HEBREWS
INTRODUCTION 
‘IN THE SCROLL OF THE BOOK IT IS WRITTEN OF ME’
The personal revelation of God through His incarnate Son
‘Not all the blood of beasts
On Jewish altars slain
Could give the guilty conscience peace

Or wash away the stain’.

Isaac Watts
Foreword:

Welcome to the first in our series of studies on the book of Hebrews. This is a bible study and the primary purpose of any bible study is to magnify the Lord Jesus Christ. Christianity is built on the highest form of Divine disclosure; the personal revelation of God through His incarnate Son. 
I will be taking care how I teach and what I teach, having said that, it is your responsibility to test all things and hold fast to that which is good; search out the scriptures for yourselves – become a Berean - Acts 17: 10 – 13. 

We should go from nepios – a child without speech, to huios – a fully mature son whom the Father can trust with the riches of heaven. The scriptures are the essential ingredient for growth in our lives; they are the key that will unlock everything we need to know for the life of abundance Jesus promised us. We need to know what we believe and why and be able to give a response to anyone who asks us – the study of this epistle will enable us to know what we know, believe what we believe and live in the good of it -
1 Peter 3:15 NASB

‘15 ...always being ready to make a defence to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence;’

Through study of this letter you will be ‘thoroughly furnished unto good works’ - you will be fully equipped -
2 Timothy 3:16 – 17 NKJV

‘16All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.’

Hebrews gives us all these, doctrine, reproof, correction and instruction. 
As the book of Romans gives us the central doctrines of the Christian faith, life in the spirit, unity of the body and God’s redemptive plan for both Jew and Gentile, so the letter to the Hebrews gives the deepest and fullest revelation of redemption and the glory of the King, the Lord Jesus Christ, as He was manifested to His people but refused by them. The writer starts in chapter 1 by speaking of the prophets of which Jesus Himself spoke -

Matthew 23: 37 – 39 Phillips

“Oh, Jerusalem, Jerusalem! You murder the prophets and stone the messengers that are sent to you. How often have I longed to gather your children round me like a bird gathering her brood together under her wing—and you would never have it. Now all you have left is your house. I tell you that you will never see me again till the day when you cry, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!’”
‘Baruch ha ba bashem Adonai!’  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!
The constant theme of the epistle is that Jesus is ‘better than’, contrasting the Old Testament system of animal sacrifice with the ultimate sacrifice of God’s own Son. When Christ died and rose again the Temple was replaced by the ‘globally accessible’ Christ; we can now come to Him without moving a muscle, He is as close as faith. 
The two testaments or covenants – the Old and the New represent two different dispensations – two different ‘economies’ or time periods; two different modes of worship; two different women, the wife and the bride; and two different ways in which God connects with man. 
The first prepared the way for the second which is the fulfilment of what had been promised – a complete revelation of an everlasting redemption manifested in the Person of God’s own Son; the salvation and the power of an endless life.

In both the Old and the New testaments it was God who spoke; the prophets spoke in the Old, the Son in the New both God’s messengers to fallen man. God spoke through the prophets no less truly than through the Son; the difference is between the outward and the inward life; the inward brings to fruition that which was outward and foreshadowed – Christ in you, the hope of glory.
The major objective of the Epistle is to show forth the glory of the King, His heavenly Priesthood and the heavenly life to which He has called us and to which His divine power gives access. It teaches us the way out of babyhood into maturity. It calls us to -
COME UP HIGHER!

We are a child once, but we can remain immature. Do not rest content at the lowest level beloved of God; understand that ongoing and increasing personal fellowship with Him is the aim and goal of the Holy Spirit within you – the Father calls you to it; Christ lives in heaven to intercede for you; the Holy Spirit indwells you to work it.  
Overview:
The letter to the Hebrews was written to Jewish converts to confirm them in their faith. They were turning back in the face of persecution from their fellow countrymen and the writer exhorts them to go on to maturity and not be sidetracked by circumstances. 
To the Jews, who had long awaited their Messiah, a reminder was needed of the change that had taken place and the writer to the Hebrews first emphasises Who Jesus is by validating Him from the Old Testament in order to ensure they do not fall short by departing from their faith.  
Setting aside the customary greeting, he launches straight into his subject – the supremacy of Christ in all things; this is a recurring theme throughout the book - Jesus is ‘better than’. He insists the old vessels could never contain the new wine, and declares that a gulf exists between Jewish tradition and vital, life-giving, Christianity, therefore they should not look back, but go on to maturity. 
He uses the first chapter to substantiate his case, quoting extensively from the Old Testament passages which pointed to the coming Messiah, contrasting Him with the prophets and angels.  
He then delivers a cumulative argument in which Jesus is presented as being ‘better’ in every respect than that which has gone before. His appeal to his readers is based on the superiority of Jesus over the Judaic system which foreshadowed that which was to come. 

God’s word to Noah was of grace and the order of nature and of government; to Abraham He gave the promise of the coming Seed, the Redeemer who would make atonement for the race. To Moses He gave the Law and told of the coming Prophet, who would be like Him yet superior to Him – these were God’s messengers in the past, now, He has spoken by His Son and we should ‘Hear Him!’
The book splits into warnings, exhortations and encouragements.  After the initial proof of Jesus’ Kingship; His being better than the angels for they worship Him; comes the warning not to neglect so great a salvation and the great mystery of why He was made a little lower than the angels. After the proof of Him being better than Moses; the warning not to come short of the promised rest; after His priesthood being better than that of Aaron as He mediates a better covenant; a warning against laziness, apathy, or standing still and falling away...After the call to enter the Holy of Holies, a warning not to rebel, draw back or sin wilfully; after an encouragement to patience, a warning not to fall short of His grace...
He ends with applying what has been said about the superiority of Jesus to the life of faith as he lists the triumphs and accomplishments of Old Testament believers who withstood everything that came against them without losing faith. 
The major part of the book - which contains 3 of the 5 warnings - is from Chapter 1 through to Chapter 10:18 and is doctrinal; that is it sets out the theology of the cross and the foreshadowing of the coming of the Messiah with its pictures and types and relentlessly portrays Jesus as ‘better than’. 
The second part of the epistle is practical and contains the 4th and 5th warnings; it tells us of the life of power to be lived in this great salvation and substantiates the argument that we should not neglect it.
Warnings, corrections and reproofs are not new, they are part of God’s love – right through the Bible we see them.  In the New Testament John 3:16 is a prime example – it gives the way of salvation, and warns that if we do not take this way, we shall perish.  Salvation is there, the Good News is there, but the word ‘perish’ is there also, as a warning against ignoring the way of salvation. 

When He came, Jesus established a new order...no longer would His people be governed by the letter of an external law, but by an internal law – the law of love – so the writer is insistent that Jesus is better than Moses, better than Aaron, better than the Law because He mediates a better covenant. 

The Purpose of the Book for 21st Century believers:
We are Greek in our culture and thinking; the Hebrews were a people who lived from the heart and saw, touched, tasted and felt the Presence of God through their rituals – they knew His commandments, they had the Law –

Romans 9:4 - 5 NKJV
‘4 who are Israelites, to whom pertain the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the service of God, and the promises; 5 of whom are the fathers and from whom, according to the flesh, Christ came, who is over all, the eternally blessed God. Amen.’ 
The whole epistle assumes they had a good knowledge of the Old Testament scriptures, the rituals, practices and laws of the Temple and Jewish life. They were the people who had the greatest spiritual privileges; they were far ahead of people from a non-Jewish background. They had a really good knowledge of God and His requirements and principles. 
Now to whom does that apply? We are now the ones who have the whole council of God, to whom the adoption, glory and covenant applies. We are the ones who now have all the opportunities and privileges. So as we read the words written to the Jewish believers, I want you to put yourself in their place, taking this word as for you a child of God in the 21st Century. Don’t sit there and say this doesn’t apply to me, because it does – if there is one epistle that is totally up to date it is this. 
It is crucial to our understanding that we become familiar with the rituals and sacrifices of the Old Covenant and why they were necessary. 

It was vital, for instance, that Jesus was sinless and spotless; that not a bone of His body was broken; and we cannot set aside the virgin birth or the way of His death; His Blood is all important; as is the fact that He fulfils all the prophetic words spoken of Him; He is our Great High Priest, and this role is revealed in unrivalled fashion in the book of Hebrews – in fact without this book we would not know of Jesus’ priestly office and intercession for us; so we will be touching upon all these topics as we go along. 

Jesus’ High Priestly role is the distinctive revelation of this book and being written to the Jews, points them, without equivocation, to the conclusion of animal sacrifice and a new High Priesthood; a new order. 

He is Prophet, Great High Priest and King, the long awaited Messiah. 

He is and has always been 

KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS
The writer to the Hebrews addressed converts from Judaism; for us who are recipients of all that God has revealed, the book is timely for our growth and development. 
We must beware of thinking it does not apply to us – we now have the supreme responsibility having in our hands the whole council of God – the Bible. 
‘Hebrews’ instructs us both doctrinally and practically on how to grow up into maturity in Christ - this book will bring you into -

· rest

· maturity

· inheritance

· faith

In everything He is superior; everything in Him is new, the old order has gone, the new has come. We are not under an outward commandment to do things in a certain way in order to meet with Him, but are living from a circumcised heart, a heart that is open to God and has His laws written upon it, because the way has been made for us to enter into the Holy of Holies, through the Blood of Jesus -
1 John 1: 7 NKJV
‘7 But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.’
Keeping short accounts with God is not an option if we wish to go on to maturity...and only by understanding the importance of the blood of the Old Covenant, can we see what we have in the New -
‘Not all the blood of beasts
On Jewish altars slain
Could give the guilty conscience peace

Or wash away the stain.

But Christ the heavenly Lamb

Takes all our sins away, 

A sacrifice of nobler Name,

And richer blood than they.’
Isaac Watts
Season of Grace:
We are living in a season of grace before the final judgement when Jesus Himself will be the Judge of all who have not believed; for us as Gentile believers the message of Hebrews is clear - we are a new race of people never before seen on the earth and our remit is to bring Heaven to earth, to live in the fullness of that which Christ died to give us here and now and to touch as many people as we can with the Good News of eternal life in Christ.  
The purpose of the book for us is to bring us to maturity; it is foundational to our faith.

As we travel through the book some of you may see that the very scriptures that have been used to cause you to think that you could lose your salvation are actually proof that you cannot.

You cannot lose your salvation. 

You are eternally secure.  
For us then, the book of Hebrews provides the foundations of our faith; and it brings us sharply into an awareness of our own need to be alert to the very real danger of replacing an ongoing, ever increasing intimacy with the Lord, with religious observance; church attendance; dead works and keeping ‘times and seasons’...any religious form such as this speaks of our lack of knowledge of the mercy, grace, all embracing and encompassing love of God manifested in the completeness of Jesus’ work on the Cross. 
A danger, if there is one, in embarking on a study such as this, is that we should become cerebral  in our desire for knowledge and understanding and leave our hearts behind – so hold it all in tension, this should build on your love relationship with Him, not replace it.
Everything about the Father, Jesus and the Holy Spirit is relational; sometimes even in our regenerated state we are still fearful of Him and try to work for our salvation and His love, beloved this ought not to be so – we work out our salvation, we do not work for it. I implore you by the mercies of God, to understand His heart towards you which is full – full of love and compassion; He loves you all the way, all the time He always has; you do not need to do anything to achieve this. Salvation is His plan; you did not seek Him, He sought you – all this is His idea.
The purpose of the study is that you might understand even more clearly how wonderful He is and how amazing and far reaching is the free gift you have received from Him that you might ‘grow up into all things in Christ.’ That you may no longer be babes, tossed to and fro by every wind of doctrine – but that you may know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints - 

Ephesians 4: 4 – 16 The Message

‘14-16 No prolonged infancies among us, please. We’ll not tolerate babes in the woods, small children who are an easy mark for impostors. God wants us to grow up, to know the whole truth and tell it in love—like Christ in everything. We take our lead from Christ, who is the source of everything we do. He keeps us in step with each other. His very breath and blood flow through us, nourishing us so that we will grow up healthy in God, robust in love.’
Hebrews wakes up, stirs up, cheers up, and grows up; it ensures that we have a solid basis, a foundation for what we believe that is unshakeable, so that we gain and maintain a ‘strong confidence’ towards God.
Consider Him:

‘Our one need is to know Jesus better’ said Andrew Murray, 1828 – 1917 – I do not believe it is any different in the 21st century; God’s people tend to suffer from the same weakness in each century – lack of knowledge of their Lord. A greater knowledge of Jesus is the one treatment for all our frailty and the cure He wants to impart. 

The answer to all our questions and lack is always Himself.
The sum of the message of the book is the need to know Jesus better and live in the power of the risen life as fully mature sons. Christianity is built on the highest form of Divine disclosure; the personal revelation of God through His incarnate Son. 
If you have believed that the God of the Old Testament was a God of wrath and the God of the New a God of grace, you will discover the meaning of the scripture ‘I the Lord change not.’ Malachi 3:6. He is a God of grace in both testaments and unquestionably a God of love. If you have thought that all you need is to be saved and rest there, just waiting to go to heaven, it will inspire you to grow up in all things in Christ. 
The whole letter, even with its five solemn warnings, thrills us with the brilliance, the pre-eminence, the magnificence, the Majesty and the Supremacy of the Lord Jesus Christ, Coming King and Bridegroom – here we have His Majesty expressed and revealed unequivocally. From His need to become like us to restore us; to the revelation of His supremacy in all things the book covers everything we need to know to bring us to maturity, and never leave its main theme - Jesus - He is
PRE-EMINENT 

ETERNAL 
MAGNIFICENT

PROPHET

PRIEST

KING
JUDGE

MAN 

AND HE IS A
JEW
He cannot be compared to anyone or anything; in all He has pre-eminence. He is Sovereign over the affairs of men, and it is given to Him to be Judge of all. His is the power and the glory forever. Amen.
The visible Member of the Godhead; His supremacy is absolute and unquestionable, as is His Divinity; He is co-equal and co-eternal with God the Father and God the Holy Spirit; His High Priesthood is ageless, His blood spotless, His sacrifice, complete - 
‘Before Abram was, I AM’ 
John 8:58
All the Old Testament ‘types’ and ‘shadows’ come alive in the Person and work of our Lord Jesus Christ. If you have been unsure of where the sacrificial system and the blood of the Old Testament fits our faith; if you have been horrified by the amount of blood that was shed in the Old Testament, the book of Hebrews will explain it all as it focuses on Jesus - not only as the High Priest of our atonement but as the sacrifice itself - 
Genesis 22:8 NKJV
“8 And Abraham said, “My son, God will provide for Himself the lamb for a burnt offering.”
This revelation is unsurpassed by any other book in the Bible – He is both Priest and sacrifice; and as our Great High Priest, He ever lives to make intercession for us...
A study of this book will bring understanding of why the way to God was closed by Adam’s fall, and how it was made open again – it will enrich you and increase your gratitude that He should stoop so low and give up His Majesty to redeem us -
‘I saw a stately lord, seated in his regal chamber, before him stood a lowly manservant – respectful and waiting to do his lord’s will. The servant waited a long, long time and it was clear that he felt nothing but love for his lord, for I could see that he was eager and straining to be sent to do a certain thing in his master’s service...Oddly he was dressed in clothes that were scanty, and worn almost to rags, filthy with grime and sweat and though these were his clothes, I somehow knew he had never been sent out of his lord’s presence to do such hard labour. 
I was puzzled, for it looked as though his clothes were so thin they were about to tear or disintegrate and fall from his body. I was thinking “these clothes are not fitting for a servant who is so loved by his lord” for I could also see that there was nothing but pleasure and joy in the eyes of the master as he looked at his manservant. 
Then I was given to know that the servant had perceived the heart of his lord – that is there was a certain high task to perform that would bring the highest honour to his lord. He stood before his lord then and the eagerness of his whole being cried out “How long, my lord? How long must I wait to perform your will?”...and then the lord leaned forward and spoke something private to the servant and the servant rushed from the lord’s presence as fast as he could run...’1
Jesus stands before the Father, clothed in the filthy, sweaty, rags of Adam’s flesh, eager to perform the will of His Father in the redemption of mankind...
Mark 15:38 NKJV

‘38 Then the veil of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom.’ 
The veil of His human flesh is torn so we are able to come freely into the Father’s presence; torn by God Himself from top to bottom... 

Acts 2:22 – 24 NKJV

22 “Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a Man attested by God to you by miracles, wonders, and signs which God did through Him in your midst, as you yourselves also know— 23 Him, being delivered by the determined purpose and foreknowledge of God, you have taken by lawless hands, have crucified, and put to death; 24 whom God raised up, having loosed the pains of death, because it was not possible that He should be held by it.’ (Emphasis mine)
‘God so loved the world that He gave His only Son...’
Salvation is God’s idea and He came to the Jews first, then the Gentiles...This does not mean that God has finished with the Jews, by no means. God has not finished with Israel; and the church is not a replacement for Israel; but for the moment, and for the last 2,000 plus years we have been in the ‘times of the Gentiles’ and Jewish history is on hold... 
Acts 28:28 KJV

‘28 Be it known therefore unto you, that the salvation of God is sent unto the Gentiles, and that they will hear it.’  (Emphasis mine)
When Jesus came and took human form, He came as Prophet, as Priest and King. 

Hebrews 1: 1 - 2

 ‘1 God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past to the fathers by the prophets, 2 has in these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He has appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the worlds;’
God has spoken.

Jesus is God’s last word to us.

Jesus is enough – there is nothing more to say.

God has spoken – speaking is the vehicle of creation, the vehicle of fellowship. It is a proof that the speaker considers him whom he addresses capable of fellowship with Himself; a token that He longs for that fellowship. 
We were created for fellowship with God.

God has spoken in times past through the prophets, now He has spoken through His Son to make a way back for us... 
Mark 9:7 NASB
‘Then a cloud formed, overshadowing them, and a voice came out of the cloud, "This is My beloved Son, listen to Him!"’
God is still saying the same thing, ‘This is My Son, listen to Him’. 

Isaiah 1:2

 2 Hear, O heavens! Listen, O earth! 
       For the LORD has spoken: 
One of the last things Jesus says in the book of Revelation is

‘He who has ears let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches’
God has spoken – let us hear...

The words of God are creative deeds.
God asks one thing – that when He speaks, we should listen – and obey what we hear. 
Obedience and faith. 

Faith and obedience.

Hear and do.

Faith without works (of faith) is dead.

Hearing should result in change and action.

‘This is My beloved Son, hear Him.’ 
Hebrews 1: 1 – 4 Amplified Bible 

‘1 In many separate revelations [each of which set forth a portion of the Truth] and in different ways God spoke of old to [our] forefathers in and by the prophets,
2 [But] in the last of these days He has spoken to us in [the person of a] Son, Whom He appointed Heir and lawful Owner of all things, also by and through Whom He created the worlds and the reaches of space and the ages of time [He made, produced, built, operated, and arranged them in order].
3 He is the sole expression of the glory of God [the Light-being, the out-raying or radiance of the divine], and He is the perfect imprint and very image of [God’s] nature, upholding and maintaining and guiding and propelling the universe by His mighty word of power. When He had by offering Himself accomplished our cleansing of sins and riddance of guilt, He sat down at the right hand of the divine Majesty on high,
4 [Taking a place and rank by which] He Himself became as much superior to angels as the glorious Name (title) which He has inherited is different from and more excellent than theirs.’
There is a sevenfold presentation of Jesus here - He is presented as -
· Heir of all things

· Creator of all things 
· He is the sole expression of the Father’s glory 
· He is the exact representation of God’s being – the perfect imprint and very image of God’s character and nature
· He upholds all things by the word of His power

· As our Passover Lamb He made purification for sin 
· He has sat down at the right hand of God  
He is seated because His work is complete. 
Jesus uttered the word ‘Telios’ on the cross, meaning 
‘It is finished; the price is paid in full’.
We cannot but conclude - He has first place in everything, He is the source, the Alpha and the Omega - the beginning and the end - of our faith, of our lives, eternity. 

The eyes of our understanding must be opened; they must be increased, expanded, extended and upgraded to encompass all that He is and all that He desires to do in and through us in these days. 
Salvation is a process, we are saved, we are being saved, and we will be saved, through that process we grow into maturity, from babes in Christ, to fully mature sons. We are His people and the sheep of His pasture, He is the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords and this must become foremost in our thinking as we enter the dark days which are ahead of us. 
We must live in and be without doubt about, His absolute sovereignty over all things and His total omnipotence (power), omniscience (knowledge) and His omnipresence (the fact that He is continuously and simultaneously present in creation).

As we do this, we are lining up with Jesus, in Jesus and behind Jesus – we are coming into alignment. 
It is part of our journey that our heart becomes fully aware of the incredible life that Father has bestowed on us in Christ... We are His inheritance, and He is ours. 
We need an understanding of His total supremacy – Jesus is God’s visual aid to thoroughly enlighten humanity - the fullness of the splendour of Him must take root in our hearts and produce fruit in our lives.
What if? 

Our original mandate was to subdue the earth – what if the earth was withholding its fullness from us because of what lies locked within it? The innocent blood which has been shed upon it?

What if it is time for us as His people to begin releasing blessing into every area of our lives simply by speaking it out everywhere we go?

What if overcoming evil with good is as simple as that?

Any doubt in His absolute Lordship and sovereignty over all things will lead to our weakness in that area. 
So not only do we need to know who we are, but much more importantly, Who He is so I have entitled the first part of the study – Presentation of the King – as I present Him to you as the Sovereign Ruler of the Universe, our Lord, Saviour, Shepherd, Lover, Bridegroom and Coming King and bow before His Majesty...

Amen.
Beryl M
1I Promise you a Crown, Julian of Norwich: Devotional readings by David Hazard.
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