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Meditations on the Psalms
A call to the Secret Place

Part 8

PSALM 91 AMP

‘15He shall call upon Me, and I will answer him; I will be with him in trouble, I will deliver him and honour him.’
You could call this meditation – trust revisited...
Some of us right now, I guess, are in difficult situations – you have experienced a ‘suddenly’ – something unexpected has occurred and everything you thought you knew has flown out of the window...

So you don’t much want to hear about trusting God right now.

Life has thrown one at you and you want answers and fast.

Your cry is probably –

‘Lord, get me out of here!’
Or maybe you just don’t know what to think any more...

God’s promises?

Yeah, maybe...
Right now the heavens are brass – even if you wanted to pray – which you don’t. 

‘In Him I will trust.’
‘You must be joking!’
‘I trusted and look what’s happened...’
It’s a choice – to trust or not.

Regardless of the outcome...to keep trusting Him because of Who He is...

So, how’s your trust level today?

On a scale of 1 – 5...

Selah.

There are two types of trust –

Situational trust -
And – 
Lifestyle trust:
In situational trust we trust for things, events and circumstances, the moment…

You’ve been there, your language reflects what is going on inside -

 ‘I am trusting the Lord for this’. ‘I’m believing God for that’ 
What we are saying is 

‘I’m trusting I get what I want in this situation…’
I can see what will bring me security and peace, this is my goal in this situation and that is the answer I want; it makes perfect sense to me…
I pray fervently and enlist the help of my friends…

That’s how it is isn’t it; we ‘claim’ the promise -

‘I will answer him; I will be with him in trouble’
Selah.

But He didn’t, and He wasn’t - you didn’t get what you wanted – everything went pear shaped  – your prayer went unanswered…which left you wondering about everything…
About prayer…about God…does He really care…what’s the point?
In the pain, the bereavement, the loss, the disappointment, the depression – where is He? Why didn’t He answer?
He pushes us into situations and circumstances that we would like to avoid…but He knows best…

He allows in His wisdom what He could easily prevent by His power, so what’s that all about?

What if His purpose in allowing these things is so we might learn to trust?

‘I’ll trust if I know it will come out the way I want it to…’
He says – 
‘No beloved, you will learn to trust when the situation looks impossible and I don’t appear to be there or to answer…’

That’s cockeyed! It’s absurd, it’s impractical, it’s silly, it’s daft…

‘His ways are not our ways, nor are His thoughts our thoughts…’
There’s something in here about the way He thinks versus the way we think…His perspective versus our perspective…

John 14:27

‘27Peace I leave with you; My [own] peace I now give and bequeath to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. Do not let your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid. [Stop allowing yourselves to be agitated and disturbed; and do not permit yourselves to be fearful and intimidated and cowardly and unsettled.]’
Stop it!

Stop allowing yourselves, don’t permit yourselves...
Selah.

In His intentionality towards us, He wants our trusting Him to become more than situational; He wants it to become a lifestyle because we know Who He is and what He is like and nothing can shake us; so we need the situations, we need the problem, to bring us into something deeper – a lifestyle of trust…for faith to grow, it needs the ‘fertiliser’ of a problem…
Faith needs a problem, or it isn’t faith.

So just what is your problem right now?

Is is a big juicy one – too much month and not enough money?

Bad report from the GP?

He is with you in it beloved – He hasn’t abandoned you – ‘never will I leave you, never will I forsake you’...and -

He does have a plan.

He wants you to live in a place of peace and rest, in Him in all circumstances…

Selah.

So how do we get there from here?

Right now, we are shaken up because things just didn’t turn out the way we thought they would; the job we were looking for didn’t materialize; the person we loved and thought was going to be healed, wasn’t; the money we desperately needed didn’t come…the husband who walked out, didn’t come back; our prayers, seemingly, were not answered; how do we cope with the deep issues of life and loss and still – trust?

‘Though He slay me, yet will I trust Him…’

There’s a ‘though’ and a ‘yet’ in here.

Job knew what it was to lose everything and he discovered something -

God doesn’t ask us to deny our pain and disappointment -
‘Though all these things are true, the pain, the disappointment, the loss, the betrayal - yet, will I trust Him.’
Psalm 62:8 Amplified Bible:
“8Trust in, lean on, rely on, and have confidence in Him at all times, you people; pour out your hearts before Him. God is a refuge for us (a fortress and a high tower). Selah [pause, and calmly think of that]!”
Job made a choice and he discovered something…
What God asks is that we don’t deny the pain but rather gather it up, stand in it, and worship…

‘All this is true, yet…’
The last thing you want to do is the first thing He asks – 
‘Give thanks in all circumstances for this is the will of God for you.’
Choices.

Choices are always about power, always. Choices will take you up or bring you down – what are you choosing? Peace, trust, calmness, joy, courage?

Anger, fear, anxiety, bitterness…?
Selah.

He isn’t asking you to give thanks for the circumstance, but in it – because He is right there with you, whether you feel Him or not…

‘Never will I leave you, never will I forsake you.’
That’s a circumstantial promise.

‘I will be with you even if it doesn’t turn out the way you want it to.’

Here it is we discover the ‘Why?’ question never gets answered…

And we find e doe

everything is about coming into a deeper relationship with the Lover of our souls Who ‘so loved’ He gave His Son that we might come back into relationship with Him… and we discover His deepest desire - that we connect with Him and with the Holy Spirit, the Comforter in all of this... 
So through all the changing circumstances of life we are learning to connect with Him and know Him in all things, all circumstances, all situations – all of life...the good, the bad and the ugly -  
Continually 
‘Give thanks continually…for this is His will…’

It is through these circumstances we learn to run to Him not away from Him, and we find He is not a disappointment.

Selah.

So we need to be experiencing Him all the time…

To do that we will need to make some hard nosed – 
Choices.

We will need to choose to trust and rejoice in the face of adverse circumstances.

You are in charge of your experience of God by the way you choose to perceive things and the way you acknowledge them before the Father…
Choices.

Choices will determine both attitude and altitude in the Kingdom.

Your choices will make or mar your life.

Your choices will put you in command of the situation – 
Or strip you.

To be powerful or powerless is a choice.

You can’t be pitiful and powerful at the same time.

‘All these things are true, but I choose, right here, right now, to stand, to trust You, to worship You…’ 

God is the object, the focus, you are looking at Him, face to face, He’s the One and you are letting Him know – 

‘You are the object of my trust and my confidence.’  

You are learning to practice thanksgiving – growing – trusting Him in all situations and circumstances. 
‘I trust you so I am going to give you thanks – I believe You will come through for me even if that coming through is not in the way I think it should be...’ 

You are proclaiming to Him – 
‘You have said ‘Never will I leave you, never will I forsake you – I believe it, that settles it, I trust You.’ 
‘Though He slay me, yet will I trust Him…’

You are coming into a lifestyle of trust…
Job knew a thing or two…

How’s it working out for you?
Selah.

You will find that as you make the right choices your inner state is changing – that which caused you anxiety no longer has power over you, you are moving from insecurity, where you wanted to be in control of the outcome of everything, to a place of vulnerability and security in Him – casting your cares on Him because He cares for you and you know it – 
You know it in your knower – it has become flesh upon you...
So you did need those situations after all…

He allows in His wisdom what He could easily prevent by His power.

Selah.

We are learning, too, that we cannot cast our care on Him until we are prepared for Him to answer in the way He wants, not the way we want…

Still a slight ‘Ouch!’ factor there I think...

We still sometimes have that tendency to craft our prayer to get what we want out of God don’t we?

Well, don’t we?

But there is a place -

Going beyond what we see, beyond what we feel – where our heart is fixed, steadfast - 

Forsaking all, I trust You…

F.A.I.T.H.

I trust You.

That’s what faith is, trusting Him, knowing Him, relaxing in Him, resting in Him…

Whenever life brings an earthquake, we go into the secret place and wait…

That’s where we are headed.

That’s our journey in Him.

‘15He shall call upon Me, and I will answer him; I will be with him in trouble, I will deliver him and honour him.’
Yes.

Selah.
Beryl M.
There is currently no copyright on this material please feel free to copy it in its entirety.

Visit www.psalm131.com for more free downloads.

Thank you

Oasis Community Trust is a Registered Charity Number 1029128.

7 | Page

