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‘As grows a tree’

‘Living in two realities’ 
Session 11
In George Bernard Shaw’s play ‘Pygmalion’, later to become a musical entitled ‘My Fair Lady’, a misogynistic and snobbish phonetics professor agrees to a bet that he can take a Cockney flower girl and transform her to pass for aristocracy.
Unlike Eliza Doolittle, whose journey was cosmetic and outward, our transformation is internal and accomplished by the grace and power of the Spirit of God as we are changed into citizens of the Kingdom and ambassadors for Christ, living from the inside out.  
In these days the Lord would have us understand that we need to come to the place where our lower, earthly, natural life, ceases and by the power of God, we rise into a life where He rules and reigns, where we fulfil our destiny in Him, and the lives of those around us are changed because we are here. 
In our last session we looked at the high cost of a low life taking as our example an Old Testament king who wanted a quick and easy victory without any effort. His epitaph could have read ‘You should have then you would have’... 

In this, the penultimate session, we will explore what God has planned for us, the territory which is ours in the spirit both to occupy and to possess. We will discover we cannot enter the land with our old mindsets, like king Joash; we have a part to play the most compelling of which is to -  
Romans 6:11 NASB

‘11 ...consider ourselves to be dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus.’
As new creations in Christ we are charged with manifesting the Kingdom of God by being not just overcomers but more than conquerors, reclaiming that which was lost first in our own lives, then in the lives of those around us. 
In the spiritual realm, death always precedes life.

Our rebirth moves us from the dominion of the first Adam, a living soul, into the dominion of the Second Adam, Jesus, and the power of the Spirit –

1 Corinthians 15:45 NKJV

‘45 And so it is written, “The first man Adam became a living being.” The last Adam became a life-giving spirit.’
We are in Christ and our lives now have two realities - the earthly and heavenly. We have a royal and heavenly calling but it is as the dust of the earth that we will fulfil it.
Living in this new realm our perception of who we are increases rapidly only as we make the choices vital to life in this new place. 
Without making conscious decisions day-by-day, sometimes moment-by-moment, we remain earthbound in our thinking about ourselves - who we are, where we are and what we are, all of which are vital to our identity in Christ. 
Our willingness (or not) to believe the power of the Gospel to transform and our co-operation with the process of change critically affects how we will show up on the day of battle - 
Psalm 110:3 The Voice
‘3 Your people will come as volunteers that day; they will be a sight to see:
    on that day, you will lead your army, noble in their holiness.’
We have a part to play...and it is determined by our choices. 

Faith is an action, not a mental assent to a concept with which we agree. It is our response to the authority of God in our lives.
Appropriating by faith the position we now occupy by believing that God’s grace and favour is upon us will result in us receiving the empowerment necessary for us to change from the inside out. 
Allowing the Holy Spirit to do His work of transformation, we refuse to hear any other voice but His; thus we go from faith to knowledge and are changed from one degree of glory to another. 

It’s a long war; it’s a hard war against our old nature. 
It takes time and determination. 
The flesh does not capitulate easily. 
It has an incredible ability to morph into something else that needs to be chased down and killed. 
We soon find that it is more active in our lives than the devil himself. 
The purpose of conflict is victory; the purpose of victory is occupation; the purpose of occupation is possession. 
God places us in His Son - elevated with Himself - in order that we should be conformed to His image, possess His nature and live from a high place where we are people of power and influence.  No longer earthbound in our thinking our life now has two realities –
Seated here we find there is nothing of earth in things heavenly. 
Here our decisions define us and bring us into the land of promise. 
We no longer receive our information from earth, but from the heavenly realm.

Our old man defeated, unable and powerless is put off, our new man powerful, creative, beautiful and bright, is put on –

Ephesians 4: 22 – 24 NKJV

‘22 that you put off, concerning your former conduct, the old man which grows corrupt according to the deceitful lusts, 23 and be renewed in the spirit of your mind, 24 and that you put on the new man which was created according to God, in true righteousness and holiness.’ 
Sickness, disease, mental illness, low self-esteem, tears, sorrow, anxiety, death and destruction do not exist in heaven where neither sin nor Satan have a place and now -
1 John 4:17 NASB
‘...as He is, so also are we in this world’.
We are in Christ as He is, the risen, triumphant King, who made His resurrected and glorified appearance to the apostle John in the book of Revelation. 
Seated in heavenly places we are in Him and He is in us. The Holy Spirit’s indwelling enables us to put to death the things that pertain to our lower nature and step over into resurrection life. Now we are learning to live again from heaven to earth; from the inside out; from our flesh to the spirit.
God has a purpose in calling us up to this high place – 
Ephesians 3:10 - 11 The Voice
‘10 Here’s His objective: through the church, He intends now to make known His infinite and boundless wisdom to all rulers and authorities in heavenly realms. 11 This has been His plan from the beginning, one that He has now accomplished through the Anointed One, Jesus our Lord.’
As an expression of the Kingdom of God here on the earth we display the love, wisdom, authority and power of Almighty God ‘on earth as it is in heaven’ acting as ambassadors of His grace and love to those nearest us and the community in which we live. 

The determination to grow up in God should always be an implicit part of our decision making. We are expected to mature so that we become part of the answer not part of the problem.
Our heads are covered with the helmet of salvation; our hearts are sheltered by the breastplate of righteousness; our hands hold the shield of faith and the sword of the Spirit and how lovely our feet are - 

Isaiah 52: 7 NASB

“How lovely on the mountains
Are the feet of him who brings good news,
Who announces peace
And brings good news of happiness,
Who announces salvation,
And says to Zion, “Your God reigns!”  

Feet are always about destiny. 

Wherever we tread we take the good news that peace has been made between God and man; sin has been dealt with through the Cross of Jesus and all may freely enter salvation’s gate.
Having received salvation it is our destiny to be like our Saviour and do greater things than He did because He has gone to the Father; our salvation is not the end but the beginning of our journey. 
Our battleground is now the world (in us), the flesh and last of all, the devil. 
As born-again believers we have a purpose, a commission and a destiny.  Our ultimate destination is heaven, but our destiny is to know Him and be like Him -
John 17:3 NKJV
‘3 And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent.’
We make it our aim, our goal to know Him, and to be changed into His likeness and we will not be diverted -
Matthew 11:12 NASB
‘12 From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffers violence, and violent men take it by force.’
As ‘the violent’ we make it our business to press into the kingdom against any and all opposition; urged on by our desire to know God we are active in our pursuit of Him...
There is a place where our soul can be united with God; where there are no longer two wills or two lives to be lived but one as Jesus prayed the Father on the night He died. 
John 17:21 New King James Version

‘that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me.’
In this place we are one in purpose, one in mind, one in heart and our lives are marked by rejoicing - 

Revelation 19:7 NASB 

“7 Let us rejoice and be glad and give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb has come and His bride has made herself ready.”
So, how’s it working out for you?

We are called to make ourselves ready. 
It is not the task of the Bridegroom to prepare the bride, but the charge of the bride herself. 
It is time for the bride to make herself ready; our choices from this point on are critical. 
Will we fully embrace the cross and the changes necessary to become like Him, or will we remain in our comfort zone on our bed of resting – 
Song of Solomon 5:3 NKJV
‘3 I have taken off my robe;
How can I put it on again?
I have washed my feet;
How can I defile them?’
The maiden’s affections have cooled. She is indulging herself in rest when she should be in a state of readiness, alert, watching and working while she waits for the coming of her bridegroom –
Luke 19:13 KJV
‘13 And he called his ten servants, and delivered them ten pounds, and said unto them, Occupy till I come.’

Occupy till I come. 

Just what, beloved of God, occupies you right now? 

Is it preparation for the coming of your Bridegroom and King, or is your heart filled with something else?
We are a people endued with power from on high; the remedy for a world in chaos called to speak into existence the will of the Father – 
John 1: 12 - 13 NASB 

‘12 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.’
As children and heirs of God, we have a new DNA; we are filled with His Spirit. We are not here to be ordinary, normal or mediocre but to be exceptional; living lives which display that it is more blessed to give than to receive.

We have a Royal calling. 

This calling is an invitation for us to participate in God’s sovereign purposes on the earth; our journey is one of two realities the invisible more real than the temporal. 
We have a royal and heavenly calling, but it is as dust that we will fulfil it –

Genesis 2:7 NKJV

‘7 And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living being.’
As dust imbued – saturated and soaked - in His divine presence, we are the visible expression of God’s love for the earth on the earth.  
We are life-changers.
Believing the impossible and seeing the invisible we are a remarkable, extraordinary, amazing, outstanding, glorious and significant people through whom God has chosen to demonstrate His presence, His love, His power and His glory. 
From the heavenly place in which we are seated we become carriers of His glory. 
When we are present, we change the atmosphere. 
We bring hope where there is despair, peace where there is conflict and blessing where cursing abounds. We are ‘terrible as an army with banners’.  The invincible Bride of Jesus Christ, an army of ordinary people whom God calls forth to be extraordinary -
Song of Solomon 6:10 NASB
10 ‘Who is this that grows like the dawn,
As beautiful as the full moon,
As pure as the sun,
As awesome as an army with banners?’
Learning, growing and developing is the process we experience as we practice life here on earth ‘as it is in Heaven’.
In our last session we saw that we were in transition from being bent in fear and hiding from God in sin and shame to the upright stature of accepted, approved and fully mature sons in right relationship with their Creator. 
Clothed with the righteousness of Christ we are no longer under judgement or fear of punishment, Jesus fully bore this for us, our only experience is the loving correction and discipline of the Father as He calls us up to be sons -
Hebrews 12: 4 – 6 NIV 
‘4 In your struggle against sin, you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood. 5 And have you completely forgotten this word of encouragement that addresses you as a father addresses his son? It says,
“My son, do not make light of the Lord’s discipline,
    and do not lose heart when he rebukes you,
6 because the Lord disciplines the one he loves,
    and he chastens everyone he accepts as his son.”
Sin fractures the love relationship; it distances us from God who constantly draws us towards a consecrated and holy life where we are set free from the law of sin and death. 
He does not leave us to do this alone but gives us the Divine Enabler, the Holy Spirit:  the teacher, trainer, comforter and encourager who, in exchange for our sin and failure, gives us Himself, making up whatever is lacking in us of the nature and likeness of Christ. We have all we need to be all He wants; consecrated, holy and mature walking in destiny and purpose - should we choose to believe and receive it. 

At the beginning of our journey together we examined the crucial importance of our choices, and now, almost at its culmination, we can see how our decisions are defining us.
By making Godly choices we come to the place where our lower earthly, natural life ceases. No longer living in the earthly we live by the power of the Spirit of God within us. 
He is in us and we are in Him. 
All He is we are -
1 John 4:17 NASB
‘...as He is, so also are we in this world’.
Everything hinges on the question of our identity. We portray what we believe about ourselves, our world and where we fit. The truth is that though we are clay we have a new identity, a heavenly D.N.A.  The glory of heaven is in us. We are His workmanship – His poema – He likes us, He accepts us and He approves us. 
Created from dust we now contain the glory of heaven –
2 Corinthians 4:7 NKJV

‘7 we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellence of the power may be of God and not of us.’
There is both pain and excitement as we encounter the tension of life in the two realities as we experience the pull downwards from our earthly nature and upwards from our spiritual nature. 

The spiritual must win out over the fleshly. We must be placing our feet in the heavenly realm or we can be of no good to the earth.
We must accept and believe that we are more brilliant than we know; more powerful than we can conceive and more beautiful than we can imagine. God is not glorified if we drag ourselves through life waiting to go to heaven. 
Believing what God says about us elevates us; unbelief keeps us earth-bound and powerless, locked in the law of sin and death rather than the law of life, in Christ Jesus. 
God’s plan is that our life on earth should be as it is in heaven or there is no glory. 
We are designed to be glory carriers. 
By occupying our heavenly place by faith we develop a life of confident expectation, signs and wonders follow us as we expect the miraculous; anticipate being amazed; marvel at His Prevenient grace and live under His constant smile of encouragement. 
In this life of eager expectation we have assurance and confidence that no matter what life throws at us we are secure in His love and acceptance; we are free to make mistakes and grow.  We are a living testimony to the world around us of His goodness and kindness -
2 Corinthians 3:1 – 3 NKJV

‘2You are our epistle written in our hearts, known and read by all men; 3 clearly you are an epistle of Christ, ministered by us, written not with ink but by the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of flesh, that is, of the heart.’
If the only testimony we have is of His intervention in our lives thirty years ago we are behind our own development. 
As our God-consciousness increases we should be able to point to something every day that has amazed, astonished and delighted us because we have encountered His goodness, kindness and power.

Unbelief and fear will tether us; we will remain earthbound eagles never reaching the heights. 
Bound to earthly living we will never taste the powers of the age to come. 
Encounters with God have experience attached. He wants us to live the Spirit filled life where there is no stopping.
Our heavenly Father desires to show us that there is a place in Himself where the flesh dies and we are filled with Him; a place where the earthly, carnal nature is no more; where we are filled with all the fullness of God; where, although we still have our body of flesh, its power over us is gone and we live in the joy of self-forgetfulness. Fully awakened to the spiritual life within we live from the inside out and become all He wants us to be to those around us. There is no place for the self-engrossed in a kingdom lifestyle.
It follows that one hundred percent surrender and abandonment to Him is not an option if we are to live in this fullness rather than in measure; if we are to come into our inheritance in Christ where there are no longer two lives to be lived but one –

Philippians 1:21 NKJV

‘21 For to me, to live is Christ, to die is gain.’
Beloved, it is time to rise up into our calling and destiny. To surrender absolutely to the purposes of God for our lives where we discover we have the authority to reign in life over sin and death; we can do all things in Christ who is our strength -
Romans 7: 4 – 6 The Message

‘When Christ died he took that entire rule-dominated way of life down with him and left it in the tomb, leaving you free to “marry” a resurrection life and bear “offspring” of faith for God. For as long as we lived that old way of life, doing whatever we felt we could get away with, sin was calling most of the shots as the old law code hemmed us in. And this made us all the more rebellious. In the end, all we had to show for it was miscarriages and stillbirths. But now that we’re no longer shackled to that domineering mate of sin, and out from under all those oppressive regulations and fine print, we’re free to live a new life in the freedom of God.’
It is possible to live on the other side of the Cross in resurrection life, in this life. 

God wants you to be so filled with Him that all your movements, your desires, your will are controlled by a new power so that you no longer exist because you are filled to overflowing with His nature; beloved, it is the normal Christian life.
Father wants us to be witnesses to the life of His Son in us. He wants us filled with Himself; free from the shackles of sin; abounding in good works; filled with love, joy, peace, blessing and strength of character; a testimony to the transforming power of His grace as we live out of the Spirit-filled life. 
We are the salt of the earth and the light of the world; cities built on a hill for all to see. 
Broken bread and poured out wine to feed the multitudes...

There is no end to what God can do through one person fully surrendered to Him.

So how much of God do you want - 30%, 60%, 100%?
There is a God-likeness - a resemblance to Christ - to be obtained; we must go on becoming what He wants us to be for the world around us. 

It is our inheritance in Christ, beloved; an abundant life filled with limitless possibilities. 
Heaven coming to earth just as Jesus taught us, on earth, as it is in heaven... 
We are born again of the incorruptible power of God - 
1 Peter 1:23 NKJV
‘23 having been born again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible, through the word of God which lives and abides forever’
We have passed from death to life -
John 5:24 NKJV

24 “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and believes in Him who sent Me has everlasting life, and shall not come into judgment, but has passed from death into life.”
We have become heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ -
Romans 8:17 NKJV

‘17 and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ’ 
The lower, natural, order has been changed to a new order of the Spirit of God. Heaven now has right of possession over you. You belong to the Father who has given you to the Son –
John 17: 6, 9 – 12, 20 – 24 NKJV

6 “I have manifested Your name to the men whom You have given Me out of the world. They were Yours, You gave them to Me, and they have kept Your word. 7 
 9 “I pray for them. I do not pray for the world but for those whom You have given Me, for they are Yours. 10 And all Mine are Yours, and Yours are Mine, and I am glorified in them. 11 Now I am no longer in the world, but these are in the world, and I come to You. Holy Father, keep through Your name those whom You have given Me, that they may be one as We are. 12 While I was with them in the world, I kept them in Your name. Those whom You gave Me I have kept; 
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20 “I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe in Me through their word; 21 that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me. 22 And the glory which You gave Me I have given them, that they may be one just as We are one: 23 I in them, and You in Me; that they may be made perfect in one, and that the world may know that You have sent Me, and have loved them as You have loved Me.
24 “Father, I desire that they also whom You gave Me may be with Me where I am, that they may behold My glory which You have given Me; for You loved Me before the foundation of the world.’
There is a place where we can live by the Spirit and not be subjugated by our lower nature; a place where it no longer has dominion over us; where we have dominion over ourselves and reign in life. 
Situated in His Son we are the expression of the Kingdom on earth here to show forth the Presence and power of the One whom we declare is our Father and is Supreme. Miracles signs and wonders are normal as the Bride makes herself ready for union with her Beloved.
When we reign in Christ heaven comes to earth.

To be filled first, you must first be emptied. Emptied of everything that takes the place He alone should occupy. 

If you shrink from death there will be no life in you. We begin at the cross, the place of death which leads to resurrection life. The cross alone foreshadows the crown. 
We started our series with a seed which had within it the potential to become a mighty tree; we saw that it had to fall into the ground and die in order that it could become like the parent tree. In our journey into the fullness of what it means to be in Christ, to dwell, abide and remain, we die daily to our old mindsets and behaviours as we put on Christ, His holiness, righteousness and peace. 
When we are found in Him and stand complete in Him no matter how menial the task to which He calls us His Presence and power make it glorious – 
Acts 6:1 – 5 NIV
‘1In those days when the number of disciples was increasing, the Hellenistic Jews among them complained against the Hebraic Jews because their widows were being overlooked in the daily distribution of food. 2 So the Twelve gathered all the disciples together and said, ‘It would not be right for us to neglect the ministry of the word of God in order to wait on tables. 3 Brothers and sisters, choose seven men from among you who are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this responsibility over to them 4 and will give our attention to prayer and the ministry of the word.’
5 This proposal pleased the whole group. They chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit.’
The apostles choose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit to wait on tables. 

Some of us today would consider this position too menial, except for the qualification needed, that you be full of the Spirit and wisdom - 

Acts 6: 8 -10 NIV8 
Now Stephen, a man full of God’s grace and power, performed great wonders and signs among the people.
 9 Opposition arose, however... 10 But they could not stand up against the wisdom the Spirit gave him as he spoke.’
This man, demonstrably full of the Holy Spirit, performs signs and wonders, waits on tables and does not consider it either useless or beneath him. 
Stephen stands supreme as the first waiter stoned for his faith - a man ‘full of the Holy Spirit and faith...’
If you are called to wait on tables do not despise your calling -
Zechariah 4:10 NASB
10 For who has despised the day of small things? 
If we scorn our calling we are ‘despising’ the anointing of the Holy Spirit and the power we have been given for the task -
Luke 19:17 NASB

17 And he said to him, ‘Well done, good slave, because you have been faithful in a very little thing, you are to be in authority over ten cities.’ 
The task of the slave was ‘a very little thing’ not just a little thing, but very little. He faithfully performed his duties until the coming of his Master which earned him authority in the age to come over ten cities. 

Despising an anointing in the small things jeopardises our reward. 

Every call of God upon our lives comes with the equipping and anointing of the Holy Spirit for the task. Like Stephen, of necessity, we must be ‘filled with the Holy Spirit and wisdom’.
Our destination is heaven, but our destiny is to be like Christ.  
Father’s goal is that His will be done on the earth as it is in heaven through a glorious people who are full of the Holy Spirit, His Presence and power, as we carry the very nature of God as expressed in the fruit of the Spirit within.  
A prerequisite for the filling is that first we be emptied of all that would hinder His total occupation. 
Jacob - a self-made man. 
He knew the promises of God; he comes to the place where God can take him no further unless he surrenders completely. Here he has let go of all he possesses and is left alone -
Genesis 32: 23 – 28 NIV
‘23 After he had sent them across the stream, he sent over all his possessions. 24 So Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled with him till daybreak. 25 When the man saw that he could not overpower him, he touched the socket of Jacob’s hip so that his hip was wrenched as he wrestled with the man. 26 Then the man said, ‘Let me go, for it is daybreak.’
But Jacob replied, ‘I will not let you go unless you bless me.’
27 The man asked him, ‘What is your name?’
‘Jacob,’ he answered.
28 Then the man said, ‘Your name will no longer be Jacob, but Israel, because you have struggled with God and with humans and have overcome.’
Jacob was physically powerful but unconquered. 
God wrestles him until the break of day when his thigh is touched causing him to lose his physical strength ever after to walk with a limp; now he receives a new name – Israel – for he wrestled with God and overcame. 
God will always wrestle our lower nature until it is conquered. 
We are no use until we walk with a limp, completely surrendered to Him and His Divine purpose.

Heaven is real - it is our destination when our work here is complete – but it is not our destiny; our destiny is to be like Christ in His fullness.
Purchased by His blood from the slave market of sin and destined to be a Royal Bride we are the beloved of God on whom His favour rests – like the little Cockney girl in ‘Pygmalion’, we are His Fair Lady.
We are heavenly beings learning to live in the tension of two realities. 
Our transformed status requires from us a radical change of perspective. 
As the Kingdom begins to come in our lives and the incorruptible seed breaks forth, puts down roots and sprouts leaves, it changes our values, broadens our world view and challenges our mediocrity. Suddenly life has purpose and dignity, hope and a future. From monochrome we have gone to glorious technicolour!

As we expand internally to make room for the majesty of the Kingdom, we begin to follow our Heavenly Father’s thinking; we take our information from Heaven not from earth.  We are no longer living in our circumstances but in Him. 

The authenticity of heaven takes on greater reality than earth.  

Our feet trace a path in two places – the one familiar the other, the path of the unknown... 

Life in the Spirit is about digging out an internal well; making a space large enough for Him to occupy. It is about letting God take out of us what shouldn’t be there, so He can put into what He most wants.  When He comes into us in His fullness He requires that we move out; two people, two wills, cannot occupy the same body. 

God is a refuge but He is also a refuge remover. He takes away everything that we have taken refuge and comfort in and replaces it with Himself as our refuge as He turns our insecurity into glorious vulnerability.

He wants us to know Him and His purposes -

I want you to know Me,
Know My holiness

Know My perfection

Know My joy

Know My love
Know My goodness
Know My plans
Know Me

Know Me

I want you to know Me.
He has given us the gift of His Holy Spirit in order that we might become more and more intimately acquainted with Him and become daily more like Him.

The Beatitudes, the Kingdom mandate, turns our thinking on its head and when He asks us to live it (not just embrace the concept) our comfort zones are radically invaded as we discover we need a completely new heart, struggle to turn the other cheek, give to those who ask of us; go the extra mile, cease making judgments, and stop giving or taking offence.
Here is the place where we experience pain, rather than the pleasure, of God’s ways as He reveals the dark side of our nature so close to the surface that we have to guard ourselves against being offended at Him. 

 ‘O Spirit of God, what is dark in me illumine...’
Welcome to the Kingdom of Heaven...where the violent take it by force.

God bless you. 
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