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‘As grows a tree’
Session 9
‘Knowing the Times and the Seasons’
‘5 I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me and I in him, he bears much fruit,’

John 15: 5 NASB
The children of Israel knew His works, His servant Moses, knew His ways – 
Psalm 103:7 NASB

‘7 He made known His ways to Moses,
His acts to the sons of Israel.’

God would have us know His ways with us. 
Psalm 25:4 AMP

‘4 Show me Your ways, O Lord; teach me Your paths.’
Good prayer.
Becoming more interested in God Himself; how He likes to do things; how He likes to think; rather than what He does, is a sign we are beginning to come into maturity. The balance has tipped from being a like child at Christmas constantly playing with the gifts and excited about what we see Him doing, to being excited about Who He is...In the process we are no longer intimidated by the enemy but grow increasingly intrigued and consumed with the person of God Himself.
A quickening Spirit is here for the purpose of teaching us more about Him, but we will not experience it on top of rush and hurry.  We have to learn the first lessons first.  Slow down.  More is less. Activity is the enemy of intimacy. 
All of life has a rhythm. Ours must become slower, slow, slow, quick, quick, slow – waltz time.  
We need to learn about His ways or we will not progress – that which I know not Lord, teach Thou me.
The whole purpose of Jesus’ coming was relational.  To bring us into son-ship, that we might know our Father and then grow up in Him. Everything God does in our lives is to one end and that is to bring us to - 
 Maturity
To the place where we can be trusted with the treasures of heaven...Everything currently in and around our lives, good, bad or ugly, has to do with bringing us to this place where we bear fruit and can be trusted with the riches of the Kingdom as fully mature sons. 
There is an inheritance set aside for us in the Spirit, but we will have to press into God to attain it. And there is a high price for neglect. No-one drifts to the top of a mountain; there is no place for passivity; winners never quit, quitters never win...We must make war against ourselves.  We have seen the enemy and he is us. 
In the journey of transformation from Jacob to Israel we discover our attitudes will govern our altitude; our choices will govern our territory; our decisions will govern our destiny.
What is being tested now will have a bearing on what God will trust us with in the future. 
We cannot possibly take ground from the enemy if he has ground in us. We must take responsibility for our own spirituality.  God is the Architect and Builder of our faith, but we have to give Him planning permission. We cannot afford the luxury of being barren or unfruitful in the knowledge of Him -
2 Peter 1:8 NKJV

‘8 For if these things are yours and abound, you will be neither barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.’
Barrenness and unfruitfulness, wood, hay and stubble; nothing of eternal value is set to our heavenly account.
In this session then, we will take a brief look at God’s ways with us; how He likes to think and act.  The times and seasons we encounter in our journey with Him. We will learn what questions we need to ask in order that we may deepen our relationship with Him and walk in fellowship with Him and with one another. 
A simple key is that real Presence requires real obedience. 
If we really want the uninterrupted Presence of God, we will have to become obedient people. If we communicate properly with Him, He will speak. Hear and obey, and He will be there. Love one another and He cannot keep away. 

When our consciousness of His Presence has gone it is time to start asking questions...
There is a vast difference between a companionable silence and an empty silence. When His silence is empty, we need to search for how we are causing the silence.
Let’s pray before we begin shall we?
‘Father, thank You I can live in the sunshine of Your smile; in an ever increasing awareness of Your Presence. I don’t want to do anything that would make Your Holy Spirit withdraw from me. I want my life to be marked with joy and laughter as I live in a dimension of Your Presence where I see Your smile, enjoy Your laughter and love You all the days of my life. Teach me Your ways O Lord, show me Your paths that I may walk in them.  In Jesus’ Name. 

Amen.’

One of the fundamental things we learn in our journey into maturity from child to adult is that God is not linear in the way He thinks, but circular - 
Isaiah 55: 8 – 11 NKJV

“For My thoughts are not your thoughts,
Nor are your ways My ways,” says the Lord.
9 “For as the heavens are higher than the earth,
So are My ways higher than your ways,
And My thoughts than your thoughts.
10 “For as the rain comes down, and the snow from heaven,
And do not return there,
But water the earth,
And make it bring forth and bud,
That it may give seed to the sower
And bread to the eater,
11 So shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth;
It shall not return to Me void,
But it shall accomplish what I please,
And it shall prosper in the thing for which I sent it.”
Everything comes down from heaven, accomplishes His purpose, and returns. Everything begins with Him, and ends with Him and we are somewhere in the middle.
He is circular and cyclical.

Before too long we experience times and seasons in our relationship with Him which we may not readily understand; we discover there is a rhythm to life in the Spirit. There is an ebb and flow in and around us; there are highs and lows; seasons of dryness followed by seasons of plenty...spring, summer, autumn, winter. 

We find that God is agricultural He doesn’t measure time, He measures growth.

Outside of abiding in the Vine fruit bearing is impossible as the branch cannot bear fruit alone, it will only flourish and fruit as it stays firmly attached to the vine. He is the Vine we are the branches. And it is the branches which are the focus of all the Vinedresser’s attention and efforts because it is they that produce the fruit as they receive nourishment from the Vine. 
The Vinedresser lovingly cultivates each branch so that it will yield as much fruit as possible. 
Everything in our life can be attributed to what the Vinedresser is doing. 
Fruit is not just evangelism – souls saved; it is maturity together with good works. Good works are defined as the thoughts, words and actions by which God is glorified in our lives. 
The fruit from our life is how God receives honour on earth; Jesus said – 
John 15:8 NASB

‘8 My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit’

Fruit. 

As you bear sweet inner fruit by allowing Him to nurture in you a fruit of His Spirit, making you more like His Son, God is glorified. 
As you bear outward fruit you allow God to work through you to bring Him glory and reach others according to His plan - 
Ephesians 2:10 NASB
‘10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.’

Always in and through.

For the vine to really produce the branches must respond to the Vinedresser’s attention; they must allow His scrutiny at an ever deepening level. 
And every branch will yield a different sized crop – four distinct amounts in fact -
John 15:2 NASB

‘2 Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit, He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit, He prunes it so that it may bear more fruit.’ 

No fruit, fruit and more fruit. 
The first branch He comes to, nothing at all. 
But some of the branches are not barren, they bear fruit; you can find grapes if you search hard enough. Pruning then gives opportunity for more fruit. ‘Could be promising this branch… ‘ 

But just look at the fourth branch - 
John 15: 5 NASB

‘5 I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me and I in him, he bears much fruit,’

Ahaah – much fruit, abundance - the result of abiding in the Vine. 

The encouraging thing in all of this is that more is always possible. 
Abundance is available and bearing fruit is for all, not just some. We get to choose the level of crop we will bear...
Choices, choices, choices...As we saw in our first study, choices are what make the difference between no fruit and abundance.  
One of the most unpalatable truths that we may ever have to face is the fact that the choices we have made (and sometimes did not make) have had a most powerful impact on our life and our fruitfulness right now. 

We are constantly confronted by them.

No-one drifts to the top of a mountain. 

Times and seasons.

It is very important that we know which season we are in; above all because we do not want to be found to be fighting the Holy Spirit. We need to be able to say, ‘this is where I am.’ And we need to be able to come into alignment in that place by asking such questions as: ‘What are you doing in this season?’ ‘How can I co-operate with You?’ or ‘Am I missing anything?’ These questions and more are part of our developing relationship with the Holy Spirit who indwells us and Who we ask in order that we may bring forth fruit in due season. 
At each stage in our journey we find there is a new language to learn. 
Adversity, we find, is opportunity (to call it by its right name).  We go from ‘I can’t’ to ‘I can and I will’. Every situation no matter how difficult, if approached correctly, will result in growth and profit.
There is a language of absolute confidence in God He wants us to learn in order that we overcome our circumstances and are not overcome by them.
He is restoring us to us the joy of unceasing, absolute, moment by moment dependence upon Him as the Source of life itself. Out of this dependence a lifestyle of much fruit will come, as we take childlike delight in our weakness and inability knowing it enables Him to be all we need for all we want, forever –
2 Corinthians 12:10 AMP

‘So for the sake of Christ, I am well pleased and take pleasure in infirmities, insults, hardships, persecutions, perplexities and distresses; for when I am weak [in human strength], then am I [truly] strong (able, powerful in divine strength).’
One of His names is El Shaddai, the Breasted One, the Nurturer and the Sustainer of life. He is the All Sufficient One - but somewhere along the line, sometimes, we forget -
Genesis 3: 13 Young’s Literal Translation

‘13 And Jehovah God said to the woman, `What [is] this thou hast done?' and the woman said, `The serpent has caused me to forget -- and I ate.' 
He still causes us to forget.
Restoring us to our true place in His heart is a major part of our return to the Creator/creature relationship and the key to our fruitfulness.  We discover who we are; where we are and our reason for being.

It is how He planned it from the beginning – ‘you be you and I’ll be Me and that will be enough...’ 

He is the Creator, we are the created. We are just apt to forget and take control of our own lives; it is the (fallen) human condition as we are warned -  
Proverbs 14:12 NKJV
‘There is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the way of death.’

The apparent ‘rightness’ of the way is not proof that it is the right way, so the warning is repeated...
Proverbs 16:25 NKJV
‘There is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the way of death.’

 When God says something twice in such a short space of time – y’all listen up!
When God breathed His Spirit into Adam He intended a relationship so intimate that where the one ended and the other began was undetectable...We are being restored to the original plan - the fusion of the Creator with the created.
This is our process of restoration to that place of union with God. 
Oneness –
John 17:11 AMP

‘And [now] I am no more in the world, but these are [still] in the world, and I am coming to You. Holy Father, keep in Your Name [in the knowledge of Yourself] those whom You have given Me, that they may be one as We [are one].’
Everything is dependent upon this union...
God the Father places us by His Spirit into the Vine, Christ Jesus. Our responsibility is to stay where we are put grow, mature and bear fruit...Fruitfulness is the result of the work of His Spirit in our lives as we allow Him access. 
If access is denied or limited by us there will be little or no growth or fruit – 

Matthew 7: 17 - 27 NASB
A Tree and Its Fruit
17 So every good tree bears good fruit, but the bad tree bears bad fruit. 18 A good tree cannot produce bad fruit, nor can a bad tree produce good fruit. 19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 So then, you will know them by their fruits.
21 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven will enter. 22 Many will say to Me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?’ 23 And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness.’
The Two Foundations
24 “Therefore everyone who hears these words of Mine and acts on them, may be compared to a wise man who built his house on the rock. 25 And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and slammed against that house; and yet it did not fall, for it had been founded on the rock. 26 Everyone who hears these words of Mine and does not act on them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand.27 The rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and slammed against that house; and it fell—and great was its fall.”
A sober warning issued by Jesus against those whom He declares you will know by their fruit. 
They protest ‘Did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons and perform many miracles?’ They are doing the stuff, they are seemingly fruitful, but they are seeking after glory for themselves; building their own empire. 
These are the ones who will hear the words, ‘Depart from Me...I never knew you’ – ‘I never had an intimate relationship with you’.
If we are using our gifting to promote ourselves, we will receive no recognition or reward for what was produced on the Day our works are judged. Sadly all will be revealed as being wood, hay and stubble; the works of our hands; we will have gone the way of Cain –

1 Corinthians 3: 11 – 14 NASB
‘11 For no man can lay a foundation other than the one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 Now if any man builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, 13 each man’s work will become evident; for the day will show it because it is to be revealed with fire, and the fire itself will test the quality of each man’s work. 14 If any man’s work which he has built on it remains, he will receive a reward.’
It is His way or no way. 
There is no other way we will hear God’s ‘Well done!’ on that day. Fruitfulness is a guaranteed outcome only as we abide in the place Father has put us – in Christ – as a branch in the Vine. In that place of connectedness and intimacy we are transformed to be more and more like Him, until we are 100% human filled to overflowing with the presence of God – 100% you +100% Him = 100% fruit. 

A major part of the restoration of the Creator/creature relationship is coming to terms with our own weakness and the insecurity this produces as He humbles us and systematically strips away from us everything we have grown to rely upon, until only He is left. The root meaning of ‘to humble’ is ‘to knock away the props’ -
Deuteronomy 8: 2 – 3 NKJV
“2 You shall remember all the way which the Lord your God has led you in the wilderness these forty years, that He might humble you, testing you, to know what was in your heart, whether you would keep His commandments or not. 3 He humbled you and let you be hungry, and fed you with manna which you did not know, nor did your fathers know, that He might make you understand that man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by everything that proceeds out of the mouth of the Lord.”
He would have us depend entirely on Him. 
We were created by Him and for Him. 
He is our Source. 

His Light shines on us, in us and through us.

In Him we live and move and have our being – if we are processing life properly, our insecurity is being transformed day by day into joyful vulnerability. We are asking for a teachable heart, embracing the pain of development and recognising change is here to stay.  
If we are not doing this we remain in a place of insecurity and of fear of the next challenge or change He brings.
Fruitfulness is reliant entirely on the level of our co-operation with Him and our dependence upon Him. To the extent that we are self-sufficient we lose our ability to bear fruit. We were designed to live in union with Him – as a branch in the Vine.

It is in this process of restoration that we need to be aware of the times and seasons we are in so that we waste nothing of our experiences whether they are good, bad or indifferent; negative or positive. 
We must ensure occupation of the territory we are given each time we make the circuit – if we lose it, we will have to revisit the same circumstances or situations again and again and again until Father is satisfied we have understood what He is teaching us. If you are currently recognising the same elements in the situation you are in, maybe you are revisiting because you just didn’t ‘get it’ the last time around...and it is time for some questions –

· What does this mean?

· What should I do?

· Am I missing something here?

· Am I reaping what I have sown?

· Is this You?

· Is this the Cross?

· Is this training for reigning?

· Is it the devil?

It is imperative that we are not passive. 
Questions are vital in order that we get the information we need to fully co-operate with Him and His process. Breakthrough is internal; it is about who rules. Your spirit man absolutely has to win the battle or there will be no progress. 
Our first two questions are obvious; ‘What does this mean?’ and ‘What should I do?’ In these we are seeking to find a revelatory answer to our circumstances and approaching them in the right way by going to the Source. 
If we get no answer here, we proceed to number three – ‘Am I missing something?’ We very quickly find that what we understand (or think we understand) in a given situation is likely to be erroneous – we need to be ready to hear that we are indeed missing the point of what God is saying.
Again, if we get no answer, we move on to specifics.

‘Am I reaping what I have sown?’ This is more common than we might think. Sometimes we get sick because of what we have been sowing in our lives...Time to check back; look at what you have been sowing and make sure you do a thorough job: have you been grumbling and complaining; sowing criticism and judgement; bitterness and resentment? Whatever negative you find, make an adjustment at that point by asking the Lord to show you every instance, and confessing them to Him – allow His scrutiny at a deep level – forget self-protection and open yourself fully to Him because -
1 John 1: 9 – 10 NASB

‘9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar and His word is not in us.’
When we have an all clear on those questions, we can move on. 
If the answer to the last question was negative, we move to ‘Is it the work of the Cross?’ If the answer is ‘yes’, then shut up and die quietly! Submit to God, kiss the hand that is hurting you right now and understand that God and the devil both have the same agenda; they are trying to kill you off.  Co-operate with one and resist the other, but don’t get it the wrong way round or you will end up resisting God.
Then we come to ‘Is this training for reigning?’ If so, maybe it is simply about being faithful in the situation you are in. This one can be a hard place. Faithfulness and endurance are birthed in a time of great difficulty where we want out, but choose to set our faces as flint. It’s just a discipline at the end of the day; learn to embrace the pain and grow through the situation, not just go through it or you will have to go through it again...
Our last question is ‘Is this the enemy? Contrary to popular opinion, it very rarely is. We have to be good enough for him to make us our target. But if God says ‘yes’ to this one, our next questions are – ‘Have I given him right of access? If so how did I do it?’ What door have we left open in our lives for him to march straight in and rob us?
We do not go straight into battle, but run into our high tower and wait until He gives us instruction on how to fight, if that should be necessary. Many needless casualties of war are caused by throwing hatchets at the moon when we haven’t been told to do so and when Father’s intention is that we should learn to hide ourselves in Him.
Working properly with these questions brings us from the old man into the new, transforming us from Jacob to Israel.
Cycles and circles:
God works in us through cycles and circles. He takes us round the sequence of sonship, servant hood, friendship and slavery. This is the basic cycle. He establishes us in the first before moving us on to the second. For Him, establishing us as His own is imperative before He gives us something to do, we must allow Him to root us firmly in Himself and not be too anxious to move on into servant-hood.
You will discover there is a circle of life; a relational circle; a work circle; a development circle; a circle of anointing – you may be in several at once...but the way marks are always the same –

· Sonship

· Servant-hood

· Friendship and finally
· Slavery

Within those cycles and circles, there are times and seasons. To some truths we make a return visit as He takes us deeper and we learn to live in a spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him; how He likes to think and how He likes to do things. How He orders things in the world of His heart.
The purpose of Jesus’ coming was to bring us back into son-ship; that we might know our Father,  learn how to behave as a son and become a willing servant as Jesus was – 
Luke 22:27 NKJV

‘Yet I am among you as the One who serves.’
It is a paradox.  We learn to flow from one position to the other as we adjust ourselves to the tension between sonship and servant-hood, friendship and slavery; from intimacy, to instant obedience and back again. Everything comes from Him and goes back to Him and it is all relational –
Romans 11: 33 – 36 NKJV

‘33 Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments and His ways past finding out!
34 “For who has known the mind of the Lord?
Or who has become His counsellor?”
35 “Or who has first given to Him
And it shall be repaid to him?”
36 For of Him and through Him and to Him are all things, to whom be glory forever. Amen.’
All of life starts and ends with Him.

All of nature and life is cyclical and seasonal, things come and go. Tides ebb and flow, seasons change. This is the way God works.  We come from Him and we return to Him. Our life right now is somewhere in one of His seasons or it is at some place in a cycle or a circle.

So, just where are you? 

Are you going deeper in sonship; in servant-hood; in friendship or in slavery? 
Are you in a time of waiting: a time of fruitfulness or pruning: spring, summer autumn, or winter?

Are you perhaps in a place of hiddenness?

Or maybe you are in manifestation.
Are you in the wilderness? 
If so, are you there by design or by default?
We need to know where we are and why we are there.

All of God’s dealings with us are relational. They all flow from the place of intimate connection to the Vine. As you study this session let Him show you where you are.  Are you in –
· A time of pruning?
· A time of waiting?
· A time of hiddenness?
· A time of manifestation?   
· The wilderness? 
Times, seasons, and cycles. 
Just as no tree bears fruit in the wintertime nor does it produce in the spring, it is only in the autumn the crop will be ready for harvesting. So it is with us, the time of our preparation and waiting is critical to the end result; we must not get so hung up on the destination that we forget to enjoy the journey.
Pruning: 
If you have borne some fruit, the Gardener will come to prune you in order that you may bear more fruit or much fruit. 
The secret of a good yield is both the right conditions and good pruning. Heat, light, water, air, and pressure all contribute to the crop. We are all O.K. with the first four, but pressure and pruning spell pain...pruning is a vital part of the process. 
In the natural, fruit develops slowly on the tree; it doesn’t pop up over night. As in the natural, so in the spiritual, producing fruit takes time -
Galatians 5: 22 – 23 NASB

‘...the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.’
Against these, Paul insists, there is no law; they are the ‘law’ of the Spirit of life, in Christ Jesus.  
Fruit production is possible at every stage in our life – 

Psalm 1:  1 – 3 AMP

‘1 Blessed (happy, fortunate, prosperous, and enviable) is the man who walks and lives not in the counsel of the ungodly [following their advice, their plans and purposes], nor stands [submissive and inactive] in the path where sinners walk, nor sits down [to relax and rest] where the scornful [and the mockers] gather.
2 But his delight and desire are in the law of the Lord, and on His law (the precepts, the instructions, the teachings of God) he habitually meditates (ponders and studies) by day and by night.
3 And he shall be like a tree firmly planted [and tended] by the streams of water, ready to bring forth its fruit in its season; its leaf also shall not fade or wither; and everything he does shall prosper [and come to maturity].’
After a crop then comes pruning. Father creeps up on us with His pruning shears behind His back and before we know it, He is snipping away...snip, ouch! 

Snip, ouch again! 

Snip, do I really need to lose that? 

You have borne good fruit, but in order to bear more, the branches which bore must be cut right back for an even greater yield. 
God is not afraid of reduction.

Fruit, more fruit, much fruit. 
And then pruning again. 

Possessions that possess you; friendships that are unprofitable; a ministry that has borne fruit now needs to be put on the altar – you have never been so productive for God, but He is asking you to let go - ‘Give Me, He says, your life’s dream.’ In this instance He is pruning what really matters to you, not to take something from you, but in order to become Lord of all your desires - 
John 15: 1 – 11 NASB
Jesus Is the Vine—Followers Are Branches
1“I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit, He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit, He prunes it so that it may bear more fruit. 3 You are already clean because of the word which I have spoken to you. 4 Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it abides in the vine, so neither can you unless you abide in Me. 5 I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me and I in him, he bears much fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not abide in Me, he is thrown away as a branch and dries up; and they gather them, and cast them into the fire and they are burned. 7 If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be My disciples. 9 Just as the Father has loved Me, I have also loved you; abide in My love. 10 If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love; just as I have kept My Father’s commandments and abide in His love. 11 These things I have spoken to you so that My joy may be in you, and that your joy may be made full.”
Surprisingly, as the vine ages the vinedresser does not prune it less, but more. He has not come to make life comfortable for us. The vine’s ability to produce fruit grows with each passing year and without intensive pruning the plant weakens and the crop diminishes. So mature branches must be pruned even harder to achieve maximum yield...
Waiting:

A time of pruning should not be confused with a time of waiting. As we wait on God He teaches us not to wait just for answers to our petitions, or for direction, but to wait upon Him as a servant upon the Master. Learning patience then becomes our highest priority. 
Waiting on Him rather than for Him, gives Him time to have His way with us. Our soul comes into perfect rest; our will becomes His will. In deep stillness the soul sinks into its own helplessness and waits for Him to reveal Himself –
Psalm 104: 14 – 30 NASB
He causes the grass to grow for the cattle,
And vegetation for the labour of man,
So that he may bring forth food from the earth,
15 And wine which makes man’s heart glad,
So that he may make his face glisten with oil,
And food which sustains man’s heart.
16 The trees of the Lord drink their fill,
The cedars of Lebanon which He planted,
17 Where the birds build their nests,
And the stork, whose home is the fir trees.
18 The high mountains are for the wild goats;
The cliffs are a refuge for the shephanim.
19 He made the moon for the seasons;
The sun knows the place of its setting.
20 You appoint darkness and it becomes night,
In which all the beasts of the forest prowl about.
21 The young lions roar after their prey
And seek their food from God.
22 When the sun rises they withdraw
And lie down in their dens.
23 Man goes forth to his work
And to his labour until evening.
24 O Lord, how many are Your works!
In wisdom You have made them all;
The earth is full of Your possessions.
25 There is the sea, great and broad,
In which are swarms without number,
Animals both small and great.
26 There the ships move along,
And Leviathan, which You have formed to sport in it.
27 They all wait for You
To give them their food in due season.
28 You give to them, they gather it up;
You open Your hand, they are satisfied with good.
29 You hide Your face, they are dismayed;
You take away their spirit, they expire
And return to their dust.
30 You send forth Your Spirit, they are created;
And You renew the face of the ground.’
The psalm sums up not just our relationship with our Creator, but the whole of creation’s need to wait upon Him alone for everything. 
Life is on loan, until He takes away His spirit. 
Selah.
Waiting is also a position of subordination and service. The Queen’s ladies-in-waiting do not act on their own initiative, but wait patiently on the Monarch for her will to be known, and when it is, they hurry to perform it. 
Isaiah 30:18 NIV

‘Blessed are all who wait for him!’
Wait ever, only, upon Him.

Psalm 62: 5 KJV

‘5 My soul, wait thou only upon God; for my expectation is from him.’

Hiddenness:
God takes you into a place of hiddenness to build you internally. Here everything is about your relationship with Him, and your character. You may be crying out for deliverance, but He has a more excellent way. 

Many times Paul wanted a manifestation of God’s power, but God wanted Paul in a place of hiddenness, where he could experience His grace, and make Paul aware of his own weakness. 
God wanted Paul to know what it felt like to be kept in a difficult situation -
1 Corinthians 12: 8 – 10 NKJV

‘ 8 Concerning this thing I pleaded with the Lord three times that it might depart from me. 9 And He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore most gladly I will rather boast in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 10 Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in needs, in persecutions, in distresses, for Christ’s sake. For when I am weak, then I am strong.’
Being kept is a characteristic of hiddenness. 

He gets you alone and strips away everything that would jeopardize the relationship, everything you are leaning upon, until all that is left is Him. 
He wants you to have influence with Him.  This is part of your development. It is one thing for you to trust God and another for Him to trust you. In this place of hiddenness we learn to stand still when nothing seems to be happening - and to resist trying to make anything happen... 

Hiddenness. 
When you are in a season of hiddenness He will remove the conscious awareness of His presence in order that you may learn to walk by - 

FAITH

Not by sight or feeling.

Everything you learned about Him in the place of manifestation where you knew the joy of His presence, you will now work out in a place of dryness and uncertainty. This is your opportunity to put into practice all the things He has been speaking to you about; He loves to make these things real in our experience.  
If you will allow it, these times of hiddenness will become your choicest times; times to be cherished; provided you cease to walk by sight and lean the whole of your weight in faith upon Him. 
To trust and give thanks in these difficult times is a supernatural response; it is not the response of the natural man but your spirit man; fleshliness and any remaining carnality will be dealt another death blow.
Manifestation:

John 20: 14 – 16 NKJV

‘14 Now when she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, and did not know that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?”
She, supposing Him to be the gardener, said to Him, “Sir, if You have carried Him away, tell me where You have laid Him, and I will take Him away.”
16 Jesus said to her, “Mary!”
She turned and said to Him, “Rabboni!” (which is to say, Teacher).’
He just had to say her name, and that was it. It only took a moment for Mary to go from hiddenness to manifestation.  At first she thought He was the gardener, then He spoke her name, and she was switched from hiddenness to manifestation in an instant.
We love this, the wait is over. God is so present with us; there is the fragrance of His Presence; things are happening, ‘God’, we are apt to say ‘is moving’. There are signs and wonders, magnificent answers to prayer and it seems that it could never be any different...
Manifestation is about the mountain top. It is here we want to stay. But we don’t grow in these times we are too busy being delighted and exhilarated with Him, too eager to see what He is going to do next. 
Once we understand the difference between hiddenness and manifestation, we will no longer be alarmed when He seems to hide His face. 
Now, in order to give us our life’s message, He will need to switch the scenery and take us into the wilderness; a place of no distraction...We can find ourselves here by design or default. 

The wilderness by design:
You are led into the wilderness -
Matthew 3: 16 – 17; 4: 1 NKJV 

‘16 When He had been baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water; and behold, the heavens were opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting upon Him. 17 And suddenly a voice came from heaven, saying, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”

4 1Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.’

When God is happy with you He leads you into the wilderness. Again there will be a compelling struggle of the soul against the spirit where you will discover a deeper place to live. Your soul will be brought to the place it is so weak it cannot rise. 
It is in the wilderness that we learn not to live in our circumstances, but in Him; to utterly trust in the nature of God towards us and who He wants to be for us. 

God takes us into the wilderness full and proceeds to empty us as we learn the joy of absolute dependency. 
And this is the place you will have to prove out against the enemy. It is where you experience true warfare as you go from being a chocolate soldier to a real one. You have to gain victory over the enemy in private; ministry is no place for this battle. 

The wilderness is a defining time. When you come out of the experience it will be with power over the enemy. You will know who you are; who God is and who He is going to be for you in the next season. 
Key questions here are: 
Regarding territory: ‘What’s mine?’, ‘What is my sphere of authority?’ 

Regarding learning: ‘What are You teaching me?’ 

Regarding the next season: ’What is my inheritance word?’ 
At the end of a wilderness experience we are changed forever; we come out with a life message, power and an increased authority over the enemy. But sometimes we are -
In the wilderness by default:

Sometimes we find ourselves in the wilderness by default.  
When we run away, we take ourselves there. 
Examples of this are Moses (who ran when he had killed the Egyptian) and Elijah (who fled from Jezebel). 
It’s been done before!
The comforting thing to remember in all this is that either way God is with us. He will never leave us nor forsake us. However you got yourself into that place of desolation, every part of your history will equip you for your destiny. 

Know of a certainty then, beloved of God, that you are in both the grip and the will of God. He has a great plan for your life, but you will need to learn His ways. 
Let’s pray shall we?
Father, please touch me by Your Spirit. I allow Your scrutiny within. Bring me dear Lord to a deeper, higher place in the realm of Your Spirit than I could ever have imagined. I desire to glorify You in my life. Touch me so that my devotion to You gives You greater joy and glory than ever before. Soften my heart before You, knead it make it soft and pure gold in Your hand. I want Jesus to see the travail of His soul and be satisfied. 
In His Name and for His sake. 
Amen.

God bless you.
Beryl
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