PASSING THE BATON NUMBER 40

A Royal Inheritance

‘You are a royal priesthood, a holy nation...’

28th August 2010

Prayer:

“Father, I bless You, I'm so proud of You Lord, You are so incredible, just the way that You are in Yourself, Who You are, You are so amazing. 
All the things that you ask us to be and do is everything that You are, You always give us first what You ask of us, so it is a great joy and privilege Lord, just to come and give our hearts afresh to You.

There is no safer place, Father, than Your hands in which to put our hearts and lives, because we  know that new every morning is the mercy of God, that You are so incredibly faithful to us, and Father I pray a Spirit of wisdom and revelation to be upon us today, continuously layering into our hearts these foundational truths that are taking us down this road into the next place in the Spirit that You have got for us. 
So give us ears to hear what the Spirit is saying Lord God, in Jesus Name.

Amen.”
We are royalty; we are part of a Royal Family in the earth who have all the resources of heaven at our disposal; where we are headed in this series is to come into all that heaven allows, into fullness not measure, and releasing of that fullness in the earth to the glory of God;  this will require us to make intentional choices that will keep taking us along this road into the deeper life of the Spirit.
God’s intention is a family here on earth; a family who will represent Him as He really, really is; who will do the things that Jesus did and greater things than these because He has gone to the Father. 

There isn’t a plan ‘B’ this is it. So, we will be looking at growing up in God; the ages and stages of growth of a Christian, and we will be examining the role of the Holy Spirit in this process. 
Whilst preparing for this month’s teaching, I have been impacted afresh by the love that caused salvation’s plan to come to us and the innate goodness of the Godhead and Their intentionality towards us in creation and redemption, and the incredible loveliness and beauty of the Trinity. 
Genesis 1:26

“ 26Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness...”
God wants the pleasure of our company. 
He wants us to live in His presence in the eternal bliss and contentment that He enjoys  forever.  

His eternal purpose in creation was driven by the love, delight and joy that have always been present in the Godhead.  An eternal community that overflows with delight and love;  full of fun and laughter. Their intense love for one another spilled over into a desire for a people whom They could love and who would love them with the same love so -
1 John 4:19

“ 19We love, because He first loved us.”
Love needs an object on which to focus its attention – ask any parent. This is why you were created beloved, to be an object of Father’s love and affection; for eternity. His love is ever towards you; His eyes are always upon you with affection  -
Psalm 139:7

“Where can I go from Your Spirit?
 Or where can I flee from Your presence?”
So great was this desire for a people for Himself, an object upon which to focus love, that the Father was prepared to send His beloved Son, Jesus, from Whom He had never been separated, to pay the ransom price to restore us to Himself. 

It is His plan which is being outworked in the theatre of life; His plan to have a people for Himself; a bride for His Son; one who will love Him and trust Him above all else; forsaking all others, cleaving only to Him.
I have had the great blessing to be able to think deeply and meditate upon the Godhead...their love for each other, their unity and their community; when One speaks they speak for all Three...there is no division or shadow of turning, love is completed in Themselves. 

They live in delight, joy, and love, a divine, eternal, community of Persons in complete loving agreement with each other.
Amazingly, the Father has placed us within that community; in the one place where we can get all our needs met and our prayers answered – in Jesus. 
“My space...”
Our fellowship therefore truly is with the Father and the Son, by the power of the indwelling Holy Spirit.

There is nowhere to get to;  we are already there; placed by the hand of the Father, into the Son. 
Our responsibility is only to stay where we have been put – in Christ – everything will come to us in that place.

The love of God is a spiritual garment which wraps itself around us as we intentionally and purposefully - ‘clothe ourselves with Christ’.  
By our choices we nourish and water the Christ-life within.

God did not come primarily to deal with sin, He came to reconcile us to Himself because sin had caused a barrier, which He came to remove.
In love He sought us; He knew we were without hope in this world without the cross. 
He was despised and rejected and because of the joy set before Him, He endured it – what was the joy? You beloved, you are His joy and His crown. You are the beloved of God; you are why He thought it worth it to go through the cross. 
You are precious beyond measure God says so.

This is so significant, the lengths He was prepared to go to reconcile us to Himself. 
We came, with the leprosy of sin - and we found ourselves lifted up, washed, loved and cared for, healed, listened to, understood, secure, significant, special, nurtured, accepted and - part of the Royal family of God and our training for reigning with Him began.
The Father Himself initiates everything; it is ours only ever to respond; the great love and goodness of God could not allow us to stay where we were, trapped in the fall and sin – He never blames us, but gently calls us to come to an ever greater understanding of His plans and purposes for us.

The Son accomplished the Father’s purpose of reconciliation; the Holy Spirit is our Minister of the interior to make all things new in our lives. 

Settle the love issue first beloved; settle it that God is the perfect parent, get rid of your religious baggage and analytical western thought, and recognise -
Isaiah 55:8 - 9

“ 8"(For) My thoughts are not your thoughts,
         Nor are your ways My ways," declares the LORD. 
    9"For as the heavens are higher than the earth,
         So are My ways higher than your ways
         And My thoughts than your thoughts.” 

His thoughts of love are so much higher than yours beloved and He’s not hiding from you, neither is He withholding anything from you; everything you experience is for your profit, your training for reigning -
Galatians 4:1 – 7

 ‘ 1Now I say, as long as the heir is a child, he does not differ at all from a slave although he is owner of everything,  2but he is under guardians and managers until the date set by the father.  3So also we, while we were children, were held in bondage under the elemental things of the world.  4But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law,  5so that He might redeem those who were under the Law, that we might receive the adoption as sons.  6Because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, "Abba! Father!"  7Therefore you are no longer a slave, but a son; and if a son, then an heir through God.’
Every heir is trained for the position he or she will ultimately hold. 

Life is not easy for royalty, they have to live in a goldfish bowl where everything they do and say is scrutinised by the general public and the press. 

Our Queen has spent her life serving the people of this country. From a child she was trained for the position, though not expecting to take the throne, but when she did, all the training she had received had equipped her for office and she committed herself wholeheartedly to the work. She had to give up any thought of living a quiet family life...from the moment her father died, she stepped forward and became what the country expected of her, she has given her life to this, and she is to be much admired for her selfless dedication to doing her duty to the country.
What about us? Nothing of this earth, no matter how worthy, is good enough for us; for He made us for Himself and our soul is ever dissatisfied until it finds its completion in Him – nothing can compare with the indwelling Presence of the eternal uncreated Godhead...

Colossians 1:27
“Christ in you, the hope of glory.”
Hope in the biblical context is – confident expectation.
Our journey is one from believing this truth – we call it exercising faith; through experiencing this truth; to knowing this truth - Christ in you, the hope of glory.  

It is not enough to believe that Jesus Christ is Lord, it has to become true in our experience, then and only then, will we really know that Jesus Christ is Lord. We go from faith to knowledge, once we have knowledge, we do not need faith.

So, when we do not have knowledge, we exercise faith, we believe; God gives us an experience of Himself, we luxuriate in feeling His Presence; the next thing we know, He seems to have withdrawn and we are left wondering what has happened, what we have done wrong, where He has gone, we can’t feel Him any more...

At this stage many people become disillusioned, assuming that it is their fault in some way, they believe they have not measured up to what He is expecting of them in some area - of which they are unaware - and they withdraw from being with Him, or conversely they go into striving – to the delight of the enemy. 

What has happened is that He now requires us to enjoy Him, celebrate Him, even though we feel nothing – so we declare trust, we celebrate Who He is, minus the feeling.  ‘Whether I feel it or not Lord, this I know, You are good...’ In this way we move from faith, via the experience He has given us of Himself, to knowledge. 
Once we have done this and are secure in Him whether we feel Him or not, He can let us have the feelings back because we are not dependent upon them, but upon Him and Who we know Him to be. This is to be our experience all the time – we know.

John 17:10

 “ 3This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent.” 

Eternal life is knowing Him – as He really, really is - for you – it’s relational.

This is our journey, daily, moment by moment, putting the soul under the benevolent dictatorship of the Holy Spirit, yielding joyously to His work in our lives as the Christ-life is formed in us and released through us. 
For some, this is a great struggle; a fight to the death, forcing them to render up their sword to win the ground of their own soul – George Matheson said it like this –
‘Make me a captive, Lord

And then I shall be free

Force me to render up my sword

And I shall conqueror be.

I sink in life’s alarms

When by myself I stand’ 

Imprison me within Thine arms,

And strong shall be my hand.

My heart is weak and poor

Until it master find;

It has no spring of action sure

It varies with the wind.

It cannot freely move

Till Thou has wrought its chain;

Enslave it with Thy matchless love,

And deathless it shall reign.

My will is not my own

Til Thou hast made it Thine;

If it would reach a monarch’s throne

It must its crown resign.

It only stands unbent

Amid the clashing strife

When on Thy bosom it has leant,

And found in Thee its life.

When this is accomplished, we will have Him who is everything.

God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself -

2 Corinthians 5:19 

“God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and He has committed to us the word of reconciliation.”
What an amazing statement – not counting their trespasses against them.

The underlying factor in any hindrance to His purposes is always us, our inability to believe what He has done in Christ; that He loves us unconditionally; it isn’t based on our performance, and that He is good and only has our best interests at heart.  
He has a good plan for us – it is only our obtuseness - our dullness - and our intransigence – unwillingness to change - that keeps us locked into old patterns of thinking, habits and behaviour.  We are indeed like a prisoner whose door has been unlocked, all we have to do is walk free but we remain in our cell, happy in our bondage.
For many of us the battle is long and hard as the Lord seeks to unshackle us from controlling our own lives and those dearest to us, because we think we know what is best both for us and them.
Unconsciously we are in agreement with the enemy of our souls. 
Jesus came that we might be set free from this prison of self.

It is the original lie – you can be master of your own destiny – the desire for self-rule and self-government is deeply ingrained in us.  
And for some the words that the writer of the Hebrews used could still be true -

Hebrews 5:12

“ 12For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you have need again for someone to teach you the elementary principles of the oracles of God, and you have come to need milk and not solid food.”
The human condition is this; we may desperately want to change the way we are but find ourselves unwilling to pay the price of the process of change - which is not instantaneous, but a day by day walk into the fullness of Christ who is our life.
Bob Mumford puts it this way – ‘Christians go into the supermarket of God’s gifts and load up their trolleys from the shelves, but when they come to the check out, they won’t pay the man and so they turn around and put it all back..’ 

They won’t pay the price.
In the instant society in which we live there is a forgotten word and that word is - discipleship. A disciple is one who is willing to learn and to go on learning...
There is a difference between a growing congregation and a congregation which is just increasing numerically; just as there is a difference between fruit on the vine and leaves on the vine. The Vinedresser comes looking for fruit.

If in a congregation all you have is an increasing number of people of the same quality, no-one is maturing. You started with 60 spiritual babies, now you have 600...you have or are part of, an orphanage not a church. Nobody has a father or mother in God, all that is happening is that the bills are paid, and the milk bottles are kept full. 
This is not God’s best for us beloved. His plan is that we grow up in all things, in Christ -
Ephesians 4:15

“ 15but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him who is the head, even Christ,”
God does not measure time, He measures growth and He has not changed His mind about bringing many sons to glory – Hebrews 2:10 - and clearly stated in Romans 8:29 is His intention - 

Romans 8:29:
 

“ 29For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren;” 
The Father’s heart is always that He should bring forth sons – sons in the image of Jesus and the process is nepios to huios.  
Some of us are in a hurry to get somewhere, but we don’t know where it is we want to be – we just want out from where we are – that beloved is immaturity.
Immaturity pays no attention to the lessons we learn along the way, or the problems incurred by disobedience – disobedience has a price tag, compound interest accumulates on it. 
Adolescent spirituality occurs when we remain aligned with negative emotions such as fear, anxiety, and worry. We allow impatience to rule in our hearts. We maintain a victim mindset and a slave mentality because we are unwilling to allow Jesus to be Lord of our lives; we are not wholehearted towards Him. Our difficulties only make us bitter, not better, and disempowerment is our choice; self-pity destroys our destiny; and negativity slows down our development. 

No one drifts to the top of a mountain; they make plans how they will get there.  It is the same for us, to go to a high place we must make plans to do so and determine to use the difficulties we encounter to elevate us, not cast us down. 

So, maturity is about learning to enjoy the journey we are on, squeezing everything out of every situation for our profit. God will never allow an event or an impartation to take the place of process; He enjoys the journey with you. 

Process is where you build your relationship with God.  
He uses every situation to profit you; He is with you in it, He has promised to be with you always.

Matthew 28:20 

“I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”
Nepios to Huios: 
We have looked before at the ages and stages of growth from nepios, a child without speech, right through to fully mature sons, huios. God is looking for sons, not babies. 
To recap briefly, a nepios is literally a child without speech, a babe, one who is on the milk. Noise at one end and smell at the other with a smile in between, they live in their own mess, they are always needing to be cleaned up by someone else; this is fine for a short time, but if our dependency, which needs to be on God, becomes fixed on people, we are destined to live out our Christian walk as a perpetual baby constantly needing reassurance;  and cleaning up at both ends!

The next stage is the teknion stage, this is a baby who is weaned and taking solids, it is beginning to come off the milk – trouble is with this age group, they never know what is good for them, all strawberries in the diet, no sprouts, so at this stage it is all what feels good and tastes good. 
A Christian, who is at this stage, is consumed with how they ‘feel’ – their relationship with God is always about ‘feelings’; if they can’t feel the Lord, then He isn’t there;  we touched on that just now. 
Everything is emotional; emotions for them are the evidence for the Presence of God; this translates into a constant need for something new; to be at meetings because we want something to happen outside of ourselves, to give us a ‘feeling’ – landing like a cow pat on our heads...which we believe will instantly transform us. 
Dream on. 
Teknion’s don’t understand that everything God does, He does through process; a series of steps that takes you from where you are now to where God wants you to be;  God will not do anything with you outside of process. 
Process is where you build a relationship with God. 
He will not suddenly download faith on to you, because that would mean you would never actually have to learn how to walk with Him through a time of difficulty, holding on to His hand and believing in His Name and His situational promise to you.

We have all been on the road differing amounts of time, but our goal should be to grow from nepios to huios, and not get stuck in the Teknion stage where we have stacks of books and tapes but nothing ever becomes flesh on us. What we really want is magic – an impartation either to make it all go away, or to transport us to some other higher realm in the Spirit without any effort – that is magic beloved, and God doesn’t do magic!

We must work out our salvation; God does not change His word no matter what the current evangelical fad may be. 
There are no short cuts; we do it; and if we have any wisdom, we will do it with thanksgiving, joy and rejoicing, for such is the will of God for us –

Ephesians 5:20

“ 20always giving thanks for all things in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to God, even the Father; “
Every phase is meant to be gone through and grown through; none of us want to remain teknion’s, unless of course, we want to remain childish rather than child-like. 

It is possible to go through difficult circumstances for an extended period of time and prosper – it depends on your outlook, and you get to choose how you will use those circumstances, whether you will stay childish or grow to be childlike and full of wonder. Your choice beloved, your choice and don’t blame anyone else because you are incapable of making quality choices, naughty, naughty!

The next stage is the paidon – young men – teenagers, spotty adolescents. These people are still subject to their unregenerate flesh, and they will show vindictive and sometimes vengeful behaviour, outbursts of anger etc; they haven’t paid their dues, they haven’t taken responsibility for their own development and behaviour. They may be very talented and gifted, but gift is no substitute for character and sooner or later God will call them off the road, in love, for a major overhaul.
All the time you are in the place of nepios, teknion, or paidon, you are not a fully mature son, you are a child; we are all children, but not yet all sons.

God will never fail you; He will keep trying with you; you will find the same set of circumstances, different faces, but the same essential circumstance until you see that the problem, the common denominator in it all, could just be you...at that stage you begin to co-operate with the Holy Spirit and grow in what He is establishing in you. 
When God establishes the victory He gives authority in that area of your life over the enemy; it is at that point that you get vengeance; this is your permission, you begin to set others free in the very area you have always been defeated. 
It’s called payback, revenge; delicious. 
So, there is a piece of territory out there in the Spirit with your name on it; press in and make it your possession – ask God for a Caleb spirit – ‘give me this mountain’ – aim at something, make your preparations properly; start the climb.

The final stage then, is the huios - a fully mature son; this is where God confers sonship upon you, the Spirit of adoption. A son is someone who has passed their tests through every circumstance of their life: they have come to a place of knowing that the Holy Spirit is doing two things: 1) bringing them to a place where they can trust God; and 2) where He can trust them. 

A fully mature son is selected by the Father when they have proved themselves  in life - their word is their word; they are authentic and true; they have proved themselves in terms of their sensitivity to the Holy Spirit; they have proved themselves in terms of their character; integrity and sensitivity to Who God is; and their faithfulness in all manner of situations. What happens is that the Father, when He evaluates these things, decides this is now a fully mature son who can be trusted and then comes the upgrade.

He will say as He did of Jesus – “this is My beloved Son; if he speaks, it’s My word; if he acts, he acts for Me; he will not do anything that does not have my signature on it. He speaks and acts for Me”. In the Middle East it used to be called the ‘ceremony of adoption’ it is not what we understand in the West, but a conferring of authority and responsibility on someone who has proved out in the circumstances of life.
In every situation or circumstance, you are in right now trust is the issue; either you trusting Him or Him trusting you; it is all part of your process towards your next upgrade in the Spirit. 

God eagerly desires to send the Spirit of adoption into your life. When He comes, it will be as an open heaven and God will begin to move on you because He trusts you with the anointing. This is what creation is waiting for; this is what creation is groaning in eager expectation of, the manifestation of the sons of God -
Romans 8:19 AMP

“ 19For [even the whole] creation (all nature) waits expectantly and longs earnestly for God's sons to be made known [waits for the revealing, the disclosing of their sonship].”
If you don’t have a passion for Jesus, a desire to climb that mountain, ask for one, ask and keep on asking until He kindles your heart with a desire for Him that matches His desire for you; ask beloved, keep on asking, He longs to impart that same desire to you for Him, that He has for you. Of Him and through Him and to Him are all things - Romans 11:36.

If you come to trust in the nature of God nothing will be impossible for you. 
You will hear the call of God and you will respond in faith, and you will become part of the unpredictable church that He so desires us to be in this day; never forget we are the agent God uses to bring His Kingdom to earth.

Jesus is always our pattern; sons, who are about their Father’s business; doing and saying exactly what He does and says, just like Jesus, bringing heaven to earth, living a supernatural lifestyle, as He is in this world, so are we – this is our inheritance beloved. But there is a process -
1 John 4:17
“ 17By this, love is perfected with us, so that we may have confidence in the day of judgment; because as He is, so also are we in this world.”
“As He is, so are we in this world”, Jesus’ nature is sweet.

A son bears his Father’s likeness in character, lifestyle, and conduct.

Jesus said in -
John 5:30 AMP 

“ 30I am able to do nothing from Myself [independently, of My own accord--but only as I am taught by God and as I get His orders]. Even as I hear, I judge [I decide as I am bidden to decide. As the voice comes to Me, so I give a decision], and My judgment is right (just, righteous), because I do not seek or consult My own will [I have no desire to do what is pleasing to Myself, My own aim, My own purpose] but only the will and pleasure of the Father Who sent Me.”
Jesus was a Father pleaser; He lived to do the will and pleasure of the Father Who sent Him.

Our inheritance is to be like the Son –

Hebrews 2:10 NASB

“ 10For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things, and through whom are all things, in bringing many sons to glory, to perfect the author of their salvation through sufferings.”
God’s goal for us, then, in order that we may come into our inheritance is maturity; a maturity which is marked by our personal experience of the love and goodness of God. 
Maturity is not about gaining information; but about gaining knowledge through our experiences and through that experience to manifest, show forth, the Christ life.

 In the west we have majored on function - what we do, rather than relationship – who we are; God is in the business of turning us round, it’s called repentance, changing our thinking.

We were created for relationship, for the serenity and joy of heaven – God is the fiery radiance of a goodness that can never be angry, upset, or daunted, He is full of love, joy and laughter. 
Jude 1:24

“To him who is able to keep you from falling and to present you before his glorious presence without fault and with great joy...” (emphasis mine)
He is always present future with us, seeing and bringing forth the treasure that is hidden within; He is able to present us faultless before His presence with exceeding joy - 

Hebrews 12:2 

“...Who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.”
We are the ‘joy’ which was set before Him; the only thing He requires, the thing that delights Him is our willingness of heart to be transformed; He does not look on our ability to change, but on our willingness of heart. 
It is our willingness + His ability which = change into His likeness.
He is not looking for a bride who has her mind full of memory verses, and knows the scriptures inside out; but a bride whose heart has been touched; melted by His adoration of her, a bride who is in loving relationship with Him.

Heaven is joyful, goodness is God, He is patient, trusting and kind, always bearing and forbearing with us in love, because He has predestined us – Ephesians 1:5 – in love to adoption as sons – fully mature huios. 

Everything is for our profit – the circumstances in your life right now are incredibly important for the person you are becoming. Confidence is the hallmark of a born-again believer. 
Moment by moment awareness of Him and His working within us will bring us righteousness peace and joy in the Holy Ghost -
Romans 14:17

“ 17for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.”
It is our inheritance beloved, to live in the love of God and joyfully give it away. 
Jesus was a Man acquainted with sorrow, He experienced it, but He didn’t live there -
Isaiah 53:3

 “...A man of sorrows and acquainted with grief;”
He can accomplish in us what He purposes - 
Ask Job –

Job 42:2 NIV

" (now) I know that you can do all things; 
       no plan of yours can be thwarted. “
Or read the novel ‘The Shack’ - a modern piece of literary genius showing the true nature of this great God whom we serve. 

He came to fill us with Himself, with His life, which is abundant – how can we not stand in amazement and delight in Who He is -
John 10:10
“10"The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.””
Frederick Faber who lived in the 19th century put it like this in his hymn, ‘My God how wonderful Thou art!’

“O little heart of mine! Shall pain 

Or sorrow make thee moan

When all this God is all for thee,

A Father all thine own?”
It is a good spiritual discipline to dip into the works of Christians of previous centuries to see their experience of God. They have become known as ‘mystics’, not a word to shy away from; the word is used to describe those who have had personal spiritual experiences almost on a level with the bible writers. They have seen God with the eye of the Spirit and try to describe their blissful union with Him during these encounters; Madame Guyon, Frederick Faber, Julian of Norwich, all had experiences of God that changed them permanently and their writings attempt to convey this. 

They walked the high road of truth where the prophets and apostles trod down the ages; they appear sometimes to be ecstatically aware of the Presence of God in His nature and in the world around Him; they are indeed to be envied and certainly to be read if we truly desire to come to maturity. 

On another level - im

Mary Warburton Booth wrote this hymn in the last century.

‘He is not a disappointment!

Jesus is far more to me, 

Than in all my glowing day-dreams

 I had fancied He could be; 

And the more I get to know Him, 

So the more I find Him true, 

And the more I long that others should be led to know Him too...’

In God there is only good, and only good comes to us from Him when we are in Christ. It may not feel good, but it will work for the good.
We see the pain and suffering in the world and sometimes in our own lives, and at this point the enemy  of our soul would endeavour to draw us away in confusion; if all this is true, if God is indeed good, what then?  How can I worship Him as a God of love when all these things are true for me? 
Romans 8:28 TPT
“So we are convinced that every detail of our lives is continually woven together for good, for we are his lovers who have been called to fulfill his designed purpose.”

The promise is, He will work all things for good for us, if we fulfill the condition in this verse, that is, to love Him.

“All the power of the enemy is shut up in the hand of our Friend” said Julian of Norwich. Nothing can come at us unless God allows it; and if He allows it, it is for our ultimate profit, God means it for good.
2 Corinthians 4:17 KJV
“ 17For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory;”
He allows in His wisdom what He could easily prevent by His power. 
Everything is profitable for building our relationship with God when we come to Him expressing our trust; particularly in the face of dire situations and circumstances, because it is at these times we get to know what He is really, really, like and what He wants to be for us, through these trials and tribulations we develop a childlike trust that says “God said it, I believe it, that settles it.”
And what was it He said – all things, all things, work together for good for those who love God, who are called according to His purpose. Romans 8:28. All things aren’t good, but they work together for good.

In all of this we are learning to live from the inside to the outside, as our spirit moves on our soul to bring it into alignment with Him no matter what. 
We are learning to pass from faith to knowledge via the bridge of experience. 
Knowledge not based on experience is simply knowledge, information, facts; it has not impacted our lives, nor has it changed us for the better. 
‘In Christ’ is all our plea – ‘in Christ’ is all our righteousness – it is accredited to us and imparted to us as we journey with God. 
At least 37 things happened to us the moment we were plunged into Christ at our conversion. Unless the reality of our position becomes our possession, we will constantly have a wrong view of God and we will be standing in the wrong place. 

What I mean is we have a choice here, either we stand on God’s side and view life from His perspective, or we stand on our own side and try to make Him answer our ‘why’ questions to the satisfaction of our rational minds.

Jesus’ attitude must become our attitude – we must clothe ourselves with Christ – He clothed Himself in our flesh, we must clothe ourselves in His attitude towards God the Father – an attitude of childlike faith, trust, and complete abandon to a good Father.

In this way the love of God becomes a spiritual garment that wraps itself around our inner being and we come to see, dimly at first, then with more and more clarity how His love embraces, watches over, protects, surrounds, shapes and directs us.

God is the Creator, Lover and Protector of our souls. 
But first, first, we must take on the new mind of faith spoken of in –

Romans 12: 1 – 2 The Message

Place Your Life Before God

“ 1-2 So here's what I want you to do, God helping you: Take your everyday, ordinary life—your sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and walking-around life—and place it before God as an offering. Embracing what God does for you is the best thing you can do for him. Don't become so well-adjusted to your culture that you fit into it without even thinking. Instead, fix your attention on God. You'll be changed from the inside out. Readily recognize what he wants from you, and quickly respond to it. Unlike the culture around you, always dragging you down to its level of immaturity, God brings the best out of you, develops well-formed maturity in you.”
We must settle it that God is good, and His intentions are good towards us. We must leave suspicion, mistrust and doubt behind as a conscious act of our will and step into our eternal inheritance which is ours ‘in Christ Jesus’. 
Anything that is worth having doesn’t come easy there is a price to pay, and that price is wholehearted intentionality towards God, through this we will come into the Promised Land and the Land of Promises – our inheritance in Christ Jesus. 
There can never be a lasting breakthrough without follow through - which is walking in obedience to the Holy Spirit.  
To follow through will require our active moment by moment co-operation with the Holy Spirit’s working within us and if He wants to work gentleness, meekness, love and self- control into us, we will have to make the choices which will bring forth the fruit – no short cuts, no ways around it, we have to make the moment by moment choices – and it will be in relationships with those difficult people He places around us – we will have to pay the man or put the goodies back on the shelf. 
If you are planning to provoke anyone, make sure it is to love and good works. Hebrews 10:24. 

We cannot hope to police the heavenlies beloved until we live our own lives in self-government. We cannot hope to attain to the work of God, where He endorses what is being done in the name of His precious Son Jesus by signs and wonders, unless we first submit to the work of God in our lives. 

The power to choose submission to God belongs to the Spirit of God, of Jesus, within us, the blessed Comforter who works in us both to will and to do; He will enable us to obtain both breakthrough and follow through as we walk in loving communion, trust, and co-operation with Him. 

Ephesians 2:10

“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.” 
The word ‘workmanship’ here is poiema – from which we get the word poem - which means a thing which is made; we are His poem, being written, shaped, and formed, a line at a time. 

Before we arrive at the good works prepared in advance for us to do, we are His workmanship, crafted with the greatest of care so – enjoy the journey. 
God’s highest purpose is to reveal His Son in us but we will not be ready for the power of God to move through us, until we first submit to the nature of God being formed in us by the Holy Spirit. Unless we allow Him to work upon us as a Master Potter with the clay, and co-operate with Him in what He is asking us for next; non-cooperation is the sign of the unregenerate.  God had something to say to Israel about their disagreement and non-cooperation with Him –
Isaiah 45: 9 – 13 The Message

“But doom to you who fight your Maker— 
   you're a pot at odds with the potter!
Does clay talk back to the potter: 
   'What are you doing? What clumsy fingers!'
Would a sperm say to a father, 
   'Who gave you permission to use me to make a baby?'
Or a foetus to a mother, 
   'Why have you cooped me up in this belly?'" 

 11-13Thus God, the Holy of Israel, Israel's Maker, says: 
   "Do you question who or what I'm making? 
   Are you telling me what I can or cannot do?
I made earth, 
   and I created man and woman to live on it.
I handcrafted the skies 
   and direct all the constellations in their turnings.’”
Everything is internal before it becomes external. 
The transformation must take place in our thinking before it will be made manifest in our behaviour. 
Cognitive behavioural therapy is the world’s interpretation of Romans 12:1 - 2.
1 Corinthians 6: 9 – 10

“ 9Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor homosexuals,  10nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers, will inherit the kingdom of God.” 
There is a marked difference between salvation and entering the Kingdom and our inheritance. This verse tells us that this sort of behaviour will preclude, prevent, disqualify us from entering in – we cannot inherit...

When we are babes in Christ, God as a good parent, treats us as such. But if we are still putting our porridge on our heads when we are twelve, He will begin corrective treatment. 
The older we get in the Lord, and He doesn’t measure time, He measures growth, the more serious are His requirements. 
We must grow up if we are to come into our inheritance in the way He desires. 
We are going to have to make a conscious, non-emotional decision, to trust God and to please Him no matter what. We may wish it could be otherwise, but there it is, Jesus said “not My will but Yours,” because He wanted to please His Father – and it pleased the Father to bruise Him that we might be set free.

Isaiah 53: 4 - 5 NKJV

“  4Surely He has borne our griefs 
      And carried our sorrows; 
      Yet we esteemed Him stricken, 
      Smitten by God, and afflicted. 
       5 But He was wounded for our transgressions, 
      He was bruised for our iniquities; 
      The chastisement for our peace was upon Him, 
      And by His stripes we are healed.” 

In His humanity, Jesus asked for the cup to be taken from Him, but His prayer was ‘not My will but Thine be done’ – even in extremis, He wanted to please the Father more than anything else.  

To enter into the Kingdom and walk in Kingdom ways, we must surrender internally, without struggle, to the will of God, we have to yield, just as you yield to a red traffic light – you don’t intentionally drive through it – you bow the knee to the authority vested in that traffic light. If you can do that when driving a car, how much more should you train yourself to do it when the Father of Lights asks something of you?
Ephesians 5: 1 - 21
Be Imitators of God

“ 1Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children;  2and walk in love, just as Christ also loved you and gave Himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma. 3But immorality or any impurity or greed must not even be named among you, as is proper among saints;  4and there must be no filthiness and silly talk, or coarse jesting, which are not fitting, but rather giving of thanks. 5For this you know with certainty, that no immoral or impure person or covetous man, who is an idolater, has an inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God.  6Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience.  7Therefore do not be partakers with them;  8for you were formerly darkness, but now you are Light in the Lord; walk as children of Light  9(for the fruit of the Light consists in all goodness and righteousness and truth), 10trying to learn what is pleasing to the Lord.  11Do not participate in the unfruitful deeds of darkness, but instead even expose them;  12for it is disgraceful even to speak of the things which are done by them in secret. 13But all things become visible when they are exposed by the light, for everything that becomes visible is light. 

 14For this reason it says,
         "Awake, sleeper,
         And arise from the dead,
         And Christ will shine on you." 

 15Therefore be careful how you walk, not as unwise men but as wise, 16making the most of your time, because the days are evil.  17So then do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is.  18And do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit, 19speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody with your heart to the Lord; 20always giving thanks for all things in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to God, even the Father;  21and be subject to one another in the fear of Christ.” 

To determine to be a Father pleaser means we will make Him our preference and our centre. 
It is a love act. 
I prefer, desire, have a preference for, my Father’s wishes above my own. 

So what are the implications for us? 
Quiet yourself for a moment and ask Him, Father, what are the implications for me? 

Take a moment right now to do business with Him...

Here’s a prayer:

‘Father, as I sit in Your Presence, I believe that You want to call me forth to walk with You in my inheritance, the inheritance Your Son won for me on the cross. 

My desire is to live in fullness in the Land of Promises, to come into the inheritance Jesus won for me on the cross. 

Lord, I ask that You would come to me in a special way and make my understanding of what it is to come into my inheritance crystal clear, and I ask Father that You would strengthen me by Your Spirit in my inner man. Help me to see clearly that when the time comes to choose Your way against my own, I will be strong enough to make the right choices and receive my inheritance. 

I declare You to be my preference Lord. 

Work this in me I ask in Jesus name. Amen.’

We cannot enter the Kingdom with mediocrity, passivity, low self esteem, procrastination, deception, no vision, and no passion.

Israel couldn’t wait to get out of Egypt, but they weren’t prepared to go in to the Promised Land either. 
Reassurance the bible tells us is acceptable, the twin brothers of doubt and unbelief aren’t – doubt and unbelief send the message that God can’t be trusted. 
God will always reassure you if you are not sure about something – Gideon needed reassurance after the Angel had visited him, and God answered him twice. A fleece is to confirm what God has said, not to determine the will of God.  Read Judges 6.
An unrenewed mind is always in conflict with itself; it is characterised by the instability which James describes in –

James 1: 6 – 8 NIV

“ 6But when he asks, he must believe and not doubt, because he who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind. 7That man should not think he will receive anything from the Lord; 8he is a double-minded man, unstable in all he does.”
Israel never made it; they drank from the river but died in the wilderness – they died and God raised up a younger generation to possess the land. 

Hebrews warns us to heed their history -
Hebrews 3: 12, 16 - 19

The Peril of Unbelief

“ 12Take care, brethren, that there not be in any one of you an evil, unbelieving heart that falls away from the living God.’ ‘16For who provoked Him when they had heard? Indeed, did not all those who came out of Egypt led by Moses? 17And with whom was He angry for forty years? Was it not with those who sinned, whose bodies fell in the wilderness? 18And to whom did He swear that they would not enter His rest, but to those who were disobedient?  19So we see that they were not able to enter because of unbelief.” 

Cross references: 

A. Hebrews 3:1 : Acts 1:15; Heb 2:11; 3:12; 10:19; 13:22 

B. Hebrews 3:1 : Phil 3:14 

C. Hebrews 3:1 : John 17:3 

D. Hebrews 3:1 : Heb 2:17; 4:14; 5:5, 10; 6:20; 7:26, 28; 8:1, 3; 9:11; 10:21 

E. Hebrews 3:1 : 2 Cor 9:13; Heb 4:14; 10:23 

F. Hebrews 3:2 : Ex 40:16; Num 12:7; Heb 3:5 

G. Hebrews 3:3 : 2 Cor 3:7-11 

H. Hebrews 3:5 : Ex 40:16; Num 12:7; Heb 3:2 

I. Hebrews 3:5 : Ex 14:31; Num 12:7 

J. Hebrews 3:5 : Deut 18:18 

K. Hebrews 3:5 : Heb 1:1 

L. Hebrews 3:6 : Heb 1:2 

M. Hebrews 3:6 : 1 Cor 3:16; 1 Tim 3:15 

N. Hebrews 3:6 : Rom 11:22; Heb 3:14; 4:14 

O. Hebrews 3:6 : Eph 3:12; Heb 4:16; 10:19, 35 

P. Hebrews 3:6 : Heb 6:11; 7:19; 10:23; 11:1; 1 Pet 1:3 

Q. Hebrews 3:7 : Acts 28:25; Heb 9:8; 10:15 

R. Hebrews 3:7 : Ps 95:7; Heb 3:15; 4:7 

S. Hebrews 3:8 : Ps 95:8 

T. Hebrews 3:9 : Ps 95:9-11 

U. Hebrews 3:9 : Acts 7:36 

V. Hebrews 3:10 : Ps 95:10 

W. Hebrews 3:11 : Ps 95:11; Heb 4:3, 5 

X. Hebrews 3:12 : Col 2:8; Heb 12:25 

Y. Hebrews 3:12 : Matt 16:16; Heb 9:14; 10:31; 12:22 

Z. Hebrews 3:13 : Heb 10:24 

AA. Hebrews 3:13 : Eph 4:22 

AB. Hebrews 3:14 : Heb 3:6 

AC. Hebrews 3:14 : Heb 11:1 

AD. Hebrews 3:15 : Ps 95:7; Heb 3:7; 4:7 

AE. Hebrews 3:16 : Jer 32:29; 44:3, 8 

AF. Hebrews 3:16 : Num 14:2, 11, 30; Deut 1:35, 36, 38 

AG. Hebrews 3:17 : Num 14:29; 1 Cor 10:5 

AH. Hebrews 3:18 : Num 14:23; Deut 1:34; Heb 4:2 

AI. Hebrews 3:18 : Rom 11:30-32; Heb 4:6, 11 

AJ. Hebrews 3:19 : John 3:18, 36; Rom 11:23; Heb 3:12 

If you examine Israel’s history you will see that they constantly complained and griped about their situation; they railed against Moses leadership and rose up against him; they did not allow themselves to be trained by their circumstances, but constantly longed for the bondage they had before...I remember the cucumbers, the onions and the garlic...
How many of us are really, really like that? Not consciously of course, but bottom line is we are comfortable in the bondage of low self-esteem and self-pity, procrastination, and a poverty mindset – poverty is not just about money – poverty can show itself in constantly measuring ourselves against others perceiving we are falling short, resulting in anger, resentment, bitterness, sarcasm, cynicism, hardness of heart.
Opportunities to be angry, irritated, and generally upset by people, events and circumstances are many and varied. Gentleness puts an end to irritability, it prevents justifiable anger, it is merciful, peaceful, and full of goodness. 
Gentleness keeps our heart open to God under extreme provocation. 
The fruit of love, joy, peace, patience, goodness, faithfulness, and gentleness acting together in our lives, produce self-control; and the fruit of the Spirit of love and self-control - are book ends holding the rest of the fruit together.
We are learning a new language, learning more about the consistent nature of God, learning to walk in a new way and practice new disciplines.

If you really want to walk in the high places with God, you need the circumstances you are in. Everything is useful for your growth, for your relationship with God, your faith, your identity, your destiny to be revealed. 

That takes a mindset change – everything in your life right now, good, bad, or ugly, is useful – if, you allow it to be, if you will let it help you.

It is useful for your growth, your identity, your destiny, and your inheritance. 
God does not change; He is not going to give His Kingdom to children who cannot control themselves – one of the hallmarks of the Kingdom of God is courtesy – the Holy Spirit is the most courteous Person I know. Rudeness and disrespect are the hallmarks of the enemy’s kingdom. The Lord wants to teach you a way of being with Him that makes the enemy abandon territory to you – now wouldn’t that be nice.
If you do not work on self-control – you do it – if you cannot rule your own spirit – He cannot give you what He longs to give you, the fullness of your identity and inheritance in Christ. 
So, it is time to stop blaming other people for how you are and who you are and start making some quality choices – people do not irritate you or make you angry, the irritation and anger were already there, people just happened to uncover it that’s all. 
Time to take responsibility for your own growth and development; your inheritance is for now; the devil is a thief and a robber, time to come out of agreement with him. He is stopping up your well of abundance and favour. Jesus told us that when the Holy Spirit came, we would have rivers of living water flowing from our inmost beings – what is flowing from yours right now? 
You get an inheritance when somebody dies. 
Yours started when Jesus died. 
If I am in my old mindset, I cannot receive it because I cannot prove the good and acceptable will of God – only the renewed mind can do that.

Romans 12: 2

“Be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.”
We have got to be transformed in our thinking as a matter of urgency – so there is a question – which side of the cross are you living on?

The cross is either the finish line where you are headed or the starting line – you are on one side or the other. 
At the start line we begin to run the race that is marked out for us. 
Our struggle is with habits, patterns of life, not with the old sin nature, Jesus killed that stone dead on the cross. We are moving from a mindset of victim and slavery to a place of freedom in Christ. We must say a definite ‘no’ to what seeks to entangle us –
Hebrews 12:1 - 3 The Message

“ 1-3Do you see what this means—all these pioneers who blazed the way, all these veterans cheering us on? It means we'd better get on with it. Strip down, start running—and never quit! No extra spiritual fat, no parasitic sins. Keep your eyes on Jesus, who both began and finished this race we're in. Study how he did it. Because he never lost sight of where he was headed—that exhilarating finish in and with God—he could put up with anything along the way: Cross, shame, whatever. And now he's there, in the place of honour, right alongside God. When you find yourselves flagging in your faith, go over that story again, item by item, that long litany of hostility he ploughed through. That will shoot adrenaline into your souls!”
What you are fighting is the habits of a lifetime and the thinking of a lifetime. 
God told Cain –
Genesis 4:7

" If you do well, will not your countenance be lifted up? And if you do not do well, sin is crouching at the door; and its desire is for you, but you must master it."

You must master it; God is the architect of your destiny, but you must give Him planning permission and a long obedience in the same direction. 

The Message says it well in -

Ephesians 4:22

“ Since, then, we do not have the excuse of ignorance, everything—and I do mean everything—connected with that old way of life has to go. It's rotten through and through. Get rid of it! And then take on an entirely new way of life—a God-fashioned life, a life renewed from the inside and working itself into your conduct as God accurately reproduces his character in you.”
Brilliant translation. 

Self-help teaching is trying to teach a dead dog new tricks; we are told to throw things off; be transformed; put on Christ; clothe ourselves with Him as with a garment, only then can we prove the good, acceptable, and perfect will of God: all of this is active, not passive.

We do have ‘stuff’ to deal with and will always have ‘stuff’, but it is time to truly reckon ourselves dead to sin and alive to God, concentrating not on dying, but on life – His life pulsing within us.  The cross is freedom, not bondage. If something has ‘nearly’ killed you, you are not dead yet and you will have to go through that particular situation again, until you are dead as the stones on the road.
Our confession needs to change to -

“Thank You Father, I am so dead! I'm so alive to all Your promises, I am no longer living in measure, I'm in fullness. I'm so clean, I'm so alive, I'm subject to Your brilliance, I'm looking forward to my destiny, inheritance and romance, I'm looking forward to discovering how beautiful You are and I am.”
When we have something – Kingdom living – we can take it into the world without the world touching us.
We can impart to them newness of life, not a make-over, not religion, but life and relationship out of our own experience. 

The truth is we fight from victory, not towards it, the battle has been won, we have only to stand in the finished work of Jesus on the cross – this is our starting place, not our finishing line. 
So, stop identifying with your sin and your shortcomings, and identify with the finished work of the cross – remember it is either the finish line or the starting line. 
Sanctification is a process, a journey, ours is to enjoy the journey, make the choices, pay the man, the indwelling Holy Spirit will do the rest, the life of Jesus keeps changing things – the life within us is there to produce the character of Jesus Himself – settle down, enjoy the journey, work with the Holy Spirit in your own transformation process – be transformed by the renewing of your mind.
We are the glorious companion of an incredible King.

We are in between God’s desire for a Bride for His Son and our desire to be that Bride. That is the journey we are on, and that journey is called process. 
We are on a journey of desire, the desire that is in God’s heart to have a Bride for His Son, one who will love Him as He loves her. 
God’s desire for us is to see us restored to our former beauty. The power within has given you all you need, we are partakers of the Divine nature we have the potential to come to fullness – it’s our inheritance beloved, it’s our inheritance.
2 Peter 1:3 – 10 The Message
“ 3-5What a God we have! And how fortunate we are to have him, this Father of our Master Jesus! Because Jesus was raised from the dead, we've been given a brand-new life and have everything to live for, including a future in heaven—and the future starts now! God is keeping careful watch over us and the future. The Day is coming when you'll have it all—life healed and whole. 

 6-7I know how great this makes you feel, even though you have to put up with every kind of aggravation in the meantime. Pure gold put in the fire comes out of it proved pure; genuine faith put through this suffering comes out proved genuine. When Jesus wraps this all up, it's your faith, not your gold, that God will have on display as evidence of his victory. 

 8-9You never saw him, yet you love him. You still don't see him, yet you trust him—with laughter and singing. Because you kept on believing, you'll get what you're looking forward to: total salvation. 

 10-12The prophets who told us this was coming asked a lot of questions about this gift of life God was preparing. The Messiah's Spirit let them in on some of it—that the Messiah would experience suffering, followed by glory. They clamoured to know who and when. All they were told was that they were serving you, you who by orders from heaven have now heard for yourselves—through the Holy Spirit—the Message of those prophecies fulfilled. Do you realize how fortunate you are? Angels would have given anything to be in on this!” 

Maybe it is time for you to start asking questions – what am I not seeing Father? Adjust my perspective so I can see what my current circumstances are meant to produce. 
There is a place in the Spirit set aside for you – it has your name on it, no-one else can stand there, it is yours and everything in your life right now is designed to bring you into that place of maturity and faith where you can occupy it. 
So, we are training for reigning, this life is our training and proving ground, don’t waste your experiences beloved.
Let’s pray -
‘Father I want to live in that place that Jesus died to give me. I'm starting to understand Lord, that I have to live above these things and occupy a place in the Spirit realm where I only see from Your perspective and like Jesus I only say what You are saying and only do what you are doing. I need an anointing that looks beyond the natural into the supernatural so that I can see the Kingdom of Heaven at work. I pray that you will enable me to inhabit that place, that I may come into my inheritance, that I may come into the favour and blessedness that You have set aside for me. I pray for a revelation of Your love to fill my heart so that I may come into a whole new place of spirituality, a whole new place of walking with You, where I will be convinced of the bigness of God, that You love and care for me, that You are for me and you want me to succeed and that You are on my side.

Amen.’
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