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‘As grows a tree’
Session 8

‘Turnings’
‘ 8 Produce fruit in keeping with repentance.’
Luke 3: 8
The longing to know God; to comprehend the incomprehensible; to touch the unapproachable; to converse with the Infinite arises from the image of God in our hearts. We were created by Him and for Him. The mystery which is God can only be revealed as the Spirit is pleased to make Him known to the seeking heart. 

Many of us received the Good News without appreciation and salvation without repentance; we have obtained facts without enthusiasm and received Christ without passion; we are saved, but our hearts have never fully turned towards Him in absolute surrender and devotion. As a result we live at a distance from Him without intimacy or a close encounter; paradise which was lost is not yet fully regained...
At the Fall a schism occurred which resulted in man’s independence from God and even when we are regenerated we still keep tight control of our lives. 

We declare we know Him and proclaim He is our Lord but a closer examination of how we live that out reveals something different; in actuality we keep vast areas from Him - either from fear or unbelief - we are divorced from the truth that in Him, and only in Him, we live and move and have our being. 

Like the Israelites before us, we forget when we come into the land of plenty –
Deuteronomy 6: 10 – 15 NASB

10 “Then it shall come about when the Lord your God brings you into the land which He swore to your fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, to give you, great and splendid cities which you did not build, 11 and houses full of all good things which you did not fill, and hewn cisterns which you did not dig, vineyards and olive trees which you did not plant, and you eat and are satisfied, 12 then watch yourself, that you do not forget the Lord who brought you from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. 13 You shall fear only the Lord your God; and you shall worship Him and swear by His name. 14 You shall not follow other gods, any of the gods of the peoples who surround you, 15 for the Lord your God in the midst of you is a jealous God;’

The Spirit of God yearns jealously over us for the entire devotion of our heart. 
Our desire to maintain independence from God and be masters of our own destiny is a legacy from the Fall, for without Him we can do nothing.
At the moment of salvation our spirit was invaded by the Spirit of God and enlivened to the call and touch of the Master, the seed of the new creation which is in Christ was sown and we embarked on our lifetime of turnings. We are forgiven and our sins, though they are many, atoned for. Instantaneously we are made righteous and acceptable to God; no matter how great a sinner we were, we can approach the throne of grace -
Luke 7:36 – 47 NIV

Jesus Anointed by a Sinful Woman
36 When one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have dinner with him, he went to the Pharisee’s house and reclined at the table. 37 A woman in that town who lived a sinful life learned that Jesus was eating at the Pharisee’s house, so she came there with an alabaster jar of perfume. 38 As she stood behind him at his feet weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears. Then she wiped them with her hair, kissed them and poured perfume on them.
39 When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, “If this man were a prophet, he would know who is touching him and what kind of woman she is—that she is a sinner.”
40 Jesus answered him, “Simon, I have something to tell you.”
“Tell me, teacher,” he said.
41 “Two people owed money to a certain moneylender. One owed him five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. 42 Neither of them had the money to pay him back, so he forgave the debts of both. Now which of them will love him more?”
43 Simon replied, “I suppose the one who had the bigger debt forgiven.”
“You have judged correctly,” Jesus said.
44 Then he turned toward the woman and said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I came into your house. You did not give me any water for my feet, but she wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. 45 You did not give me a kiss, but this woman, from the time I entered, has not stopped kissing my feet. 46 You did not put oil on my head, but she has poured perfume on my feet. 47 Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven—as her great love has shown. But whoever has been forgiven little loves little.”
‘This woman...’ was a picture of gratitude, passion and abandonment which the Pharisee could not comprehend; his heart had never been touched. He saw only a sinful woman and as he saw, he judged, both her and Jesus. 

Jesus saw only her heart of love and gratitude at His forgiveness of her sinfulness. She knew her need and it produced unprecedented abandonment...she threw aside all the cultural taboos, loosed her hair, wept and worshipped Him unashamedly...
And the Pharisee was outraged. 
Such overt and unrestrained abandon will always produce the same religious response.
Down through the ages individuals who have loved Him with total abandon have always been persecuted by those who do not...
Madam Guyon was thrown into the infamous Bastille for professing her love for Jesus in such a way that she likened it to an intimate moment with her husband which resulted in religious outrage and her imprisonment.

What you think about God is the most important thing in your life; how you see Him, what worth He is to you is of utmost importance, it will drive absolutely everything you do. 
Mary and Martha; Martha has a problem.  She needs some help and she accuses the Lord of not caring because her sister was sitting doing nothing whilst she prepared a meal.  She has invited Him into her house and surely, she reasons, her need of help from her sister takes priority over her sitting at His feet. 

Jesus sees it another way -
Luke 10: 38 – 42 NASB 
‘38 Now as they were travelling along, He entered a village; and a woman named Martha welcomed Him into her home. 39 She had a sister called Mary, who was seated at the Lord’s feet, listening to His word. 40 But Martha was distracted with all her preparations; and she came up to Him and said, “Lord, do You not care that my sister has left me to do all the serving alone? Then tell her to help me.” 41 But the Lord answered and said to her, “Martha, Martha, you are worried and bothered about so many things; 42 but only one thing is necessary, for Mary has chosen the good part, which shall not be taken away from her.”
Nothing wrong with Martha needing help at any other time but Jesus was there and when the King is here, everything else takes second place. 
Mary got her priorities right, sitting with Him took precedence over everything else...
Some things just do not change. 

Sometimes we judge by what we see and come to conclusions in our hearts such that our constant need like, Simon and Martha is to -
TURN.
Repent; turn, change our minds – we discover things are seldom the way they appear to be. 

The Creator/creature relationship is being restored and the first thing we find is that He sees things in a way we do not -  
Isaiah 55:8 NASB
“For My thoughts are not your thoughts,
Nor are your ways My ways,” declares the Lord.”

Such a familiar scripture but it isn’t until we see the extent of how differently His thoughts are from ours that we begin to change our minds about what we think and come into alignment with Him and repentance, or turning, becomes a lifestyle.

In the course of our journey we discover that –

· He calls us to intimacy, not equality;
· things are never as they seem; 
· situations rarely turn out the way we think they will; 
· His ways are not our ways and
· we spend the majority of our time - waiting.
During this process, one of the first lessons we learn is to wait, and wait well. 

Bearing fruit takes time.
Our waiting on God will depend greatly upon our understanding of who He is; how we see Him; what we think about Him. 
As we wait patiently revelation enters our soul and we discover He is altogether worthy to be waited upon.
He stirs up our nest; He disappoints our hopes; He brings down our confidence in our own ability. All He asks is that we sink down in weakness and weariness from our own ineffectual efforts and wait on Him to carry us on. 
He has bound Himself to us and He calls us to wait upon Him alone.
Psalm 62:5 NKJV
‘My soul, wait silently for God alone,
For my expectation is from Him.’
In the silence and the waiting, we develop patience. 
Patience is being able to persevere under pressure with a good heart and mind; it is endurance and fortitude without complaint; it is not easily provoked; it is a calm, even tempered, quiet persistence...and a fruit of the Spirit.
Acquiring it produces a major ‘turning’.

We find there are stages and degrees in our pilgrimage and turnings of many different kinds. Turnings in direction; turnings from behaviours; turnings from unbelief; turnings from mindsets; turnings from ingratitude; turnings from complaining; turnings from opinions; turnings from judgements; turnings from what we cling to as our security; turnings from planning; turnings from what had first place in our lives; turnings from selfishness to selflessness; turnings which esteem others more highly than ourselves as pride is replaced by humility...

Turnings
Turnings away from, but also towards – His love; His joy; His peace; His patience; His goodness; His kindness; His gentleness; His longsuffering and our self-control; life in the Spirit is about displacement as He restores the Creator/creature relationship. 
God formed man in the image and likeness of Himself to be a vessel through which He could show His power and His goodness. We were not designed to have a fountain of life, strength or happiness flowing from ourselves; we were to find all this in our Creator who had given us life and would communicate Himself to us moment by moment. All is restored to us at the moment of our rebirth but it takes time for the Divine seed which was deposited in our hearts to germinate and bear fruit -
2 Peter 1: 3 - 11 The Voice

‘3 His divine power has given us everything we need to experience life and to reflect God’s true nature through the knowledge of the One who called us by His glory and virtue. 4 Through these things, we have received God’s great and valuable promises, so we might escape the corruption of worldly desires and share in the divine nature.
God took the first step to rescue us from this corrupt world. He has granted us His power, revealed to us true knowledge, and spoken to us great promises. He has done all this for a reason: that we might participate in His own nature and reflect His own life. But we are not passive observers of God’s saving actions. We must receive His grace, grow in knowledge, and join Him in this work of redemption.
5 To achieve this, you will need to add virtue to your faith, and then knowledge to your virtue; 6 to knowledge, add discipline; to discipline, add endurance; to endurance, add godliness; 7 to godliness, add affection for others as sisters and brothers; and to affection, at last, add love. 8 For if you possess these traits and multiply them, then you will never be ineffective or unproductive in your relationship with our Lord Jesus the Anointed; 9 but if you don’t have these qualities, then you will be nearsighted and blind, forgetting that your past sins have been washed away. 10 Therefore, brothers and sisters, work that much harder to confirm that God has called you and claimed you. If you do this, then you will never fall along the way; 11 and you can be sure that you will be richly welcomed into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus the Anointed, our Liberating King.’
We have the goods – we are to grow into His nature and reflect His life – on earth as it is in heaven. 

This is both your calling and your destiny in Christ Jesus – that you become once again, fully human, after the pattern of the Second Adam.
God has no will towards us but that of infinite love and an equally infinite desire to make us partakers of His divine nature. We progress from one degree of glory to another; from barrenness to fruitfulness; from independence to dependence upon Him alone; our goal is God Himself, by any road dear Lord, at any price...

That is the plan anyway.

We were not designed to be masters of our own destiny.

As we saw at the beginning of our studies our progress is dependent upon our choices.

God created us for fellowship with Himself. In order to be able fellowship with Him, we must become like Him; to think as He thinks and see as He sees. Everything comes to us through the Divine seed in us - 
Romans 11: 33 – 36 NASB

33 ‘Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments and unfathomable His ways! 34 For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who became His counsellor? 35 Or who has first given to Him that it might be paid back to him again? 36 For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen.’
When Adam fell there was not the slightest hope of recovery without the intervention of the mercy and grace of Almighty God, the Creator and Sustainer of the Universe. Humanity’s glory was not to be independent of God, but to be totally dependent upon Him; we were to have the inestimable pleasure and delight of constantly receiving from His fullness.
We are totally dependent upon Him for our next breath. 
Our task is to yield to Him in the same way as the trees and flowers give themselves up to the warmth of the sun...waiting in stillness, silence, solitude, and submission to the Divine will which allows Him to work His high and holy purposes in us and through us.
When we do, the first thing He often reveals to us is that left to our own devices we do not desire to know Him in this way.  Our lives are not lived for Him alone but for ‘God and’...We have our ticket to heaven...our life insurance policy...but we don’t have Him. 
We could be heading for a Divine Confrontation -

Numbers 22: 23 – 34 NASB

23 When the donkey saw the angel of the Lord standing in the way with his drawn sword in his hand, the donkey turned off from the way and went into the field; but Balaam struck the donkey to turn her back into the way. 24 Then the angel of the Lord stood in a narrow path of the vineyards, with a wall on this side and a wall on that side. 25 When the donkey saw the angel of the Lord, she pressed herself to the wall and pressed Balaam’s foot against the wall, so he struck her again. 26 The angel of the Lord went further, and stood in a narrow place where there was no way to turn to the right hand or the left. 27 When the donkey saw the angel of the Lord, she lay down under Balaam; so Balaam was angry and struck the donkey with his stick. 28 And the Lord opened the mouth of the donkey, and she said to Balaam, “What have I done to you, that you have struck me these three times?” 29 Then Balaam said to the donkey, “Because you have made a mockery of me! If there had been a sword in my hand, I would have killed you by now.” 30 The donkey said to Balaam, “Am I not your donkey on which you have ridden all your life to this day? Have I ever been accustomed to do so to you?” And he said, “No.”
31 Then the Lord opened the eyes of Balaam, and he saw the angel of the Lord standing in the way with his drawn sword in his hand; and he bowed all the way to the ground.32 The angel of the Lord said to him, “Why have you struck your donkey these three times? Behold, I have come out as an adversary, because your way was contrary to me.33 But the donkey saw me and turned aside from me these three times. If she had not turned aside from me, I would surely have killed you just now, and let her live.”34 Balaam said to the angel of the Lord, “I have sinned, for I did not know that you were standing in the way against me. Now then, if it is displeasing to you, I will turn back.” 
Balaam moved strongly in the gift of prophecy but he didn’t know the Giver and neither did he fear the Lord sufficiently to take heed of the warning he had been given. 
God is singularly not impressed with the exercise of our gift. He comes looking for fruit – in Balaam’s case, the fruit of obedience.
Sometimes the Lord has to confront us in like manner to open our eyes and see that it is not the devil, but Jesus who is barring our way...
Hosea 6: 1 NIV

“Come, let us return to the Lord.”

Repentance.
A complete change of heart, mind and behaviour.

It is time to turn; time to put away our experiences (however blessed they have been); our conception of the truth (however sound and scriptural it may seem); our plans (however needful and suitable they may appear), and give time and place to Him; as we hear Him say, ‘You have heard it said, but I say to you’.

It is time to return to the main thing - the knowledge of the Holy.
What we think about God is the single most important thing in our lives. 

Proverbs 9:10 KJV

‘10 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom: and the knowledge of the holy is understanding.’

Knowledge of the Holy –
John 17:3 NASB

‘3 This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent.’
Eternal life is knowing Him; and in knowing Him, loving Him. 

Experiencing an ever deepening knowledge of the Holy...Whom we are to love with all our heart, soul, mind and strength...
‘If a man loves God you would not require to tell him not to take His name in vain...’ 1
Love, among other things, is respectful...it highly regards, venerates and esteems the object of its love...

It goes without saying then, if we refer to Him as ‘the Man upstairs’ without our conscience being offended we urgently need to think again; to turn.  The words reveal more than our immaturity; they reveal that we have no knowledge of the Holy, nor fear of the Lord...
We simply do not know Him and that is the source of our deficiency -
‘The church has surrendered her once lofty concept of God’ says A W Tozer  ‘and has substituted for it one so low, so ignoble, as to be utterly unworthy of thinking, worshipping men.’3
What you think about God is the single most important thing in your life...
Everything is ‘yes’ and ‘amen’ in Christ Jesus.  In Him we also know what it is to fear the Lord...honour and esteem Him; venerate, regard highly and revere Him... 
He is not some kind of Santa Claus or giant bell-hop who is standing there wringing His hands anxiously waiting to serve us; ‘We’re off on holiday Lord, please take care of the house and the garden while we’re away...O and water the lawn too if You can, that would be nice...’  
He is not our shield and butler...

If that is the way we treat Him, a turning is necessary...

Neither is He God All matey...

The essence of idolatry of is the entertainment of thoughts about God that are unworthy of Him -
‘Before the Christian church goes into eclipse anywhere, there must first be a corrupting of her simple basic theology. She simply gets a wrong answer to the question ‘What is God like?’ and goes from there.’4
He calls us to intimacy, not equality. 

It is impossible for us to keep our moral standards unblemished; our inward attitudes right and our country safe and free; when we have an erroneous or inadequate view of God. The end for us will be lukewarmness, worldliness and compromise...the end for our nation - destruction.
We are here to raise a standard, to be salt and light, to be a preserving, purifying, flavouring and cleansing agent as we hold out the word of life -

Matthew 5: 13 – 16 The Message

Salt and Light
13 “Let me tell you why you are here. You’re here to be salt-seasoning that brings out the God-flavours of this earth. If you lose your saltiness, how will people taste godliness? You’ve lost your usefulness and will end up in the garbage.
14-16 “Here’s another way to put it: You’re here to be light, bringing out the God-colours in the world. God is not a secret to be kept. We’re going public with this, as public as a city on a hill. If I make you light-bearers, you don’t think I’m going to hide you under a bucket, do you? I’m putting you on a light stand. Now that I’ve put you there on a hilltop, on a light stand—shine!” 
We need to keep the main thing the main thing. 
We must think of Him more nearly as He is; for He is altogether lovelier than the mind can comprehend; and all His laws are righteousness and justice -
‘Only to sit and think of God

Oh what a joy it is!

To think the thought, to breathe the name,

Earth has no higher bliss.’

Frederick W Faber5
Majesty unspeakable.

As priests and kings, a holy nation unto God, we must begin again to use language which extols and exalts Him; to seek after and follow hard after Him and His righteousness –

 We need not just one turning, but many –

Turnings
Our spirit can instruct our soul only to the extent that we will allow it. Stubborn refusal to believe and following the path of cultural relevance are kisses of death. We cannot be popular with people and with God at the same time; knowledge of the Holy One will separate us...
It is designed to. 
It is designed to set us apart...to make us a holy nation belonging to Him –
1 Peter 2: 8 – 10 NASB

‘9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God’s own possession, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvellous light; 10 for you once were not a people, but now you are the people of God; you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.’
As a dead body feels no hunger, deaf ears and a deadened soul know nothing of the pangs of holy desire. 
If you want God, He will be found of you...  

Matthew 5: 6 NASB

6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.”
In nature everything follows its hunger. 
In the spiritual life it is the same. 
We gravitate toward our inward longing.
God constantly draws us and reveals Himself to us in order to call forth a response and that response is a change of heart and mind. 
He initiates, we respond by turning to Him...

‘Nothing can prevent the spiritual rejuvenation of the soul that insists upon having it. Though that solitary man must live and walk among persons religiously dead, he may experience the great transformation as certainly and as quickly as if he were in the most spiritual church in the world.

The man that will have God's best becomes at once the object of the personal attention of the Holy Spirit. Such a man will not be required to wait for the rest of the church to come alive. He will not be penalized for the failures of his fellow Christians, nor be asked to forego the blessing till his sleepy brethren catch up. God deals with the individual heart as exclusively as if only one existed.... Every prophet, every reformer, every revivalist had to meet God alone before he could help the multitudes. The great leaders who went on to turn thousands to Christ had to begin with God and their own soul. The plain Christian of today must experience personal revival before he can hope to bring renewed spiritual life to his church...’ 6
You can have as much of Him as you want...
As the Holy Spirit within begins His ministry of the interior, He will purify us of the things that are not profitable for us – it is a house clearance which will bring about numerous turnings - even turnings from those things which appear good; good is always the enemy of the best. Many things we have learned may have to be discarded as the Holy Spirit brings His light and conviction. 

The mystics described stages in the ascent of the soul to God. 
When they spoke of the valley, they spoke of humility; when they spoke of the mountain, it was a symbol of spiritual heights; it is in lowliness we discover the heights in God. 
They sought spiritual perfection - a place in the affections of God where their hearts burned with a passion for Him alone. In the days which are upon us and those which are to come, we must follow them and become something of a mystic or we will become nothing of note in the Kingdom.
If we set our hearts on attaining a closer walk with God, decide that all earthly things are temporary and will prevent us from progressing in faith and that everything is loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Him we will discover a marvellous freedom. 
We will neither be overly pleased at success, nor disappointed at failure but we will be filled with the knowledge and compassion of God; fully restored to a right relationship with Him where we may ask what we will and it will be done for us...we will pray from that place of abiding in Him - 

John 15: 1 - 11 NASB

“I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit, He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit, He prunes it so that it may bear more fruit. 3 You are already clean because of the word which I have spoken to you. 4 Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it abides in the vine, so neither can you unless you abide in Me. 5 I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me and I in him, he bears much fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not abide in Me, he is thrown away as a branch and dries up; and they gather them, and cast them into the fire and they are burned. 7 If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be My disciples. 9 Just as the Father has loved Me, I have also loved you; abide in My love. 10 If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love; just as I have kept My Father’s commandments and abide in His love. 11 These things I have spoken to you so that My joy may be in you, and that your joy may be made full.”

Stay where you are put and fruit bearing is guaranteed. 30, 60, 100 fold.
Abide.

And you will be fruitful – absolutely guaranteed.
Our salvation is a journey into the restoration of a right relationship with Him, a bringing back to God’s original order and purpose for creation...a restoration of the Creator-Created relationship which contains many 
TURNINGS
We have not arrived, we are on a journey; we must settle the issue of change. Change is part of our journey; change of heart, change of mind, multiple turnings – we are not who we were, we are not who we are going to be, but we are on our way -
Luke 15: 17 – 18 NASB

‘17 But when he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired men have more than enough bread, but I am dying here with hunger! 18 I will get up and go to my father, and will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in your sight;’

The younger son realises his mistake, humbles himself and returns in repentance to his father who is just waiting to restore him.
Permission granted to make mistakes – it is part of our journey. 

Peter declares he will be with Jesus to the death if necessary... 

Luke 22:31 – 34 NASB
31 “Simon, Simon, behold, Satan has demanded permission to sift you like wheat; 32 but I have prayed for you, that your faith may not fail; and you, when once you have turned again, (emphasis mine) strengthen your brothers.” 33 But he said to Him, “Lord, with You I am ready to go both to prison and to death!” 34 And He said, “I say to you, Peter, the rooster will not crow today until you have denied three times that you know Me.”
Peter, declaring he would be with Jesus to the death if necessary only to deny Him just as He foretells. Later when he has turned in repentance and tears, Jesus reinstates him and gives him charge over His lambs, His precious lambs. 

God chooses the place of our greatest defeat to elevate us to the place He wanted us to have all along... ‘You are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church.’  Jesus chose Peter to be one of the first apostles and despite his fall, the word of God stood true; God factors in our mistakes.
Behold the goodness and kindness of God.

Helps with that thing called pride...He bring us low, humbles us, breaks us time and time again in order to bring us to the place where He can bestow glory and honour upon us in the Kingdom...
Turnings.

If you are not experiencing them on a regular basis, you may need to ask yourself if your heart has become hardened against the voice of the Holy Spirit; the more sensitive you are to Him, the more turnings you will know and experience; in the Kingdom, the way up is down and humility comes before honour.
We must take God as He is and adjust our lives accordingly. We must not try to make Him adjust to us. 
Put another way, we must adjust our desires to the truth; not adjust the truth to meet our desires...
Sometimes in our foolishness we just try to domesticate the Lion of Judah and bring Him down to our level where we think we can control Him.
We can only make a right start by accepting God as He is and learning to love Him for who He really, really is.  Not our image of Him or what we think we can get out of Him...

1 Corinthians 13:11 AMP

‘11 When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child; now that I have become a man, I am done with childish ways and have put them aside.’

Time to grow up...
A lifestyle of repentance is joy-filled; it moves us from a cloud of unknowing to a knowledge of the Holy. 
Repentance is not confession (which is agreeing with God we have made a mistake), nor is it remorse (being sorry we were found out). Repentance is an altogether stronger word. In the Greek the word is ‘metanoia’, which implies a complete change of heart and mind and subsequently thought and behaviour. It isn’t instant; you don’t add water and stir... 

Repentance: A change of heart, thinking, feeling and behaving. 
And it is linked to fruit bearing - 
Matthew 3:8 NASB 
‘8 Therefore bear fruit in keeping with repentance;’

Here John the Baptiser addresses the Sadducees and the Pharisees regarding fruit in their lives...
And Paul, teaches Timothy -

2 Timothy 2: 22 – 26 The Message
‘You never know how or when God might sober them up with a change of heart and a turning (emphasis mine) to the truth, enabling them to escape the Devil’s trap, where they are caught and held captive, forced to run his errands.’

Paul advises Timothy to be gentle with those who are opposing themselves and who are unwittingly doing the will of the enemy. We never know, he says, when God will turn them away from needing to be first, best and right, so in their ignorance, lead them on gently.
A failsafe way of recognising Jesus’ followers is you will know them by their fruit...
Matthew 7:16 NASB

‘You will know them by their fruits. Grapes are not gathered from thorn bushes nor figs from thistles, are they?’

The fruit that comes from understanding we do not know and a heart prepared to admit we could be wrong produces true humility; a correctable, teachable, mouldable heart and an attractive personality...just like Jesus. Humility and repentance walk hand in hand -
Turnings.
Every day we discover that which we thought we knew, we know not.

Humility is essential for true repentance; we have to admit we were wrong...

What then is the remedy?
We need a firm grip on theology before we can experience practical success as a Christian. 
Understanding who we are and where we are seated is of primary importance. We need a framework to bring the reality of what we know into our lives. All of Jesus’ and Paul’s teachings were both theological and practical.

Ephesians 2:6 NASB
‘6 and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus’
Theologically speaking, we are seated with Him in heavenly places and it is because of this, our position in Christ (not through sweaty self-effort) that we are bound to pass on what we have been given. But we need some form of practical help to work this out.
The mystics had what they called a ‘regula’ or rule of life.  It was a value by which they lived; a practical and inflexible rule through which everything was pressed as potatoes through a sieve -  

Colossians 3: 12 – 25 The Message

‘12-14 So, chosen by God for this new life of love, dress in the wardrobe God picked out for you: compassion, kindness, humility, quiet strength, discipline. Be even-tempered, content with second place, quick to forgive an offense. Forgive as quickly and completely as the Master forgave you. And regardless of what else you put on, wear love. It’s your basic, all-purpose garment. Never be without it.
15-17 Let the peace of Christ keep you in tune with each other, in step with each other. None of this going off and doing your own thing. And cultivate thankfulness. Let the Word of Christ—the Message—have the run of the house. Give it plenty of room in your lives. Instruct and direct one another using good common sense. And sing, sing your hearts out to God! Let every detail in your lives—words, actions, whatever—be done in the name of the Master, Jesus, thanking God the Father every step of the way.
18 Wives, understand and support your husbands by submitting to them in ways that honor the Master.
19 Husbands, go all out in love for your wives. Don’t take advantage of them.
20 Children, do what your parents tell you. This delights the Master no end.
21 Parents, don’t come down too hard on your children or you’ll crush their spirits.
22-25 Servants, do what you’re told by your earthly masters. And don’t just do the minimum that will get you by. Do your best. Work from the heart for your real Master, for God, confident that you’ll get paid in full when you come into your inheritance. Keep in mind always that the ultimate Master you’re serving is Christ. The sullen servant who does shoddy work will be held responsible. Being a follower of Jesus doesn’t cover up bad work.’
If this was a rule of life by which you lived such that it was immoveable to the point that everything had to be done, ‘word or deed in the name of the Lord’, would that change what you think, say and do?

Would you be prepared to bring your life under the scrutiny of this scripture?

A rule of life such as this means that we think, speak and act out of where God has put us, in Christ – the theory of the Christian walk becomes real. 
We are dominated now, not by circumstances, things or people, but by our position.

We see everything from a heavenly viewpoint.
Now we can do nothing but extend the favour and mercy we have been shown to everyone else.

Because we have been given this position of intimacy we are accepted, holy, and beloved and it is out of the love that God has for us, we can actively choose the way that our hearts will relate to the people around us - 
· We show the same patience
· We show the same grace 
· We show the same kindness

· The same gentleness

· The same mercy

· The same forgiveness

· The same love

· The same favour that has been shown to us. 
Turnings. 

So, if that particular scripture became your own personal rule of life, you could not be anything less than compassionate - no matter what the circumstance. 
If someone offended you, you would forgive and be kind towards them - because your rule of life issues from where you are seated in Christ who is constantly showing you kindness...  
You could not be anything less than patient, humble, gentle and kind towards everybody. And it would be totally and utterly irrelevant how they are towards you.

What is relevant is how you choose to live and from where; how you choose to show up in any given situation. 
It doesn’t matter whether that person is an enemy or a friend, you treat them the same. 
And when you are making that choice - whatever you do, in word or deed you do it in the name of Jesus and give thanks to God in the process. 
If these elements are part of the rhythm of how you live in God they will close the door to your carnality. You will remember the definition of carnality; it wants to change but is not prepared to do anything about it...
Everything comes out of your rule of life only if you stick with it. 

Choosing compassion, kindness, humility and gentleness, patience, and self-control are all guaranteed attitudes that will form Christ in us. They are the foundation stones of our relationship with God and with others and it is these which make us -

Fruitful
The Christian walk is a journey into the heart of God who loves us and wants us to be like Him. 

It is a journey that kills us before it raises us; where we lose to gain; leave to enter; die to live. It is a journey into our truest identity and a character that becomes identical to that of Jesus. For He is bringing many sons to glory and nothing works against the fruit of the Spirit - 
Galatians 5: 22 – 23 NASB

‘For the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.’
Amen.
Beryl
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