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Love has a hem to her garment,

That trails in the very dust

It can reach the stains of the streets and lanes

And because it can, it must.

Author Unknown.

It is time for the church to grow up and into everything that Jesus won for us on the cross. 
Our innate ability to gaze at everything through distortion has created an illusion in the church that we can no longer sustain. 
Reality is breaking through, we must become that which Jesus died for – it is time to see the world through the lens of Jesus as God sees us, in order that the world may see a glorious Bride of Christ emerge – one who knows she is the beloved of God, one who loves Him with the same love that He loves her.
Pain is part of the process that will eventually bring us to this reality. 
The agape paradigm, which I will be outlining, challenges us to learn to love when reality breaks in upon us in life, marriage, health, church; there is a reality we discover when these things happen that has a way of shattering our illusions. 
To be disillusioned simply means you had an illusion in the first place.

To love the group of people I am most close to when I see them for what they really, really, are and love them as Christ loves them, speaking only to their potential, not to their actual, is the maturity of love, of which I speak. 
Nothing may change with them; I have just seen things without my rose-tinted spectacles; I have stopped my expectation of them; I have stopped being disappointed when they let me down; I have stopped making excuses for them; and I have forgiven them.  
I have been shaken out of unreality into Kingdom reality to the point where I re-evaluate everything and begin to see situations and people the way He sees them, through the lens of love. 

Death is at work in me that life might be at work in you -
2 Corinthians 4:12 AMP
“Thus death is actively at work in us, but [it is in order that our] life [may be actively at work] in you.”
There is a death line that God wants to draw in each one of our lives in order that we may live in newness of life in Christ. 
That line has already been drawn; it was drawn in your life the moment you believed on the Lord Jesus Christ, it is just that many of us are not walking the other side of it; we are still in a place of darkness rather than light. 
We are at a crossroads in Christianity; either we are going to do it God’s way; or we are going to continue try to do it our way.
We get to choose.

As Christians we have many beautiful theories – 
God will heal everyone. 
Going to church will save you. 
God will save everyone; after all we are all God’s children. 
Paying your tithe guarantees health and wealth. 
‘Our church is the answer; no-one else has the truth’. 
Enough fasting, bible reading, and prayer will change God’s mind. 
We can ‘agree’ in prayer and God must do it. This one is a Lulu!

But He doesn’t. 
A counsellor says the answer is to read more of the Bible...often that is counterproductive, because the Bible isn’t magic; it is a love letter. 
If you pray hard enough and long enough God must answer. ‘If you build it, He will come...’ not necessarily. 

The truth is, He dwells where mercy and truth kiss each other; where brethren dwell together in unity; you can’t fake it. Whilst there is division, partiality and exclusivity, God just simply cannot dwell; He may visit, but He can’t live there.

These are some of the myths that have become so well-known they are almost a doctrine, we have settled for the status quo. 
These adaptations and accommodations have been used to create a false reality and manufacture some kind of an appearance; they are often used too, to exercise control over the people; we welcome you, but if you don’t think the same way as we do here’s the right boot of fellowship. 
God is about to break all our fancy ideas and give us a dose of what Bob Mumford calls  consummate reality.
It is perfectly possible to conform, or twist, the word of God to our desires. 
That is, it is possible to make it say what we want it to say in any given situation ‘God has told me it is all right to marry an unbeliever, I might convert him’. ‘God has told me I can commit adultery and it won’t affect the anointing’...extreme examples maybe, but this is conforming the truth to what we desire. 
It is also trading; trading our inheritance for a mess of pottage; but we will look at that some other time.
What God wants is to conform us to His word. 

It is in this process of disillusionment, that you will discover things about yourself that you would rather not have to face. But if you really mean business with Him at this time, you will bite the bullet, allow Him to show you where you are not quite conformed to the image of His Son, and co-operate with the Holy Spirit as He seeks to take you on an accelerated path to maturity.

You will allow the circumstances in your life to dislodge all that is man-made and replace it with that which is Uncreated and Eternal – Himself. 
This process will continue until we are formed into His image and arrive at His intention for us, rather than one of our own making. 
This is the coming of the Kingdom in our lives.

Someone has said it doesn’t matter how far you travel in the wrong direction you will never reach your destination. So, we are required to die to the appearance of reality in order to embrace the joy of reality itself.
Paul said, ‘I am determined to know nothing among you but Christ and Him crucified’. He saw all the hypocrisy and deception of the Greek world and the unbelief of Judaism and knew that Christ and He alone, was the reality – knowing Him was the only safe course to pursue.

John 17:3 AMP 

“ 3And this is eternal life: [it means] to know (to perceive, recognize, become acquainted with, and understand) You, the only true and real God, and [likewise] to know Him, Jesus [as the] Christ (the Anointed One, the Messiah), Whom You have sent.”
Some things are unchanging:

God loves you in the same way He loves Jesus. 
We love because He first loved us. 
He will not love us any the less whatever we choose. 
And He already knows which way we will go.
This message and probably those which will follow it are about maturing in Christ; coming out of babyhood and taking responsibility for ourselves; controlling ourselves; no-one else can do it. 
They are given from a heart which seeks the very best for you. I want you to succeed, I want you to come into abundance, my desire is to raise up mature disciples, who will become sons in the truest sense of the word and will fulfil their destiny in Christ by showing forth His nature.

To do that, some unpalatable facts may have to be faced for all of us. We are not what we think we are, but what we think, we are.

Decisions have to be made; choices followed through. 
It simply won’t do any longer to continue to make emotional choices and decisions without following through when the going gets tough.

The word tells us that in the latter days iniquity, or lawlessness will abound and our love for each other will grow cold. In my humble observation our love is not yet is not yet even warm!

Ephesians 4:14 -16 The Message - says this –

“ 14-16No prolonged infancies among us, please. We'll not tolerate babes in the woods, small children who are an easy mark for impostors. God wants us to grow up, to know the whole truth and tell it in love—like Christ in everything. We take our lead from Christ, who is the source of everything we do. He keeps us in step with each other. His very breath and blood flow through us, nourishing us so that we will grow up healthy in God, robust in love.’’

No matter how expensive the truth may seem at the time, we must embrace it, because it brings us a priceless freedom. Our goal is to be both alive and free in order that we may set others free. 
It is impossible for one slave to free another, whilst we are still in bondage to ourselves; we are incapable of truly setting others free, we can only release them to the extent that we are released ourselves. 

Everything God asks of us will be given to us first; He never asks something of us unless He has already deposited it in us through Christ. 
We are in Christ, He is in us, and He is in the Father; we are double wrapped.

Any revelation we have is given to us by God in the first place. 
Any worship we give Him was placed in us by Him. 
Any love we offer Him exists because He first loved us. 
Any glory given to God came from Him in the first place. 
Everything He asks of us; He will give us.

We simply return to God the very thing He has already given us. 

We love because He first loved us.

Brilliant. 
Amazing God!

This teaching follows directly on last month’s ‘Growing up in God’ where we looked at our personal transformation process and it sits between that and the next one in November, which is ‘The Risen Life’ where we will explore what it is like living the other side of the Cross - in resurrection life;  in our new DNA and how to get rid of a poverty mindset – which incidentally is not primarily about money. 

So, this month’s teach sits squarely in the middle and we will explore in some depth the way in which our concept of love differs from the love of God.

I will start with what outrageous love is not, just as I started this series of three teachings with the negatives in our personality which God is transforming, because unless we can see what love is not, we will never be able truly to recognise what it is.

Fallen love:

We are born and reared with a twisted view of love handed down to us from the Fall – when death entered the world, it changed everything; God told Adam, in dying spiritually, you will die physically

Genesis 2: 17 Young’s Literal Translation

“and of the tree of knowledge of good and evil, thou dost not eat of it, for in the day of thine eating of it -- dying thou dost die.”
We come into our Christian lives with our love unaffected and unchanged...Oh yes, sometimes we could hug a tree for the first two weeks, but we very quickly revert to our default position when the honeymoon period is over. 

Our discernment has changed to judgement and our natural affection is seen most strongly in our self-love; even though we may protest that we do not like ourselves very much.

The love we are born with, and imbibed with our mother’s milk, is a disease which must be rooted out of us, or it will kill us and those around us. 
The church is full of it and as someone said recently, it is like a cancer which is preventing us from swallowing and digesting what is in our mouths, as a result we are dying from malnutrition. 
Many of us are brought up with a distorted view of who we are; performing for approval from the day we entered the world; a baby burps and we say, ‘that’s a clever boy/girl’...we are receiving a subliminal message that we have done something which has gained adult approval; we don’t know quite what, but whatever it was, it got approval... and we desperately need that approval.

Our search for approval and our performance to gain it - begins... 
True spirituality begins when we become fully human; relaxed in who we are in Christ; being transformed into His image day after day; fulfilling our God given destiny and potential; free to make mistakes and fail sometimes, knowing we are the beloved, staying the that place of abiding; we  see ourselves as God sees us, not as we or others see us; we are walking in fullness, not in measure...we are alive and free.
God’s outrageous love for us when received, starts us on a journey of ‘undoing’ into a place of security, acceptance and belonging in its truest sense. 
Jesus said in -

John 10:10 

“I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.”
Abundance is relative for every individual; being alive is more than breathing. If you think about your life on a scale of 1 – 10, ten being the most alive, where do you think you fall? A little bit of life, some life, much life, or abundant life? 
Much will need to be left behind for us to step into our truest identity which is ‘in Christ’.

Four loves:
Someone has coined the phrase ‘eros’ love which I will appropriate and use throughout this time to express the difference between our natural affection, our warped and distorted idea of love, as contrasted with the ‘agape’ love of God. 
In the Greek there are four different words for love, unlike us where we say ‘I love my dog’ ‘I love strawberries’ and ‘I love God’ and expect people to understand there is a slight difference. ‘Koine’ Greek or ‘common’ Greek is very specific language which originated with Alexander the Great, who found that his troops responded in several different ways to the same command; he set about clarifying what he meant when he gave the order to fire or to advance. As a result, the word ‘love’ in Greek has four distinctive meanings each of which are quite clear.

They are: storgos, phileo, eros, and agape.
The first, storgos, is the love of parents for their children, the nurture, ‘filling the need’ love of parents towards their offspring. It follows, therefore, that ‘astorgos’, which Paul mentions in -

2 Timothy 3:3 NASB
“unloving, irreconcilable, malicious gossips, without self-control, brutal, haters of good,”
Astorgos is without natural affection, as the prefix ‘a’ reveals.  
These are people Paul warns Timothy to look out for; they do not even have natural affection. 
The second ‘love’ phileo is ‘friendship’ love, “I have called you friends” Jesus says. And at the end of the gospel of John, and He uses another word when He asks Peter three times “Do you love (agape) me Peter?”  If you do, then “Feed My sheep...” 
Jesus uses the word agape and poor old Peter replies wistfully, “You know that I phileo you Lord...’””You know I think you’re a great guy to be with but...” He had not reached the place of agape; he was not yet ready to lay down his life for the sheep. 
The next Greek expression of love, eros, has been so distorted that it was never used in the Bible at all to describe love of any kind because of its gross sexual overtones. We are all familiar with the statue of Cupid shooting his arrow of ‘love’ into the heart of his intended in Piccadilly Circus. However, the name Cupid never became widely known by the British public, and the original name, Anteros, came back, under the shortened form of Eros, signifying the god of sensual love; just right to describe the carnal neighbourhood of London, into which Soho has developed.






Wikipedia says this of Eros: 
‘"Intimate Love", in Greek mythology, Eros was the primordial god of sexual love and beauty. He was also worshipped as a fertility deity. His Roman counterpart was Cupid ("desire"), also known as Amor ("love"). In some myths, he was the son of the deities Aphrodite and Ares, but according to Plato's Symposium, he was conceived by Poros (Plenty) and Penia (Poverty) at Aphrodite's birthday.’ 
Eros and everything surrounding it is rooted in gross expressions of sexuality – particularly in sexual desire, which is the desire to possess, acquire and control something or someone for your own personal gain which we would term – lust – a strong physical desire to have sexual intercourse with somebody, usually without any associated feelings of love or affection. 
It is a raw and very basic satisfaction of an appetite.
If ever there was an expression of man’s desire to satisfy himself, this would be the one;  everything in our culture is ‘sexualised’ to create and arouse appetites which are illicit and inflame desires which are also illegal; from cars to underwear; both men’s and women’s clothing and accoutrements – that is accessories, trappings, bits and pieces. 
Everything is advertised through the lens of sexuality.
Psalm 119:9 NASB

 “How can a young man keep his way pure?”
Good question.
Porneia - another Greek word which means fornication or sexual activity outside the sanctity of marriage, literally sexual intercourse between a man and a woman who are not married or any form of sexual behaviour considered to be immoral, is where we get our word ‘pornography’. 

That beloved, is the fallen, natural affection of mankind, the love which is our inheritance from Adam. 
Inherently self-seeking, it desires always to possess the object of its affection to satisfy something deep within itself and for its own pleasure or delight. 

If you look objectively at this form of love and take it to the ultimate conclusion you will see that everything rooted in Eros will lead you right back to Satan and the Garden of Eden and man’s temptation to be his own god and master of his own destiny by making his own choices and using his own wisdom. 
If you look objectively at the Father’s love, agape, which is self-giving, the complete opposite, it will lead you right back to the arms of the Father of Lights.

So, our last Greek word is agape which is the self-giving love of God – “God so loved the world, He gave...”
The significant factor in agape, is that it gives and it gives without any thought of receiving anything in return; it loves whether you return that love or not; and this love has value attached to it.

When the early Christians began to speak of this love there was no word for it because ‘agape’ includes an idea of valuing; a high regard for the object that is loved which it sees as precious.

In the culture of the time, love was, as we say, cheap; it was bought and sold as a commodity, much as it is today.  So, when the Christians began to speak of another kind of love, a kind that poured itself out for even the most deeply fallen and lost, they had to invent a word for it because they didn’t have one. 
Agape carries with it the idea that even those who have given themselves over to the worship of the vilest of gods, are not outside the outpouring of ‘agape’ which is directed towards them. Child abusers, Satanists, perverts, and their vile practices are not outside the love and compassion of God.

Agape takes a totally different viewpoint on life and humanity; it sees none as being beyond the reach of the ‘agape’ of God because of the work of Jesus on the Cross; His blood is enough -
“The vilest offender who truly believes, that moment from Jesus a pardon receives...”
Our natural love is biased, it is prejudiced, it is partial, it is narrow-minded and one sided. We love people if we approve them, if we don’t approve them, we withhold our love, and they know it because it is a deliberate action.

My dear mother withheld her love from me as a child when I misbehaved. She would not speak to me for days; so I came into Christianity with a ‘performance’ mindset; get it right and God will love you, get it wrong and He will withdraw from you; for me that equalled - love must be worked for. 
Performance Christianity.
I must get ‘it’ right – which would be fine if I knew what ‘it’ was!

Over the course of the last 25 years or so, He has revealed Himself to me as the God of unconditional love and acceptance; regardless of my performance and certainly not because I get ‘it’ right! 
He has consistently bathed me in Himself; washing away all my preconceived ideas about love, and what it means to be the beloved. This process is ongoing, He has much more to show me yet...as is evidenced by the fact that He told me recently my heart is three sizes too small; I am looking towards the enlargement!
This teaching, beloved, is going to cause you pain as well as joy as you see that what you have accepted as normal life and normal love, is not how God views normal life and normal love; His love is outrageous, it is shocking, upsetting in its ability to forgive us and release us  because of the Cross of Jesus. 
The cross of Jesus spells freedom to love without any strings attached... 
Our natural mind may well be offended by what this study reveals of our human nature. 
Even our love for our nearest and dearest is shot through with sin; the love we grew up with was faulty, so our love is faulty; the pictures and ideas and concepts and images of the way we grew to understand love are shot through with use, manipulation, exploitation, possession, control, demand, criticism, judgment, and performance, “be like this and I will love you”...how many husbands withhold love because their wives have put on weight and they desire a wife with a model-like figure, so they withdraw their affection, or they look elsewhere – what they see is not pleasing in their eyes.  
Many parents are working out their lives through their children…many control and manipulate their children for their own ends in the name of love…keeping them close for their own security; dominating them, suffocating them and preventing them from individuating; they are held fast by what the parents call ‘love’ but it is actually domination, manipulation and control under another name. 

And I am talking here about Christians, not unbelievers – nothing has happened in the ‘love’ department since they were born again - 

Romans 12:2 AMP

“Do not be conformed to this world (this age), [fashioned after and adapted to its external, superficial customs], but be transformed (changed) by the [entire] renewal of your mind [by its new ideals and its new attitude], so that you may prove [for yourselves] what is the good and acceptable and perfect will of God, even the thing which is good and acceptable and perfect [in His sight for you].”
How we need the mind of Christ and how we need to see others as God sees them, beloved; a renewed mind is not an option it is a necessity. We can see nothing in the Spirit through our old thinking and mindsets. It is impossible for us to prove the good and acceptable and perfect will of God without it.
So, there are things we will have to unlearn and teachings we will have to put aside, if we are to fully receive and embrace and then manifest, that is show forth, the agape of God to those around us.

God is inclusive, never exclusive – He loves the sinner, He does not love the sin – He has dealt with that at the cost of His Beloved Son. 

Black, white, red, yellow, and brown and all shades and beliefs in between are a target for His agape love. 

An understanding of His all-encompassing loving-kindness and mercy will break mindsets and change perspectives. It will doubtless show up your ‘Jonah’ together with your ‘moat and beam’ syndrome if you are anything like me. 
He just doesn’t see things the way we do...

When we are born again, we get to choose which love we will live our lives in. 
Before we were born again from above, we had no such choice; we could only live out our lives in Eros love. 
We can now choose to live our lives in the love of choice, which is not based on fulfilling our desires, but goes outwards to seek the best for the other. 
It is as simple, or as difficult, as that. 
We have a choice.
We choose to love, and that love is never negotiable, no matter what anyone does or says to us, we choose to love them and to seek their highest good. 
If churches were to operate in this kind of love, we would not see splits or divisions, everything would be subject to the Royal law - of Love.
Self-seeking: I want, I feel, I need, fill me, satisfy me, be with me, be for me, what about me, what would happen to me, I will feel so...if anything happens to you - I am at the centre.
Or how can I honour you, how can I help you, how can I bless you, how can I love you, what can I be for you, how can I provide the best for you?  Self-giving - agape.

One is straight from the heart of the God who loves us to distraction, the other is from the pit, one is straight, the other has a hook and that hook asks the question – what is in this for me? What do I gain, what can I get? What can I possess, what can I control, how can I get my own way in this...? 
Not a pretty sight.
It has an agenda; always...it is seeking something for itself...always...no matter how pure it seeks to paint itself. It flatters, wheedles, gets angry, cajoles, manipulates, controls, bullies; to get what it wants but it is never satisfied.
What we lost at the Fall:

In the Garden, Adam and Eve sewed fig leaves together and covered themselves, then, they hid themselves from the Presence because “they were afraid”. 

So, they covered their own nakedness, and hid for fear of God. That is our legacy.

What you have at the root of this nation’s problems or society’s problems are the aprons, the fig leaves, the coverings we have made for ourselves, and the masks we wear to hide from the Presence, ourselves and each other. “Why am I afraid to tell you who I am” was the title of a book written in 1975 about this very thing; the author John Powell  I don’t now if it is still available.
What we fear beloved, above all things, is exposure. 

We are desperately hiding because we are afraid of being discovered. 

This is why when you are in a meeting where there is the Presence of God, there is a tendency to want to run away; because we know He is going to rip off those fig leaves. We know what’s underneath. 
There will come a ‘Gethsemane’ in your life if you seek to go on with God, where He will show you things about your innermost being that you do not want to face and it is agonizing stuff. 
He’s ripping those fig leaves away.

Sometimes it is all about seeing who you are blaming.
In a marriage situation it becomes frighteningly obvious that the things that you have always comforted yourself as being someone else’s fault, are really your fault as He says, “No darlin’ this one’s yours!”
In the long run it is not so much the sins of others against you that have made you what you are, but your sinful reaction to their failure to meet your expectations or give you what you want. 
Parents lack love to their children; children become bitter towards their parents. Beloved, they cannot give what they do not have. Forgive them; they walk on broken legs as do we all.

In the Presence, there is not only healing, but pain as we are exposed to the Light of His loving scrutiny, and we do not like what we see. 

When Jesus walked the earth, He ministered to the whole man.  He healed with wholeness the shalom, the peace, of God, peace in spirit, soul, and body, as He lovingly restored people to Himself, the soul and body came back into alignment and total healing was manifested. 

When we separated from the Life source we went from light and life into darkness and death, when we are born again, we come back into light and life, but bring something of the darkness and death with us.
Parts of us are still connected to the wrong source. 

People nearly always identify themselves by their sin, I am a schizophrenic, I am a homosexual, I am an adulterer. If we can’t face it, we embrace it and it becomes our ‘who’, not our ‘do’, it becomes who we are, our identity, not what we engage in.  
A musician for example, may become so wedded to his guitar that it becomes who he is – while he is clinging to the guitar he is separated, in certain aspects, from God. This guitar is not you son! You are finding your identity in your guitar strings, not in God, you are connected to the wrong source.

We hide all ways, behind all sorts of things, from God, ourselves and others; we need to recognise this and  be healed.

When I speak of healing in this context, I am talking about the closing of a wound, the healing of a rift, cleft, a separation in our relationship with God on a spiritual level; on an emotional level between us and other people; but also, within ourselves, we are separated within our own selves, from ourselves.

So, if you can begin to think of, say, mental problems as being ‘diseased’ tissue, affected by the Fall, the rift, the separation from God, affected by selfishness and sin. 

If you can see emotional problems too like this, it will help you and some of your physical problems will begin to disappear, as your spiritual and emotional problems are healed. 

Arthritis for instance, is rooted in deep emotional and psychological problems, rheumatism and some cancers have the same origin. But first, it is necessary that we face ourselves and our problem and admit to God we deeply need His healing touch.
Mostly in the church we minister to the surface problem; what we can see, the physical, and we often see no change; this is because the root is emotional or psychological so the problem is really somewhere else...but to discover this, would mean exposure – we need to allow God rip those fig leaves off...but we stop short. 

We hide and remain unhealed – we cannot face ourselves, or anyone else. Beloved, we are living in the darkness not in the Light of His glorious Presence, we are still running, hiding, shifting blame, and covering ourselves, just like Adam in the Garden.
It does no good to heal the body unless the heart is healed too.

Remember beloved, He knew you in the womb. 
His love is outrageous and scandalous in its ability to forgive. 
His love makes war on shame; His love makes war on everything that is not Jesus; because you are accepted in the Beloved.

He saw where people did not love and care for you and how that changed and warped your personality and affected the way you relate to yourself and those around you; how it formed a hard, impenetrable shell around your heart. 

He saw you become withdrawn. 

He saw you put up the defences. 

He heard you make those vows – “I’ll never let anyone that close again...”
He knew you withdrew to protect your heart and He did not condemn.  

He has given you a new heart.

Now He says, “let Me love you, drop the defences; lay down all those carefully constructed barricades and barriers, let down the drawbridge to your fortified tower and let Me in – this is not a time to hide. Those things are of no use to you now, they have become bands that hold you, not protect you. They have become bondages which need to be broken, the anointing breaks the yoke.”
This is where you will experience both the joy and the pain.

He does not want you to know His love as an academic, intellectual, ‘mind’ experience, if it is possible to experience Him like that. 

He is after your heart beloved.

You have His fullest attention at all times. 
He has a huge heart of affection towards you, and it is not based on your performance. 
He completely understands all your struggles and He doesn’t see anything wrong with you, only what is missing in Christ, only that part of you that doesn’t look like Jesus.

Drive:

At the Fall man’s drive changed, he lost his security, his identity and his sense of belonging which made him a responder to God, in their place he received a drive to obtain for himself position, possession and power – in other words, he mirrored not God any longer, but Satan, who himself wanted to be like God.  Remember his first fall came before the fall of man; and he makes five ‘I will’ statements -
Isaiah 14: 13 - 14

 “13 You said in your heart, 
       "I will ascend to heaven; 
       I will raise my throne 
       above the stars of God; 
       I will sit enthroned on the mount of assembly, 
       on the utmost heights of the sacred mountain. 

 14 I will ascend above the tops of the clouds; 
       I will make myself like the Most High."” 

The desire for position, possession, and power – what we inherited at the Fall – ambition to be something, do something, make a name for ourselves.

Let’s look for a moment how the disciples displayed this as they interacted with the agape of Jesus; how they demonstrated their ‘eros’ nature, before they were filled with the promised Holy Spirit at Pentecost. 
We see the desire for these three things in their behaviour in -
Matthew 20:20 – 28 The Message
“ 20It was about that time that the mother of the Zebedee brothers came with her two sons and knelt before Jesus with a request.  21"What do you want?" Jesus asked. She said, "Give your word that these two sons of mine will be awarded the highest places of honour in your kingdom, one at your right hand, one at your left hand." 
 22Jesus responded, "You have no idea what you're asking." And he said to James and John, "Are you capable of drinking the cup that I'm about to drink?" They said, "Sure, why not?"  23Jesus said, "Come to think of it, you are going to drink my cup. But as to awarding places of honour, that's not my business. My Father is taking care of that." 

 24-28When the ten others heard about this, they lost their tempers, thoroughly disgusted with the two brothers. So Jesus got them together to settle things down. He said, "You've observed how godless rulers throw their weight around, how quickly a little power goes to their heads. It's not going to be that way with you. Whoever wants to be great must become a servant. Whoever wants to be first among you must be your slave. That is what the Son of Man has done: He came to serve, not be served—and then to give away his life in exchange for the many who are held hostage.””
Here we have mum and her two boys, she wants the best for her boys, a position of power, so she tries to get Jesus to promise they will have the place of highest honour, as a result there is uproar. 
Nice little display of human nature in the raw. 

First, best and right.
What about the desire for possession –

Matthew 26: 8 -9 The Message

“ 6-9When Jesus was at Bethany, a guest of Simon the Leper, a woman came up to him as he was eating dinner and anointed him with a bottle of very expensive perfume. When the disciples saw what was happening, they were furious. "That's criminal! This could have been sold for a lot and the money handed out to the poor."”
And the disciples are ALL indignant about the waste – a display of religion; they didn’t really care about the poor; it was the money they were thinking about, and their view was that this, was a complete waste of it.
And power –

Luke 9:46 AMP

“But a controversy arose among them as to which of them might be the greatest [surpassing the others in excellence, worth, and authority]”.

In all these dialogues - and you can find many more - the disciples are clearly demonstrating sibling rivalry, they all want first place, they all want position, they all want to possess, they all want power; fallen drive they were born with it. 

Later in the New Testament, we see the complete reversal of all these self-seeking desires as the disciples, now filled with the Holy Spirit, display lives which are transformed into the very likeness of Jesus Himself as they walk in the agape of God. 
The letters of Peter, John and James overflow with righteousness, peace, and joy – they had allowed the transformation and reformation to take place. 

And then in the New Testament, as another example of our lower nature, we have the classic story of Ananias and Sapphira, familiar story – no-one was asking anything of Ananias, he offered it, but he withheld some for himself, he wanted the glory of being seen to be a free giver, but he also wanted to look after himself...so he and his wife Sapphira lied to the Holy Spirit with the result -
Acts 5:3 – 10 NIV

“ 3Then Peter said, "Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart that you have lied to the Holy Spirit and have kept for yourself some of the money you received for the land? 4Didn't it belong to you before it was sold? And after it was sold, wasn't the money at your disposal? What made you think of doing such a thing? You have not lied to men but to God." 5When Ananias heard this, he fell down and died. And great fear seized all who heard what had happened. 6Then the young men came forward, wrapped up his body, and carried him out and buried him. 

 7About three hours later his wife came in, not knowing what had happened. 8Peter asked her, "Tell me, is this the price you and Ananias got for the land?"  "Yes," she said, "that is the price."  9Peter said to her, "How could you agree to test the Spirit of the Lord? Look! The feet of the men who buried your husband are at the door, and they will carry you out also."  10At that moment she fell down at his feet and died. Then the young men came in and, finding her dead, carried her out and buried her beside her husband. 11Great fear seized the whole church and all who heard about these events.”
God had not asked Ananias for his money; he had volunteered it in order to look good, feel good and be right – another element of eros – it seeks to look good, feel good and be right. Check it out. 
He was dishonest in what he did; he kept something back whilst wanting everyone to think what a great guy he was...he wanted to create an impression by committing the sin of omission – ever done that? Not told all the truth just a part of it, to create a false impression? 
You are committing the sin of omission. 
Beloved, you cannot lie to the Holy Spirit and get away with it, eros will always want to make itself out to be other than it really is.

As God transforms you into His image, He and the enemy have the same agenda, to kill you. 
Satan wants to kill, steal and destroy, God wants to kill off your flesh and as Graham Cooke would say, and He isn’t apologising!

In everything beloved, love, is the key; and it is the one thing that humankind struggles with most, because the love of which we speak is not human love, it is Divine; it is self-giving, not self-referential. 
Glimpses that the gospels give us into the raw behaviour of the disciples before they received the Holy Spirit are priceless aren’t they, but oh so human. Don’t you identify with them, I do.
Their cringe factor must have been high as they reflected later in their lives on their own behaviour. 

Position, possession and power, the three things Adam exchanged for security, identity and belonging, at the Fall. 
What a trade, he lost everything and gained nothing.
The legacy this has left us is the fight we have to separate ourselves from natural love, which is self-seeking, and self-referential, to Divine love, the love of choice; this is the journey into the Father’s heart which will begin for you when you become as intentional towards Him as He is towards you and you make the choice to live a life characterised by love. 

If we are to understand the life of love, we have to first see God as He really, really is not how we think He is. 
God is a giver and one of the marks of our coming into His likeness is that we become ‘givers’ and ‘lovers’ too, like Father like son...

The Nature of God:

Psalm 85:10 KJV

“Lovingkindness and truth have met together;
         Righteousness and peace have kissed each other.”
For those of you who have a Strong’s concordance the reference number for ‘loving-kindness’ is in the Hebrew section 2617.   And its definition: LOVINGKINDNESS = mercy, kindness, goodness, kindly affection, favour, good, goodliness, the Hebrew word is checed – pronounced ‘hesed’ a most wonderful description of the nature of God towards you and one He uses frequently of Himself - 
Exodus 34: 6 AMP here is Moses and God -
“And the Lord passed by before him, and proclaimed, The Lord! the Lord! a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abundant in loving-kindness and truth”,

When God speaks about Himself, and He does it a lot, y’all listen up! 
Don’t ever ignore how He describes Himself; it is the key to knowing His nature, marking how He speaks of Himself. 

Loving-kindness occurs 26 times in the Old Testament, but you will probably have to use a King James version of the Bible to find them all; it is translated ‘compassion’ in the NASB and you will not find the term in the New Testament where the word ‘agape’ is used to include all of these attributes.

Agape is scandalous, outrageous love; it washes away our sin, cleanses us from our iniquity and forgives our transgressions; did you know there were three kinds of sin? His love deals with them all and He chooses to put it all behind His back and never mention it again...outrageous love.

God’s reputation is the most maligned – even among those who profess to be His. 
Many people still see Him as a God of wrath, having a big stick behind His back just waiting for you to step until of line so He can punish you; you were saved by grace, but then you have to work at it.

Beloved, we see through a glass very darkly.
Again, we see through our own fallen nature and idea of what ‘love’ would or would not do or ask of us in any given situation.  
The mega shift that has begun in the church is about understanding Who God really, really, is and what His love for us is really, really like, so that we come to the place of loving the God who loves us without reserve and go on to love our neighbour with that same love...to see people as Jesus sees them, to look upon them and... love them. 

To enable this shift to occur mindsets will have to be broken, which will be a painful process, sacred cows of religious experience, teaching, behaviours, and attitudes will have to go – they cannot cohabit with the reality of the Kingdom and Who God really, really, is.  
Bob Mumford calls these realities ‘a gang of ugly facts’.

Romans 8: 15-21 NASB

“15For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, "Abba! Father!"  16The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are children of God,  17and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him. 18For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us.  19For the anxious longing of the creation waits eagerly for the revealing of the sons of God.  20For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it, in hope  21that the creation itself also will be set free from its slavery to corruption into the freedom of the glory of the children of God.”
This speaks of a certain kind of suffering. 
When we see things as they really are, a certain kind of suffering results, because myths are being disturbed that we were taught, or have had handed down to us from previous generations. 

For example, the suffering that would result for you of God said “Christmas, want you to stop celebrating Christmas, stop what you do, I’d like that”.  
The result for you would be some kind of suffering, persecution, loss of family, friends, isolation. 
But God asked it of you. 
Why? 
He wants to bring you from religion to relationship, from unreality to reality. 
This gang of ugly facts will brutally murder your theories about Him, and ultimately will bring you to the place of reality you didn’t know existed – and He does it out of love for you. 

Maybe it is time you stopped believing in Father Christmas anyway and grew up a little. The truth when it first appears is almost always negative. I am using Christmas as an example of reality breaking in; I am not laying down a dictum. 
But it is a very good example of what is about to come on the church, reality is breaking in, the Kingdom of God is coming. 
This is the sort of painful shift you will experience to come into reality in God and live a life of faith and trust in Who He is – when you live in the love of God and give it away to anyone who will receive it. 
It is the Kingdom breaking in and we will not like it at first so we must understand the process He uses to separate unreality from reality.

Bob again describes it thus:
“A real dose of consummate reality is about to break upon us. As the Kingdom comes it displaces our wonderful theories with absolute unshakeable Kingdom reality and that is a painful process. Many concepts about our children, church, finances etc., are in unreality. 
When Christ comes and brings reality to these areas we must not refuse what He is showing us. Our seemingly incurable tendency toward human illusion is about to be shattered. 
God’s love for us will not and cannot leave us in unreality or frustration. 
He must take us on a journey into uncreated, eternal and unshakeable truth and He does this through Agape. Agape is inexorably to bring us, even kicking and screaming out of darkness into that which is uncreated.”
The Agape Reformation is upon us and the truth when it first appears is almost always received negatively. 
The reason for this is because we are impressed by appearance, rather than being able to see through what appears, to the reality behind it. 
Our challenge as the people of God will be to allow Him to plunge us again into His love by exposure, and consequent upon that exposure will come a fresh love for Him, for others, and for the scriptures, so that we press into what is real, rather than an illusion. 
This will enable the body of Christ truly to ‘build itself up in love’ rather than continue our attempts to create some sort of picture of church life both to itself and to the outside world; what we currently have is not true.
What we currently have is about to be shaken. 
As Bob Mumford so succinctly puts it – ‘every man, even a great man of God, puts his pants on one leg at a time’. What he means is every one of us has problems in the family; children who don’t obey, situations we wish were different, cash flow problems. 
If we live by reality, we can embrace even the things that upset and offend us and continue to love because we see beyond them. 
If we live by appearance, illusion, Father has to show us the reality of that person, that church or that organisation – it is not what it appears to be, it is not what it wants you to believe it is – it is a shadow. 

Those live on an image they have created or an appearance they want to portray, fear loss, injury or exposure, because the more we are concerned with image and appearance, the less the reality, the less the love, the less mercy, the less humanity, we actually have and the more self-protective we become. 
Beloved, we desperately need the agape of God to break loose upon us to soften our hardness to God and each other. 

The revelation and exposure of what we currently understand as church may force us to face things about it we would rather not see. 

This beloved is the new thing that God is presently doing with, through and in His church - showing us a life and a love less ordinary; pulling down everything that is man made in order that His Uncreated reality may break free. 

Whatever I may be teaching on until Jesus come or I go home, the bottom line will be the same, the reality of God’s love for us and His desire that that love may be worked in us and through us to a hurting and unbelieving world. 
It is what He promised “I will give you a new heart, and a new mind, and you will think as I think.” 
This is that which was spoken of. 

God will never change the way He feels towards you, He is immutable, He never changes, this one fact is why you cannot lose your salvation – what He has done, you cannot undo, His is an unchangeable nature – He is not capricious or whimsical in His love and nature towards us. 

He loves you with all His heart, soul, mind and strength, all day, every day, all the time, eternally, because He has chosen to set His love upon you; His is the love of choice. It is not based on your performance, getting everything right, all your ducks in a row, living a good clean Christian life, whatever that is...He doesn’t change whether you have a good day or a bad day, His love is impartial, and eternal. You just cannot shift Him from loving you – settle it, that is what He is really, really, like.
Everything He asks of you He will give you...so when He says love Me with all your heart soul, mind, and strength, it is because that’s what He does, He has set His love upon us, He loves us with all His heart, soul, mind and strength and we love Him, because He first loved us. 

Everything He does with us is relational, Father to much loved child. 

He sees each one of us through the lens of the finished work of Jesus on the cross, which makes us both accepted and acceptable in the Beloved. 
The covenant we are in is not between us and God, but between Jesus and the Father.  Like His covenant with Abram, He knew we could not keep covenant if we tried, that’s why God put Abram to sleep; our covenant of which we are partakers in the Christ, is unbreakable because it is between the Father and the Son and sealed with His blood. 
When we do well, we are approved, when we do badly we are accepted, we are totally secure in the love of the Father which never changes towards us. 

His loving-kindness is over all He has made, all, and His love is outrageous in its ability to both forgive and forget our transgressions, iniquity and sin...as far as the east is from the west... 
God takes trouble over those whom the world and the church regard as scarcely worth bothering about. 

God saves those whom the world and the church regard as weak and foolish – thank God!
God values and affirms us in our shortcomings and failings, and He asks that we will extend that same value and affirmation to others. 
But how often are we like the unmerciful servant who was forgiven much, then went out and beat the servant who owed him a small amount -
Matthew 18:23 – 35 again in the Message

“ 23-25"The kingdom of God is like a king who decided to square accounts with his servants. As he got under way, one servant was brought before him who had run up a debt of a hundred thousand dollars. He couldn't pay up, so the king ordered the man, along with his wife, children, and goods, to be auctioned off at the slave market. 

 26-27"The poor wretch threw himself at the king's feet and begged, 'Give me a chance and I'll pay it all back.' Touched by his plea, the king let him off, erasing the debt. 

 28"The servant was no sooner out of the room when he came upon one of his fellow servants who owed him ten dollars. He seized him by the throat and demanded, 'Pay up. Now!' 

 29-31"The poor wretch threw himself down and begged, 'Give me a chance and I'll pay it all back.' But he wouldn't do it. He had him arrested and put in jail until the debt was paid. When the other servants saw this going on, they were outraged and brought a detailed report to the king. 

 32-35"The king summoned the man and said, 'You evil servant! I forgave your entire debt when you begged me for mercy. Shouldn't you be compelled to be merciful to your fellow servant who asked for mercy?' The king was furious and put the screws to the man until he paid back his entire debt. And that's exactly what my Father in heaven is going to do to each one of you who doesn't forgive unconditionally anyone who asks for mercy."”
Shame on us.  

Some of us are the servant who was forgiven a great debt and then went out and beat the one who owed him a few pounds. 
Question – who are you beating up right now?

Who are you blaming for what has happened to you?

You aren’t physically beating them, but you are beating them in your thought life and attitudes.

You have received mercy and forgiveness; just what are you passing on?

We need a revelation of what we have been forgiven.

This is the generation of those who will lay down their lives for the sake of the gospel. 
They may not die physically for it – by that I mean they may not be martyred for their faith, but they will be willing to pick up their cross daily and die slowly to their Eros nature until the life of Christ shines through them so brilliantly the world is attracted to their beauty – Jesus is coming back for a radiant Bride. 

These will truly be able to say “Not I, but Christ...”
It pleased God to bruise Him...He so loved, He gave, take a fresh look at your salvation. 
This is love, this is mercy and we say, prove it to me, prove to me you love me – He already has beloved, He already has – it pleased the Father that the iniquity of us all was laid on Him 
Isaiah 53:10 NASB
“But the LORD was pleased to crush Him, putting Him to grief;”

Truth is we are blind, wretched, naked, and poor. The cross proved His nature and motivation towards us once and for all. As we see this, really see it, a radical shift occurs in our economy of what is priceless and what is a waste. 
e 

The loving-kindness and mercy of God; His loving-kindness is from everlasting to everlasting. He has dealt with sin, He has dealt with our old nature, now we must begin to tackle our own bad habits – because that is all you are up against beloved, your own old, bad habits. 
Your own desire to acquire, possess and control; to look good, feel good and be right.
The practice of showing mercy, accepting, and valuing other people is the means by which the love of God which passes understanding is manifested through us.

Whatever you are currently fighting for, ask yourself the question, will I really want that when the dust has settled? Is it worth the destruction of relationships just to prove myself right? We destroy relationships, fight for control, only to find that the victory is hollow - if we have not love. 

We must come to the place where our love for each other is not negotiable; whatever difficulties we encounter in relationship terms, must be resolved with the foundation of love still intact. We can agree to disagree and not break covenant with each other – when we break covenant, we are simply showing our immaturity, and we will have to go through the whole lesson again, at a higher level.

Needless casualties and the devil laughs – he has got you on his side, if you think that isn’t possible, look at -
2 Timothy 2:24 – 26 NASB

“ 24The Lord's bond-servant must not be quarrelsome, but be kind to all, able to teach, patient when wronged, 25with gentleness correcting those who are in opposition, if perhaps God may grant them repentance leading to the knowledge of the truth,  26and they may come to their senses and escape from the snare of the devil, having been held captive by him to do his will.” 

Beloved, above all, love one another and give no place to the devil. 
So - how do we get from here to there?

The answer is process, and the question is - are we willing?

Are we willing for God to give us a heart transplant without saying “It nearly killed me” beloved, if it only ‘nearly’ killed you, it hasn’t been enough. Back in the oven you go.

We must say, “Give me Your heart Lord” and mean it.

Intentionality, determination, co-operation, and choices. 

Day in day out, until the transformation is complete, until your mind is renewed, and you have the mind of Christ; until you see the treasure in everyone you meet; until the love of God is shed abroad in your heart, He must increase, I must decrease...

Andrew Murray writing in his little book ‘Absolute Surrender’ says this:

“We must love each other intensely, or the Spirit of God cannot do His work. We talk about grieving the Spirit of God by worldliness and ritualism, formality, error and indifference; but the one thing above everything that grieves God’s Spirit is this want of love. True love (agape) is large enough to take in all God’s children, the most unloving and unlovable and unworthy and unbearable and trying. Our vow of absolute surrender must mean absolute surrender to the divine love to fill us; to be servants of love; to love every child of God around us.”
We have already seen the disciples indignant at the waste when Mary poured out the ointment; the mother of James and John wanting a position for her sons; and the disciples desire to be the ‘greatest’.  For love to be ‘intense’, we must be prepared to become servants of all like the Master - He must increase, I must decrease.
God’s guest list includes a disconcerting number of poor and broken people who cannot repay what you give them...they bring nothing but their need...you will never be repaid. They will irritate you, exhaust you, take up your space and invade your life – D. Q. (Die quietly).
God’s hospitality welcomes the undeserving; provides the lonely with a home and sets a banqueting table before the hungry.

And this is not just a New Testament principle –
God commanded Israel –
Deuteronomy 15: 7 – 11

“If there is a poor man with you, one of your brothers, in any of your towns in your land which the Lord your God is giving you, you shall not harden your heart, nor close your hand from your poor brother; but you shall freely open your hand to him, and shall generously lend him sufficient for his need in whatever he lacks. Beware, lest there is a base thought in your heart...and your eye is hostile toward your poor brother and you give him nothing; then he may cry to the Lord against you, and it will be sin in you.You shall generously give to him, and your heart shall not be grieved when you give to him, because for this thing the Lord your God will bless you in all your work and in all your undertakings...freely open your hand.”
Reading that, do you get the feeling that God already knew in advance how miserably selfish we were?

Love without strings:

Sometimes, we think we love someone, when what we love most is what he or she gives us – in other words, what we get out of it. 

When we begin to receive the love of God, we find that love stands up for love. 

The evidence of our lack of love is that we are afraid of being exposed, hurt, rejected, or humiliated. 

We relate to people whilst trying to prevent ourselves from being hurt or exposed, as we once were in the past. 

That is diseased tissue and is part of our past. 
The antidote to our fear is to fully understand the power of the love of God for me.

We are changed by our experiences of being loved. 

What makes us mature in loving is when we see our contribution to the lives of others as a bigger part of love than their contribution to us. 

We love because we want to be an expression of who Jesus is for us to them. 

We love without strings and without thought of reward or being loved in return. 

Love gives those it loves permission to change and supports them in the process. 

It does not wait on the sidelines until the change is complete. 

Love is not about opening yourself up to another. It is choosing to be your real self no matter what occurs. 

Love is about how we love, not who loves us. 

“I am what I love, not what loves me” says Graham Cooke, he goes on to say -

“This has become one of the most powerful identity statements that I have ever made. It has produced a freedom that has revolutionized my relationships.” 

Real love cannot be rejected, it cannot receive rejection, because it never seeks a return; it gives and loves for the joy of loving and giving without a thought of return. 
Love is not an investment – you are not looking for a dividend at the end of the term. It is the right thing to do. 
When the relationship of one person to another becomes toxic, love is still possible even if trust has become open to discussion. Loving someone is not throwing your brains away.
In real love, we always choose to believe the best of someone. If their pattern of behavior does not change, eventually the lack of ability to trust will bring us to a crossroads. If it is no longer possible to believe the best, we can still believe that they have the potential to become better. Love relates always to people’s potential, not their actual, nature. 
Everything is seen through the lens of Christ. 
It is a part of our righteousness in Christ. 
It is not just about doing the right thing, but more about being the right person. 
Be true to yourself and love others.

Love overcomes our own hurts and wounds. 
So, how do we love someone when love is not returned? 
In exactly the same way as if it were. 
We love for the joy of loving. 
Love means that we don’t have to “fix” people or put them right. We simply supply them with an idea of how we see them, how we think about them, and how we value them – and leave it. 
Love does not seek to control another’s destiny nor does it stifle their identity; love suffers long and never gives up. 
God will teach us to love openly, graciously, and generously. 
Love that has a foundation of dependency, easily becomes both stifling and toxic. We suffocate people with our expectations and demands. We over-protect like a security blanket that smothers them and allows them no freedom to discover life for themselves. 
True love releases people. 
It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. 
It is not our responsibility to change people, but to give love freely and without strings. 
We earn the right to give advice; it is not ours by right. By displaying the loving-kindness of the Father we open a door of trust, through which loving counsel may enter.
We are accepted in the Beloved. 
The Father has put us into the place of His truest love and His utmost affection. 
He put us into Jesus. 
He loves us exactly as He loves Jesus, even though we are at this time very different in lots of ways – we are not there yet; we are learning to be made in His image. In the process of learning, He loves us as though we have already made it. 
God gives love not by measure, but in fullness, abundance. 
Therefore, if He considers we are worthy of love to begin the process, the same love that empowered us to start will compel us to finish. There are no degrees in the love of Heaven. Love is love, God is love, and so are we. 
I wrote this after pondering that on what Father had told me about my heart being three sizes too small - 

“Child, can I stretch your heart ‘til it’s filled with Mine?
May I pour Myself through you?

Will you reach out for Me in this world of pain?

Loving, giving, without hope of gain?

‘Christ in me’ you gaily sing,

But what does that really mean,

If there’s a world out there in front of you

Who knows nothing in life but pain?

There’s a dying world out there, my child,

Out of reach of your church door, 

You’ll need to go outside of it,

To see that world, to explore...

Will you love the poor and needy?
Give sight unto the blind,

Help those who cannot help themselves

Hearts of the wounded bind?

Will your hand reach out as tho it were Mine, 

To those I long to touch...

May I stretch your heart, ‘til it’s filled with Mine,

Child, whom I love – so much?”
‘...Love has a hem to her garment,

That trails in the very dust

It can reach the stains of the streets and lanes

And because it can, it must...’
There is currently no copyright on this material. Please feel free to copy it in its entirety.


Oasis Community Trust is a Registered Charity Number 1029128.


www.psalm131.com
 PAGE 
26
 | Page

