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‘A Glorious Church’
“27 ‘That he might present the church to himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish.” Ephesians 5:27 NASB

Let’s pray shall we before we begin –

“Father of Lights, in whom there is no shadow of turning, we revere Your Name. We bless and thank You for sending Your Son Jesus and Your precious Holy Spirit to be our Comforter and guide on our life’s journey. Help us Lord now as we come to look at Your will for Your Bride, to open our hearts fully to the scrutiny of your Holy Spirit so He can remove all that is unsightly; give us eyes to see and ears to hear what He is saying to each of us. Help us to take courage and step into the fire of Your love and allow You to burn off all that is unsightly. Quicken to us the shortness of the hour. Prepare us Lord, in our hearts, to receive the authority and power you desire to bestow upon your Bride before Jesus, our Bridegroom, comes for us.

In His name and for His sake. 

Amen.

The poet John McCrae said in his work, ‘In Flanders’ Fields’ - 
“Take up our quarrel with the foe: To you from failing hands we throw the torch; 
be yours to hold it high.”
Happily, at the moment, my hands are not yet failing, but I am certainly throwing a torch to anyone who will catch it and run with it.

Henry Van Dyke, an American Christian who died in 1933 said this

“Self is the only prison that can bind the soul”.
If we are serious about pressing toward the goal of maturity in these days of increasing darkness, we will do well to heed the writers of the past, who also lived in perilous times. 
It has been given to us to prepare ourselves for our Bridegroom as no generation before us – the signs are clear in the world around us. 

You will find as we progress in this teaching that I will quote from a number of sources, any of which it would profit you to read, if you are serious about the call to come up higher which is on your life, and the call to be ready.

As lovingly as I can I have to tell you that the church in this country is behind the times of its own development – we are seriously lagging the field – and we need to learn to run in order to catch up with what God wants to do in this moment.

Those who can hear will tell you there is a sound coming out of heaven in these days which is awakening the Bride to the Majesty and Supremacy of her Bridegroom and her Royal calling. “Night is fast approaching”, Jesus said, “when no man can work”. 
We need to hear and respond both to the call to awaken, and the warning that night is fast approaching; where we will be the only visible light. If our light is darkness, what then will we do, how great will be our darkness -
Isaiah 60:2 NASB

““For behold, darkness will cover the earth 
And deep darkness the peoples; 
But the LORD will rise upon you 
And His glory will appear upon you.””
It is so important that we are not like Israel who ignored the voice of the prophets, and that we heed the voices of those who speak to awaken us, who are becoming increasingly urgent in their call, in order that we are fully prepared, and armed, for the battle which lies ahead of us. 
It is so important that we do not roll over having heard their words, and go back to sleep.  Jesus is coming back for a glorious bride without spot or wrinkle, it is time for the bride to prepare herself for the wedding and for battle; to do this we need to -
Ephesians 5:14 NASB

“Awake, sleeper, 
And arise from the dead, 
And Christ will shine on you.” 

Much of what we have already spoken about this year has been about running the race and obtaining the prize that is set aside for us; now we need to get specific about the things that will preclude us from stepping into our Royal calling, from inheriting the Kingdom, from being ready for Jesus’ return... 

Someone once said – 
“The Kingdom of God will not be advanced by our churches being filled with people, but by people in our churches becoming filled with God.”
So, the question is ‘Are you filled with God?’

Are you as an individual ready if Jesus were to appear today? 
Is your ‘slate’ completely clean with Him, or is there something in your life that you would not like Him to expose? 
Are there things that you have brushed under the carpet, or delayed addressing until a more opportune time, or is there unfinished business that you have not completed, something He has repeatedly told you to do, and you still haven’t got around to it? 
Are there other things you have been told to do, and have not done? 
Questions only you can answer.
God will not let any of us go until His will and His word is fulfilled—until we get it, we speak it, we hear it, we see it, we eat it, we drink it, we stand in it, we walk in it, we run with it, we fight with it, we live it. 
It is a balancing act for me to convey the loving-kindness and Father heart of God and all that encompasses, whilst at the same time explaining His ongoing need to correct us; but if we are to look the scriptures in the eye, we must see both the goodness and the severity of God – 
Romans 11:22 The Message

“21-22If God didn't think twice about taking pruning shears to the natural branches, why would he hesitate over you? He wouldn't give it a second thought. Make sure you stay alert to these qualities of gentle kindness and ruthless severity that exist side by side in God—ruthless with the deadwood, gentle with the grafted shoot. But don't presume on this gentleness. The moment you become deadwood, you're out of there.” 
The husbandman comes looking for fruit and He will ruthlessly chop off every branch that is not bearing fruit that it may bear fruit, abundantly -

John 15:1 – 2 NIV

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful.”
God is coming to remove anything in your life that is not producing good fruit; fruit that will remain.  He is coming with those pruning shears so that you will be clothed and not naked on that day; whatever He does, is kindness because the result will profit you, you will be gloriously dressed on your wedding day. Derek Prince used to say he didn’t want to be wearing clothes that would expose his buttocks – meaning he didn’t want to fall short of all the good things Father had laid up for him to do in this life, I remember hearing him say God had told him he still had books to write; and he did it before he went home.

God has laid up a store of things He wants you to achieve – question is, do you know what they are and are you pressing on to apprehend them? 

Our salvation is secure, nothing can alter that, we are children of God, but it is His will that we do not stop at childhood, but become fully mature adults; so the message to today’s church is that of increasing intimacy, obedience, holiness, purity, humility and power - 
Jeremiah 6:16 AMP

“Thus says the Lord: Stand by the roads and look; and ask for the eternal paths, where the good, old way is; then walk in it, and you will find rest for your souls”
But –

‘They shut the road through the woods
Seventy years ago.

Weather and rain have undone it again

And now you would never know

There was once a road through the woods.’

Rudyard Kipling

Weather and rain have undone the clear paths that God has laid down for us to walk in -‘Now you would never know there was once a road through the woods’ - undoubtedly the road to holiness, a separation and consecration to God, is shut in the church in this day and age. 
Those who are called to be a counter culture, are just like the culture around them, and indeed would fight to stay like it, and “My people”, the Lord says, “love to have it so” - 

Jeremiah 5:31 NASB
“ 31The prophets prophesy falsely, 
And the priests rule on their own authority; 
And My people love it so! 
But what will you do at the end of it?” 

‘What will you do at the end of it? Good question. 

Obedience, Footnotes: 

a. Jeremiah 5:31 Lit over their own hands 

Cross references: 

A. Jeremiah 5:31 : Ezek 13:6 

B. Jeremiah 5:31 : Mic 2:11 

holiness, purity and humility are the ‘old paths’ the neglected highways that have fallen into disrepair - but there is a promise of restoration –

Isaiah 35:8 NKJV

“ A highway shall be there, and a road, 
And it shall be called the Highway of Holiness. 
The unclean shall not pass over it, 
But it shall be for others. 
Whoever walks the road, although a fool, 
Shall not go astray.” 

Isaiah, portraying the future glory of Zion, rejoices in the restoration of not only the nation, but God’s highway of Holiness.

Before Jesus comes again His people will make their way back to His ways and will live their lives the way He intended, showing forth the glory of God as they point to the way of salvation.  They will be a holy people, separated unto Him, living for Him, abandoned to Him, filled with God. 
He Himself will do it.
Jesus has kindled a fire upon the earth and for 2,000 plus years we have been trying to put it out -
Luke 12: 49 – 53 The Message

To Start a Fire

“ 49-53"I've come to start a fire on this earth—how I wish it were blazing right now! I've come to change everything, turn everything right side up—how I long for it to be finished! Do you think I came to smooth things over and make everything nice? Not so. I've come to disrupt and confront! From now on, when you find five in a house, it will be— three against two, and two against three; father against son, and son against father; mother against daughter, and daughter against mother; mother-in-law against bride, and bride against mother-in-law."

Does that shock you? Wherever the Spirit of the Lord is there is the fire of the Lord – it is a fire which separates and purifies everything it touches...it is not a fire that will harm you, but purify you, He calls you to step into that fire because that fire dwells within you, unless you have quenched it. God is a blazing fire of love; a blazing fire of love, which will burn up all the dross in your life, remove every stain, every wrinkle and make you fit to stand before Him clothed in your wedding garment, which is the righteous acts He has prepared in advance for you to do -
Revelation 19: 7 – 8 NASB

Marriage of the Lamb

 “ 7Let us rejoice and be glad and give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb has come and His bride has made herself ready.” 8 It was given to her to clothe herself in fine linen, bright and clean; for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints.”
In His great grace and mercy He is calling us today ‘back to basics’, back to those forgotten virtues of obedience, purity, holiness, humility and dependence upon Him and Him alone which arise from intimacy with the Almighty –

1Andrew Murray says in his little book ‘Humility’ -

‘The life God bestows is imparted not once and for all, but each moment continuously by the unceasing operation of His mighty power. Humility, the place of entire dependence on God, is, from the very nature of things, the first duty and the highest virtue of man. It is the root of every virtue.’

Absolute surrender, absolute dependence upon Him alone; as we approach the consummation of the ages, it will be those who have learned the lesson that it is -
Zechariah 4:6 AMP

“Not by might, not by power but by My Spirit’ says the Lord of Hosts.” 

Who will see the glory of God because God cannot do through us what He has not been able to do in us. 
Introduction:

So, this is a message for the Bride of Christ; it is the Father’s will that she be, in these last days, the spotless, glorious companion of an incredible King; a Bride of unsurpassed beauty, abundant in grace, mercy and truth and walking in all the power and authority of the risen Christ. 
It is also His will that she be an army trained and ready for the final battle which lies ahead.

Presently there is a gap between what we will be and what we are, but God ‘calls the things that are not as though they are’ and that gap is closing, heaven is pressing down and Father is calling His children ‘back to basics’; back to His basic requirements in order that we may walk with Him in unbroken fellowship and then we may hear from Him and as we hear, do the works that Jesus did and greater works than these, that the world may marvel; that the harvest may come in, and Jesus will see the travail of His soul and be satisfied Isaiah 53:11. 

God’s love is towards us, His grace is with us and His favour is upon us; but there are certain fundamental truths we must both know and practice, if we are to come into our ‘Promised land’.   

We have a part to play. 
There are old disciplines to which we need to return if we are to be that glorious Bride who is without spot or wrinkle; this may require a little pressure and a little heat upon our lives, to remove the spots and iron out the wrinkles…
We are in a Father/child relationship with God and that never changes; we are always accepted, but not always approved. On good days we are both accepted and approved, on bad days we are not necessarily in fellowship with Him - that is our subject for today, putting in place the disciplines that will keep us abiding in the vine and in constant fellowship with Him.
Obedience:

It is my experience that most Christians look upon obedience to God as optional. 
They will do what their boss at work tells them; but when it comes to obeying the Lord, they are dilatory, that is they are negligent, lazy, lagging behind.

God carries the theme of obedience right through His word – we can trace it from Genesis to Revelation; from beginning to end, from paradise lost to paradise regained, God’s law is unchangeable. Only obedience gives man access to the tree of Life and the abundance of God. The missing jewel is that it was the obedience of Jesus which brought us back into the life of abiding and obedience. 

Hebrews 10:7 NIV

7 “‘Then I said, ‘Here I am—it is written about me in the scroll— I have come to do your will, my God.’”

There are two words for will in the Greek – boulema and thelema. The first has to do with God’s sovereign determined purpose which is unfolding and does not depend upon man’s co-operation. The second is God’s desire – when Jesus said –

Mark 3:35 NIV

“ Whoever does God’s will is my brother and sister and mother...” 

He was speaking of the wish or will of His Father – thelema - this was Father’s desire, that we should do His will – perhaps we will, perhaps we will not – it is dependent on our co-operation. 
Noah, did all that God commanded him – Genesis 6:22, 7:5, 9, and 16.
‘By faith, Abraham obeyed’ Hebrews 11:8.
On Mount Sinai God gave Moses this message for the people of Israel  -
Exodus 19:5

“Now then, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then you shall be My own possession among all the peoples, for all the earth is Mine;”
Jesus said – 

John 14:15, 21 NASB

“15 “If you love Me, you will keep My commandments.21 He who has My commandments and keeps them is the one who loves Me; and he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and will disclose Myself to him.””
So we see that it is only in walking in obedience, that Jesus discloses Himself to us – that we become intimately acquainted with Him, know His heartbeat and hear His instructions. He says, “if you permit Me I will work in your life so that your will can be lined up with Mine and you will find yourself desiring the Father’s will just as I did.”
If you love Me, you will let Me do this  because the measure of your love is the measure of your obedience.

And your obedience is the starting point of true holiness – separation to God -
1 Peter 1:14 - 16 NASB

“ 14As obedient children, do not be conformed to the former lusts which were yours in your ignorance, 15 but like the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also in all your behaviour; 16 because it is written, “YOU SHALL BE HOLY, FOR I AM HOLY.””
Obedience is the eternal purpose of the Father – the Christian life is first and foremost characterised by obedience to the truth, Who is a Person -
1 John 2:4 The Message
“ 4-6If someone claims, "I know him well!" but doesn't keep his commandments, he's obviously a liar. His life doesn't match his words. But the one who keeps God's word is the person in whom we see God's mature love. This is the only way to be sure we're in God. Anyone who claims to be intimate with God ought to live the same kind of life Jesus lived.”
A defective life spiritual life is always the result of damaged intimacy; there is no substitute for intimacy with God. Obedience flows naturally from the moment by moment loving relationship with Him, hearing and seeing what He is doing. It is in that place, and only that place, we receive our instructions and it is always intensely personal, God says “I love you, return My love, Love Me, obey Me”.
The mark of a true disciple is that they are always learning; they are constantly in a place of being taught. In a faithful scholar there are several elements that make up his feelings towards his teacher. He submits himself entirely to the teacher; he has perfect trust in him; and he gives the teacher as much time and attention as he asks.

When we see Jesus and the precious Holy Spirit as our teachers, and yield to their requests for our time and attention, obedience is a natural and loving consequence; wholehearted surrender to their guidance; and implicit submission to their authority, it is not a chore. 

He requests our attention because He desires to lead us into the paths of righteousness, holiness, purity and power but without loving obedience, we will be powerless, ineffectual, weak and feeble.
He wants to energize His people that the world may see the risen Christ;  to do that we must open up the old paths, unblock the wells, walk into His fire and allow Him to be Lord of our lives, not just Saviour.

Holiness:

Many Christians look for short cuts to the power of God. To look for shortcuts is to become at best frustrated, at worst a false prophet or teacher. There is tremendous power for us in God, but not without holiness.

Hebrews 12:14 NIV

“Make every effort to live in peace with everyone and to be holy; without holiness no one will see the Lord.”
As the Lord brings us into maturity, those attributes we considered to be our strengths we find are in fact our weaknesses; our pride and self-confidence keep us from God’s help and the clamour of our own ideas and desires drowns out the still, small, voice.

In time we discover that all true strength, all true effectiveness and our very holiness itself  begins with discovering our need. We grow weaker and less and less sure of ourselves as the outer shell of self-righteousness crumbles. Jesus Himself is the source of our holiness; He is our all sufficiency in everything.

From holiness flows purity – we do not wish to contaminate our relationship with Him by touching that which is unclean, but we do not need rules to keep us pure; our desire for Him is what motivates us. Purity is internal; it is an attitude of heart. Jesus touched the lepers who were ‘unclean’ and we will touch those whom the world looks upon as unclean, when we have the purity of heart that sees them as He sees them. 

Cross references: 

A. 1 John 2:4 : Titus 1:10 

B. 1 John 2:4 : 1 John 3:6; 4:7f 

C. 1 John 2:4 : 1 John 1:6 

D. 1 John 2:4 : 1 John 1:8 

Walking in the light:

1 John 1:5 – 7 The Message:

Walk in the Light

“ 5This, in essence, is the message we heard from Christ and are passing on to you: God is light, pure light; there's not a trace of darkness in him.  6-7If we claim that we experience a shared life with him and continue to stumble around in the dark, we're obviously lying through our teeth—we're not living what we claim. But if we walk in the light, God himself being the light, we also experience a shared life with one another, as the sacrificed blood of Jesus, God's Son, purges all our sin.” 

We all love to hear about grace, but the subject of judgement of any kind is one from which we shy away because of the implications of punishment that we associate with it, but the bible itself speaks a lot about judgement and when the Father speaks of judgement in relation to us, His children, it is as His discipline, not punishment, and relates to our training, instruction and education. 
As the perfect Parent, God trains us for our profit, so it is important that we understand His ways with us, and co-operate with Him. 
Hebrews 12:5 - 6 NIV

“My son, do not make light of the Lord’s discipline, and do not lose heart when he rebukes you, 6 because the Lord disciplines the one he loves, and he chastens everyone he accepts as his son”

...those whom the Lord loves He will discipline, rebuke and if necessary, chasten which includes,  subdue, restrain, and make humble; it is the proof that we are loved, accepted and approved. 
God is calling us in these last days to come over to His side and walk in the light as He is in the light. He cannot bring judgement on the world if He has not first examined his own children -
1 Peter 4:17 NASB

“For it is time for judgment to begin with the household of God; and if it begins with us first, what will be the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of God?” 

Footnotes: 

a. 1 Peter 4:17 Lit from 

Cross references: 

A. 1 Peter 4:17 : Jer 25:29; Ezek 9:6; Amos 3:2 

B. 1 Peter 4:17 : 1 Tim 3:15; Heb 3:6; 1 Pet 2:5 

C. 1 Peter 4:17 : Rom 2:9 

D. 1 Peter 4:17 : 2 Thess 1:8 

E. 1 Peter 4:17 : Rom 1:1 

Walking in the light means no more hiding - from Him, ourselves, or other people.
When Adam fell he hid; this was the beginning of the most terrible distortion of what we were created to be - as well as a severe reduction of our intellectual and spiritual capacities,  and these faculties are only fully restored to us when we come out of hiding; as we open ourselves first to God and then to each other, and become increasingly transparent; laying aside our masks; pulling down our protective barricades and self-defence mechanisms;  and coming out of hiding. 
It is as we behold the glory of the Lord with unveiled faces, that we are changed into His image; the veils are caused by our hiding. 
If we are to truly to walk in the light, it is important that we learn how to both judge or examine ourselves; searching our own hearts so that He will not have to examine us; that we humble ourselves; so He will not have to do that either, and that we walk with a degree of purity in our lives.
1 Corinthians 11:28, 29 and 31, 32 NASB
“ 28But a man must examine himself, and in so doing he is to eat of the bread and drink of the cup. 29 For he who eats and drinks, eats and drinks judgment to himself if he does not judge the body rightly. But if we discerned ourselves, we should not be judged. 32 But when we are judged, we are chastened of the Lord, that we may not be condemned with the world.” 

‘Examine’ here is the Greek word ‘dokimazo’ which means to ‘test, examine or scrutinise, as of testing metal’.  Judgement is the word ‘krino’ which means judging and passing a sentence and judge is ‘diakrino’ to distinguish properly.
So, if when we take the bread and the cup, the communion, we have not examined ourselves first, we bring a ‘sentence’ upon ourselves because we are not distinguishing properly God’s heart. 
When we are ‘judged’, or scrutinised by the Lord, He is questioning something in us which He wants to address and that sometimes leads to discipline and if we do not heed His voice, to chastening.
How much better to learn to examine ourselves then on a regular basis in order that we do not store up trouble for ourselves;  many of us, I suspect would abstain from taking the bread and the cup if we recognised the seriousness of taking it with a wrong heart attitude. 

And then there is - 

1 Peter 5:6 NIV

“Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time.”
Quoting Andrew Murray on humility again –

“Pride must die in you or nothing of heaven can live in you.”
Humbling ourselves is literally ‘to bow down’ and is something we are instructed to do. 
If you find it difficult to be wrong; difficult to apologise or say ‘sorry’; difficult to submit to God; difficult to take correction; or be taught; you may have a problem with pride and you may need to learn how to humble yourself before Him.  
Pride is the root and branch of every evil thing; it leads to the exercise of the ‘gift’ of suspicion in the body of Christ - beloved it is time to stop the in-fighting and respond to our call. Division in the body is diverting us from our purpose and destiny which is to affect the nation in which we live.
God desires to lift us up; He desires to exalt us; He desires that we be both strong and courageous, and, He desires that we are not self-deceived in these last days.  There are things that He wants to commission us to do; mighty works which will change the history of this nation; but He  cannot give us these assignments if we do not practice basic disciplines. 

We are to be salt and light. There is tremendous unrighteousness and injustice in this nation, and it is us as His people whom He desires to raise up, to demonstrate both righteousness and justice in our own lives, in such a way that we are examples to others who will be drawn to us. 
Hey, how brilliant it would be if people were convicted simply by being around you, without a word being spoken? Purity, holiness, humility - it happened to Smith Wigglesworth, why not you?
Micah 6:8 NASB
“He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the LORD require of you but to do justice, to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God”.

Confession and repentance:

Derek Prince once said: ‘Unconfessed sin is sin which is unforgiven’. 
This comment burnt itself into my heart and caused me to begin self-examination on a regular basis. It is something I do several times every day and have done for years, in order that I may walk in the light as He is in the light and be in fellowship with my Father on a continuous basis. 
1 John 1:8 – 10 The Message

“ 8-10If we claim that we're free of sin, we're only fooling ourselves. A claim like that is errant nonsense. On the other hand, if we admit our sins—make a clean breast of them—he won't let us down; he'll be true to himself. He'll forgive our sins and purge us of all wrongdoing. If we claim that we've never sinned, we out-and-out contradict God—make a liar out of him. A claim like that only shows off our ignorance of God.” 

‘Sin’ is an unfashionable word. In our sophisticated 21st century, we scarcely use it, but the Bible uses it without restraint to describe how we wander off the path, or miss the way. In Hebrew, it is the word ‘chattaach’ an archery term for missing the ‘bulls-eye’.  In our daily walk we miss the path of uprightness; we all do it, every one of us; no blame, no shame, but something needs to be done about it. 

Confession; keeping short accounts.
The Bible also uses two other words they are - iniquity, and transgression. 

Iniquity carries with it a more serious intent of the heart – it is used mainly regarding an intentional stepping away from God; a rebellion against Him; and includes words such as - perverse, stubborn, obstinate and headstrong, and is used of the attitude of heart of those who are bent or twisted away from Him and opposed to Him.  A child who is determined to have its own way and is pulling on the Father’s hand to go in the opposite direction to that which He is leading; no pleasure for either of them and the child isn’t going to win.
I have been party to the agonies of some people who have been genuinely and gloriously saved but inside their heart there were ‘renegade’ affections which stubbornly held them to what they thought was best for them and they never completely let go or surrendered themselves to the Father’s love. It stunted their growth.
Their hearts were still pulling them towards something other than Him; they quickly moved from being glorious, spontaneous, overflowing believers, to being some of the most unhappy souls I have ever met; they did not realise that they would never find love that would meet their needs other than in Him; because no-one else could ever satisfy them; but they continued to yearn for past times. They are as Roger Price so succinctly puts it ‘zigzagging across the desert looking desperately for freedom and fulfilment’. 
These people are usually very dissatisfied and unhappy, because their affections have never been successfully reoriented, and this puts them out of alignment with the Father and prevents them from enjoying the fullness of His love and all His blessings.
2Francois Fenelon says it this way in his little book – ‘Let go’ published by Whittaker House -

“It is by the circumcision of the heart (the cutting away of selfish impurity) that we are made children of Abraham's family of faith. And like Abraham we are able to leave our native country without knowing where we are going. What a blessed lot in life! To leave all and yield ourselves to the cutting knife of God’s circumcision. Who could do the job of cutting away sin better than He? Our own hands would never put the knife in the right place. We would cut away only a little of the fat, and bring about a few superficial changes. We do not understand ourselves well enough to know where to cut. We could never find the sensitive spot, but God finds it easily. And even if we knew where the spot were located, self love would hold back the knife and spare itself.”
That’s too true for comfort!
The third word, transgression, is a stepping over of a known boundary, a trespass; we know God has said ‘don’t do that’ but we do it just the same, just to see how far we can go without getting caught.

So what do we do when we are convicted about any of these things? 
We first ‘confess’; we own up, plead guilty, agree with God, and then we ‘repent’.

These two words are well-known in ‘Christian-speak’ but are not, in my experience, words which are actually put into practice much. But confession and repentance are two basic requirements of our ongoing relationship with God. If we neglect these, we will find there is a strange distance developing between us and Him; we don’t hear Him as we used to; we can’t get guidance; and we wonder why we seem to be having a ‘wilderness’ experience.  Beloved, we have wandered off the path. 
So in His great grace, God brings us ‘back to basics’.

Confess: the Greek word is ‘homologeo’ which means to say the same thing as someone else. 

When the Holy Spirit convicts us of sin, iniquity or transgression, He makes us feel guilty when we are guilty, so we confess to Him; we speak in agreement with Him and make haste to realign ourselves. We come before Him with what we know is wrong and confess, we agree, ‘You are right, I am wrong’.  He is faithful and just to forgive us and cleanse us as we call on the shed blood of Jesus and then we turn in –

Repentance: 
Greek ‘metanoeo’ which is to perceive afterwards bringing a change of heart; a change of mind; a change of direction and thinking; we have an ‘aaah’ moment...which brings with it a change for the better and an amendment and repentance – turning - from what we have just confessed. 
The Holy Spirit is brilliant at this; as we agree with Him, He moves in power to change us, for we cannot change ourselves; that beloved is GRACE and grace is God’s power to change us from the inside out. Amen.
So our daily walk is meant to be consistent in both repentance and confession, agreeing with Him and walking in the grace of God because He desires fellowship with us 24/7 and He cannot fellowship with unrighteousness which is darkness, so He has provided a way. 
Brilliant. 

Sorted.
We are clean, Jesus told us by the washing of water of regeneration, it is in our daily walk that our feet get dirty, which requires that we wash them, at least once a day, before Him, “if we say we are without sin, we deceive ourselves...” so to -
Deception:

Deception, you may be surprised to learn, is anything that we do not see as He sees; or anything we do not understand as He understands. 
Knowing the level of our own deception will cause us to become humble and walk meekly with Him; none of us is where we think we are; none of us know very much – Paul said in his classic passage on love in 1 Corinthians 13: 9‘we know in part and we prophesy in part...’ humility says ‘I don’t know, I don’t have all the answers, but I'm willing to learn’...it is mouldable, correctible and teachable.

It is a great deception to think that because we have supernatural revelation or power we must be thinking the way He thinks in everything; the greatest are only given the tiniest understanding  of how He thinks; we only think like Him when we are in perfect union with Him and very few have ever attained this. Enoch, walked with God and he was not…there’s one, but a long time ago.
Judge not, lest ye be judged 

We all miss the mark particularly in the area of loving one another – “My thoughts of love are not your thoughts of love...” 

“But Lord...” 
Isaiah 55: 8 The Message

"I don't think the way you think. 
The way you work isn't the way I work." 

The way we see things is just not the way He sees them. so we may be unaware that bitterness, harshness; judgementalism, criticism and unkindness are actually all signs of broken fellowship with Him, because wrong attitudes towards others will cause a breakdown, in our fellowship with the Father - we are out of alignment with Him. “I love God - it’s people I have the problem with...”
He just doesn’t see things the way we do. 
Criticism and judgment ruin our fellowship with God; it leaves us hard, vindictive and cruel, and with a perception that we are somehow superior; it affects our fellowship with Him, and blocks the flow of blessing from our lives and the lives of others.
And even if it is only in our mind, sooner or later it will come out of our mouths -
Luke 6:45 NIV

“ 45 A good man brings good things out of the good stored up in his heart, and an evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in his heart. For the mouth speaks what the heart is full of.” 

The mouth speaks out what the heart is full of.

Most of us will not be in overt sin, transgressing the 10 commandments, committing murder or adultery, but we will be committing attitude sins – which we may try to justify - so we learn to be severer in our judgement of ourselves than of anyone else - our prayer must be ‘deal with me ruthlessly and correct me severely and never mind about the other fellow’ because Jesus says “What is that to you, follow Me...” John 21:22. He will deal with the other fellow if He needs to.
There is nothing to fear from God if we are compliant and humble ourselves constantly before Him; we should welcome His loving corrections as they are transforming us into the image of Jesus and preparing us for our destiny and eternity with Him, so we need to embrace the cross not run away from it.  
Accepting this as an ongoing process is the most important part of our lives; learning to walk closely with the Holy Spirit, knowing Him and His ways and becoming increasingly sensitive to Him as we allow Him to change us by His grace; as we respond to His correction of our motives, attitudes and thoughts. 
Blame shifting, resistance, denial or attempts to justify ourselves is foolishness because -
1 Peter 4:17 NIV

“...it is time for judgment to begin with God’s household;” 
Lessons from Israel:

1 Corinthians 10:11 NIV

“These things happened to them as examples and were written down as warnings for us, on whom the culmination of the ages has come.”
Paul says that what happened to Israel is recorded for our instruction - we are not accountable in the same way as they were, and we do have an advantage over them inasmuch as we have the indwelling Holy Spirit, but we must learn from what their mistakes; so let’s look at some incidents in the Old Testament and see what was caused them to miss the mark - 
Numbers 16: 1 – 4 NIV Korah’s rebellion
“ 1Korah son of Izhar, the son of Kohath, the son of Levi, and certain Reubenites—Dathan and Abiram, sons of Eliab, and On son of Peleth—became insolent 2 and rose up against Moses. With them were 250 Israelite men, well-known community leaders who had been appointed members of the council. 3 They came as a group to oppose Moses and Aaron and said to them, “You have gone too far! The whole community is holy, every one of them, and the LORD is with them. Why then do you set yourselves above the LORD’s assembly?” 4 When Moses heard this, he fell facedown.”
Moses adopts the position, he humbles himself before God, knowing that what Korah and his helpers are doing will incur the anger of God, because this was an organised, well thought out, attempt at a takeover; they coveted what he had, they were jealous.
Korah and company were jealous of Moses; they felt he was setting himself too high and secretly plotted to remove him from his position as the spokesman of God;  Korah was a rebel, but not only that, he drew others along with him, as did Absalom, the son of David, when he drew the people to himself in an effort to take his father’s throne…
The lesson for us here, beloved of God, is - do not covet. 
Do not ever be the one who gather others around you to rise up against God ordained leadership; such rebellion, for that is what it is - will be judged by God. There is a huge accountability for such behaviour, the root of which is covetousness.
James Macdonald says in his book 3‘Lord, change my attitude before it’s too late’ – 

‘At the root of covetousness is a rejection of God’s sufficiency...what will it take for us to come to that settled place where the central passion of our lives is God?’
Good question.
But before you judge Korah, recognise that inside every one of us is a rebel.  
Oh we don’t wake up in the morning and say ‘I think I’ll rebel today’ - our attitudes push us to that place.  Rebellion has many sources; humbling ourselves constantly before God, because that is Who we are ultimately rebelling against, will deal with that which inborn in us - and I didn’t read that in a book!
Rebellion against proper authority of any kind, reveals a deep rooted rejection of God’s authority and it is serious; there is no heart that God has a harder time dealing with and changing than a rebellious heart.

In the Old Testament there was an offering for what was called the ‘sin of ignorance’ and that is most often what it is for us, we are ignorant of these things, ignorant of the fact that the way we think and behave towards God and people is wrong, ignorant even of our own rebellion which is classed by Him as sin; we think He agrees with us; we take His silence, as His approval…nay, agreement.
There are things in our hearts, beloved, of which we have no conception until the Holy Spirit reveals them; He cannot co-habit with them because they interrupt our fellowship with the Father, and allowing Him to both reveal and deal with them is our ongoing process. 

So be open to Him, expect the loving correction and discipline of God because discipline is always a family matter; He is training you to fulfil your destiny in this life and live in His presence for eternity.
For your own sake don’t run away from Him, or make excuses – years ago I received some brilliant advice from Steve Sampson – “When you come before Him just plead guilty, it saves a lot of time!” and ask for the desire to love Him with all your heart to so that you want nothing to come between you and Him; nothing that would mar that beautiful relationship; ‘deal with me ruthlessly and correct me severely, Lord God’ and mean it.
The late Judson Cornwall in his book 4‘What is there about ‘No’ that you do not understand?’ says -

“Our minds tend to reject all negative statements and our eyes skip over the word ‘no’ as if it were not on the page...”
God knows that our insistence on having our own way causes us to gloss over a negative whether it is spoken or written; nevertheless there are things He tells us for our own good which sometimes simply have to be enforced; and this is where we experience not only the rebuke, but sometimes the discipline or even punishment of God for our restoration. 

The history Israel shows us that when God’s great heart said ‘No’, when He said ‘Don’t flirt with anything which is not of Me’, they would not take this ‘no’ for an answer; they neglected to keep away from that which God prohibited and to do what God had told them and they moved into rebellion, which eventually incurred God’s discipline and ultimately lost their inheritance. 
They accommodated things that God did not appreciate, enjoy or value; they were passive in their response to Him, and active in their rebellion to His commands. 
Their history is an example to us and it is not how you start the race, but how you finish it.  “He who puts his armour on does not boast in the same way as he who takes it off...” 1 Kings 20:11.
That great king Solomon, son of David, built the temple in Jerusalem, he started so well, but he was lured away from the Living God by the wives he married. He started off on fire for God, but ended in an ash heap - a broken man who wrote Ecclesiastes – the thoughts of an old soul, an out of fellowship, disillusioned, believer – he tried everything; pursued pleasure for its own sake, only to find turned to ashes in his hands; pursuit of the world will always do this -
Ecclesiastes 2:10 – 11 NKJV

“ 10 Whatever my eyes desired I did not keep from them. 
I did not withhold my heart from any pleasure, 
For my heart rejoiced in all my labour; 
And this was my reward from all my labour. 
11 Then I looked on all the works that my hands had done 
And on the labour in which I had toiled; 
And indeed all was vanity and grasping for the wind. 
There was no profit under the sun.”
The pursuit of the pleasure of the world is empty at last.
Solomon ignored the warning God gave him in 2 Chronicles 7:19 – 21 at the dedication of the temple 
“19 “But if you turn away and forsake My statutes and My commandments which I have set before you, and go and serve other gods, and worship them, 20 then I will uproot them from My land which I have given them; and this house which I have sanctified for My name I will cast out of My sight, and will make it a proverb and a byword among all peoples. 21 “And as for this house, which is exalted, everyone who passes by it will be astonished and say, ‘Why has the LORD done thus to this land and this house?’”
Here the generational sin of lust, David with Bathsheba, is worked out through his son Solomon, with disastrous results.
Solomon loved many foreign women and followed their pagan practices which God had expressly forbidden; this disobedience brought its reward and the process of judgement began affecting the whole nation and the Kingdom of Israel, established under David, was torn in two after Solomon’s death, and became two nations at war with each other; Israel in the north and Judah in the south. You can read the whole story in 1 Kings 11: 1 – 13.
Solomon led the nation in a downward slide into idolatry from which Israel never fully recovered; the whole nation became corrupt because of the life-style of its leader.
The bible shows us that Israel walked ‘contrary’ to God over an extremely long period of time and eventually, after many, many, warnings and an increasing severity of rebuke, God brought punishment upon them because of their wilful disobedience. They brought it on themselves. They were short-sighted, naked and blind – Jesus said the same thing to the church in Laodicea – 
Revelation 3:17 AMP
“ 17For you say, I am rich; I have prospered and grown wealthy, and I am in need of nothing; and you do not realize and understand that you are wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and naked.”
The history of this nation, called, chosen, beloved of God, whom Yahweh saw as His wife - is such an important lesson for us. These things are written that we may learn about God’s ways; how He likes to do things; that we may be warned that persistent disregard, disobedience or violation of His commands will bring rebuke and eventually discipline; because God never changes the way He does things.
We are living in a day when it is said there is no ‘absolute truth’ and indeed, the scriptures are considered not to be absolute truth, by many who profess to believe, and the Bible is open for debate and discussion. This does not change the fact that the Bible is absolute truth and it is the word of God and one day judgement will come, if we persistently ignore the warnings contained in it.
Our finite, rebellious minds, dismal lack of understanding, and spiritual blindness, cause us to commit the same sin as Adam and Eve, as the whispered ‘Did God really say?’ causes us to compromise the truth, water it down and make it fit our own desires. 
What happens then is that we are free to live as we choose without restraint or fear of our conscience bothering us; we have persuaded ourselves that there is a loophole through which we may climb; or because we are ‘not under the law, but under grace’, we can live as we please; what we have actually done is conformed (bent) the truth to our version of it -
Galatians 5:13 AMP

“ 13For you, brethren, were [indeed] called to freedom; only [do not let your] freedom be an incentive to your flesh and an opportunity or excuse [for selfishness], but through love you should serve one another.”
There is no freedom apart from abiding in Him and yielding our desires to His government, so intimacy is first on our list before anything else, because out of that close loving relationship comes a desire to be holy, set apart for Him, and to walk in purity; as we walk humbly with this Great God who calls Himself our Friend, there is an ease and ability to do everything and accept anything because of our love for Him; we walk in the light as He is in the light.
God is immutable, He never changes, what He was, He is and always will be;  He is a God of love and grace, and He is a God who examines us, He looks at us closely, He judges and will ultimately judge. Jesus is our Saviour, our King, our Shepherd, our Friend, and at the end of the day He is the Judge of all men because the Father has given all judgement into the hands of the Son -
John 5:22 NASB

“ 22 For not even the Father judges anyone, but He has given all judgment to the Son.” 
Heeding the voices of the prophets: 

A vital function of the prophets has always been to provide God’s people with a clear vision of their divinely appointed identity, destiny and purpose in any age, because without such vision they will inevitably stumble and fall; literally, they will perish. 
In this present age there is a resurgence of the prophetic office which marks God’s intention that His people should hear what He is saying.
In his book 5‘The Final Quest’ – Rick Joyner spends a long time with Jesus in the Hall of Judgement and Jesus says this –
“When I appeared to Joshua as the Captain of the Host, I declared that I was for neither him nor his enemies. I never come to take sides. When I come it is to take over, not to take sides. I appeared as the Captain of the Host before Israel could enter her Promised Land. The church is now about to enter her Promised Land, and I am again about to appear as the Captain of the Host. 
When I do I will remove all who have been forcing my people to take sides against their brothers. My justice does not take sides in human conflicts, even those of my own people. What I was doing through Israel I was doing for their enemies too, not against them. It is only because you see from the earthly, temporal perspective that you do not see my justice. You must see My justice to walk in my authority because righteousness and justice are the foundations of My throne.”
Justice and righteousness are the foundations of His throne. Beloved of God, no matter where we are right now, or where we think we are, we have a way to go before He can entrust us with the ‘powers of the age to come’. Rick Joyner again -
“I can only trust you with My supernatural knowledge to the degree that you know My heart. The gifts of the Spirit that I have released to My church are but small tokens of the powers of the age to come...When you know My heart then the eyes of your heart will be opened. Then you will see as I see, and you will do what I do.”
National deafness and lack of spiritual insight and understanding was the undoing of Israel, despite all the prophetic warnings, was what finally brought about the downfall of Jerusalem in 586 BC. 

After the city had been totally destroyed by the armies of Babylon, and its inhabitants taken away captive. 

The prophet Jeremiah said this –

Lamentations 1:9 NKJV

“She did not consider her destiny; therefore her collapse was awesome;”
And Jesus Himself lamented over her -

Matthew 23:37

““O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her! How often I wanted to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing!”
Whatever the type of discipline or judgement, God imposes, He always gives grace first and the purpose is always restoration to Himself. 
Grace is the opportunity to change, to change our minds and direction from turning away from the living God, to turning back to Him and following Him. He delights in His people and it is a source of anguish to Him to have them disobey Him to the point where He needs to mete out some degree of discipline or judgement upon them – He takes no pleasure in this. 
It was because of ignorance of His ways that Israel failed so dismally to recognise that when God said something – He actually meant it!  He had said to them –

“You meet the conditions; I’ll meet the promises.” 
But in their persistent wilfulness and hardness of heart towards Him, they ignored Him and stored up trouble for themselves.
It was not God’s intention that they should wander in the desert for 40 years; neither was it His intention that the first generation be buried in the sand. 
He brought them to the border of the Promised Land within a short time of their departure from Egypt and He was fully prepared to take them in. But they were full of unbelief,  yearning for Egypt, and unwilling, so He appointed a year for every day that the spies were in the Promised Land for them to wander and die in the wilderness.  

Here we see the grace of God in action, for if this undisciplined rabble had been allowed to go into the Promised Land at that point, their enemies would have picked them off and all Israel would have died at the hands of their foes. 
God in His great grace and mercy trundled them around the desert for 40 years until a new breed of Israelite had come forth, rather than lose them all to the enemy. 

At the end of the day, the measure of our surrender to full obedience will be the measure of our confidence towards Him, and our ability to be child-like and trusting in our relationship with Him.
If we were to trace Israel's history we would see exactly the same thing; the very thing God said to them ‘please, for your own safety and good, do not do this...’ they did. 
Jeremiah 1:16 NIV 

“ 16I will pronounce my judgments on my people because of their wickedness in forsaking me, in burning incense to other gods and in worshiping what their hands have made.”
The very first thing, number one, is do not forsake Him and worship a ‘god’ other than Yahweh, God Himself, their Husband by covenant, ‘beloved spouse, don’t go there’ – but they couldn’t resist the lure of the nations around them and they fell into idolatry bringing God’s righteous judgement upon them as a nation. 
‘Don’t leave Me’ the ‘first and greatest commandment’ which God gave to Moses to give to the nation on Mount Sinai, ‘Don’t leave Me because I shall have to do something about it...’ 
The warnings went unheeded...
Exodus 19:3 – 8 NASB

“ 3Moses went up to God, and the LORD called to him from the mountain, saying, "Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob and tell the sons of Israel: 4'You yourselves have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles' wings, and brought you to Myself. 5'Now then, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then you shall be My own possession among all the peoples, for all the earth is Mine; 6and you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.' These are the words that you shall speak to the sons of Israel." 7So Moses came and called the elders of the people, and set before them all these words which the LORD had commanded him.
 8All the people answered together and said, "All that the LORD has spoken we will do!" And Moses brought back the words of the people to the LORD.”
The bride says, ‘I will’ to the proposal and the marriage covenant is sealed. 

“ 8The people all responded together, "All that the LORD has spoken we will do!" We will do everything the LORD has said. ‘So Moses brought back their answer to the Lord’.” (NIV) 

Please note, they agreed to the terms of the covenant willingly -
Exodus 24:7 NIV

“ Then he took the Book of the Covenant and read it to the people. They responded, “We will do everything the LORD has said; we will obey.”” 

Can’t read anything else into that, the people said ‘We will obey’. 

Sounds as though everything should be hunky dory then...but - 

‘If’ 

Right in the middle of Exodus 19 there is a little word and that little word is ‘if’; this makes the covenant conditional. 
If you obey - these things you can be certain will come to pass, if you do not obey, then there is a penalty clause. “Israel, I mean business, you are saying ‘yes’ to Me and if you keep My covenant, you will be My own peculiar people, My possession, if you do not keep My covenant and obey My instructions to you – the law of sowing and reaping will come into effect...you have been warned...so first, let’s settle it – Me first OK?”
Exodus 20: 3 NASB
"You shall have no other gods before Me.”
Number one; first on the list; first commandment; before you do anything else - love Me, with all your heart, soul, mind and strength and then go on to do other things, but first, ever and only - love ME.
Later, Jesus Himself when asked by the people what they should do said –

Mark 12:30 NIV 

“ Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.” 

Later He says of the church at Ephesus  -

“You have left your first love...”
Love is always the number one issue with God.  His one desire that His people may love Him for Who He is, not for what they can get out of Him. If they love Him everything they need will be supplied. Matthew 6:33.
One of the problems with human beings and covenants and the real reason why Israel failed is that they found the terms too restricting, too demanding, they infringed their liberty, so they thought.  
So they tried to side-step them and give God something else -
Isaiah 1:13 NIV

“13 Stop bringing meaningless offerings! 
Your incense is detestable to me. 
New Moons, Sabbaths and convocations— 
I cannot bear your worthless assemblies.”
Offering God an alternative beloved, never receives approval – ask Cain. 

Because the covenant was first of all relational, it was also all embracing; He wanted to be a part of everything in the lives of the nation, not just some – He doesn’t do ‘time share’. Nothing so far as He was concerned was outside the covenant, which was all inclusive; He would be with them every step of the way, so it covered all the physical, moral, spiritual, intellectual, emotional, vocational and relational aspects of life. 

The deal was an ‘all inclusive’ package.
He gave Israel detailed instructions how to keep themselves in fellowship with Him and pointed to the day when the greatest sacrifice of all would come. 

History tells us that this first and greatest commandment turned out to be the one over which Israel stumbled, time and time again and it was the major reason for God’s discipline; spiritual adultery - they ‘left their first love’ and out of that came everything else.

Her problem was - this wife who had everything – she did not know her Husband in intimate union, communion and fellowship, so she looked elsewhere, something else other than Him filled her heart, captivated her, and finally brought her down.

Before you judge, consider this, this is one of the things Jesus has to say to the church at Ephesus in the book of Revelation –
Revelation 2:4 NASB

“But I have this against you, that you have left your first love.”
Ephesus means ‘desired one’.

The 'desired one’ had allowed her love for Jesus to cool; she had fallen away, she was sick and did not know it; Ephesus had heart trouble. 
 “I just don’t love Him any more”. 
Honeymoon love eroded into routine married life. The thrilling flush of the new-found conversion experience had dissipated into the mundane and routine; so she found something else to occupy the place in her heart where He should have been. 
The Ephesians’ love had cooled in the same way as Israel.  
Israel's devotion to her Husband had somehow seeped away; she was a wife who had everything, His house, His car, His money, but her eyes looked lustfully on the nations around her; she wanted what they had; turning her back on the One true God, she sought worthless idols in the imaginations of her own heart, and bowed down to them.
Jeremiah is given instruction in Jeremiah 2:24, which graphically lays how God sees it, on the line –

Jeremiah 24:23 – 25 NIV 

“ 23“How can you say, ‘I am not defiled; 
I have not run after the Baals’? 
See how you behaved in the valley; 
consider what you have done. 
You are a swift she-camel 
running here and there, 
24 a wild donkey accustomed to the desert, 
sniffing the wind in her craving— 
in her heat who can restrain her? 
Any males that pursue her need not tire themselves; 
at mating time they will find her. 
25 Do not run until your feet are bare 
and your throat is dry. 
But you said, ‘It’s no use! 
I love foreign gods, 
and I must go after them.”
Earthy! 
You are on heat Israel and up for grabs; anyone can have you.

When God talks about an intimate relationship it is closer than we think; it is as close as the marriage bond between husband and wife who become one flesh. His desire? That He might spiritually be ‘one-flesh’ with His people, His wife, His bride, intimacy, into-Me-see; melded - one with Him, no longer two lives to be lived, but one; vine; branches.
Jesus counsel to Ephesus is “Remember the height from which you have fallen…repent” – change your mind, come back to Me. 
Return to intimacy with Me, your Bridegroom or I will remove your lampstand; I will put your light out. I will remove your witness from this place; this was exactly the same as His counsel to Israel; today there is no church in Ephesus. 

He has removed their lampstand - permanently.
“All scripture is God breathed and useful for correction...”
God never counts the time when we are out of fellowship with Him, so if you have been saved 20 years and have spent ten of those years wandering around and out of fellowship, He doesn’t count them, He only counts the years when you were in intimate, loving relationship with Him – isn’t that kind? He’s never going to sit you down and say, ‘now let’s talk about these years and what you got up to.’.
Discipline and judgement are part of God’s dealings with us, but the intention is always to restore; to bring us back into fellowship with Him, it is never punitive and harsh it is only as much as He decrees necessary to cause us to repent; to change our minds and turn back to Him – and He knows what He is doing.
Hebrews 12:5 NIV 
“My son, do not make light of the Lord’s discipline, and do not lose heart when he rebukes you”
He never sends judgement, or discipline, of any kind without first giving grace and that grace is in the form of increasingly severe warnings. 
Right now the world is seeing an increase in ‘natural’ disasters, famine, flood, earthquakes...beloved we are in a period of grace before the final judgement of God upon unbelieving man.
The law of Sowing and Reaping:

This study would not be complete without looking briefly at the law of sowing and reaping. 
Beloved, what we sow we will reap as surely as day follows night. 
There comes a time when God says, “I want you to grow up”. Personally, I give the enemy less and less credit for what I see because, what I observe in the body of Christ is more often than not, the law of reaping what we have sown that is causing the problems -
Psalm 18: 20 - 28 says this –

“ 20 The LORD has dealt with me according to my righteousness; 
according to the cleanness of my hands he has rewarded me. 
21 For I have kept the ways of the LORD; 
I am not guilty of turning from my God. 
22 All his laws are before me; 
I have not turned away from his decrees. 
23 I have been blameless before him 
and have kept myself from sin. 
24 The LORD has rewarded me according to my righteousness, 
according to the cleanness of my hands in his sight. 

25 To the faithful you show yourself faithful, 
to the blameless you show yourself blameless, 
26 to the pure you show yourself pure, 
but to the devious you show yourself shrewd. 
27 You save the humble 
but bring low those whose eyes are haughty. 
28 You, LORD, keep my lamp burning; 
my God turns my darkness into light.” 

He deals with us according to our righteousness and the cleanness of our hands.  
When you double deal with money; keeping change in the supermarket when it is more than you should have; and then protest when they overcharge you; when you pretend to prophesy, or try to look like something you are not; when you hurt another’s reputation by what you say; the list goes on and on. 
Beloved, the time will come when He will call you to account.

There is One who knows all things. Hebrews 4:13.
The anointing is no substitute for righteousness. 
Do not try to impress people, be yourself, give the piece God has given you, and be at peace.
Salvation is not the issue, salvation is by grace, we are talking about maturing, growing up into all things in Christ; can you say to God ‘deal with me according to the cleanness of my hands?

Every one of us is part of the whole, it is time to stop trying to shoulder others out of the way; there is enough for us all; the world is crying out for a different Christian, will it be you?

Finally then, what has all this been about? 
Beloved, it is that we may seek Him for others, for the unsaved, for the nation and know that He will hear us. The way is open for us to stand before the Throne of Grace in time of need -
2 Chronicles 7: 13 - 14 NASB

“13"If I shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or if I command the locust to devour the land, or if I send pestilence among My people, 14and My people who are called by My name humble themselves and pray and seek My face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, will forgive their sin and will heal their land. 

This is about humbling ourselves; turning from our wicked ways; praying; seeking his Face with clean hands and a pure heart; and then He will forgive us, hear us and heal our land.

Our nation is in desperate need of healing, and God desires to heal it; we are salt and we are light in this world of darkness. It is through our prayers, the prayers of His people, committed and obedient to His will that He will do it so -
2 Corinthians 13:5 The Message

“Test yourselves to make sure you are solid in the faith. Don't drift along taking everything for granted. Give yourselves regular checkups.”
Let us then both examine ourselves, and humble ourselves, to see if we be ‘in the faith’ and if we are, let us pray with confidence that God will stay His hand of righteous judgement over this nation of ours; we are its only hope. 

God hears the prayers of His lovers, He cannot do anything else because they are close to His heart, hearing what He wants to do on the earth, and asking Him to do it. 
Prayer rises from the heart of a lover like incense; it exists in the soul that has been purified by the fire of love, a heart without idols.

Will you pray with me?

Living flame of love, You desire purity within. My heart beats a ‘yes’ to Your desire for me; purity of thought, purity of speech, purity of life, love joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, longsuffering, gentleness, self control are mine flowing from Your presence within me. Have Your way – beloved flame – consume the dross, refine the gold that all may see the Christ in me.

In Jesus’ Name.

Amen.

God bless you.
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