paul became the focal point of both political and religious plots and finally he remained a prisoner in Caesarea for two years. On appealing to Caesar, which was his right as a Roman citizen, he is taken under guard to Rome, experiencing a shipwreck on his way and a delay on the island of Malta for three months. Eventually he sets sail for Rome and the trial he has asked for.
To many of us, all this would have looked like failure, but not to Paul because he had a single mind. He was dedicated to sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ and did not find joy in an ideal situation, but instead found his joy in winning others to Jesus and allowing his situation to be used to serve His purpose. 

Paul had discovered a way to take the power from his circumstances and turn it into profit for the kingdom. All of us experience negative circumstances, wounding and hurts, but if we will approach them correctly we can use them as stepping stones to growth rather than downward steps into resentment, bitterness, self pity and despair. 
If you recognise right now that you are on that downward path – why not make a list of the things that have brought you down and hand them over to Jesus, asking Him to make something beautiful of them, and He will. You do not want your past to become your future, God has something glorious in store for you as you let go of those hurts and wounds and turn to face Him and your future in Him. 

Paul of all people had reason to feel very sorry for himself, he catalogues his experiences in 2 Corinthians 11:24-28 – I wonder how many of us would suffer this for the sake of the gospel? 
Paul had discovered that bad situations opened up new areas for ministry. He was the one remember who wrote the book of Romans and included in it is Romans 8:28 ‘All things (not some things) work together for those who love God, who are the called according to His purpose.’ God is redemptive – always. 
Many people have heard of Charles Haddon Spurgeon, but very few know the story of his wife, Susannah. Early in their married life, Susannah became an invalid and it looked as though her only ministry would be encouraging her husband and praying for his work, but God gave her a burden to share her husband’s books with pastors who were unable to buy them. This burden soon led to the founding of the book fund. As a work of faith the book fund provided thousands of pastors with tools for their work – all this was overseen by Susannah personally from her home – it was a pioneer ministry. 
In Paul’s particular situation God used three tools to take the good news to the elite Praetorian Guard who were Caesar’s special troops. 
What were the tools Paul had?
His chains

Philippians 1:12 - 14

His critics

Philippians 1:15 - 19

His crisis 
Philippians 1:20 – 26

Firstly his chains - the same God who used Moses’ rod, Gideon’s pitchers and David’s sling shot, used Paul’s chains. Little did the Roman guard realise that the chains on Paul’s wrists would release Paul, not bind him.
2 Timothy 2:9

Paul did not complain about the chains, instead he asked God to use them to spread the good news and God answers prayers like that. In Paul’s case, the chains gave him contact with the lost. He was chained to a Roman soldier for 24 hours a day and the shift changed at either six or eight hourly intervals, so he had a captive audience which changed three or four times a day – who was the captive?
Just imagine for a moment you were one of the soldiers chained to a man who prayed without ceasing, who was constantly interviewing people about their spiritual condition and was continually writing letters to Christians and churches throughout the Roman Empire! It was not long before some of those soldiers, like the Philippian jailer put their trust in Jesus and were saved. Without being in captivity, Paul would not have been able to reach these men.

Whatever your area of captivity may have been, or indeed still is, it will become the very area where you will bring release to others, if you will allow God to heal you and work through you. He will put a sword in your hand which will bring a breakthrough anointing for others, if you will let Him. 

Paul’s chains did something else, they brought him into contact with the people in Caesar’s court in Rome, as an ‘official’ prisoner, his case was an important one. The Roman government was to determine the status of this new Christian sect. Paul must have been delighted knowing that the court officials were now forced to study the doctrines of the Christian faith in order to determine whether or not it was valid. Is it any wonder he says ‘all things work together for good’?
There are times when God has to put chains on His people to accomplish the Divine plan in a way that otherwise would not have been possible. If you are a mother at home with small children, you may feel you are chained, but who else will be able to speak to the unsaved mothers at the school gate in the way that you can? You are never chained, unless to choose to see it that way. The secret to freedom is the single, focussed mind. Seeing everything working for the ultimate good, looking at every situation through His eyes, knowing that His ways and thoughts are not ours and bowing the knee to the fact that He allows in His wisdom what He could easily prevent by His power.
Paul used everything to profit for the Kingdom. His chains were used to encourage the believers in Rome –

Philippians 1:14 (AMP) 
‘14And [also] most of the brethren have derived fresh confidence in the Lord because of my chains and are much more bold to speak and publish fearlessly the Word of God [acting with more freedom and indifference to the consequences].’ 
In this verse the word ‘speak’ does not mean preaching, it is every day conversation, gossiping the good news of salvation through Jesus alone. 

Discouragement has a way of spreading, but so does encouragement, because of Paul’s joyous attitude believers in Rome took fresh courage, testifying boldly to Jesus. Our ‘chains’ may not be as dramatic or as difficult as Paul’s but there is no reason why God cannot use them in them in the same way.

Then what about his critics – 
Philippians 1:15 – 19

It is hard to believe that anyone would oppose Paul, but some believers in Rome were doing that. In verse 16 KJV the word ‘contention’ is used, which means to canvass for office, to get people to support you. So whilst Paul was in chains, there were those of the brotherhood who were seeking to make capital out of his imprisonment by usurping his position. 

Paul was not in the slightest bit troubled about this, his peace was so great, and his security in God so strong, that he was able to say, ‘well it doesn’t matter, for good or ill Christ is being proclaimed’. The aim of Paul’s critics was to promote themselves and get a following, greatly to our shame we still suffer such church politics today in some places.
Paul knew that such behaviour only hurt the people who practised it – when you have a single mind you look upon criticism as an opportunity to respond in the opposite spirit and bless instead of curse. You look at the situation from a heavenly viewpoint, in Christ Jesus. So Paul was not rejoicing in the selfish behaviour of his critics, but rather, he rejoiced that Christ was preached. There was no envy in Paul’s heart, it did not matter to him that some people were for him and some against him – to him everything he did was for an audience of One. 

Criticism can be hard to take, but the golden rule is to go to God and ask Him ‘Father, is there a grain of truth in this?’ Using what is a potentially damaging situation to maximum profit. 
And finally we come to – 
His crisis:  

Philippians 1:20 -26 New International Version
‘ 20 I eagerly expect and hope that I will in no way be ashamed, but will have sufficient courage so that now as always Christ will be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death. 21 For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.  22 If I am to go on living in the body, this will mean fruitful labour for me. Yet what shall I choose? I do not know!  23I am torn between the two: I desire to depart and be with Christ, which is better by far; 24 but it is more necessary for you that I remain in the body.  25Convinced of this, I know that I will remain, and I will continue with all of you for your progress and joy in the faith,  26so that through my being with you again your joy in Christ Jesus will overflow on account of me.’ 
Because of Paul’s chains, Jesus was known, because of his critics, Jesus was preached, and as a result of his crisis, Jesus would be magnified, whether he lived or died. Death held no terror for Paul. He had long ago decided that for him to live was Christ and to die – to be with the Lord – was absolute gain.  His surrender to Jesus was complete – he lived a totally surrendered lifestyle in order that Christ could live through him.
Paul’s body was not his own and his only desire because of his single mind, was to magnify Jesus in his body. He confesses that he had a difficult decision to make, he was willing to postpone going to heaven if it meant it would be profitable to help the other Christians grow. Vv 20 – 23. Paul carried many burdens in ministry and to depart would have been much easier for him but his selfless love for the believers meant he would stay in order to help them.

He had gone through the process of knowing he was a son, secure in the Father’s love, becoming a servant of Christ, moving into friendship and finally, he had become a love slave; imprisonment meant nothing to him, his heart was captivated. 
Paul often describes himself as a prisoner of Christ or a bondservant of Christ, which is why his chains did not hold him. Jesus had enchained his heart, and as far as Paul was concerned, he was free. It did not matter what his physical condition might be. His consecration was complete. He had fallen in love with Jesus on the Damascus road, and he had settled it in his heart, to be ever, only, all for Him. 

Jim Elliot a young missionary wrote this in 1948 when he was 21 –

‘One treasure, a single eye and a sole Master.’

And in 1949 he wrote -
“He is no fool who gives that what he cannot keep for that what he cannot lose.”

*‘Seven years later’, writes his widow, ‘he and four other young men sat together on a strip of white sand on the Curaray river deep in Ecuador’s rain forest, waiting for the arrival of a group of men whom they loved but had never met, savage stone age killers, men known to all the world now as Aucas.’ 
He died in 1956, killed by the unknown men he loved. Single eyed, single minded.
*Taken from the back cover of the book ‘Shadow of the Almighty’ by Elisabeth Elliot.
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