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It is my prayer that you will not just read this, or listen to the CD and put the message aside, but that you will allow the Holy Spirit to highlight to you what is relevant for you personally and when He does, stop right there and spend time thinking about what you have just read or heard, what He has just said to you...it is time for us to go deeper and higher and we will not do that unless we slow down, cease searching for something ‘new’ and consolidate where we are with Him...
Luke 2: 8 – 13 NASB

“ 8In the same region there were some shepherds staying out in the fields and keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 And an angel of the Lord suddenly stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them; and they were terribly frightened. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of great joy which will be for all the people; 11 for today in the city of David there has been born for you a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord. 12 This will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there appeared with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 

14 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among men with whom He is pleased.”” 

Why was God pleased?  Because He looked forward to the work of Jesus on the cross which would reconcile the world to Himself...the day when sin was dealt with once and for all -

2 Corinthians 5:19 NASB

“God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them” 

The cross and joy go together.

Let’s pray before we begin shall we?

Father, how can we thank You for all that You have done for us in Jesus? You are calling us to a higher place in our relationship with You, to have new ears, to live in a different atmosphere, to experience all that Jesus died to give us; You have told us we are the beloved in the Beloved and You call us to come up higher, to press into a deeper place in You...
Help us Father our hearts are slow to understand, we cannot comprehend what You have set before us...what You hold out is so incredible, so amazing...not only eternal life and pleasures at your right hand for evermore, but the joy of our hearts beating in union and communion with You and Jesus in the here and now.

Help us Father to cast off any restraint of heart, help us to open ourselves fully to Your truths, help us Holy Spirit, pull us through to another level of intimacy with the Almighty...Who for the joy set before Him, endured the cross, despising the shame. We want to come into all that Jesus died to give us Father, so enable us to see today with the eyes of our hearts and hear with the ears of our understanding and to respond to your call as deep calls to deep.
In Jesus’ name and for His sake, 
Amen.

Review:
We have been looking at the shortness of the hour; the need to prepare; the history of Israel;  and the difference between the Church and Israel; this month we are going to explore what it looks like to live with the joy of a captivated heart. 
A captured heart becomes captivated by love into a place of adoration.
John 15:9 – 11 NIV

“ 9“As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. 10 If you keep my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commands and remain in his love. 11 I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete.””
Love is the key to the joy of a captivated heart.

Knowing that you are the beloved of God upon whom His favour rests and living in that place of blessing and abundance is crucial to the purposes of heaven on earth. 

Understanding and receiving His grace are of paramount importance.
Wherever you are on your journey God wants an upgrade the relationship; He desires you have an upgrade because there is always more of Him to discover and He desires to connect with you at an ever-deepening level, because He is a God of limitless possibilities and He wants to teach you to live in that place of His limitlessness -

‘I saw only fences...

You opened gates.

I said "I can't..."

You said, "I know...”

I drowned in my smallness -

You overwhelmed me with Your bigness.

When I couldn't imagine a future,

You whispered and kissed and sang Your song to me until I simply had to follow,

Until I found myself standing before a door... knocking.

And somewhere in the knocking, in the waiting, I began to dream

Of a life beyond the door.

At some point, in the knocking, while I waited, 

You stole my fears - and placed hope in my pockets.

I stopped crying about endings and began looking - for the beginning.

Until the door vanished, when I least expected,

And I tumbled into a space so wide, so vast, so blue, so ...You,

Where there are no ceilings, no walls, not even a floor to restrain me...

A landscape without limits...

Endless plains of hope...

Rivers of renewal...

Everest’s of imagination...

Summits still in clouds, begging to be climbed...

I am surrounded here by runners, climbers, dreamers -

Explorers who live in the question - 

"What's out there?"

Adventurers without maps,

Who navigate with compasses set on True North...

So I stand still, listening...resting...

And You smile at my wonder...

You delight at my discovery of who You really are... 

And who I really am -

Until I gather myself,

And begin...to run... and run... and run...

And climb and climb and climb...

For You are the summit...

You are the peak...

Living with You in Your ‘Secret Place’...

The possibilities are limitless...and
I have found my heart’s desire - in You.’

e desires The New Covenant, of which we are partakers, is not between you and God, but between the Father and the Son – you are ‘in’ the Christ, which makes you a partaker of everything that is His.  

The possibilities for you are now endless because everything is ‘yes’ and ‘amen’ in Christ; in that place of abiding in the Father’s heart of love for you. 

Your journey, therefore, is that of bringing the knowledge of your position, into your experience – of getting to ‘yes’ and ‘amen’. 

This is the job of the Holy Spirit in your life; He loves to make things real to you. When you have learned something, He will always back up that knowledge, with experience.
The poem which I quoted was written by a lady who attended a conference a few years ago entitled ‘Limitless Possibilities’, she wrote it when she made the discovery of the limitlessness of our God and how much He wants us to have everything that He is. 

The resources of heaven truly are at our disposal.

It is crucial to the purposes of heaven on earth in these days that we both fully understand and occupy this place of privilege. Because it is our privilege to live on earth as though we were in heaven; this is the ransom price Jesus paid. That we might stand before the Father in the same fellowship with Him as the Son enjoys; that is the reality of the rebirth, the reality of being born again from above – not of a father’s will but born of God -
John 1:13 NIV

“ Children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will, but born of God.”
God is not trying to renovate us; He isn’t trying to patch us up; He has made us new creations in Christ and He is trying to resource us in that place; He is trying to get us to see what riches we already have in the Christ and what influence we have with Him when we pray according to His will -
1 John 5:14 - 15 NASB

“ 14This is the confidence which we have before Him, that, if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. 15 And if we know that He hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests which we have asked from Him.”
He is our inheritance all that He is and all that He has is ours, in Him – and we are His.

We are complete ‘in Him’.

Colossians 2:10 NASB

“ 10 and in Him you have been made complete, and He is the head over all rule and authority;” 

The Father sees you through the lens of His total satisfaction with Jesus’ work of the cross – Jesus has done it all. You can do nothing that would make God love you more and you can do nothing that would make Him love you less - He has set His love upon you – it is fixed and immovable. 
Jesus, the covenant Maker, and the covenant keeper is the guarantee of your salvation. By dealing with sin the Father has put you into a place where the covenant is both fixed and ratified by the blood of Jesus and the Father honours the covenant because He made it with His Son. 

He never deals with you, therefore, with regard to sin, but only with regard to righteousness which He has imputed to you; He has attributed it to you, it is yours. As He works His righteousness into you, as He imparts it by the power of the Holy Spirit, it becomes yours experientially and the inclination towards sinful behaviour is displaced by His love and purity, and your new nature in the Christ is developed.

This is the power of the cross at work – you are alive to God and therefore, dead to sin – herein lies your joy.

Take, take, take:

Your part in all this is simply to learn how to take from Him, to receive from Him, as God grows you to this place of righteousness and holiness – you have not got to do anything to make Him love you His grace enables you to feel good about yourself whilst He deals with things in your life – this is the staggeringly brilliant Good News of the grace of God. 

If you have been striving in your Christian walk, now is the time to stop, right here...grace is your portion and your inheritance. Grace, the power of God in you, to become like His Son –

Psalm 119: 14 The Message

“How can a young person live a clean life? By carefully reading the map of your Word. I'm single-minded in pursuit of you; don't let me miss the road signs you've posted. I've banked your promises in the vault of my heart so I won't sin myself bankrupt. Be blessed, God; train me in your ways of wise living. I'll transfer to my lips all the counsel that comes from your mouth; I delight far more in what you tell me about living than in gathering a pile of riches. I ponder every morsel of wisdom from you, I attentively watch how you've done it. I relish everything you've told me of life, I won't forget a word of it.” 

The late F B Meyer1 and his teaching on a fragment of scripture radically changed my understanding of how to appropriate, to take the blessing of being ‘in Christ’ as my own -
Isaiah 33:20 The Message

“The plunder is free for the taking, free for all— for weak and strong, insiders and outsiders”.
 “The lame take the prey” the King James Version puts it...even the lame can get it.
Peter said to the lame man at the Gate Beautiful, ‘such as I have I give’, stretched out his hand and raised the man to his feet – the man had to take Peter’s hand; you have to take, by faith, by believing that you will receive what you need when you ask; it will be given to you good measure, pressed down, running over into your lap. 

He’s said so.
The feeblest and weakest of us are able to take what God is holding out – whether you are flat on your back on a bed of sickness or hale and hearty and in full strength; you can take; you can receive what He gives, the grace of God, the power of God, in every situation and circumstance – are you short tempered, take His peace; are you tempted by some sexual deviation? Take His purity; take what you want, take what you need...it is there for the taking – that momentary turning of the heart toward Him for what you need, will bring the supply – ‘Father, I'm losing it, I take your patience...’  ‘Father, I'm slipping, help me...I take Your purity’ there is no shame, there is no blame; He has become to us both wisdom and righteousness – 
1 Corinthians 1:30 NASB

“ 30But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification, and redemption” (emphasis mine).
It’s a done deal. 

There for the taking, the grace God – the power of God to change is yours – no matter how much you pull on your shoelaces you will not be able to lift yourself up; self-effort will not do it – only by receiving His power will you rise.
Awesome – all the resources of heaven are at your disposal. 
That is your inheritance beloved; that is what Jesus has won for you that you may become like Him in all His beauty of nature and character – it’s freely available to you - now and forever; so take, take, take.
He has everything covered, He knows you, He is not embarrassed, disgusted nor ashamed of you, He is not angry or disillusioned with you; He’s never going to punish you because Jesus was ‘bruised for our iniquities and He was wounded that you might be healed’ Isaiah 53.
You didn’t deserve the wounds you carry, and He didn’t deserve the wounds He carried for you, but He volunteered to have them in order that you might be fully healed, so that your pain could be dealt with ‘see from His hands, His feet, His side’ He has everything covered, beloved, everything. 

The cross is sufficient, and He put you into the one place where you can receive everything, He has for you...in Christ, so take. 

You are accepted in the Beloved, you are outrageously, astonishingly, and scandalously forgiven, approved, and loved; it is your inheritance beloved, to be fully healed and to receive and live in the same place and the same love, which the Father has for Jesus. 

Your job is simply to abide, to dwell, to live, in that place of love where the Holy Spirit has placed you, where you discover just how much territory in the Spirit the Father longs to give you; it is by His doing that you are in the Christ, it is by His placement your part is to - sit, stay, remain - SIT, STAY, sounds like dog training.
You are the beloved not because of what you have done, but because of what He has done and because of what He sees, not what you see about yourself. 
He doesn’t deal with you because of your misdeeds, but because of what He sees is missing of the life of Jesus in you. 

He doesn’t condemn, He helps; so don’t run away beloved, run to Him.
His love is not based on your performance; it is based on the ransom price that Jesus paid which was agreed between the Father and the Son before the foundation of the earth was laid. 

This is a done deal!
There is not a single blessing of heaven that you cannot have - because it is your inheritance in Him, and it flows from your relationship with Him. 

His grace, compassion, mercy, and favour are all yours; it is your destiny beloved, it is your destiny to live in the love of God.

Your personal trainer, the Holy Spirit is about to undo every lie you ever swallowed about Who God really, really is. Many of us have a ‘god’ of our own making who is often punitive and angry, measuring everything we do for good or ill and punishing accordingly. Beloved, that view of God is a lie from the pit that is Satan’s nature, he is the accuser, and he is malevolent and cruel.
It is the Holy Spirit’s task to make sure that you get it; that God never accuses you; though He may convict you, He never condemns you; He leads you and corrects you; He is good; the glory of God is the goodness of God, God is Good. 
He is good all the time – Jesus went about ‘doing good’. 
The Holy Spirit is also about to undo every lie you have believed about yourself ( and show you how God sees you (. 

How does He see you?

“You are His treasure, a holy nation, His people, the people of His power, the people of His passion, the people of His heart, the people of His affection; you are more glorious than you know, stronger than you look, more brilliant than you can imagine – this is your identity; this is who you are - do not permit anybody talk you out of it or talk you down from that high place, that high calling. You are in Christ, you are astonishing; and at the very least you are wonderful, His marvellous darling...” Graham Cooke – C D set ‘The Art of thinking Brilliantly’.
And it is in this position of agreeing with God about who you are, you come fully into your inheritance because your inheritance is tied to your identity. You will not come into it beloved whilst you hold a different opinion of yourself to that which the Father has.

Your total helplessness and your inability are your qualifications, it is brilliant; your weakness is your strength and joy...He is BIG you are small. 

Enjoy the feeling of being small, wrapped in His Bigness. 

Yahoo!! Let’s GO!!!

It’s brilliant.
His strength is made perfect in your weakness so enjoy the feeling of smallness because your strength is in leaning completely upon Him, that His power might be perfected in you -
2 Corinthians 12:9 NIV

9...‘“My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” (emphasis mine)
So the Holy Spirit has placed you in the one place where you can get all your needs met and all your prayers answered; He has placed you ‘in’ the Christ.

What is needed right now is that you come into agreement with God and receive a greater understanding and experience of His grace. This is not about increased head knowledge; knowledge must always lead to experience or it leaves your heart untouched.
He desperately wants you to experience an upgrade in how you see Him – in the natural an upgrade means something much better; you upgrade from EasyJet or Ryanair to Virgin Airways Business Class; your hotel puts you in a suite, instead of a single room; and Jesus changes the water into wine… 

An upgrade is bigger, better, broader, wider, more luxurious, there is room to spread your wings...and... fly...
Time beloved for an upgrade, then, in understanding who God is and who you are, you are not a turkey, you are an eagle and eagles are meant to fly. 

We are not ordinary people; there has never been a nation of people on the earth before who are like us. It is the Father’s intention that we should rise up in this time as the people of Promise that we are – the Gospel is so amazing; it is what you were put on the earth for, as an Ambassador for the Christ you are to demonstrate what heaven is like, as you allow the life of Christ within to be manifested through you...so receive...so take...your inheritance. 

You are not ordinary beloved, you are Royalty. 
You are the offspring of the King, you are not ‘adopted’ in our understanding of the word, you are blood bought, and blood born; you occupy your place because of the blood line directly from the Father, through the Son, to you – you were born again from above into a place of resurrection power. 
Listen carefully in these days, beloved of God, and you will hear heaven calling you up to a higher place relationship of deeper communion and intimacy. This is a place where you receive a higher status, delight, love and joy in the Godhead; a place where you know and are known; a place where you declare and proclaim with the same permission as the Beloved Son; a place which produces the same fellowship with the Father as that which the Son enjoys; there is a place in the Spirit that has your name on it, where you can begin to comprehend what being ‘in Christ’ really means. 
What being ‘in Christ’ opens up for, you in terms of your opportunities to bring heaven to earth.

You stand in the space between the Father and the Son, the beloved in the Beloved – this is ‘your space’ and your fellowship is with the Father and the Son in the resurrection power of the Holy Spirit. 
Think about it beloved, think about it – let joy rise.
Father wants to look you in the eye, and He wants you to look Him in the eye; He wants love meetings, joy meetings and acceptance meetings with you. He wants you to come for hugs and He wants you to know Him as Father deep inside your heart. He wants to speak to you, to call you by name and tell you how much He loves you and how much you delight Him. He wants to share His heart with you so that you will ask for what He wants to do in the earth in these troubled days.
So, it is essential that right here, right now, you come to a greater understanding and experience of Who God is; what Jesus accomplished on the cross at Calvary for you; and who you are in relation to both of these truths - your salvation was just the beginning; it was the starting point. 
It is crucial that you come to totally new level of understanding and experience; that you ‘come up higher’ as He calls you into an elevated status and a deeper place of intimacy and delight where you will hear His heartbeat and know Him more fully and completely; where you live in the knowledge that -

I am the beloved of God on whom His favour rests.

Everything He does in your life is relational, everything. 
He will never do anything with you outside of that love relationship that He has with you.

We have the ear of the Almighty.

We have the mind of Christ.

We are filled with the Spirit.

We are here on the earth at this time for a reason; we are people of identity, belonging and purpose. We have captivated the heart of the Almighty; He inclines His ear to us; He hears our cries; He knows us; He loves us with an incredible, outrageous love and we stand in the place of His favour; He is biased towards us; we are His favourite; His great beauty; His Bride; His unparalleled, unprecedented, unique, exceptional favour, is towards us – we can get anything we ask out of Him -
1 John 5:14 NIV

“ 14 This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. 15 And if we know that he hears us—whatever we ask—we know that we have what we asked of him.”
We are the beloved, in the Beloved on whom His favour rests, because of our placement in the Christ. Outside of our position in Christ, zilch, nada, nothing, but in Him, all things are yours. Joy is your portion; joy is your inheritance, in Christ.  Why remain earthbound in doubt and unbelief when all the resources of heaven are at your disposal?  By making the choice to believe that all things are yours, you will move into alignment with the Father and the Son.
The captivated heart:
Madame Guyon, a 17th century French woman, was described in her biography, as a ‘martyr’ to the Holy Spirit. 
She fell completely and utterly in love with the Lord Jesus and as a result was fully devoted to Him and the will of God for her life. 
Her passion eventually led to imprisonment in the infamous Bastille; her fervent desire for Jesus, shown in her writings, so outraged and offended the religious of her day they tried her as a heretic. 

It had not always been so, at one stage in her life she was struggling so much to find and know Him, aware only of her shortcomings, she visited a Catholic Monastery and spoke a young priest about her difficulties what he said to her changed the course of her life. 

He said this –

‘“Madame, it is because you seek outside what you have within. Accustom yourself to seek God in your heart, and you will find Him there.” 

Her heart was the Kingdom over which God had come to reign. 
He was there. 
He was with her. 
He lived in her and through her. 
And the result of His presence was not to shame or terrify her but, on the contrary, to fill her with an indescribable ecstasy of love. All consciousness of the faults that had so deeply concerned her was swallowed up in the utter bliss of being accepted without question and loved unconditionally. 

“She made Christ the husband of her soul as surely as she had made Monsieur Guyon husband of her body, following the signing of a contract to take Jesus as her spouse.”
She had a captivated heart.

Madam Guyon is an example of a woman whose heart was captivated by Jesus – there have been others, Theresa of Avila, Julian of Norwich, Augustine, St John of the Cross, Francois Fenelon, Michel Molinos...the list goes on and on and their legacy to us is their writings which throb with a fiery, beating heart of love for God.

This deep union with God takes place only when you surrender yourself; your self-life, and exist only in God and for Him. It is a place where you sink trustingly, lovingly, and entirely into Him as your permanent resting place.

God’s benevolence falls upon the earth as the dew; Jesus came to earth and went about doing nothing but good; but He gave us free will which means we can choose to receive what He says about Himself and what He gives, or not. 
We can shelter ourselves from His giving; we can close our hearts, but the more we open them, the more we will experience of His infinite love, compassion and loving kindness which is ever towards us, so is the growth of love in the heart; the more widely we are able to trust Him and open ourselves to His love, the more profuse will be the overflow and outpouring to others...to quote Madame Guyon -

“Must we make no other use of our liberty than to resist Him?”
Must we?

Awakening love: 

The Christian walk is about the prior engagement of the heart; when you fall in love, you do not do it with your head; there is an emotional response. The initial surrender to Jesus’ Lordship and love comes a long time before your entire surrender and knowledge of Him, in His fullness; your heart is captured, then it becomes captivated. Your love for Him is increasingly mirrored by His love for you, and you desire nothing more than His will for your life...we love because He first loved us. 
A young Christian’s ability for intimacy with God is spasmodic; it is a faltering love; stumbling and uncertain; over time we grow into a place of abiding and fruitfulness as God’s wedding gift to us – the blessed Person of the Holy Spirit – progressively makes us aware, of who He really, really is. 
There is a development in the Holy Spirit which we must embrace and enjoy because His passion for us progressively brings us to a knowledge of the Father’s heart, which in turn shows us the Bridegroom’s heart and passionate desire for us.
There is a consuming fire of love in the heart of God for you; there is nothing luke-warm or tepid about His feelings towards you; He loves you with an intensity and a passion and He is coming after you.  
The role of the Holy Spirit in the earth is to reveal this passionate heart of God in order to arouse a passion in you, which matches His...this, is a love affair beloved.
A love affair. 
The Holy Spirit, the ‘Minister of the Interior’, works patiently and continuously on us to make us ‘get it’ - we are the beloved of God on whom His favour rests; He will press this home until it radically changes everything about us, and you can’t get Him out of your head and you can’t get Him out of your heart and you agree with Him -

“I am the beloved of God on whom His favour rests. I am His precious darling; He is biased towards me...”
So, this same Holy Spirit is putting a hunger in our hearts right now to know Him more deeply – and in return we call out to be drawn by Him – to be captivated by Him, even as He is captivated by us. It is the knowledge of His pleasure and delight in us that wakens in us passion and fervency and brings us from faltering love, to fervency and maturity of love. 
He kindles the inner flame...
He initiates, we respond.

Bride and Bridegroom.
He makes the first move on us.
His heart is already captivated.
The King is enthralled by your beauty -
Psalm 45: 10 – 11 NIV

“ 10Listen, O daughter, consider and give ear: Forget your people and your father's house. 11 The king is enthralled by your beauty; honour him, for he is your lord.”
He is captivated; He is enthralled, not by your ability, what you can do for Him, but by your beauty; and your beauty to Him is your willingness of heart to be completely His. 
He doesn’t look upon what you can achieve, but what you yearn for; that which He has placed within you; and He seeks only to enlarge your capacity to receive the bridal affections of His heart.
As He initiates, we respond, and out of our weakness and inability we discover He will do all that needs doing as we keep the eyes and ears of our heart open to Him.
Much to our surprise and great joy, we find God delights in both our immaturity, and our weakness; He does not condemn us; He does not expect anything of us; He exalts over us. He rejoices over us with singing; He enjoys our faltering love, our faltering efforts to walk towards His open arms, and to trust Him completely. Oh, how He longs and loves to be trusted.
He enjoys our willingness when we can’t trust but so want to; because He looks upon the heart and it is realising His pleasure and delight in our faltering efforts that wakens us to the fervency in His heart towards us and brings us to maturity; it causes us to respond -
Song of Solomon 1:4 NASB
“Draw me”
“Draw me”- He initiates, we respond and let us run together.

Many of us have been taught to run first; impact people first; and then return to intimacy sometime, never… 
God says, “No sweetheart, the other way around.” 
“Everything flows from your relationship with Me; you cannot show the love of Christ to others until you have been captivated by it yourself...”
And when He reveals Himself to you, you say -

“Wow!! Why don’t I just stay here and let someone else go?” 
He does want to send you, and He will send you, but not without a message; the message of the unqualified, incredible, outrageous love that He has for mankind; for whom His Son has paid the price. 

Father seeks first to establish us in that love relationship before He commissions us and sends us out to work with Him – then the established son, becomes a servant. 
So the cycle around which we go looks like this: first, first, He establishes you in who you are – the beloved in the Beloved; then when He is satisfied that you are secure in the knowledge and experience of that, He moves you into servant-hood, where He designates your place of service; when you have proved yourself faithful there, He moves you into friendship; and finally, when you are head over heels in love with Him you become His bondservant, His slave and He calls you ito partnership with Himself; this is the cycle He will continually take you around.
Time and again He will bring you back to receive a deeper revelation of His heart until finally with Paul, we can describe ourselves as –

Romans 1:1 NASB
“1Paul, a bondservant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated to the gospel of God.”
A bondservant of Jesus Christ called and separated to the Good News, the outrageous good news of great joy.
Footnotes: 

a. 2 Corinthians 5:19 Lit having 

b. 2 Corinthians 5:19 Lit placed in us 

Cross references: 

A. 2 Corinthians 5:19 : Col 2:9 

B. 2 Corinthians 5:19 : Rom 4:8; 1 Cor 13:5 

Paul puts relationship before job function by describing himself as a ‘bondservant’ or slave, of Jesus Christ and follows it with his call. 
We have two relationships with God, a personal relationship, and a working relationship; things will start to falter if we put the second in first place; placing our gift and calling above first love is idolatry. He doesn’t want to compete with your gifting beloved…
Maturity is at the heart of everything God does with us – His inheritance is not just people who passionately love Him, that is a given, but those who are capable of entering into mature bridal partnership with Him, who will serve at His side without losing their passion for Him; those who do not place their gifting above their character; who know that it is the fruit that will last in their lives that is of priority, not their gifting.
And the strength of your commitment to Him is not what is important here; it is the strength of His commitment to you. When He made a covenant with Abram, He put Abram to sleep because He knew man could not keep his side of the agreement.
You stand in the security of Who He is - plus nothing.

The Father’s strategy with the Bride is to produce a woman who is totally dependent upon her Spouse; one who is leaning her whole weight on the Beloved. 
He’s not looking for self-sufficiency, but God-sufficiency; He’s producing a loving and a leaning heart...‘learning to lean, I'm learning to lean on Jesus, finding more power than I’ve ever dreamed, learning to lean on Jesus...’ the old song goes.
Your intention in all of this is far more powerful in His eyes, than your attainment. 
Peter wanted to love Jesus with all he had, but his flesh kept tripping him up; Jesus knew this when He reinstated him. 
Your intention to obey will be far more powerful than your attainment, because the Father defines us by our willing spirit, not our weak flesh.
He esteems in us those virtues which are yet budding; those virtues that are not yet mature; the budding breasts of the little sister in the Song of Songs -
Song of Songs 8:8 NASB
8 “We have a little sister, 
And she has no breasts; 
What shall we do for our sister 
On the day when she is spoken for?”
This ‘little sister’ is still tender and pure, she is not of full age; she is not ready for the deep things of God; nor is she ready to help others; but the ‘promise’ of maturity is there...in this verse the now mature bride communes with her Shepherd Lover about those who are of lesser age.
Footnotes: 

a. Song of Solomon 8:8 CHORUS 

Cross references: 

A. Song of Solomon 8:8 : Ezek 16:7 

And sometimes He is the only one who sees the immaturity, and it is to that He speaks – He doesn’t speak to our inabilities or to our soul; He doesn’t speak to how we see ourselves or how we were; He speaks to what He sees – what you are becoming under His tender, loving husbandry – the image of Jesus being formed in you.

He is the keeper of your vineyard, and He comes looking for fruit, with His secateurs behind His back as He smilingly nips off everything in your life that doesn’t bear fruit that you may bear fruit more abundantly; and He doesn’t apologise for what He’s doing.
What He doesn’t enjoy and what grieves His heart, is when He sees in you an unwilling spirit, which hardens its heart and stiffens its neck against Him. 

He cannot tolerate a rival to His love, and He takes no delight in a divided heart; the outward appearance of piety does not mean anything to Him; it is what is concealed that He sees - the heart. And we sometimes have this whole thing back to front, “When I am better God will approve of me; when I do more, He will accept me...” God says “No, no, when you know I accept and love you, then you will love Me and join me in partnership.”
The other way is performance Christianity – we ‘perform’ for God, thinking that our work for Him, our diligence in prayer, bible reading and study, will make Him love us more; only we don’t know how much is enough; we don’t know how much we have to do to pass the exam; so we continue to strive pushing ourselves farther and farther away from Him by our fleshly efforts…
It is at this point that the Holy Spirit will come to us lift our chin and say “Now, look into the eyes of your Bridegroom...” and we see that we are accepted in the Beloved and everything He has, is ours. 
When you see Him with the eyes of your heart; when you see yourself as He sees you; the beloved in the Beloved; you cannot remain the same – you begin to rejoice in the finished work of Jesus on the cross.

Hiding from love: 

In the Garden Adam and Eve hid because they were afraid and ashamed of being seen; from being free and delighted in the Presence, they hid themselves and were fearful – it is the legacy they left us - whenever God is present in power, we want to hide; we run to cover ourselves with fig leaves or hide under the blanket -
Song of Songs 1: 2 NIV
“ Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth— for your love is more delightful than wine.”
Let Him kiss me with the kisses of His mouth...aaah question, can you, will you let Him? 
A stumbling block for some of us – allowing Him into those well defended hearts, those areas of broken trust we have spent so long protecting...walls we have built and defend to the death lest we be uncovered and discovered...fearful, weak, and so alone.
Many believers falter here, they can’t or won’t allow Him close – up front and personal; damage, shame, fear, prevents them and the prison they are familiar with seems more appealing than the risk of being hurt again, if they dare to trust; they are hiding from love. 
He comes to kiss away all their doubts and draw them to Himself, but they are behind a wall 
Song of Solomon 2:9 NIV
“There he stands behind our wall, gazing through the windows, peering through the lattice.” 

In her ignorance the maiden in the Song of Solomon thinks the wall is one they have built together – He will have to lovingly show her, she has built this wall that separates them - 
‘Let him kiss me...’
Song of Songs 4:3 NASB

“Your lips are like a scarlet ribbon; your mouth is altogether lovely...”
The lips represent the will.
And the will kisses with affection that which it loves - what the heart is full of the mouth will speak out; good, bad or downright ugly.
The kiss signifies complete spiritual union with Him. 
As you allow your affections to be united in spiritual love for Him and Him alone, complete spiritual union takes place; all the strength of the will is given to God in complete surrender; and He will say to you, “Your speech, beloved, is sweet”, what now issues forth from you is in accord with Him. Your will completely taken up in His. He speaks, you speak.  These are not your words, but the words of the Bridegroom; speaking through you; you develop the mind of Christ; you think as He thinks; and speak as He speaks.
This complete union may take a lifetime – some never achieve it because as the challenges come, the price is too high; others mock ‘You are too radical’. Erosion of your love takes place, the temptation to be ‘one of the crowd’ is too strong, the cost, seemingly, too high...
But He continues to call - high, higher, highest...
My utmost, for His highest...my reach must exceed my grasp...I have set my now captivated heart to seek Him and Him alone, to dwell in the secret place.
Often though, we are not prepared to set aside the things of this life to live a life which is so taken up with Him...our hearts are filled with other things...little idols, precious ‘bits’...no harm in them, but they prevent us gaining the utmost heights. Our hearts are still cluttered with things other than Him and Him alone – we cannot say with the bride that -

‘She eyes not her garment but her dear Bridegroom’s face...’ 

Our loyalties and our love are divided; our eyes are on other things; we have double vision and a double mind and heart.
When Adam and Eve fell in the perfect place, the Garden of Eden, they left their First Love...they walked away, tempted by the appeal to self-government, which they had been persuaded, would be better than being governed by God Himself, the One who in His great love, had created them, breathed His life into them, walked with them, talked with them, and blessed them...So when He called, they hid, because they were afraid...they had every right to be nervous they had traded their inheritance for a lie.
We live with that legacy; the poison injected into our very bloodstream, carried down from the fall, causes us to be unable to trust the One Person in the universe Who is totally trustworthy – we greet his overtures with suspicion, fearful of what He may ask of us and comfortable in our self-made prisons, we refuse to come out of hiding. 

So, for many of us, our first and major hurdle in our Christian walk is to allow Him into our innermost being; further than salvation, into that inner chamber which we call our heart in order that He may reign there, and fill it with Himself, displacing all the things with which we have endeavoured to satisfy ourselves...our little idols, our false loyalties...and return to First Love.
We have filled that place in our hearts with so many things, none of which satisfy, because He is the Satisfier, He alone, who created us, meets our deepest longings and our every need; He alone knows what we need.  
‘Thou hast compassed me around with blessings...Thine is love indeed’, said the hymn writer.2
The consequences of this inability to return to First Love, is a lukewarm heart; a lukewarm Church and a lukewarm Bride. A bride more concerned with working for God than worshipping Him; activity is always easier than intimacy.
Revelation 2:1 – 7 NASB
“To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: 

The One who holds the seven stars in His right hand, the One who walks among the seven golden lampstands, says this: 

2 ‘I know your deeds and your toil and perseverance, and that you cannot tolerate evil men, and you put to the test those who call themselves apostles, and they are not, and you found them to be false; 3 and you have perseverance and have endured for My name’s sake, and have not grown weary. 4 But I have this against you, that you have left your first love. 5 Therefore remember from where you have fallen, and repent and do the deeds you did at first; or else I am coming to you and will remove your lampstand out of its place—unless you repent. 6 Yet this you do have, that you hate the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate. 7 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes, I will grant to eat of the tree of life which is in the Paradise of God.” 

Ephesus had heart trouble and Jesus threatens to remove their ‘lampstand’ if they do not repent, have a change of heart. 
Removal of the lampstand is removal of our effectiveness in the Kingdom; we lose our salt, our light, the resurrection power to witness to His beauty and the truth of the Gospel – because we do not truly know Him, or the power of the Gospel. 
We need new ears, to hear what the Spirit is saying to us.
The promises for returning to First Love are so great one would hardly think anyone would not want immediately to follow hard after Him.  If they overcome they will get to eat of the tree of life which is in the Paradise of God – the King’s Garden; the new Eden.

Those who have a wrong view of God will always see Him as a withholder and see His Fatherly discipline as harsh chastisement; they will never see Him as a loving Father, desiring the very best for His child, unless their thinking is radically transformed. 
These people will continually run from God, into the arms of the deceiver, rather than towards Him in times of trouble or oppression. 
Their flesh trembles at the thought of what He might require of them; that He might in His mercy ask them to abandon those idols in their hearts, which are keeping Him at bay and restricting His ability to give to them. What you think about God is the most important thing in your life. 

He is the Giver of all GOOD gifts; He cannot be untrue to Himself. 
James 1:17 NASB

“17 Every good thing given and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shifting shadow.”
Footnotes: 

a. James 1:17 Lit shadow of turning 

Cross references: 

A. James 1:17 : John 3:3; James 3:15, 17 

B. James 1:17 : Ps 136:7; 1 John 1:5 

C. James 1:17 : Mal 3:6 

The fall has so twisted our thinking about Who He is and His intentions towards us that we are sometimes left with a pea-sized, frozen, soul, that resists Him all the time as He tries to enlarge our capacity in order that we may receive more of Him. 
The human soul is not a hard baked vessel with a fixed size, it is a living thing, capable of growth and expansion as it interacts with the gracious actions of the Holy Spirit.
The human soul is a wineskin, capable of being s-t-r-e-t-c-h-e-d - if we will let Him.

He is only limited by our refusal to co-operate. 
The Almighty and eternally wise God cannot pour a great gift into a small container. He longs to pour, but He is prevented by our hardened heart and attitudes; we are narrow necked containers, unable to receive His bounty. 
The neck represents strength, and the will has the power to stiffen the neck in hardness towards Him and His ways, and refuse His overtures.
“All our troubles spring from our resistance, which springs from our attachments”
Thus says Madam Guyon; those idols in our hearts which we will not allow Him to remove, despite His wooing us; His seeking of the complete affections of our heart.
If we are not convinced that God is kind, generous, good hearted and ready to bestow all blessings upon us, a Giver not a taker, we will receive little or nothing from Him, which will reinforce our own opinion that He is a withholder, and just like Adam and Eve in the Garden we will take steps to preserve and protect that which we see as belonging to us; keeping God’s hands firmly off.  Beloved of God, we are short sighted, naked and blind.
Another hindrance to receptivity is our interests; worldly interests have this ability to crowd out heavenly interests and the result is further lack of the ability to receive – two things cannot occupy the same place; the heart is cluttered, .there is no room to receive more,  unless something is removed.
Since God desires so much to give, it is time we became able and willing to take that which He offers us unconditionally – His undiluted, love, affection, acceptance and belonging. 

In these days, God is calling us back to that place of First Love; our true source, the source of all blessing and satisfaction; to Himself. 
He will settle for nothing less than that our hearts are captivated by Him, as He is captivated by us.

‘Simply trusting Thee Lord Jesus...I behold Thee as Thou art and Thy love, so pure so changeless, satisfies my heart...’ 2
There is a place of quiet rest where your self-life is completely surrendered to Him, and you experience true freedom in Christ, where your heart belongs to Him, rests in Him, and relies on Him and Him alone.
So, before you read any further, do you want what He wants?
Do you want to return to First Love and a captivated heart? 

Do you want to experience complete spiritual union with Christ?

Are you willing to pay the price?
The place of self-discovery:

Be still now, collect your thoughts, and take your time to establish where you are as I ask you a few simple questions.

What do you want most? 
Ask your heart. 
Reject the conventional pious answer; listen carefully to your own inner man, the inner man of the heart.

What do you think about most? 
When your heart is at rest, your voluntary thoughts, not those pressed upon you by the daily grind, will reveal to you where your treasure is, for there, Jesus said, your heart will be also; answering this question will reveal to you any idols hidden in your heart.
What do you think the Gospel is?
Go to heaven when you die?

Compare your answers with this from Graham Cooke:

‘The Lord says - your life is about living with a divine advantage; it’s about living with intentional bias, God’s bias towards you; it’s about you not living below the line of your privilege but rising up and occupying your rightful destiny in the Kingdom because of your identity in Jesus. 

This is who you are. 

Beloved, you are not ordinary; you are not an ordinary person; you are not mediocre or average, you are in Christ, you are brilliant, you are wonderful, and you are amazing.  

And you are going to learn how astonishing you are in the person of Jesus because you are destined to walk in Majesty and to live in His Sovereignty and to walk with the King and to learn the power of the One with the one and nothing shall be impossible for you. 

You will be able to do all things in Christ because there is a new strength coming from your favour and your joy and all the disposition of God towards you. 

This is your time to walk through this life with joy, with peace, with happiness, living as the beloved, the highly favoured one, blessed beyond anything else, living with astonishment and wonder, the living embodiment of the Good News of the sovereign grace of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The glad tidings of great joy - it’s written on your heart it will be seen on your face and you’ll spread it everywhere you go. 

This is who you are, this is your truest identity and I command you in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ to walk in the true knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ; in all of His majesty, in all of His risen glory, that is who you are. 

So, go forth and multiply.’

Have you received an alternative Gospel? 
Have you received the ‘all right’ news not the Good News?
You are God’s treasure; you are a holy nation; you are His people; you are the people of His power; you are the people of His passion; you are the people of His heart; you are the people of His affection, more glorious than you know, stronger than you look, more brilliant than you can imagine – this is your identity; who you are - do not let anybody talk you out of it or talk you down from that high place. You are in Christ, you are astonishing; the very least you are wonderful, His marvellous darling.

Now, let your heart be captivated by Him, He is altogether lovely. 
Now that you know the truth about Him and about yourself – you are not what you think you are, but you are ready for that mindset change.

Ready to have a rethink, to change the way you think.

In order to have the joy of a captivated heart, this is what you must do – 
Change the way you think –

Change the way you perceive yourself and those around you, how you perceive the Gospel and its message, how you think God sees you...
He is saying 
‘LET ME LOVE YOU’.
‘”Get down off that high horse you are on and let Me love you.”
‘Let Me captivate you, loose yourself from those thoughts that have taken you captive, capture them and give them to Me; thinking that way has got you where you are; have a better thought!’
This is what the Kingdom is about beloved, knowing who you are, and living in all the good of it; blessing everyone in sight, loving yourself and others from a heart that overflows with the love of God for it.

Security, acceptance, and belonging are already yours, take them. 
You do not need to go searching for them, you have them; time to step into yourself – who you really, really are, time to start believing it, it’s just a choice, walking it out, living it out, being the beloved of God upon whom His favour rests.
Or you can stay right where you are...

You choose. 
He is biased towards you, you can get anything out of Him because He loves you and you love Him...this is a love affair beloved, you were created to respond, not initiate, take your place now as the beloved of God; learn to respond to Him, receive from Him, turn a new page...start a new chapter...write a new book.

This is your life.

Living under the smile of God every single day of your life; knowing that you are accepted in the Beloved; living with the certainty of promise - everyone that asks receives -
But you can choose, it’s your life.

The truth is you are in a high place; the truth is you can see from a heavenly viewpoint; the truth is unless you are heavenly minded you will be no earthly good; that’s the truth. 
Have you been living in the wrong place? 
Is it time you packed up and moved?
You are God’s treasure, a holy nation, His people, the people of His power, the people of His passion, the people of His heart, the people of His affection, you are more glorious than you know, stronger than you look, more brilliant than you can imagine – this is your identity; this is who you are - do not let anybody talk you out of it or talk you down from that high place. 
You are in Christ, you are astonishing; the very least you are wonderful, His marvellous darling, His Bride – how dare you tolerate a low life.
Nothing the enemy is doing can upset the purposes of God in your life. 

You are an overcomer; you are learning to be more than a conqueror. 

You are powerful, you are strong, you are not a victim, you are a victor, you are not weak, you are not insubstantial, you are not insecure, you are not inadequate, you are rising up into the fullness of your identity, you are discovering who you really are ‘in Jesus’, you are responding to His captivated heart. 

Your role in the earth beloved is to respond to His love, if you have ceased to do that, you have left the first principle of how life in the Spirit really, really works. He initiates, you respond -
1 John 4:19 NIV

“ We love because he first loved us.” 

He initiates, we respond. 

Romans 11:35 – 36

“ Who has ever given to God, that God should repay him? 36 For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be the glory forever! Amen.” 

Everything comes to us from God, to the Jesus in us, and back to God again; live in Him and He will live in you; no other way to live beloved.

You get back to First Love by changing the way you think - about God and everything else and He has given you the Holy Spirit to enable you do to this. 
You will be transformed by the renewal of your mind through your co-operation with the Holy Spirit who is given to you for this express purpose, to transform you into the image of Jesus: that you might think as He thinks and speak what He speaks and do what He does...that you might achieve full spiritual union with Christ – 
‘Let Him kiss me with the kisses of His mouth...’ 
We are not here simply to find the treasure, but to be a treasure and to do that; we simply must have more of Jesus...
Ultimately our success in the Christian life comes down to this – not the blessings we have received, but the blessing we have been to our King. 
Someone is going to walk in that place, why not you?

There are no limitations put on anyone in pursuit of their full purpose, in Him.

God bless you, thanks for listening. 

Amen.

1Meet for the Master’s use’ F B Meyer. This book is currently out of print, but is available on Amazon ‘Kindle’ price 86p.
2Jean Piggott: ‘Jesus, I am resting, resting’
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Thank you.
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