
Meditations on the Psalms
A call to the Secret Place

Psalm 84 New Life Version
A Desire for God’s House
1 How beautiful are the places where You live, O Lord of all! 2 My soul wants and even becomes weak from wanting to be in the house of the Lord. My heart and my flesh sing for joy to the living God. 3 Even the bird has found a home. The swallow has found a nest for herself where she may lay her young at Your altars, O Lord of all, my King and my God. 4 How happy are those who live in Your house! They are always giving thanks to You. 
“The approach of God to the soul or of the soul to God is not to be thought of in spatial terms at all. There is no idea of physical distance involved in the concept...so when we sing ‘Draw me nearer, nearer, blessed Lord’ we are not thinking of the nearness of place, but the nearness of relationship. It is for increasing degrees of awareness that we pray, for a more perfect consciousness of the divine Presence...”1

The imagery of life in the House of the Lord, in the Presence of the Lord, in the psalms is magnificent.

Psalm 71:3 NASB

3 Be to me a rock of habitation to which I may continually come; 
You have given commandment to save me, 
For You are my rock and my fortress. 
Reminiscent of Psalm 91...

Selah.

Throughout the psalms, which were David’s journal, we see that to him, living in God’s Presence meant the abundance of life that we have obtained through the work of Jesus on the cross...

Again we hear him –

Psalm 26:8

‘8O LORD, I love the habitation of Your house 
And the place where Your glory dwells.’
Psalm 27:4 – 5

‘4One thing I have asked from the LORD, that I shall seek: 
That I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, 
To behold the beauty of the LORD 
And to meditate in His temple. 
5 For in the day of trouble He will conceal me in His tabernacle; 
In the secret place of His tent He will hide me; 
He will lift me up on a rock.’
David saw the promise of abundant life in God’s heart prophetically - and entered in by faith...not by sight. 

The nearness of God is our good...

‘Never will I leave you, never will I forsake you’
Selah.  

Men and women throughout the Bible have sought the Presence –

Enoch (Genesis 5:24) sought to walk with the Lord and he was not...

God took him.

Couldn’t stand to be separated from a man who desired Him so much...

‘Enoch walked with God and God took him...’

Enoch found his home and God loved living with him...

He ‘walked with God’
What changes would you have to make to walk with God in such a way?

What hinders you?

Selah.

What hinders you from coming into your inheritance in Him?
Your inheritance isn’t a literal town or city, house or mansion, but the heart of God Himself...and He waits.

Psalm 16:6 NKJV
6The lines have fallen to me in pleasant places;
Yes, I have a good inheritance.
There are ‘pleasant places’, dimensions of rest and ease and belonging which are to be found only in God Himself...it’s all about inheritance -
Psalm 16:5 NLV

5 The Lord is all that I am to receive, and my cup. My future is in Your hands.
You are His inheritance – and He is yours...
The nearness of God is our good.

He never sends an answer, He sends Himself.
I AM all you need.

Jesus doesn’t give peace, He is our peace.

He doesn’t give rest, He is our rest.

Apart from Him there is no peace or rest.

Selah.

Footnotes: 

a. Psalm 71:3 Or crag 

Cross references: 

A. Psalm 71:3 : Ps 31:2, 3 

B. Psalm 71:3 : Deut 33:27; Ps 90:1; 91:9 

C. Psalm 71:3 : Ps 7:6; 42:8 

D. Psalm 71:3 : Ps 18:2 
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