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Spiritual Warfare VI
Rick Joyner said this in his book ‘The Surpassing Greatness of His Power’1.
‘This is the most extraordinary time ever to be alive. To know the Lord and serve Him in these times is possibly the greatest privilege that has ever been offered to any man or woman, and it has been offered to you. However, with this great privilege comes great responsibility and with great opportunities come great difficulties.’

Let’s pray shall we?

‘Father, as we hear more about Your ways with us Your purposes and intentions for us, and your Holy Spirit’s role in our lives, would You give us teachable, mouldable, open hearts; hearts that love Your ways, and that choose and embrace Your ways, even when they are difficult and painful.

Dear Lord, will You grant us a spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of You, that we might choose willingly and joyfully to embrace what You ordain for our growth, increase, development and welfare because You know the plans you have for us and they are good plans. Help us Holy Spirit to co-operate with You; enable us to turn every obstacle into an opportunity. 
You are a God of joy and laughter, nothing is too difficult for You, help us to stop seeking escape from trouble and difficulty but instead to see you are conforming us to the image of Jesus for the days in which we live.
In His Name and for His sake. Amen.’
Daniel 11:32b NKJV
‘...the people who know their God shall be strong, and carry out great exploits.’ 

This great promise for the people upon whom end of the age comes, is hidden in the book of Daniel. 
We are such a people and shall be strong and do exploits with just one proviso - that we know our God  - we take our information from heaven, not earth; it is imperative that we do not look around in fear in these days and tremble.
2 Thessalonians 2:1 – 4 NASB

Man of Lawlessness

‘1 Now we request you, brethren, with regard to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering together to Him, 2 that you not be quickly shaken from your composure or be disturbed either by a spirit or a message or a letter as if from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord has come. 3 Let no one in any way deceive you, for it will not come unless the apostasy comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction, 4 who opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, displaying himself as being God.’
That we are at the very end, the consummation of the church age, is without dispute; the prophets are telling us that the world is about to be shaken, geographically, spiritually and economically; we can see it is heading, at the very least, for a global financial crisis; all of this will set the scene for the appearance of the Antichrist, according to God’s predetermined plan, so there is no need to be nervous or upset about what we see happening around us, because we do not take our information from the earth, but from heaven, and this shaking is from God Himself -
Hebrews 12:26 NASB

26 And His voice shook the earth then, but now He has promised, saying, “YET ONCE MORE I WILL SHAKE NOT ONLY THE EARTH, BUT ALSO THE HEAVEN.” 

Cross references: 

A. Hebrews 12:26 : Ex 19:18; Judg 5:4f 

B. Hebrews 12:26 : Hag 2:6 

What is undisputed too, is that Father is drawing battle lines in these days and those who know their God ‘will be strong and do exploits’; so knowing God in these days and the ways in which He likes to do things is a prerequisite if we desire to be part of His end time army – to be strong and to do exploits.

Welcome to the sixth in our series on Spiritual Warfare which is also part of the teaching on our inheritance in Christ Jesus; our inheritance is to be like Christ – He is our inheritance, and we are His – the father in the story of the prodigal son said -
Luke 15:31 NIVUK

31 'My son,' the father said, 'you are always with me, and everything I have is yours.’ 

The father here was talking about inheritance ‘everything I have – is yours’...that means you whether you are listening on CD or reading these notes. ( 

Everything is yours, in Christ Jesus.
Everything Father has, He has freely given you, in His Son. 
You have it - you need only to learn how to access it and manifest it. 
Many Christians have no internal frame of reference to keep them stable in the day of trouble.  
By ‘internal frame of reference’, I mean they are always looking outside of themselves for what God has placed inside them – the Divine DNA, the seed of the very nature of Christ Himself. 
If this should describe you, beloved, do not be embarrassed or feel condemned, you are in for a treat and you are in very good company...Madam Guyon, that famous French lady, once had to seek spiritual counsel and was told 
‘Madam, you are seeking outside that which is within you...’
Those words revolutionised her spiritual life – may God be pleased to revolutionise our spiritual lives by those same words.

Life in the Spirit:
Life in the Spirit is about ensuring that the Holy Spirit has enough room to move inside us; it’s about digging out an internal well to enable His living water to rise up in us; so that He is not confined and quenched within us. So an important part of our relationship with Him is making sure that He has enough ‘legroom’...that we don’t keep Him, like the Bank Manager, in the cupboard! 
John 7:37 – 39 NASB
‘37Now on the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, “If anyone is thirsty, let him come to Me and drink. 38 He who believes in Me, as the Scripture said, ‘From his innermost being will flow rivers of living water.’” 39 But this He spoke of the Spirit, whom those who believed in Him were to receive; for the Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.’
Jesus is now glorified and the Promise of the Father has come and indwells us; He, the Holy Spirit, is seeking constantly to cause our inner man to rise up, literally to manifest, to reveal our spirit mingling with His, in the normal course of everyday living. He is seeking to teach us to live after the Spirit, not after the flesh or our carnal nature; He wants to teach us the reality of being ‘in Christ’ and how to make that a lifestyle.

Jesus promised that when the Holy Spirit came rivers of living water would flow from us - that means each one of us has rivers inside which are to a greater or lesser extent flowing out from us touching others, therefore unblocking our own internal well of anointing is a priority, if we aspire both to know God and do exploits in these days. 
We have rivers because God wants us to touch different kinds of people; we have a river that will touch everybody with whom we come into contact, within us – our job is to release it.
The appearance of our rivers starts to happen when we discover how to be ‘God conscious’ and ‘God-inside-minded’ –  consistently aware of His Presence within us in all of life’s situations; what He is doing in us and what He is doing through us; where He is working, what He is doing...and we join Him, as co-labourers with the Christ. 

We begin to become aware that this journey we are on is not just about us getting safely to heaven; having our ticket and passport up to date for our destination – but there is something more important for us to achieve during our time on this planet.

‘...the people who know their God shall be strong, and carry out great exploits.’ 

If you aspire to be a spiritual warrior, developing an interior frame of reference by internalising your relationship with God, becoming ‘God-inside-conscious’, is crucial to your ongoing development and fulfilment of His purposes for your life, because Life in the Spirit is about displacement. 
It is about allowing God to do some unravelling, separating ‘the precious from the vile’: letting Him take out from inside us that which is useless to us and replacing it with that which is precious – Him – He always wants to give us more of Himself...
Demonic opposition, you will find, attaches itself to that which you do not remove - or allow the Holy Spirit to remove. If you do not actively partner with the Him in this, you give the enemy rights to your territory. In order to make space and take back that territory, therefore, God has to take out of us what shouldn’t be there so He can put in what He wants to give us.  

Life in the spirit is always about territory; it’s about land acquisition initially, it is about your own internal space being won back from the hands of the enemy.  Eventually it will be about spiritual territory in the heavenlies...As an aspiring warrior you will go on to take territory other than your own internal space – you will breakthrough and make a breakthrough for others to follow...it only takes one true warrior to a city to impact that city for God and for good...the stance of a warrior is completely different to that of a foot soldier.
We have to make the decision to emigrate from the place where most of us live – ‘Whine Country’ the country of bellyaching, negativity, complaining, bitterness, and unforgiveness - because whiners can’t be winners - into newness of life, abundant life in the Spirit. 
So we are displacing the old nature and living in the new DNA, by becoming convinced of the truth of 
Colossians 1:27 NASB

‘Christ in you, the hope of glory.’

Living in the fullness of what which Jesus won for us on the cross; all we need resides within us, but it needs to be released and manifested, revealed and shown, through us. 
We need to ‘walk the talk’ now in this day more than we ever have before...protestations of victory that we patently do not have are going to be revealed for the sham that they are as the pressures of life increase and reveal where we are really living – understand beloved that these pressures are coming from God because He wants to strengthen you, to step into, the very area where you have been consistently defeated...He always gives you victory in the place of your abject defeat. It is God who schedules our conflicts to prepare us for the place He wants us to occupy. If you need an example of this have a look at Joshua chapters 7 and 8 where the Israelites are first defeated, then gain the victory in the place God had planned for them to occupy - territory.
Some of us are going through very painful times right now where we are finding that what we thought we knew, we don’t, as God Himself re-writes our understanding of spiritual truths. 
We need to stand still under His hand if this is happening in order for the fullness of what He wants to achieve in us to be completed. He is sifting out the mixture in us – the mixture of spirit and flesh and bringing forth the purity of Kingdom wisdom, knowledge and understanding of what life in the Spirit is really, really all about. 
Manifested sons:
It is the sons of God who will move in the power and manifestation of God, who will be strong and do exploits. 

Romans 8:19 NASB

19 For the anxious longing of the creation waits eagerly for the revealing of the sons of God.
When we have the revelation that all we need is currently residing within us and that this revelation of God-consciousness needs to be drawn up like a bucket from a well, we automatically begin to manifest, or show forth, our spirit man.  
Whatever you need will be manifested, made real, in your spirit as you exercise the ‘twins’ of faith and dependence on the Lord.  We no longer live in our circumstances, our circumstances are now subject to us; they are subject to what we have inside of us and our prayer life changes from supplication to declaration and proclamation of Who God is, and what He is going to do. 
Everything God has put in your spirit must come out of your mouth in praise, declaration and proclamation because your spirit man is linked to your vocal chords. 
David gives us a good example when he went out against Goliath –

1 Samuel 17:45 – 48 NASB

45 Then David said to the Philistine, “You come to me with a sword, a spear, and a javelin, but I come to you in the name of the LORD of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have taunted. 46 This day the LORD will deliver you up into my hands, and I will strike you down and remove your head from you. And I will give the dead bodies of the army of the Philistines this day to the birds of the sky and the wild beasts of the earth, that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel, 47 and that all this assembly may know that the LORD does not deliver by sword or by spear; for the battle is the LORD’S and He will give you into our hands.” 48 Then it happened when the Philistine rose and came and drew near to meet David, that David ran quickly toward the battle line to meet the Philistine.

David runs towards the opposition matching Goliath’s words of intimidation – ‘Oh yeah, I’ll take you out and all your mates...’ 
He is not asking for deliverance, he is declaring Who God is and what He is going to do. This isn’t going to be a fair fight - David has all the resources of heaven at his disposal, and he knows it...
Elijah too - he’s so confident in God he even gives the enemy first crack as he taunts them and finally we see him calling on the Lord in no uncertain manner - 
 1 Kings 18: 36 – 40 NASB

‘36At the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice, Elijah the prophet came near and said, “O LORD, the God of Abraham, Isaac and Israel, today let it be known that You are God in Israel and that I am Your servant and I have done all these things at Your word. 37 Answer me, O LORD, answer me, that this people may know that You, O LORD, are God, and that You have turned their heart back again.” 38 Then the fire of the LORD fell and consumed the burnt offering and the wood and the stones and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench. 39 When all the people saw it, they fell on their faces; and they said, “The LORD, He is God; the LORD, He is God.” 40 Then Elijah said to them, “Seize the prophets of Baal; do not let one of them escape.” So they seized them; and Elijah brought them down to the brook Kishon, and slew them there.’

Elijah, one man against 450 prophets of Baal, is so confident in the Lord he asks the people ‘How long will you halt between two opinions, if the Lord is God, follow Him...’ Deep in idolatry the people of Israel are turned by Elijah’s confession and the manifestation of the power of God as the fire falls and licks up not only the sacrifice and the water, but even the stones and the dust...
One man manifesting his spirit, exercising faith and dependence... 
Four things you do when you reveal the inner man of your spirit –

· You influence people

· You bring release to situations

· You confront the enemy

· You reveal God’s purposes

If you study those two passages of scripture you will see all of these things happened because one man stood up on the inside and affected the situation. 

Warriors are consumed with the Presence and totally confident in God...achieving this position doesn’t happen to us overnight – there is a process...
The process of Transition:
The journey that each of us is on is that of learning to bring our soul under the rule of our spirit – everything is about that journey, that transition; your soul, your mind, your emotions, coming under the rule of the inner man of the spirit. 

The starting point for this spiritual breakthrough lies in the will and unless you exercise it, you will stay right where you are. 
Your will has no feelings, it will do as you tell it, whether you ‘feel’ like it or not. 
Your will is the vehicle that God uses to establish faith and to govern your mind and your emotions – so to live in the spirit consistently your will has to be surrendered to God on a daily basis. 
Our prayer must be ‘Not my will but Yours...’

Your soul, on the other hand, will have to ‘feel’ like it to do anything; you overcome this negativity by putting your will to work and placing your soul, mind and emotions, under the benevolent dictatorship of the Holy Spirit; you cannot be led by your soul with God, you have to be led by your spirit man. 
There is nothing wrong with your soul but it must take its proper place - which is under the control of the Spirit.  It was created to take its instructions from your spirit, not to be in control; it usurped the spirit’s role at the Fall but it is now under new management and needs to be controlled again by the Spirit. 

You will quickly find that if your emotions are not under the control of the spirit your mind will talk you out of anything that God asks you to do, because it will rationalise everything. It will tell you all the reasons why you cannot do what God is asking of you...you must, therefore, learn to shut it up and live from your spirit man because life in the Spirit is supernatural, and the soul cannot grasp this nor is it meant to – the human spirit is the vehicle for communication with God, not the soul - 

1 Corinthians 2:14 NIVUK

‘14The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually discerned.’ 

So all of life is a transition from one place to the other; you just have to make sure that every day you are led by your spirit man, with your mind, emotions and will aligned with the will of your Personal Trainer, the Holy Spirit - and His goal in your life is to teach you all things and bring you to maturity in Christ -

Romans 11:36 KJV

36For of him, and through him, and to him, are all things: to whom be glory forever. Amen.   
Everything comes to us, through the Christ in us; it does not come to our natural man; and it goes back to Him. 
We are part of the everlasting cycle of life in Christ Jesus –

John 15:5 NKJV

5 “I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing.”

Zilch, nada, nothing without Him - for the Father has given all power to Him...and in Him, abiding in that place, is where you will see His Kingdom power released; for the Kingdom is a reality, within you – and you, well, you are in Him...double wrapped! 
Learning to stay connected, to abide, dwell and remain consistently and constantly aware of ‘God inside me’ is a necessity as we daily practice the art of being ‘present with God’; recognising too that there are now two wills at work, both yours and the will of the Father...you get to choose whose will you are going to follow all day, every day...
Philippians 2:13 NASB

13 for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure. 

Cross references: 

A. Philippians 2:13 : Rom 12:3; 1 Cor 12:6; 15:10; Heb 13:21 

B. Philippians 2:13 : Eph 1:5 

So we are constantly seeking to raise our ‘God-consciousness’ - because if we want to know the Presence of God, we have to be present with God; be ‘in the moment’ with Him; become ‘God inside’ minded - the Kingdom, Jesus told us, is within us – and we practise turning inwardly to meet Him in our inner man of the spirit becoming daily more aligned with Him and His purposes – it’s a process.

‘Inheritance’ words:

If you currently have in your possession an *‘inheritance word’ - a scripture which keeps cropping up, or jumping off the page, wherever you go – pay heed to it, it is a word that is taking you into the place of being ‘like’ Christ: growing up, being filled, coming into your inheritance in Him – it is a word given to you by the Holy Spirit for this particular part of your journey. You need to study it and get everything you can out of it for you will find it is part of your equipping for the here and now as He brings you -
Ephesians 4:13 NASB

‘...to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ.’

Fullness, not measure; being filled with all the fullness of Christ; it is a word that will propel you into the purposes of God for your life that you might be like His Son; because it is our inheritance to live in this world as He did, manifesting all the power and presence of heaven – on earth as it is in heaven.
1 John 4:17b NASB
‘...because as He is, so also are we in this world.’

No matter where we are, we need to get to know Him more in order that His Kingdom may come on the earth before Jesus comes again.
Overcomers overcome:
Difficulties and problems are allowed, even orchestrated by the Lord, to facilitate us knowing Him and become strong in Him as we practise the art of overcoming.

It is overcoming as a lifestyle leads to doing great exploits. 
Difficulties are there to press us into Him, and in due time we become strengthened if we ‘faint not’ in other words, if we process them correctly.
Seated in Christ, who has the victory, in heavenly places, and staying where Father has placed us, ensures victory, no matter how prolonged or fierce the attack; there is no plan ‘B’ in the Kingdom – victory is ours not to win, but ours to lose by our response to the conflict. 
A soulish, ‘get me out of here’ response will guarantee we lose that particular skirmish...standing, declaring and proclaiming God’s Name and His nature, His will and His promises, rejoicing in Him, staying faithful, will ensure victory for us and the ashes of yet another defeat for the foe...
We have to understand there are times when Satan is permitted to attack us; but we have to be sufficient nuisance to him to be worth the manpower he will need to employ to overcome us; we make it our business, therefore, not to give him an easy victory over us – indeed, we plan that we shall have the victory over him. Sometimes, it is all about standing –

Ephesians 6:13 NKJV

‘13 Therefore take up the whole armour of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.’ 

Many times, in the church, when Satan is accused of causing trouble he is thinking ‘I’ll sue ‘em for defamation of character’ because it isn’t him at all, but a lack of understanding of what God is doing. 
We need to ask some intelligent questions sometimes because he can do nothing without permission. When trouble hits we need to ask God –

· Am I reaping what I’ve sown?

· Is this You?

· Is this the enemy?

· Are you nailing something in my life?

· Is this the cross at work?

When we have established who is doing what to whom, we can position ourselves accordingly, but as a body of people we must stop blaming the devil for the things he isn’t doing, mainly because he loves the publicity, even if it is bad publicity and I find, as a general rule, that is most often flesh, not the enemy which is at work... 

In any case, whatever the circumstance, everything, always, is allowed by God for our growth, increase, upgrade or development – everything every circumstance, can be used for profit - if we will see things from a heavenly perspective and if it is demonic, then we fight from victory, not towards it, because Jesus has won the victory and we are in Him...if it is the flesh, the cross is the answer.  

The purpose of demonic opposition and difficulty is intended to enable us to experience God’s love and Majesty in greater depths, because there is no warfare without Majesty.  Jesus is Jehovah Sabaoth – the Lord of Hosts, the Warrior King: when we see Him in battle we see Him in a totally different way from that which we see at any other time...Jesus reigns and everything leads to Majesty...
God schedules our conflicts be they of the flesh or the devil in order that we may practise the art of overcoming – we exercise grace in the face of human opposition, responding in the opposite spirit to what is coming against us; and we resist the devil and stand if we discover that this is indeed his doing. The purpose of spiritual opposition is to increase our spiritual muscles – our upper body strength - and give us the opportunity to overcome.  Think of it this way, without the enemy, we would never grow...he serves the purposes of God in our lives...just Who’s in control here?

Processed correctly, therefore, problems and difficulties bring us to maturity – they grows us up from ‘Abba’ to ‘Father’, from Nepios (a child without speech, a babe in Christ) to Huios (a fully mature, adult son), from babes to fully mature sons to whom God can entrust the riches of heaven on earth.

It is our inheritance beloved – to affect the nations for good; to be in such a place that we stand in intercession with Jesus Himself, that we have the mind of Christ and do the things He did; that we are strong and do exploits.  
We are called to a resurrection lifestyle...taking our information and perceptions of reality from heaven, not earth.
Wherever you are right now, there is always more – only you can place a ceiling on your walk with God - with God the possibilities are always limitless. 

Spiritual warfare:
God is the One Great Territorial Spirit and He has an allotment of territory for us in the realm of the spirit into which we need to come and which we need to occupy. 

Spiritually and physically God will thrust us into circumstances and situations that are set to overwhelm us; He sends us out as lambs amongst wolves because the Lion of Judah is padding alongside us. 
Jesus is so confident in Himself, He is always with us, He doesn’t drop us in it and walk away – the secret is finding Him in the conflict, enjoying Him in the conflict, relishing the conflict, learning the joy of battle, rejoicing in hearing His laughter on the battlefield and beholding His infinite Majesty and brilliance and the defeat of the enemy – as Graham Cooke puts it – ‘messing with the enemy’s head’. He can’t work it out, if he attacks us, we defeat him, if he leaves us alone, we take ground from him...messing with his head.
It is always a good fight because we are condemned to victory.  
And we walk away with a weapon in our fist against the enemy in the very area he has sought to destroy us...The authority  thus gained enables us to free others who are caught in the very same trap as we were...heads we win, tails he loses.
Payback.

Delicious. 
Payback is something to be savoured at the height of the battle where the going is tough; you know you are going to win and you allow yourself to consider just how much misery you are going to inflict on the enemy when this is all over as you go into his camp and take back what he stole from you - and everybody else...

Difficulties are growth opportunities, growing compost...don’t waste them.
The Holy Spirit loves to make all the things He teaches us real to us by taking us through difficult experiences which are designed to deepen our affection for the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, to establish us in faith and give us greater authority over the enemy. 
Heads we win, tails he loses.
One thing is needful – that we submit to the process - or the enemy will not submit to us.  
If we have an escape mentality – by that I mean we are constantly crying out ‘I'm a Christian, get me out of here’, we will miss the very opportunity God is holding out to us for our increase, growth and profit. 
Submission to God is the foundation stone of obedience, which results in authority over the enemy – there is no authority outside of submission –

James 4:7 NIV

‘7Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.’ 
Recognising that God is the author and finisher of our faith and not we ourselves, we –
James 4:10 

‘Humble yourselves therefore, under the mighty hand of God...’
We cannot use our soul against the enemy – our soul is his dining table...lunch is served and we are on the menu, tucking his napkin into his collar he takes up his knife and fork to devour us...‘on your belly you will go and dust will be your food.’
Submission is where we make ourselves vulnerable to both the goodness and the Majesty of God. 
It is an act of joyful surrender...meekness and humility goes hand in hand with power with God.

John 15:7 NASB
‘7If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given you.’
Permission and power come from abiding in the Christ and it is from that place of abiding that you may ask what you will and it will be done for you – absolutely, certainly, without a doubt. 
When we are in agreement with heaven, we taste the powers of the age to come on the earth, we know our God, are strong and do exploits.

Trusting God in difficult and sometimes extended situations moves us into faith; the destination of doubt is unbelief and eventually cynicism because doubt attracts attack – we are agreeing with the enemy, he has captured us. 
Penetration, demoralisation and subversion are his three main arrows of attack on our minds. His ultimate purpose is to get us to agree with his plan for our lives - mediocrity, fear, passivity, a victim mindset...

Trust is a relational issue:

Luke 6: 44 – 46 NKJV

44 For every tree is known by its own fruit. For men do not gather figs from thorns, nor do they gather grapes from a bramble bush. 45 A good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth good; and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart brings forth evil. For out of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaks.
We speak and doubt comes out of our mouths which tells the world that we need an upgrade in our relationship with God - because trust, is a relational issue. 

We go from faith, to knowledge...and knowledge must become experience or we are not changed - it’s a journey into the heart of God and everything with Him, is relational; it’s about your journey with Him, everything in your life, therefore, is a relational issue – it’s you and Him, not you and Him and your pastor, or you and Him and your husband or your wife, but  the One with the one...you + Him, the one with the One – and that is enough to overcome every obstacle in your path and any situation or circumstance you may encounter in life.
The highest form of spiritual warfare is intimacy with the Almighty; abiding, dwelling, and remaining in the place God put you in intimate communion with the Godhead, in Christ.
Your intimate relationship with Jesus is a source both of extreme annoyance and intimidation to the enemy – he is not going to approach the Holy of Holies to come after you - but he will do everything he can to prevent you living there and destabilise you and get you out of there if you are living there – it’s his job - and he is allowed to contest your position; it is also his job to point out where the Lord wants to touch you next – under pressure areas of weakness will be revealed so that ultimately you are made stronger by God coming into your place of weakness as we have already seen. 

He never asks us to be strong, He says, ‘go in the strength you have and I will be with you...’

Judges 6:14 – 16 NKJV

14 Then the LORD turned to him and said, “Go in this might of yours, and you shall save Israel from the hand of the Midianites. Have I not sent you?” 15 So he said to Him, “O my Lord, how can I save Israel? Indeed my clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my father’s house.” 
16 And the LORD said to him, “Surely I will be with you, and you shall defeat the Midianites as one man.”  
“Surely I will be with you’ absolutely, certainly, I’ll be there, the I AM is with you, sending you out as lambs amongst wolves because the Lion is padding alongside.

He is not calling us to take on the world, but to submit to Him and allow Him to fill us with Himself as He fills all things with Himself. 
He is not calling us to be strong but to be weak because His strength is made perfect in our weakness.  
‘When I am weak’, Paul says, ‘then I am strong...’
Heads we win, tails he loses, how cool is that? We are condemned to victory.
The nature of a spiritual warrior and predetermined responses:
For an example of one of these we need to go again to the book of Daniel -
Daniel 3:16 -18 NASB

‘16 Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to give you an answer concerning this matter. 17 If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the furnace of blazing fire; and He will deliver us out of your hand, O king. 18 But even if He does not, let it be known to you, O king, that we are not going to serve your gods or worship the golden image that you have set up.”’
Familiar story, Nebuchadnezzar has made a decree that everyone has to worship the golden image or be cast into a furnace, these three young men refuse and they are brought before the king; who has to make an example of them...this is not a private audience, the whole court is present, watching what he will do, he has to be kingly and he’s not going to give them a choice - 
‘You worship me or I'm killing you, right now’. 
But they had their faith response ready. When they walked into the throne room they knew they were dead; they knew it, they knew what he was like, they knew how the culture worked, they knew they were dead men. So they had to have worked out their response in advance; they did not wait until the moment they were challenged, hopping from one foot to another, they gave their pre-thought out, agreed and considered response, to what they knew was coming – Nebuchadnezzar’s demand that they bow down to the golden image...

‘If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the furnace of blazing fire; and He will deliver us out of your hand, O king. 18 But even if He does not, let it be known to you, O king, that we are not going to serve your gods or worship the golden image that you have set up.”’
God can save us, but if not, we still aren’t going to bow down. 

They are not cowed, they are not afraid; they are straight back at him and suddenly there are four people in the furnace, not three...
Footnotes: 

a. 1 Corinthians 15:53 Lit corruptible 

b. 1 Corinthians 15:53 Lit incorruption 

c. 1 Corinthians 15:54 V 53, note 1 

d. 1 Corinthians 15:54 V 53, note 2 

Cross references: 

A. 1 Corinthians 15:53 : Rom 2:7 

B. 1 Corinthians 15:53 : 2 Cor 5:4 

C. 1 Corinthians 15:54 : Is 25:8 

D. 1 Corinthians 15:55 : Hos 13:14 

Another example of someone who was prepared to put their life on the line is Queen Esther – 

Esther 4:16 NASB

‘16And thus I will go in to the king, which is not according to the law; and if I perish, I perish...’

Esther is in captivity in the same way as Daniel, she is faced with an edict which will mean the annihilation of the Jews of which she is one. Her uncle, Mordecai comes to her...she has a decision to make, it was unknown to enter the King’s presence without summons, but she decides she has to take the risk in order to save her nation...one woman and the lives of a nation at stake.
The character and nature of a spiritual warrior is formed and matured by responses such as these to the situations and circumstances of life – death is not a threat to us, though it is the world’s ultimate weapon against us – for us, death is swallowed up in victory. 

1 Corinthians 15:55 NASB

55 O DEATH, WHERE IS YOUR VICTORY? O DEATH, WHERE IS YOUR STING?” 

The days which are fast coming upon us will require warriors of the calibre of Esther and the others mentioned in Daniel; people who are prepared to lay down their own lives in order that others may live, people who stand in a place of influence with God... 

If we aspire to warrior class, we will have to have our faith response ready, we will have to decide in advance how we plan to turn up. 
Our pre-thought out responses to the challenges of battle: trust, declaration, proclamation, thanksgiving, rest, peace, faith, joy, and love in the midst of ongoing difficulty, resistance, confrontation, offence and persecution will mark us out in the days to come. 

We will have made the decision before time what our response will be – ‘manifesting’ our spirits, we will make our predetermined responses.  
Beloved of God, this doesn’t mean the absence of fear.  
Courage is not the absence of fear; it is doing something in the face of it. 
Manifesting your spirit when your soul is crying out for deliverance or compromise is the mark of a true spiritual warrior – feeling the fear and doing it anyway...this is where we are headed and it is a process... 
The enemy has nothing in Me...
You cannot take ground from the enemy if he has still got ground - territory, an area in which he can operate - in you. 

Jesus said –

John 14:30 NKJV

‘30...the ruler of this world is coming, and he has nothing in Me.’

Our aim, then, must be to be like Christ, to have no ground that the enemy can use in us – this takes time and persistent, diligent, and consistent co-operation with the Holy Spirit. 

We are first aggressive against ourselves and our old sin habits, to retrieve and hold the inner territory which now rightfully belongs to us.  God has established a ‘beachhead’ in us and our job is to work with the Holy Spirit to drive out the enemy we find within by gradually and persistently taking back the territory we lost at the Fall and holding it.  

We do this by actively choosing to give our flesh and our carnality no place – we must be determined and ruthless in this, tracking it down and killing it wherever we find it and it is the Holy Spirit’s delight to empower us. 

David was a man after God’s own heart because he had set his heart to trust –

Psalm 57:7 NASB

‘7My heart is steadfast, O God, my heart is steadfast; I will sing, yes, I will sing praises!’

Those who are becoming spiritual warriors have made those conscious and deliberate choices not to concede ground to the enemy prior to the fight, it is a decision made in advance.  They cherish the Presence and know that if they concede ground the enemy they are in danger of losing the Presence - and the Presence of God is more precious to them than anything the world has to offer...they have counted the cost and are prepared to pay the price of an ever closer, ever deepening, walk with God; they are continually ‘present’ with God -

Genesis 5:24 NASB
‘24Enoch walked with God; and he was not, for God took him.’

Genesis 6:8 NASB

‘8Noah found favour in the eyes of the LORD.’

Both these men and others are mentioned in the ‘Hall of Faith’ in Hebrews 11... 

Cross references: 

A. Genesis 5:24 : 2 Kin 2:11; Jude 1:14 

B. Genesis 5:24 : 2 Kin 2:10; Ps 49:15; 73:24; Heb 11:5 

They were examples of men who were fully engaged with God, indeed one ‘walked with God’ yes please (!) and the other, ‘found favour’ with God they were both the ‘faith’ warriors of their day. 

They believed God...

Warriors today are the same, they are fully engaged and totally occupied with God, they know they have His favour because they are in Christ and they trust Him; they wear their confidence as a shield over their heart. They are busy maintaining their own inner territory and guarding it from attack...they not only keep it, but occupy it wisely. They know that if they let their guard down they will lose that which they have gained and the enemy will use their territory for his agenda.
Warriors have resolved where and how they live their lives; they are not governed by their carnality but by the ongoing renewal of their mind, which is subject only to the Spirit of God.

They have agreed a programme of internal growth with the Holy Spirit and are consciously and conscientiously working with Him to bring it about – they are aware both of what God is doing in them, and what He is doing through them, because He cannot do through us what He has not been able to do in us.

And, warriors are ‘doing business’ until the Lord’s return – they are utilising what He has given them to the full - 
Luke 19:13 NASB

13 And he called ten of his slaves, and gave them ten minas and said to them, ‘Do business with this until I come back.’ 
Footnotes: 

a. Luke 19:13 A mina is equal to about 100 days’ wages 

b. Luke 19:13 Lit while I am coming 

Spiritual warriors have determined in their hearts that they will have the mind of Christ and live from their spirit man. They have decided to be God-conscious, raising their conscious awareness of the Father’s Presence on an ongoing basis; they have decided to work at staying connected at all times and at any cost - they have determined to run the race with all they have and to run to win.  They have declared war on mediocrity and death to religiosity and they do not hesitate to kill them wherever they find them.

They understand there is a difference between correction and growth – the first is when we need the loving rod of correction to bring us back on course, usually because we are walking away from Him and straight into the enemy’s camp; the second is when we are aware of what the Holy Spirit desires to do in us and through us and we are actively co-operating; we are becoming more spiritually aware and increasingly sensitive to His voice...

Warriors have recognised that we only get one shot at this and they are going to give it their best – they are determined to walk with God in the high places; they recognise that conflict can bring out the best in us because warfare enables us to demonstrate the power of God – whether that warfare be human or demonic. 

Their moment by moment choices in everyday life will reflect their decisions and their chosen lifestyle; increasingly they will be experiencing and releasing peace, rest and blessing wherever they go...they fight to create a clearing in the spirit around themselves where Christ can be seen; they breakthrough to enable others to follow. 

As there is no breakthrough without follow through, they are consistent in their warfare, they are a thorn in the side of the enemy; they work to make him defeated, desperate, worn out and depressed – if they are attacked it only makes them stronger, if he leaves them alone they take his ground...

Warriors have counted the cost and made the choices. 
They are determined to have an ascended lifestyle, in Jesus. 

Spiritual warriors live in the Majesty of God. 
They have experienced a divine displacement – old for new. 
New heart, new nature, new character, new mindset. 
Spiritual warriors live from the Presence of God, they live their lives from the Secret Place, their meat and drink is, like Jesus, to do the will of Him who sends them...

Graham Cooke said this in his book 2‘Coming into Alignment’ -

‘Experiences with God are not one-time events. They are an introduction to a way of being with Him in life.’
Practising the Presence – becoming continuously God-conscious where our hearts and minds are overlaid by His; where we take on His very persona and live from the place of His deep affection for us – the beloved in the Beloved learning to have the mind of Christ where we think as He thinks, see as He sees and speak as He speaks – we operate from a mind that is renewed - the mind of Christ - are not optional extras, they are necessities if we are to become warriors.

Love the Lord with all your heart, soul, mind and strength -

Romans 12: 1 – 2 NASB

‘1I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship. 2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.’

Transformation of the mind is God’s goal for us. 
Victory and breakthrough come from a submissive will; from a will that is submitted to the greatness and goodness of God. 

You cannot manifest anything in the Spirit if your will is working against you. 

Submission to God comes first. 


If He is our focus, we will magnify Him, everything else will shrink. 

What are you magnifying right now? 
If you have a first heaven experience you will magnify the enemy, you will see him bigger than he is, and you will see him as the first cause of everything that causes trouble or difficulty in your life...if you see God as He really is, you will begin to have a third heaven experience...  

God is so utterly, amazingly incredible that you run out of superlatives! How do you describe Majesty so bright you cannot look upon it, how do you describe beauty so outrageous you hardly dare believe it, how do you describe the indescribable? 
What if He is nothing like any of us have ever imagined, but supremely, superlatively greater, more powerful and lovelier than that? 
What if He is altogether kinder, gentler, more merciful, patient, joyful, happy – in a word, glorious, radiant, bright than we have known...?

What if there’s a place in God’s affection, what if there’s a power that is ours – if we will believe it? 
We are not supposed to be able to contain what God wants to give us, we are supposed to overflow! Splash everyone in sight with a blessing, to walk in favour and give it away. 
God is glorified when we are full of everything He wants to give us.  
Everything is useful for your growth, identity, destiny and purpose – you need the circumstances you are in and you need to see that they will turn to you for profit, it all depends upon your perspective...so thanksgiving and rejoicing and the decision to overcome in all circumstances will need to become a lifestyle. So you have a decision to make if you are going to be a man or woman who walks with God in the high places and who has power with God; who is going to be strong and do exploits; and who understands that the circumstances of life are central to the person you are becoming...  

Mediocrity must go; ‘churchianity’ must go; because the Kingdom has come...

Consider this beloved of God: 

‘You are God’s treasure, a holy nation, His people, the people of His power, the people of His passion, the people of His heart, the people of His affection, you are more glorious than you know, stronger than you look, more brilliant than you can imagine – this is your identity; who you are - do not let anybody talk you out of it or talk you down from a high place. You are in Christ, you are astonishing; the very least you are wonderful, His marvellous darling.’3
So, what if there really is a place in the third heaven where you see God as He really is, and you see yourself as you really are, and you are dumbfounded, you are astonished, you are in awe, you are amazed - and you choose that as a lifestyle...
Over to you.
4 ‘Father,
I want to live in that place that Jesus died to give me. 
I’m starting to understand Lord, that I have to live above situations and circumstances and occupy a place in the Spirit realm where I only see from your perspective, and like Jesus, I only say what You are saying and only see what You are seeing and only do what You are doing.I need an anointing, Lord that looks beyond the natural into the supernatural so that I can see the Kingdom of heaven at work around me.

I pray, Father, that You will enable me to inhabit that place, that I may come into my inheritance, that I may come into the favour and blessedness that You have set aside. I pray for a revelation of Your love to fill my heart so that I may come into a whole new place of spirituality, a whole new place of walking with You, where I will be convinced of the bigness of God, that You love and care for me, that You are for me, you want me to succeed and You are on my side! 

Amen.’ 
1The Surpassing Greatness of His Power - Rick Joyner available from www.amazon.co.uk 
2The Way of the Warrior Series 3‘The Art of Thinking Brilliantly’ by Graham Cooke and further information on *‘inheritance words’  found at the back of the ‘Crafted Prayer’ journal are all available from www.brilliantbookhouse.com 
4Extracted from: ‘The Secret Place’ prayers, proclamations, and declarations by Beryl Moore available on request by email or post.
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